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*^ Tu nidum servas; ego Umdoruris amcaii 
Ripos ^ musco circumlita saxa nevnusque. 
Quid qucerisP vivo, Cf regnOy sinad ista reliqui 
Quce vos ad ccshm effertis rvmart $ecundo.** 

HoR. Epist. X. lib. u 



^^ O- Nature, how, in every charm supreme. 

Thy votaries feast on raptures ever new! 
Oh for the voice and fire of seraphim, 

To sing thy glories with devotion due! 

Blest be the day I 'scapM the wrangling crew 
From Pyrrho's maze and Epicurus' sty ; 

And held high converse with the god-like few, • 
Who, to th' enraptur'd h^art, and ear, and eye. 
Teach Beauty, Virtue, Truth, Love, and Melody.** 

BSATTIB. 
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PREFACE. 



J. HE fqllowing observations, on the manners of a 
people and appearances of a country, nearly con- 
nected with our owii, were made at different tmeSj 
but more particularly in the summer months of 
.1798. 

As several publications have, of late, appeared under 
^ the title of ^^ A Tour in Wales,'* &c. the present 
.may seem to have little claim to attention, and an 
.apology may be thought ^necessary, for intruding 
upon the public any thing further respecting a sub- 
ject, which will, by some jperhaps, be considered as 
already exhausted. 

It may be observed, that the life of man is of short 
duration ; but a day, compared with the time ne- 
cessary for thoroughly surveying the multiplicity of 
objects around him ; the brevity of life, therefore, 
stamps a value upon ideas otherwise unimportant, 
and raises into consequence descriptions that would 
otherwise be disregarded. 

Every traveller sees, or fancies that be sees, somci- 
thing unobserved before, and that he is capable of 
communicating knowledge not obtained or imparted 
by others. Curiosity produces an accuracy and in- 
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VI PREPACK. 

dustry of research ; and the desire of relating what 
was pleasant to bpb.c^ld^or. difficult tp obtain, induces 
him* to conclude, that wiiatever was important to 
himself must be important to mankind. 

. It will be admitted, that even in the same roitte 
different objects will strike different minds ; and that 
the same objects will' not appear of equal importance 
in the eye of every observer. To examine the clc- 
. Vatfons ot Snowdon a Botanist would esteiem weeks 
well employed ; while, to the superficial traveller, 
who Ipoks upon a country merely as a landscape, for 
the gratification of tbe e^e of taste, the pursuit of 
Botany would be coriside'red as the vigaries df 
entbusia^ni ; as the miniite investigation^ of the Ati"> 
tiguarian are the subjects of ridicule to the fashion- 
able Tourist, whose, pursuits might, in their turn, 
Ue regarded by some as the mer6 ertergieS of fblljr, 

A. country like North Wales, almost inaccessible 
In many of itj^ parts to the traveller, and,' till very 
lately ,.!b.ut little, frequented' by^ the viitarieS bf Sci- 
ence, no ust yet remain> in a great me^sdre, tmex^ 
plored. It affords, therefore, to Che lovers of Na- 
tural History, ample room for speculation and re- 
search ; an extensive field both above and benfeath 
the surface offers itself to tlie eye of * curiosity, and 
solicits the investigations of Science. 

A Journey, undertakeri fbr Botariicaf pnrpbiefl, and 
with a view of publishing, at some future period, a 
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Fhra CamhrUoij oanoot' be expected to nbQmidmftlt 
learned RenanJcs iipdn ifaeiremaina of ArU end) iMtii- 
ttitions; nor wi^ thoi6:profi»abd'0bservalioQ9;iipoi> 
Hfe andmumenrwhfciiweuM aidQrD.tl)e fxigesof tfbe 
MoraKst and FoUticfan^ yBt^;it wouM be inn{)oteiUe 
far the man of feeling to pass ibron^h a country con** 
Mdered^a ^artof hisloviiy but t0)wfateh tbetnanaiim 
and^eustooosnof its iababitantit; fofni ;ao! greek a icon^' 
tnst^itvvitfaDiik taktt^ aomeMMHit^ Q£(ito.petuiiiritfe& 
}£. it BfaoaU.be elpgeot^ 19 deaqputory !i6 tlhi. dij^aity 
of a writer^ that^ in thecoucBrofjtbisiUtiltbWiMi;^ 
too much attention has been paid to humble circum* 
s(aneeay'tOt'^f:j£be short afnd fi)vi|^ anaste ^Khe 
poor/' I must apokiguie kit *hew0iida t>r a i^lebia^ 

•.^; ':.' . . • ■; •...'! ;.;'.7 r;:!:J/ • : 

V^< Let.iit )be feinMib€te4#:dJbt(Ji&;caoiist8, taot 
of a varidty df Jlluatdpwi v^Uqaa. or dkgdnt lenj^l)'-* 
menta ; tbc gt^tdr jiiurt of jatf9/ tlmepastea initomn 
fUdaoM -with , liMt^q^iUii* : o lift the' jMlrfor/nance- df 
daily 4utfiisc in 4be rempvplof sttiaill ineotayMietiiids: 
in (be {vocifreimtntiof poftyiipleaitifes.: andi^ve ace 
wffitt Kar ill >at'i$abe a$ rthe fniaJA; ^Aeant. of j^igjlidto 
en:amobtMy, <6r ia raffled Vy wiall olMtrutotton9<and 
fireqttent iobirruptioQs. , Thet fru^Hattf^.^m^ity Ma* 
iion is the state of common life. ^* ;v . : : 

Itcse Litters, addredked to a friend/ Wci^ not 
originally intended for ptiblibiatioh ; they consisted 
merely of diarian memoranda on $uch objects as ap- 
peared singular or striking ; with cursory remarks on 
the inaccuracies and erroneous statements of former 
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tmvcllers:mterw(»ren: with historic Actslana^ aHii-\ 
rnons ta ancient usages, and the custMas of other- 
nations. They have heen, in consequence ofthejso^r 
licitations of friends who had seeii'^ them, pre- 
pared for the: press rapd th^e Author has: though!^ 
proper to avail hramelf of a few bbservationst o£ 
others, ^to correct vor illustt^ate hisowa; hareifa^^ac^^ 
knowledges himself^ obliged .'to the ingenioosu^/ilmp 
and ithelal^ortbus JUnmnty whose. voiaixse8.ai;e:asr 
ifetnarkable for SLtic^gMf of Ide8crjptioaVis'fhr:(the 
nat«iie' of their oohtetits. '-^ ^ . .:. '. ..oii, / ;: . 
- : ••' ' • ' i ; • ' • ' '.,:•" ihtr ^ i 
'The Writer of these Letters entqtv||ns ne higfe 
expectations : he ^ms no sang^tie yU ws. If froav 
his pages the reader should derive any amusement^ 
the Author will have the satisfaction to reflect 
that * it ■ has-^ beefa ^a^r46d without tdcdmmendhig 
folly or ^d}Binisterinj^>itO vi^ ; and if Ihe^^hasi addckl 
another volunje of^M^bdtld tidied ligbtreadang^ to 
the many alr^dy^be^re^ Ihe public, ib4s one at 
which Modesty wiit^ have lio cau^ to?b3U5h,;bor 
Morafity to frown. Sutih s|s it i^, it is pKs^ted' to 
thePublib: the Author is ansWefable to Uhe^^v^ 
diatis of the public taste ; bn it^ meHts or' demerits 
it is fpr thein to decide ; and by their dec&iDn let it 
justly stand or fall. ' . » . . j - .. , . .\ 

1^ qujd amicum erga b^^^eci. aot coafului) fkleUter ;^ 

Noa videor xperuissc laudeoii culpa caruisse erb.itrQr. 

Piaut. Trittum. Seen, ult, 
* ' " . . . ' .. • K., i «v) % : .* 
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TOtm THROUGH NORTH WALES. ^ 



LETTER L 

DkarSir, . *' Llanvaif/ 

jNo ap(3JogJr'i&*'i*ec^s4ry'ft)r'«iddressing yoU 
upon a isttbject thit tnutuaHy interested iis both at 
an early period of our lives t tht 'fbkiantic, scenery, 
rtre prodiiCtidh&j'Mahd picuHar ihanrfer^ of ti Country 
whiehfor ages \«afdthe asylahi of ReHgion ahd^Llberty, 
and for^'Series of years '*iat4fed defiance dtthe am-' 
bitious usurpation of the English Monar6by, and 
checked^ the -iyranntcal .oppression of itd votaries. 
The estiffiat'e^, -my Friend,; of humari existence, and 
htimAii ^oweryarS'-generaUy' made upon Imaginary 
datas FeW consider that thought *to an energy of 
the mind, while actiori ife only an effbi^t of the body. 
The multiplicity of pkns that are foj;rned without 
b^ing tfeSli^ed, convince lis it is easier to project than 
tb 'execute; and while it demonstrates the very li-' 
mited power of man,' it furnishes an unanswerable 
argument for the Immdrtalitybf • the Soul. 

Tbfe S6!leme we bad long -in fiew of -traversing' 
these sceftfed together; froni circumstances well known 
to yoijt, ^as ifi^ttstrateli ; and the alternative was left ' 
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2 TOUR THROUGH l^ORTH WALES. 

to me te undertake the journey without the valuable 
company of so intelligent a Friend, or to give up 
those expoctntione whieh, h%i liefp qiuis^ t<iji (i^er 
pitch by the recurrence of disappointment. 

In the Summer of 1798> accompanied by persons 
calculated to give assistance to inquiry, and stimulus 
to research, I entered on a journey that promised 
to open new sourci^s of iaf^Hi^tifiR^nd delight ; and 
it is with conscious pleasure I am able to say, that 
my most sfinguine hopes were realized. I e^- 
rienced pleasures, the recollection of which will 
tpv4 tP'«»fBt^..fP«»«y fiya^v,fft|^prwisft ip^^ipQ_ hour, 
Bfid ma^e, seg^ftfcipns pn }m^ sfld V^^nif^p^ ^\\ vf^^ 
cs8«5r)tia,Uy, Wftfft}:ip %V(^qr^l^dt^ig\p}f» yi^^; ,;J^^. 
flection^ Wkk^^ Jfi hope, inriJl waKu me p^r^ hij^^ 
in myself liberal ^p^ypF^^ ^ther^,^ ^pd grateful JlQ.ljJi®^ 
who i? Jh?, A^tbpr of ?y^y 4wt;inf?^iWii *i)fJ)W<?ry: 
good ii^ spciffty. . . :^ 

Early irv the iponth of Jpni? we firriy^d[At the- 
ancient t<?wn of gjjrewsbury, w^ich ig^too w^J kupwn 
for a description of it to be Uite^e^ting. ]Lrq^^' 
the Oswestry ro«d 90 qw rjgbfe w^ 4ir^t«d q^v covwpq » 
westward, and t^ppk th^ vo^ ^f Poole* 

The $r^t plac^ that cl^jrp^d; pqr ^ttc^tipn^ wa$i^ 
small village pQar the Sevprp, i»pi?4 ^tUfigtQlv 
ovj^r which is m old siopf bri^g^^ Fi^fnaFk^I^l/^ for 
having b^ep tl>f . pl^e wbere^ tl>Q. f)i|glisb oUaia^ci • 
a decisive victory over the Dane^, un^er tl^eir I^fader 
H/spten, ^, D. ^94- . After Ijaving over-truo gr?at 
p^rt pf Jlnglandi they wer^ swrremKled, here by thp 
GeqeraU of thp. l^aw Alff^i, wb(^» rfo^ly Wwk^ 
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tA^ ih^ ftgans, that they were obliged to feed 
tapdti Ih^ own bofrses. At length reduced to dcspaii* 
by feititefe, attemping; tb cut thfeir way through the 
ftecdti Army, a terrible slaughter ensued^ and scarcely 
ctifficfeht Were left alive to inform their Countryniefi 
of tht iliSasteh By the road side gix)Ws in abundartcd^ 
ibc AliTBiiiisiA Aismmiusir. It is used by tb& 
cdutitrjr^pie instead of bops, and has^the peculiair 
property of de8tro3^Ag acescency in beer, grown 
hard fot want of them. A property hi^ntioned bj^ 
Dr. fetokei, renders thts k valuable plant. The leaved 
steeped iii boiling watei^> and repeatedly applied to 
s «c6fit bliiiJsd, ttedidirti th6 pain, and prcVent the 
iteelling and discoldrkt?bn of the pari. We reached 
Poote abottt eight o^clbck in the evening, and were 
pleased k) fittd, though we had quitted England, 
we had not bade aSfeu to the comforts and civility 
/ fot which its inn*at^ fimed. At the Royal Oak thd 
"^ iccothtriodations are good; and the charges moderate* 
We 4a< do^n to a piecing repast, well served up, 
4Ad for the fi^st fiirte rtiet with a ftsh called a Salmoit 
Mdrt,* sbttiwhat lifcfe * Salmon 'trout, gobtf eating, 
a«d fft great pleAty thVongh most parts of North 
Wales. When it an inri I genetally bespeak civility 
froth t!i* att^ndant^, by taking an early opportunity 
of paying themr a tottpliment. TE^he waiter couldf 
^Hkt^y i^eafc English. I observed that he was # 

* Th» ir St fooBJ vBiaon iq its 33 year of growth t tl»ii 1st yca» 
ibey arc called tmeltrs the 2d, spfods ; die 3d, ftorfl ; the 4thy 
fork tails; the 5th, half Uk} and the 6tb, are dignified with the 
luime of satiibo. 
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4 TOUR THROUGH NORTH WALBg. 

good-uatured fellow, and partook of the civility of 
his country. But I receiy^ a smart retort courteous^ 
assuring me be was . not a Welshman, which con- 
vinced me. I was not yet far enough West to, l^y 
fiold of the partialities of. the country. On imquiiry^ 
I learnt that our waiter was bom jnCjun^ avilfegp, 
part in Shropshire and par.t in Radnorshire. Wel^w 
Poole, a» it is generally jc^lpdi is* a good town, 
a little West if£ the Severn, . is the prindpal of five 
boroughs in , Montgomeryshire, whose joint sqfFrage 
sends one Member to t)iQ R'itjsh Senate. It is 
governed by a Mayor, Burgesses, CoipmonOouncil^ 
Recorder, &c. Bat I wa§ sorry to observe ia this, 
as in most other places in the principality, order is 
preserved more by the influence of petty-fogging 
Attornies, than the veneration for Corporate Bodies ; 
and security is derived rather from the dreadof Com- 
mon Law, than the regulations of Municipal Legis-» 
lature. This place probably derived its present name 
from a deep pool now within the inclosure of Powi$ 
Park, denominated from the dark appearance.of its 
water, Liundy Pool. In ages of ignorance, it was 
considered unfathomable, or, as the people term it, 
without a bottom. Varioufe attempts have been macje 
to ascertain its depth, the result of which wiU allov^ 
it to be about 300 feet ; but from the great van- 
^ion in the depth, it is not an improbable conjecture* 
that there is an intercommunication between the 
waters' of the Poole and those of the Severn; 'y^t 
notwithstanding the^ average depth has been ascer- 
tained, so fond are man^iad of the marvellous^ that 
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TOtJIl THKdtTGH ITORTH WALES. 5 

the line of actual adrtieasurement has not yet exploded 
the line of superstition. 

• The town is decently built, the houses consisting 
chiefly of brick, form one long and handsome street, 
in the centre of which stands a new County Hall, 
erected by subscription, comprising apartments above 
for the purposes of justice and amusement ; and below 
for the accommodation of trade. It has an elegant 
front, with colonnades, and pilasters of^ stone, and 
forms a public ornament to the town, giving a fa- 
vourable idea of the spirit and liberality of the county. 

The principal manufacture carried on here, and at 
the adjacc^nt villages, is flannelj.and it is the mart for 
this article, and other coarse woollen goods, made 
by the little farmers in the hill country, which are 
bought up for ready money by the dealers of Liver- 
pool iand Shrewsbury. 

We were pleasingly struck with the life and spririt\ 
that pervades this little place on the occasion. The 
show of native and unvarnished beauty is very great j 
for the business of buying and selling is chiefly con- ' 
ducted by women here, and through all the markets 
of North Wales. 

A reflection naturally arose on the superiority 
which these females acquired, in the scale of utility 
and respdct, over the English fair, by conducting 
an important part of the staple manufactures of their 
country. 

These women, said I, are useful as well as pleasing; 
while they administer to the happiness-of man, they 
contribute, to his wealth. They prove themselves 
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6 TOVK THiLOUOH ^OETJ^ W^l'^h 

worthy the honourable station they fill ^s motheif j 
by ^fibrding such essential assistanoe to the support^ 
of a family, and rise into importance by the consi* 
4erable portion they perform of the (luties in society^ 
'[JThe common bar to matrimony^ incompetence \q, 
paintain a family, does not exist here^. ]£duC2|ted Ibv 
the intended. situation, and habitual ^ thipse aetiva 
employments, necessary to domestic comfort and 
prosperity, a wife is doemed a v^^able helpmate, and 
g numerous family an ijnoreasiojg blessing. ^^ What \ 
(still rivetted to the spot) said I, is the genfus of 
domestic happiness asleep^ or is he driven away by 
luxury and dissipation^ that my iair country-women 
receive an educatipn which only fits them for the 
theatre or the ball-'room^ ^nd inoapacitates them (on 
every thing venerable attached to the name of Wi|e> 
or of inother ! ! Taught to consider |be es^ternal 
pccompUshments of the body as comprising every 
tiling aoiiable or import^nt^ the modern fair one 
points all her attention to the grapeS: of her person, 
while all tha^ would qualify her to soften the as* 
perities of life, to soothe her partner*s cares, to assist 
in providing for the increasing demands of a rising 
family, and enable her to educate her children in the 
same habits of industry wd economy is neglected 
and despised. The daughters of Athens and o^ 
Rome were the children of usefulness; and let 
Christian parents blush to hear they fall far short of 
the poor benighted Pagans in estimating the im- 
portance, and attending to the business of education, 
Jn thpsie times no citizen of pote appeared in.pt^blic 
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in Any A-es^ ttet ^ns riot triattufadltit-ed by the feihal* 
part of bis family ; arid ptftnxt me to ask, bave the 
feif b^ft iftope f expected by theotber sex, or has their 
happiness befefi increased since that period of our 
history, when every yeoman appeared At market and 
at chorch in a dress that was spurt by his wife oi 
his Aiugbtfcrs^?" 

While thus strongly impressed with the fatal 
System oF modem fashionable education, and anti- 
cipating its pernicious effects to society, my attitude 
and geftures bad attracted the attention of a crowd 
6f spectator^ who, thoitgh puzzled to account for my 
extraordinary appearance, could not possibly con* 
jecture I wds making a comparison in their favour. 
Tht downcast look of niany of the senior part, in* 
dicated that their sympathy was excited, and thai! 
fhey supposed nry head was affected, while the signi- 
ficant giggle of some of the junior part, and the loucf 
broad laugh of others, as clearly proved they enter- ^ 

twined a more favourable opinion o( my ca^e. I ^ 

added my smile dtt the occasion, and bowing respect- 
fully, lefttheni. 

The church is an old gothic structure, not remark- 
able for its elegance. Belonging to its ornaments; 
is a beautiful chalice of pure gold, containing by 
measure a wine quart; The idhe story toid by thef 
»extoit, of its having been the * donation of a 
ti'ailsported felon, \^ho Kaxl been successful, is re- 
ftit'ed by the inscription it bears, which informs thd 
dassic reader it was the gift of Thomas Davies, who 
Hfeia the office of Governor-General of ail the Englishf 
1 
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g TOUft THROUGH KOATH WALBS^ 

Colonies on the Western Coast of Africa. Tfhat thk 
vessel, formed of Guinea Gold, to the value of l6i8l. 
be bestowed upon the church of Poole, as a sacred 
and grateful offering for the honour of Gop, in com* 
memoration of his life, having been preserved in 
that unhealthy climate through the Divine Mercy^ 
A singular appeal is made to heaven upon any sacri* 
legious attempt to alienate this sacred property. 

The Severn is navigable for small barges, up to a 
place called the Poole Stake, about three quarters of 
a mile from the. town, where it is joined kiy a ri-» 
vulet, called Qledding. Hence taking a North- 
easterly direction, and enlarged by the tributary 
rivers^ the- .VJirn,wy and thq Tanad, it waters the 
Coun^^s of S^lop, Worce9ter,-^nd Qlocester, and 
empties itself into the. Channel below Bristol. But " 
though furpishpd: with; this adfnirable means of con- 
yeyance, a new canal is now making; a branch of the 
Elesniere joining it, at a right angle near Hordly, 
jpasseS; through Llanyraynech, Poole, and Berhiw, 
to Newtown. 3y this a communication will be 
opened to the collieries and other mines in Denbigh-- 
gbire ^ a^^d, by its junction with the j^lesmere Trunk, 
to Chester and Liverpool, 

. The work w^is now at a $tand from a supposed 
scarcity of .water, arising evidently from ignorance 
}jow to apply what was in the hands of the prpprietors, 
to the best advantage, rather than from a real de- 
ficiency. The prejudice of the neighbourhood wa^i 
ftrongly agaiiisi; the undertaking, and a powerful^ 
opposition of the Lapd-pwners attended every ^tep pf 
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.T6n..TRS0IMai^:ilQrrH WALES* 9 

tbe concierh. Notidtlvtaiiidiiig, ferfa^^ what wft 
term prejudice^ may in the israe prove to be the 
resi^U of sterling sense, anc} accurate reasoning. ^ The 
pas^^a.for these artificial rivers has of late bralcea 
out in par(»cysms of epidemic rage ; and because 
one se!t of aquatic speculators hare discovered a nemir 
inode to acquire weaUh, the vfhdc country must 
he laid un/d^r^contfibutions to support the vanity 
or rashness of future adventurers* 

Much has been advanced on' the probable ad«» 
vantage^ ^nd disadvantages of an extensive inland 
navigation, and probably the deci^cm of the ques* 
lion .must b^ left to the. judgment and experience 
of future generations. 

The partizans of canals have not failed to adopt a 
mode of reasonit^g, more specious than solid, by ad-^ 
verting to the advantages of this kind of communi- 
cation between the extreme parts of the vast and 
populous Empire of China, and the swampy morassea 
of Hollandi which, without drains, would not only be 
impassably) but absolutely unmhabitable. Neither e( 
whiQhare apposite cases to make deductions from, ibr 
this island, the remotest parts of which from the sea 
are so small a distance, that with the assistance of its 
navigable rivers, land carriage becomes .a small d>ject 
in the value of its exports or imports. 

The very idea of a navigable river, the expences 
and the profits of which are to be defrayed out of 
the incumbent trade, pre-supposes much tobebrought 
in^ and much to be carried out, and consequently 
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indldiks. pot: oofy prodocey' btt populfttiofl.t tt 
migbt be thcscfore ressonable' ground for hesitation^ 
idiether dae benefit.of a pardftl water carrittgey kt 
AD inland paft of the kingdom, where thepiiddue4 
•od the coDSomptioo preserve neaiiy dft ^qual peed 
wbh each other^ will compeoaErte for the loss^ ot 
thoasands of acres of the most vakuible iMd thm 
sendered useless for the purplxm df agrieuUur^ 
and the multifarious^ ittjary done to the adjddeM 
RiradGiw« by the oozing of the warer ibrq«igh the 
iNmis ;' not tO' mestion the aitandanee of de^reda^ 
tkmet(» which all kinds of property in- ike viefnity 
^ a oanat i^ obviously and uMvoklabiy «iposed. 

To a few individuals^ whose- expensive nn^nors^are 
aowpred witii siniber aidvaiitag^ miVf aecrue,>^ from 
Aa ea$y eonvefyanea it afford!^ for (6ia heavy article 
tata^minrket^ and the lacreaied' demand and advance 
la the frm* Bat an advani»ge( of 4l»s< kind ttnm 
barpBKtisd in the entente coafiined in 'm dontinuance^ 
ami^a^ the same ttine opernte a!( a bar to improve^ 
ai^M among tile hm opulent Landhoildeh^v One^ 
^rA of die tammy tki^Bk&&Jtp&tided, laid out upon the 
i«MRhi of aioountry^ would* have a &r gneater ti^adbncy 
fo> improve the soil^ and ameliorate the condition of 
itviiibabitaat^. Every man* pessessea seme portion 

of ambition^ and^not tesa^perhaps ia possessed' by the 

.. I , . ' '^ . . 
^ .TUs; renurk h^s fajcefi. jusiifiec^ ifi;tfe oanal' cut- tbroiigh. the 
beart of Ueri^fordshire from Leominster, felrmiog a junction with 
the Severn at Stoujport, in the county of Worcester^ which has not 
piid^thc proprietors r ft 4 ptrcttiu 
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«liis ^Ipqpplo denooiinaUd fWmers^ thw any oUrnv 
imk^tm' W^^^^ rivalry. :^v«ry man is proud of 
exhibiting a good team or ^ougb pn tbe road; tlua 
enciQaragfs » gwd breqd of cM^C and hors^s^. by 
nv^icb th^ latWMi!^ <^ i^iculture are per%nie4 ; and/ 
it KQiw% ▼evy UtUa ^Qienoe to knowi that to po^aesp 
4te povr^r of perCoripaing labour^ is proportiooatt 
life$^, wd by whicb alono it» relative value ia 
diniiftlsbed or ij9cr§9sie4» 

Tbi9 plaofi^ ac^oovirledged the satne Lord with th« 
«d^imng C^le of Powis^ (as we learn from PoweU 
lag^ 3^0 v^^^ t^ prinoe of Wales came to Cbesterj, 
ignh of Sdw^rdi 4 reigi^ A, IK \3^Ql, to leceiye fealty 
•f (ill t^ pri;npip^l Freehold^a of Wales;, among 
iJKWi^ wbo d^ benMge waa Qryffydd^ Lord of fbole^ 
^ the Lordabip of Powis^ 

A pleasaotfe walk: of a oule brought vs to Fovn 
Cmtlj^ Tfaud veaeeaUe pile is. built, in the easte«« 
kted fdfin^ of ted aaad*stone, upoa the ridge of ^ 
nock of very small extent. Its plan, a i^ixture oC 
Castle and Mansion^. The entrance is by an aqcieofi 
S^teway^ between two ofiaasy round towers, into tbe^ 
m!t9t^^ SeMeral other .towers. are still stajidifig^.fianke4 
with semi-circular bastions. The inside exhibitii 
notibiog worthy of notice^ save a^ long gallery, 1.1 7 
feet by ao. It was once ntuch longer, but an apart* 
ment hst^ lately been tiiken from it* The hanging 
gardens, composed of terrace upon terrace, are as* 
oended by flights, of steps cut out of the sdid rock $ 
tli^ clipped sbmbs, and the remains of water works^ 
discovering the imitations of the wjeb^hfid taste, di^r; 
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played at St. Germains en Laye, Whidh the latis 
possessors had unfortunately too great an opportunity 
of cqjying, are removed. 

We discovered on the walls^ profiting by the negli- 
gence of the owner, the DiaiJthus Abmeria ; D. 
t>ELToiDES ; Cotyledon lutea ; and Parietaria 
bPPiciNALifj, in great profusion. It would appear 
sanguine to acquiesce with Lord Lyttelton, that 30001. 
judiciously laid out, would make Powis Castle the 
most august place in the kingdom ; yet it must be 
allowed, that the building is magnificent, and the 
situation delightfully grand. The devotee of nature 
would not, I am sure, refuse to ride a hundred miles 
to obtain a view from the terrace. The situation is 
peculiarly commanding. To the North, rises abruptly 
from the vale, Moel y Golfa, Breddyn, and Ccfn 
Castyl, the trifid summits of a rock more than 1000 
feet in height. On the highest peak the loyalty and 
gratitude of the country has erected an obelisk, in 
commemoration of the important victory obtained 
by Rodney over the French fleet in 1781. The 
advantageous ground upon which this column stands, 
renders it a striking object to the traveller for a gteat 
extent. 

Beneath lie the vales of Montgomery and Shrews- 
bury, through which the Severn winds her placid 
stream> and, seen in different places interrupted by 
the meadows, heightens the pleasing scene. 

The distant views are peculiarly fine, the Wrekin, 
like a sugar loaf, rising solitary in the Plain of Salop; 
the extensive chain of the Freidden Hills; to the 
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Norths tbe. summits of SDowdon ; and Westwaici^ 
the Giant Ca4er Idris mingling with the cloudy 
terminates the prospect. 

The park isformcd of spacious and verdant lawns^ 
with swelling hills^ ,well clothed with wood« . Thm 
venerabije qa^^ \yide-spreading beech^ and >9r^a-« 
mental chesniit^ diyensify the views in rich variety^ 
and highly Gontribute to render FowisPark aa ear 
viable place to the lovers of forest scenery* i 

. The fh^t mention of this place is A^D. 1108, 
when Cadwgan . ap Cy nvy o, . flying; , front the : perse*- 
Ctttion of his relation, Madwc, came to a place called 
Trallwng, (now Poole,) and fcavii^ b^gun to erec( 
^ t^stle, intended to make it his constant residence. 
But such w^s the*6pirit of revenge and treachery ii^ 
Madwc,,that with a desperate party he lay in ambush^ 
ibr him, and, slew ^im. In.ugi, it was besieged^' 
and taken by, Hubert, Archbishop of Canterbury. 
It was then the property of Gwynwynwyn> an4; 
styled his Castle at the Poole.* ,In 1233, Llej;<reljya 
ap Jorwerth overthrew this fortress, which npw as*; 
sumed the name of Castell Coch,,, Hence the con-, 
jpcture is prpbable, that Gryffydd'^had joinp^, tIjP: 
English, oi: refused the usual andOj?gitimate. sub- 
mission to Llewellyn, out of courtesy to the English, 
Monarch.. This victory, . like ijiosf pjhcrs of the, 
same perjod^ was only ten^porary^ as,\yft fijnd Owen^ 
tjbc. grandson of GryfFydd, in possession of the place,. 
By the marriage of his daughter, .Hawys, it came tOj 



♦ VidePowd.. 
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JisM de Cbarl wn, styled Valectas Dcttftlhi R6gi8. f ft 
lui posterity it eodfitiued seyerd generations* By 
the marriage of the eldest daughter of Inward Lord 
Piowini le Wad ednv^yed to Sh- John Grey- In this 
tttnily it rettiained till the time of ftdnfy VIII. ^6 
title theti beodme extinct. In the tfeign tHTEfiiabetfr^ 
8i^ William Herbert, Second «0A of the'fiari of 
Pdmbroke^ obtained it by purchase, and v^aS tttsittd 
LordPowi*** \ [' 

.' lA '16:44^ ufidAt^ iHercy Lofd Powi*, It Jicl^ dttt for 
the Kifl^, but wa4 soon 6bH^ tOsUi^end«f teSff 
iThomas Middfeton. The place was pillaged, and W 
lordship femalned a prisoner* 
• The present o^ncf ii Gebfgfe'.fearl of Pot^ls, Itf 
^ght of his moth«, Bai*bam, daitghtcf and sofe 
heiress of Lord JEdurard Herbert, Bwther to the fet 
Marquis af Tbwfei Though little of hs- fttteiettC 
greatness oif d^mcnse remain, yet ^Venteen tntLvtcfti 
ace stiffdepend'enl upon this Lordshiiy. 

drtils venerable castle is going £as£ to cfceay. 
The Imndirig^ are in a state of difepidation ;' tfc* 
garden arid grounds are neglected, and the pridtif 
ind ornament of the park is being removed for <Be? 
gake of the timber. What ^ the hand of time H 
doing for the one, the hand of avarice fe doing folf 
lire other? so that at no very distant period ther 
beauty and magnificence rif Powis will be no more, 
and some poor drivdling boy wiH have to ^het\^ tie' 
passing traveller the spot where brave Cadv^gan fiv6^ 
and Bleddyn's royal race, 

• Vide f)ugilale Bar. Vol. ilt 
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A sowll di8tBfio6ii»m'PooIfe is the pleasant ^\tf 
of CyveUiog ; at thcfixitof ifche Breddin are theniini^ 
cf the€iftertian Monaste^^ eaiUA Strata MaroeHi^ 
or Yjtend Marcfiell, founded by Owen CyveiHogy 
A. IX 1 1 70. It was richly endowed by G^wynwy riwyn^ 
in 120l> ivitk^tbe VKhoIe paitarage of the dialriGCxif 
this oame^ &r theexpoest purpose of inducing tii0 
Mohla tQ.pray.fisr the repose end aafety of that 
Hince*6 kwil. It ackpiired somq additional giMtv 
fiom Madwc'^p^Giyfiydd^ in iha rrign of £dwn|l 
HE When fche reeluae amongdt the Welsh >m»c 
tmxmtd to English abbies^ and x^(flaced by Engiisk 
Monka^ thiaiiicuiisr waa placed nn^er the contKHil^ 
and subject to. the 'visttatiQii of Buiidwas Abbey^^iiai 
Salop* At the disBdotipn, the reveniieay accpvdioy 
ta Speedy amoiinted to 73l 7s« 9d*^ ' Id thia pQighni 
facmrhood the Bbtanist ivill find^ CkATjaavs jlmza 

fjEMl^ CaiSPA^ CoTl^LBnolC XHTEA^SflDnK Aix^ar;^ 
KDiE^ Fatavba cambkicum, Ckz.oka TBRtOHI^^a. 
^ It was onr intention front tjbsa place to visit tb» 
vicinity of Montgomery^ but being inlbrQied that thc^ 
ride frfxa Llanvair^: fay a new road, to Newtown^ 
uraa very niucb adnared,^ and that -we could taioa^ 
Montgoqnery <on oar ifay^ we preferred this to tlafcia^ 
the.direet ro^d;^ Passing a hiflyi country, andf far 
Wales in a high decree of cnkmtfpn,: (the culeaia^ 
of t)irnip$^ and^heepsfolding bdng'Wel) atidcrsiodd^. 
ive 8cx>n arrivdd'at.tbe little town' of lAAvrAtffy u^' 
tuatcd between hills, on the banks of the wide-flowing 
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Vkrnwy, This river 'abounds wltli SQkh a quantity 
and variety offish, as ju^ly to entitle it to the classical 
name of ^Amnis Fi8co9iLS4^ These fiiuiy tribes not 
only add life to its widely diffused Iwaters^ but 
ifibrd a very profitable amusement to the inhabitant^ 
who are peculiarly dexterous in the: use M the' 
harpoon^ or spear« Under this name there arc twot 
instruments^ ve^ different in their .structure^' but 
wmd for the same purpose. The smgIe:aQd -double 
^learJ : The first' is a nart'6w':piede pf steel;^ aboat^ 
om ioot long, with a barb at ith^ end, placed iaa^ 
ahorthandle^ mu\ a small rope at i the end; to dam> 
i^back to the spearmait^. The. otfaeRlcdnsists of a 
hin^le, s7x feef in leilgtfa^ armed at the lower- dx-*. 
^emity with three broad fiat pteces of wdl-tempered' 
steel, parallel to each other, and united at the handle^ 
similar to the three tined forks used by the London^ 
gsufideners to^gi&t up potatoes,/ with the addition of 
barbs at the leod of tha tines, exactly like the trl* 
dent; with which Neptune is fabled to be armed by 
the Poets. With these, they proceed to the stations^' 
At high water the iish come up towards the springs it 
the water suddenly subsidinjg, they are left in what* 
areicalled pools, which are deep excavations, fcMfmedH 
byjthie mountain * torrehts in the rocky bed of the; 
river. Here they are 6ntrapped> and fall an easy prey"^ 
t9 thctr wary pursuers. The spearmen stand upoii 
th^ bfoad fiat stones by the sides of .thesa.pools^ and* 

^ Salmon, trout, samlet, grayling, minnow, percb, rough or 
pope, carp, tenck, shad, roach, dace, gud^on, bleak, chub, k|cli» 
-buU.head, ccl, laropc^V-fl*ndeii ' -' ^••'' * 
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striking at the ^sbj if hrgt, v^ltb the stngk/ an<|i 
if small^ with the dwljilf sp^u*^ generally brings tb^ 
pii;{i$ to shore* 

: ]jt i» highly pleasing to see with what deiit^rity th^y 
lierfprm these piscatory os^iKeuvres* Sometimes thp 
SiJin^ ar^ pursued in the night by aQ animated 
ehope^ the spearmwi being directed to ibe fi^b by 
vbisp9 of lighted straw or torches^ which the fiifa 
ttkiAg for the light of the sun or mpon^ ad* 
^n», md &U An easy prey to this un^nerons 
tfwcbery* 

iFindi^g nothing remarkably interestihg in the 
iewn, I imlked alone to like chsirph^ which stands 
at a small distance. On entering the church-yard^ 
1 waa particularly atiiuck (because it w^ hiire I 
first observed it^) with the remarkably custom that 
prevails ove? North Wales of planting the graves of 
departed* ffiend^wit^ Various eyergreeos^ and all the 
choicest gifts of flora's hand. 5ox, tfinft, wd other 
plants fit for edging, are^ plwted rouBd in the shape 
of the grave for a border, aqd evpry . flower that 
adorns the smart pgr^re, is pJa^^ \viU)IP« aQ* that 
the taste of the living may here be know« by the 
manner of embellishing these mansions of the dead. 
The snow-drop, violet^ and primrose, harbingers of 
spring, denpt^ the ipfant dust; tbp^ rocket, rolse, 
and woodbine^ §iim^ matorer ye^a; vbile unsey, 
rue, and star-wovt, mirk declining Kfe. Each has 
its little evergreen, fond emblem of that perennial 
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State where change is known no more.*' • Nor ar^ 
they, once 4>lanted, left to be over-run by tlie luxu- 
riancy of less delicate neighbours, but con6tletntly 
weeded and cherished by the hands of the nearest 
friends of the deceased, who appropriate every Saturn- 
day afternoon for this amiable weakness, or mther 
pious remembrance of departed worth .-f- It was now 
Saturday^ and several persons were busily employed 
in these pleasing offices of respect and love. I thought 
it inhuman to ^ disturb them, and I was just going 
softly to retread my steps, and retire from the scene, 
but perceiving I w^ noticed, my curiosity got the 
better of my veneration. Seeing a person, whose 

* Shakspeaie! sweedy alludes to this, custom in his Cymbeline: 

With faifest flowers, lass, 
I'll sweeten thy sad grave ; thou shalt not lack 
The flower that's like thy face, pale primiose, nor 
The azure hare-bell, like thy veins. No, nor 
The leaf of eglantine, which, not to slander, 

Outsweeten'd not thy breath. 

* > 

+ Still when the hours of solemn rites return, ' 
The village train in sad procession mourn ; * 

Pluck every weed that might the spot disgrace, ^ 

And plant the fairest field-flow'rs in their place* 
Around no noxious plant or flowret grows, 
Sut the first dafibdil, and earliest rose ; 
The snowdrop spreads its^ whitest blossom here. 
And golden cowslips grace the vernal yeari 
Here the pale primrose takes a fairer hue, 
/Vnd tYQTy violet boasts a brighter blue. 
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youth and beauty^ as wdl as profaund attention^ 
would bave attracted the notice of i^esless curiouai 
than tny own, I approadied her : with respect; ,i 
ventured, to ask her the nature and meaning of the 
custom, but she eluded my inqukies, and went oa 
removing the obtrusive weeds. Fhading^. however, 
that I was iihixirtunate, she turned her head, and 
shewed a beautiful countenance^ still more interesting 
from grief;' the tears trickled down her cheeks, and 
with a voice that rebuked by intrusion, she said^ 
''I come. Sir, here every.Saturday to pluck these 
weeds, and to weep over my dear brotheiv— I had 
but one — ^he was a brother-^-4>ut he* was too good 
to remain here— I would I had gone in his stead! !"; 
After an interval of silence, that it would have been 
long before I could have : brdken,. she added, ^M 
don't know whether I am wrong. Sir, but I fre^ 
quently pray that my dear brother may flourish ia 
Paradise as this rose on his grave: I have been told^ 
that I ought not to pray, for the dead,* but I find 
my heart better after it, and I feel a stronger desire 
to be holy, that I may be the sooner fit to go to him/* 
' My sympathy I found was strongly afiected, and 
ihe piety of the sentiment disarmed me of all power 
to demonstrate the fellacy of the doctrine* 



* Whatever may have been said by able writers upon this sub- 
ject, yet it requites no subtlety of reasoning to prove it an enoneous 
dpctrine. A sttict adherence to the plain representation of scrips 
tttte win fiirnish.the unlettered christian with an inTindUc and 
4«cj9fre argumcml sgainit it. Rev. chap, uui, v« iO, 11, 

C2 
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, A.litti0 furtJwrappetQed ^Me diat bid b^4k»qtolt|)f 
ifiNflod^ sad ihs frieod ktdbr gon^;. . Tb^ed M93; 9 
jlecuKtr dttgrdci'of ocatD6ffia]K^jb.t&is.gwre) wkbiti 
Ag outinr' nelosuire wfB.an ibimiom, ih.^ Btse of 
^yowtg cfaiid's ; OR tnqftiry, I ftxiod tfaall a^^hmalo 
vra» intAtt'ed'.ltttm^ whc^ la the aet of gi9hg:iifof bod 
Imi h^r otvn^. Sbe* liAd.^e<;| kioh^-^Jsed, «nd has 
<)|i^tiii§ ii tragi ibulr: ^ few bomrs aiber ibd mother^ 
^aa. p]iiad :in die same ofiffin, and buried ip the same 
gtttve. :HQrs^ ia:a tvcpittsdntatida of atT>^laticfllDwer99- 
dl6 infaiul> If aa dying: :cia.:'h^ Jveast; Tbe^fauduidd; 
aialL a-widmcenri bad jast iaocn 4p perfiDrna thi^ Sadler 
^Ioa9ingi>laikjTaturiiis^4»iJ]c dDubtle^ aaitie^d thii 
fia badiioBiaiailifiRr^^fe ftiand of hia-bosoaiitfaai dis^ 
taoM and separation aUo\Hed.hith tis^do;iand etfinciB|F 
to theauisnviag^ fHeDflhs^i that lihelmtuds w£ lier w>ba 
badileft lAien^'wtr^ frtill dear inlhia denniembrande, and 
ikat ibay stil^ lived in Ub af&ct^ons; i ' 

, ^c liwmtbe reraeosbranca of thoee we ]af%» h 
in inadndt o^Baate mtJb opr very Bain^; aod ikb 
postbamoife atHeadoni to^ oar departed imandv ^hjle 
it cheriahaA tbab pcmcipielJvdQidB isi tbr spdl of s^ 
ckty,, andtba eiyeetnar of life, impnesso^ upon our 
rteoUijctaon the virtuea which tihrough Kfe J\ye.had 
forgotten to. appreciate, wgea them siirongiy ta^mf 
imitation, and calls our attention to that Great Day 
of Inquisition vyhich. th^y have already seen, au^ ye 
s^iall soon;'>e §^.mfi)QOpd t^ bdl)9ld!. ',' Jbs^gax.a^^^^ 

^WJS^i.vm $^ ^ saofiTr^iid th& fJ^iiqiiophiMUy' 
xaaa-Qto-thaijr beav^e a sigh ovw tfa^pi^afoHO^ ^rf^ifitf 
antiquated^ arfd "as they may tertii it^^'su^i^-'stittouaf 
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custom ; but to me, who scorn all participation with 
these characters, it appeared in a sacred point of view, 
and the tear of sympathy has often stolen down my 
cheek while I beheld it. On the whole, I cannot 
but be strongly inclined to think, that whatever tends 
to cherish the rerfi^ml^aftc^'of d^pirted virtue, and 
to solicit our attention to a future world, must be 
consistent with the highest reason, and ultimately 
pr^dd^Vk of essential good. With sucl;)n9€MiiiBlQts 
so congenial to your own, and in the sincerity of 

- ^' ' / ' •» •lull.. • .' ' i'i %^ \ f'U'// 

• H/ ^M ;. • loTfimpin yours, &C4 

1" 'Hi)':'.' 5 ■• "!o ;- ' .: • Ij Iryw; <• -^. » ;. fj 
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;) LETTER II. 



DearSiiIj ' LJoj^ir. 



XN the morning of life the mind iis elut^d' 
with hope^ Ibecause yet unacquainted with its de- 
lusions ; and is sanguine in its views^ because it has 
not experienced . the bitterness of disappointment. 
The body, unwearied with reiterated fatigue, attends 
a willing and agile associate in the pursuit of hap« 
piness : every object around wears a correspondent 
tint of gaiety ; and the distant prospects in the ho- 
rizon of life fill the imagination with fascinating dreams 
of ideal and inexpressible pleasures. 

We left Llanfair just as the beauteous orb of day 
was darting his golden beams from behind a lofty 
mountain on our left : while the grey mists of mom 
were fast retiring towards the ocean. His brilliant rays 
threw a lustre over the umbrageous woods, and the 
dew drops, like sprakling gems, stood tiptoe on the 
waving foliage. The feathered tribes were chanting 
their matin song of gratitude; and the hills in 
distant whispers echoed these warbling notes of praise. 
Every thing conspired to excite the most pleasing 
sensations^ to stimulate exertion^ and inspire hope* 

2 
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Hitherto we bad experienced little difficulty^ and 
our labour had been amply rewarded by the pleasure 
we had received. Highly gratified with the past, 
we were disposed to look favourably to the future ; 
and^ iu defiance of the many obstacles thrown in our 
way^ to take within this expursion th$ source of the 
Severn* Our road lay through a country consisting 
of vales and moderately rising hills; their bases 
skirted with woods, their sides cultivated far up, and 
their tops adorned with numerous flocks. The inter-- 
mediate risings were now covered with the golden 
grain^ and the meadows rich in luxuriant pasturage:* 
the country well wooded, and the differtot streamlets 
meandering in gentle murmurs by to join their waters 
with the Severn, gave life to the pleasing scenery. 

In passing the Caslle of Caereineon, a Roman 
Fortress, few remains of which are left, and of those 
it may be said, " Eham perlere ruirue^^ we came' 
to the small village of Bebhiw: where the handsome 
litde church and parsonage, the neat ;ippearance o^ 
the whited cottages, and highly cultivated farms, gave 
us an idea of content and plenty ; and brought to 
our recollection Goldsmith^s description of Auburn 
in its prosperous state, with which he commences his 
elegant Poem the Deserted Village; 

" Sweet Auburn! loveliest village of the plain, 

** Where health and plenty cheer'd the labouring swain} 

•• Where smiling spring its earliest visits paict, 

♦* And parting summer's lingering blooms delay'd, 

* By the road side we fiNMid the Ojlkithogmvm lvtivm and 

C41U>UVS EJUOrBOftVS* 
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I << Deal* loHfely.boWfiils df innocence arid e}«e/ 
. ♦« Seats of rciY youth, when every sport cx)ti'd please* 
*V How often have I loiter*d o'er thy green, 
*^ Where humble happiness etidear*d each scene! 
' *'* Mow often have t p^us''d on every chartii, 
'* **' tlii shatter 'd tot, the cuHrvated firrti, 
* <» ^he rteV^-fetljng brtxAj thebuiyitoin, 
^ ♦' The decent church, that topt the heighboinrid^ hlU# 
. «* The hiwtborn bush, \virii seats beneath its shade, 
j ^^ For talking age, and whispering lovers made!" 



, > 



^ A venerable mansion rose tq.view at the end.o^ 
qpn avenue of aged trces^ the seat of the late Arthur 
Blaney, Esq. a descendant from Brochvvel Ys 
Chy throg. An elder branch of the family was ennobled 
in Irelandj^ in the year l620|, by the title of lyprdi 
^laneyi of Monogham On inquiring into the cba* 
r^Qt^r of tt}i? gentleman, we soon discovered the greafc 
cause pf alt the neatness and cheerfulness we ad- 
ipired. tie had lived near three generations OJ^ hig 
own estate, , amidst the smiles of an indulged and 
happy tenantry, in the old British style of dig^nifieA 
hospitality. ; Though possessed of an immense landed, 
property, Mr, Blaney was virtually his own steward,. 
No tenant.of his was ever, ruined or oppressed by 
the petty tyranny of ^n agent. He who received 
the rents, and be who paid themj were confronted 
together at tke table of this truly great man. |ie w-* 
tered vyith paternal attentiop into all their little con- 
cerns, n^ressed their grievances^ and suppi^^4 their 
vyants. He knew their profits and their losses ; the 
dti6 feceVv"cy'^''^sitiil^ of "approbation, the otW hp 
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ebfamkemted and relieved. VirtaOus indttMiyi IC 
unfortunate, always found in hind a AyofpathistBg 
firidnd: it gave him pleasure to see a num^ffioM 
fiiteily rising into a state of cdmfoi't arid bonsei^edot 
frook the produce of that s^I, Which, ^xdosivt of 
Ibis just reward of labour^ yielded him sd alftiMtti 
a portion* A respectable yeomanry and hkppf 
peasantry, hd ns6d to observe, were the pride and 
topport of a cobntry. As the language of Timtflooii 
was his, the wish of Timoleen shduld havfe bebn btt 
iiotto, ^^ Maimt se diUgi fudmniihu^^ Cor. Nepi 
! This was tb^ character of the ptojirietorcfBerli'iit 
Hirk in xyak relative duty ; and in tvbry 6trfaer hd 
acted consistent with hiniseilf^ He is gone! and 
fearful lest they should neVer see his like agatitj lite 
land lanientk and tnourhs. Happy would it be for 
the wd&m bf kingdOnoi, if tho^e ib power did but 
practiddly adtferfe to the solid maxims of this abte 
politician.^ Luxury may adminibtei^ food to VaaStyi 
and fvealth majr add }nsdlen6e to pride % but it musf 
be by a proper bali<nce of }mpc)rtaoc6 amidst tbo 
diflferenC relations of sotfety^ that the safety of a 
SUte can be secured; and on the strength of tbo 
aMij[ionej£it pans^ hs wdfin'b and stieibility must 
depend. Wheti A due equim>rium iel preserved bf 
sCnnultab and sensorial )pb^^x In oUr corporeal sj^stfeloi 
tbe body renvains in a state of health; but the kaif 
departure from this^ is lipproxnnation to disease I 

Aniy destroy this ti^uilibium^ let the vital fluids flon^ 

» 

^ Cbnc enim speciefti libertatls esse, ti omnibus, quod ^oisque 
flltet, l€^\\m experiri iiceret, . 
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20 TOUR THUOCTGH KORTa WAlX^ 

linequallyj the body becomes weak^ the solids debi- 
litated, the functions of life gradually cease, and a 
continuance of the same fatal causes produces dis- 
solution and death. A wretched peasantry is the 
' body politic, paralysed at the extremities; and an 
oppressed and over-burthened yeomanry, the solids 
of the country in a state of gangrene* 

Crossing the Severn over a wooden bridge we ar- 
rived at Montgomery. Having ideally, supposed 
that the County Town must be superior to all others 
in point of beauty and extent, we were disappointed 
to find it a small place, tbnsisting of about a hundred 
half-timbered houses forming a miserable street. It 
]S Situated on the declivity of a hill, and under tha 
•hadow of another: and, not excepting St. 'Asaph, 
h the smallest town in the kingdom. In the upper 
part of it stands the Guildhall, ^ handsome stone 
building, where the Sessions are hdd, in rotatiori 
with Poole and the other session towns in the 
justiciary of Chester. At the bottom stood a large 
mansion, called Black-hall^ the seat of the Her- 
berts, long since destroyed by fire : and a deep foss 
now marks the scite where once it ^tbod. Thii 
town was built by Baldwin, Lieutenant of the Welsh 
Marches, in the time of William the Conqueror, and 
called by the Welsh TreTaldwyn> i. e. Baldwyn*tf 
Town, It took the name of Montgomery^ from 
Roger de Montgomery, Earl of Shrewsbury, who 
conquered it, whose inheritance it afterwards was, and 
by whpm, according to Poomsday, the castle was 
built. It was made a free borough by charter frpn^ 
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King Edward III. who also conferred upon it^ among 
other privileges,: that of sending one member to Par^ 
liament.: But the privilege was not claimed till long 
after the grant; as tbe first Burgess summoned by 
the King's Writ was William Herbert, A. D^ 1542. 
It is. jgoverned by a Bailiff and twelve capital Burr 
ge^ses, in whom the right of electing tbe represent 
tativc 18 vested. During the long contests between the 
Welsh and English, this place was considered a most 
important station ; was defended by a castle, walls witb 
watch towers,, and had four gates. It carries on a small 
trad^ in tanning, but is now so inconsiderable, as to 
put otk the appearance of a deserted village* . 
! Mr* Pennant was. disposed to be facetious when he 
miide; the following observations:—^* Whether ia 
tM' times this plaoe abounded mQre than is ustial 
with ladies of free lives and conversattoni^ 1 do not 
pretend to.^ay ; but early the free Burgesses had the 
privilege of the Goging-stool, Cucking-stool, or Coke- 
^ool, or what the Saxons call the Scealfing-stole* 
^/^, says my authority, fer ohjurgatrices e$ m^re^. 
trices tnuJta mala in villa oriunfur ; and these were to 
have the judgment * de la gQging stoole :* and therein 
to be placed with naked feet and dishevelled hair, as 
an example to all beholders. Probably this was not 
found to* answer the end intended, therefore im* 
mersion or ducking was in after-times added, as aa 
improvement to ef&ct a radical cure/'* Fid. Srum^ 

* The costomt still ia use in Scollaady of placing fornicators of 
|x)th sexes upon what they call a tepiutmg sto»l, in the church, and in 
lull view of the congfegation, waa probably derived from tkis • 
Vid. Gtithrie> Geog. p. l68* 
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iima,p.3'jQ^ Hard tbe ieiraed A^idqfQmy told ui 
,wiiat kind bf imtnmrent this Wa6, tbe origin of the 
fonisfaii^nt,. and the ceremony that took place ort 
Ite occafifkm^y we droiild have been infermed »M9^ 
afe cfttert&ined ; but here hfe i* «ilent: And why h» 
clH^yld vti^ilS^ tbk obsemtion at Mbntgomery/ M 
ppefer^ntje to tfiy other pgfrt of the prinoipalky, it 
ife difficult to co*>ject0fe ; for this, so for from beifig 
-i I^al> rs ftot a prwincial nibde 6f correbtiod :' tli* 
^6torfi tra$ genmil to the Whole island^ md strli 
ii^mmfis as part of th^ Gomm^ Lair of ti^or Redlm* 
> BlackstOT)^ observes in bis Cofhmentarids/ Bi i\ri 
C 13, " A cbftiAwJff ^t)ld, ^mmmnxMtf^i i&p tmx 
CtmttcHi 1m^ OteiMeis it to tb6 fennnrne gie^dii^^ is 
C pdbllfe hti(s^ttee't<^ her nti^hbo^hood : i6f wbidi 
liflfefjfcd $te Me^ ()l^iildtct!&d) and ¥ coi^^iciedy )§HiAt 
Ifife fie^teboigK b bt pts^dd ki^ a 'ebftaiii tstighib df edf^ 
iettio^> t(^itt^ the ^t^ba«feiirtiiMi%3tof^y ioi"i;ti&k^ 
iftg stoi^ ;* tSiOiigfc i)dW Jfc 4s' Iraiifttebtly iftttffik*^ 
^uclltng it^I) beD^s^ tlie M^#66 i:)f th^ejisTdglnen! 1^ 
tbai I^Hi^n ^e & io ba j^aeed fttemin, ftbe ^s^ b<^ 

"^ ♦ It is caJTed in Wdsh Tsial Urociy Htcrally a stool of manl- 
jbstatron ot fexJ)o^itidA. Cdke Mi'ii^rfifefe cuclr, or gacfc, a scold 6^ 
Mvl, ii^m M^ the ^6fl| tiiekdwi, t>ir gud&dw^ and li^ id tiiA 
Snoon kngusge laea^s wsiHtf l?eca<fsi a^cdlding worilan was,- ic|| 
|ier punis!iment| soused in the water^ .^ Instit. 219I With all 
due deferenoB to this Jiigh authority, such definitions corroborate 
tfie cynical remark upon etymotegy, tfcat ^ fe eruditlo d^lwltum. Io 
ffe 1'«!t«Wic language, t6 ydWk rfie-HSHfeA feaH 4i^ t^i^ iile^ 
^inhlty, gauch signifies afpoL The word ga*[ky, evidently derived 
from this, use4 in many jSrts ISf tfe id^iMJlh, iffeSh's to kme t 
gake is a cuckoif , 4nd figutalrSHt ^^ p^rscS dfe#|pised : gbfeini' slo^ 
therefore must mean a s'fool 3f t'5fttdKtt|ftd' Jertsiofi, * * _J 
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plugged iato tbe water for her pui^i^fameeifc/* A dQm^ 
mi^ntftkor ju3t]y rwi^rks, '^ tb^t it doe9 not- ^V9j»f 
much of gallantry in our suacisstors^ that they supr 
posed Bone but livomcn could be guUty of ibis 
offence, as they did ; for the technical words denoting 
the same, whilst the proceedings were in latin, wen^ 
iil of tbe femininfi gender^ as rixauix, cakmuaairir^ 
cmmunU fugnatrixy commutus facts petriurhairixy 

The eastle of Montgomery, as before stated, wat 
supposed to have been ^erected by the Earl of Shrewsk 
bury ; but it is more probable, that U was bmlt by 
ihe founder Baldwyn ; for iq the ye^r IO92, thefe if 
an accowit of Roger de Montgomery forcibly ^k^ 
tering Powis land and taking TreTaldwyn, with its 
Castle. In two years after, IO94, the Welsh, carry^ 
ing devastation thj^ough this part of die country, took 
the Castle by storm, and put tbe garrison to the swovd^ 
while Rufus, and his discomfited army, were obliged 
to retreat precipitatdy into England* (Vid. Brnmt 
Hns Chron.J The Earl of Shrewsbury rebuilt it, and 
Ihe Welsh soon after a second time destroyed iL 
From this period it probably remained lof>g in a dis4 
mantled state ; for history is silent till it mentiocit 
a new Castle, 12(11, in the time of Henry III. By 
this Monarch it was granted to Hubert de Burgii 
with a considerable appointment. lUader Hubert it 
was besieged by the Wdsh, but opportundy re* 
lieved by the King. 

■ It was for a long period the scene of muoh ii9^ 
eomftture and cliagrin to the English, ovving to tJi^ 
eloseand extensive forests in its ^icifiity ; whec^ ttM 
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Welsh, lying in ambush^ were enabled by maraudirrg 
]>arties to annoy the English, by cutting off the 
supph'es for the garrison. 

From this time, till it came to Roger Mortimer, 
1354, it underwent a variety of changes. It was then 
included in the Hundred of Cherbury, and from 
that family it came to the Herb^ts. In the civil 
wars it was held for the King, but after a very feeble 
resistance, it submitted to the Parliament forces 
under Sir Thomas Middleton* On the appearance 
of the Royal Army under Lord Byron, Sir Thomas 
fled to Oswestry, leaving the garrison in a weak and 
unprovided condition. But before a regular siege 
could be commenced. Sir Thomas, being greatly re- 
inforced, raised the siege, and the King's Army was 
obliged to retreat with terrible slaughter. It was soon 
after dismantled by order of the Parliament, and re- 
duced to the melancholy heap of ruins, which new. 
seem to mock the craggy steep on which it stands, 
. Near Montgomery is the famous mountain, of 
Mynydd, or Cefh Digoll ; celebrated for having 
been the spot where the liberty of the Welsh gave 
its expiring groan. Here was fought the last con- 
tested battle between the hirelings of Oppression and 
the surviving Heroes of the fallen Principality. 

Immediately on the death of Llewellin, Madowc, 
cousin to that Prince, assembled an army of the 
most determined partizans of independence, and 
having surrounded Edward in the Forest of Snow- 
den, near Caernarvon, obliged the King to makQ 
an ignoble retreat ; but, after defeating the King's 
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Generals at Denbigh apd Knocking waB himself here 
completely defeated^ great part of his followers slain,- 
and the' rest put to flighty or taken prisoners. (Fid. 
Warrington^ It was again sacked and pillaged by 
Glyndwr^ 1401^ at the time he ravaged the borders* 
dF Poole^ and destroyed the Abbey of Cpmbip* 
Lelandy Vol. 5. p. A. . 

Our next object was Tre'Newydd, or Nbwtowk, 
pleasantly situated on the banks of the Sevprn, by 
which it is nearly surrounded. The houses bein^; 
principally half-timbered^ i. e. timber frames, with 
the intermediate spaces filled up with whatde and 
dab, or lathe and plaister, gives it an appearance of 
meanness, otherwise it is a neat^ clean town.t It 
contains Several streets, and is in a flourishing condi« 
tion* An extensive manufactory of flannel is carried 
on in the town, and in the parts adjacent. This 
article is got up in a masterly manner^ and employs 
the numerous poor of the town and neighbourhood. 

Welsh flannels have long preserved the ascen-^ 
dancy in the markets over those got ,up in other, 
places, and probably will long continue to do so. 
Two reasons may be adduced for this pre-eminence; 
1st, the mountain sheep produce wool of a very fine, 
though short staple, peculiarly adapted for this useful 
article of female «dress ; and the proximity of New« 
town tp the hill country of Montgomery, Radnor,, 
and Merionedd, gives an advantage to the manu- 
facturer over his rivals in the market : 2d, the modq 

♦ Nemon, five miles from Montgomerlke, is meatljr wellbuilded 
tfttttheWalcbefMcion. Lei. ■ 
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" of bleaohing ooc^ions a still greater' diffibrcincid Jd 
Ihd aniole^ both in respoQt to foftnass. aad delicacy^ 
^es0 are all bleached by the atmosphefic acUt 
bping e}^x)«ed^ afler immersion in an ^kaKne ley^ 
*pmi bleachiBg grounds till thoroughly whitened ap 
w^le those of Yorkshire, and other parts of Bbgland, 
are placed in close stoves^^nd subjected to the aeUail 
•f 8ul)ihuric acid, arising from the fumes of bumihg 
splpbur. After a little gentle friction between tfaer 
ft^gers, the difibrence may easily be ascertained* AH 
the flannels manufactured tbeve are the effect of 
inaHual labour : machinery has not yet fbuad its^ wajl 
inta North Wales. The sdoption pf tbem by Me^ra^ 
Cboke and Mason into their large manti&ctory ajMur 
Shrewsbury, will probably fecilitate their introduow 
tiom There is eertaioly gi^t room for Improvenwoi 
in scfveral departments of this trade. Till verjp 
fetely, the act of wool-stapling, or sqrting^ was uxK 
known, or at leasi not practised. The fieece, at most^ 
ttras brdken into two parts, the neck wool and the 
rumpf. They are, however, in an improYing state V 
afad have learnt, that, notwithstanding a littltB ad<f 
ditronal expence iti labour, it is gteat eoenomy to 
attend to the staple of th^ commodity ; and six or 
seven sorts are now frequently distinguished. Thli 
has effected' a material change in the trade; instead 
•f having but one strong useful soil:, tfcat wed to 
$en from 8d. to lid. per yard, they famish flanneli 
Irom lld^. to 4s. per yard. It has been observed^ 
th«t i0 proportion a» distinctions in tbe ^uali^y ]^«^o 
increased, coarse goods havQ advaaMdiapriac^. w 
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• 

being purchased under 1 I^.and I2d. per yard. This, 
perhaps, may be attributed tea more powerful cause; 
formerly, every manufacturer used to bring bis own 
goods to market, but now a set of factors, pr middle^ 
men J as they are termed, go over the country, buy 
up al^ they can find, and attend at Poole, and even 
Shrewsbury market. 

Their number increaees, and consequently with 
it the price of flannels. This is considered as a 
ready-money article ; the purchase money is de- 
posited at the time of buying, and the -Garriagft 
paid by the purchaser. 

The exportation of flannels to America and the 
West-Indies, by the Merchants of London and 
Liverpool, is much more considerable than the home 
tonsumption. What is the quantity made iil this 
district,itwouldbedifEcult to ascertain. Mr. Pennant 
says, there are brought annually to Wcl^ Poole, 
between 700 and 800,000 yards of flannel; but he 
does not state the particulars upon which he formed 
his estimate. The number of people employed may 
be about 3000, 500 of which are weavers: allowing 
that evey man weaves 80 yards per week, the ag- 
gregate quantity will be about 750,000 yards. 

Adjoining the town is Newton Hall, an ancient 
fariiily seat of the Prices. Hearing that the famous 
Roman Station of Caer Sws was at no great dis- 
tance, we hastened towards it. The road crossing 
the old Roman way, from Chester to South Wales, 
called Sarn Swsan, soon brought us to Caer Sws, a 
place that lost, with its conquerors, its magnificence 

D 
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and iiBportance. This bow 4^11 baoilet^ on the 
banks of the Severn^ coio^i^ting of ^ fe>y, houses^ ^af 
once of conseqiience, as the remains in the vicinity 
shew. The adjacent fielcb, by th^ indjowires in- 
tersecting each other at right apgles, are said to 
represent the numerons streets, it once consisted. of; 
and the hollows, from their regularity, as evidently 
discover its ancient fosses, and shew tbat.thei forti- 
fications were of considerable exteqt. On the Nor^ 
side are the remains of a raippart, called Gwyn 
Vydidd: E^tWJird, Rbo^ Ddiarberd, in the parish 
of Llanddinam, where, beside entrenchments, thera 
is a l&rge barrow; and at a pla^et^Ued Cefn Carnedd, 
on the West side, are sirnilai! remains* Above 
Llanddinam Church, on the top of the hill, is a re- 
markable Fortress, palled Y Gaer Vychan, or the little 
Fortress, marked by several fos^, and# probably 
from the shape, a British, Post* The Church of 
Llanddinam stt^nds pleasantly on the abrupt risings 
that juts out like a promontoj^ into the vale* 

Intending to follow the course of the river to its 
source, we took the lower way, by which we avoided 
the arduous and difficult passes of the Carno Moun- 
tains, and could proceed without the disagreeable ap« 
pendage to the sentimental traveller^ a guide. This 
tract of country is enriched by nature and popular 
tion; it unites in a happy ^ss^^mblage objects 
which please by their tranquil beauty, and thost 
which surprise by their stupendous grandeur t woods^ 
orchaids. Verdant pastures, and well-cultivated fields^ 
are intermingled ia rich profpsipn.; neat ferms^ 

2 
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getitlemen^d seats^ ahd w^ooden bridges^ of rtiltie 
workmanships thrown in several places across tfa6 
mer^ heighten the colouring of the land^apb. 

The road is highly picturesque; for the vale bcgi/ti 
to contKtct^ inclosed by steep lofty hilts^ whose bases 
h many places are fringed with close hanging w66dsi 
Among the most considerable' are those of Berthlwydi 
beneath which are the remains of an old mansiob, be- 
longing to the ancient family of the Llwyds. OA 
the NbrtH sid^ of these woods is a small lake^ called 
IJyri y Afange, or tic Lake of Beavers. !f ronA 
several places in Wales taking tiheir name from ihrk 
8ninial> there can be little doubt of its having beeAi 
onde ati inlmbit'ant of this country. That there ar6 
none found at present^ cannot be an objection ; since 
ifere is tbe greatest proof of the fFoIf and the 
Roebuck hiving b*n very Numerous, (Fid. Roix)tj 
and these have in the same manner given names t6 
Mveral places* dThe edict of Edgar* accounts foir 

^ The Princes of North Wales Living, for a length of time, 
segkcted to pHy tfa^ tr9>ute exacted by the Kuig of London, Edgar 
appealed with an army to enforce it. By a measure, as wiib as It 
was hamane, he changed the peconiaiy tribute into a requisition of 
300 wolves annually; creatures that were very d^tructive both to the 
Welsh and English on the borders. In the third year, it is saidj ' 
ilbxit wei« none to be found; slnd the Princes of North Wales 
became exempt from adcnovdjcdgement to the King of Eii^nd* 
X(%ar seems in this instance to have been actuated by die same 
SDQCives as Solon^ who enacted, that whoever brought a he wolf 
was to receive five draphms, (the price of an ox;) and for a ste 
wolf one, the price of a sheep. Vid^ Fktarch. 

P2 
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the extirpation of the one^ aiid the defalcation ($f the 
woods for. the disappfearance of the other. , 

An objection has been raised from the etymology 
of the word Afange^ being an abbreviation of Avonog, 
fiuviatilis^ as Llwynog^ a Fox, from Llwyn, Sylva^ 
ticuSy and therefore might mean an otter^ or any 
aquatic animal ; but from the description given of 
It by the old poets^ that it was an amphibious animalj 
having the fore feet like a dog, those behind like a 
goose, of a dark grey colour, with an oblong cartila- 
ginous tail, with which in swimming it used to steer its 
course, there can be no doubt as to the identity of 
the animal. Gyraldus says, they abounded in his 
time; and in. his Iter makes many remarks upon 
their superior instinct and subtlety. 

The veracity of Gyraldus has been frequently 
q)iestioned, yet if we consider that he wrote in an 
age when nothing would please, that was not cal- 
culated to excite admiration (far less minuteness of 
observation, and accuracy of description,) allow- 
ances must be made; yet he will not shrink in com- 
parison with his cotemporaries. If we allow some- 
what for prejudice, and somewhat for the changes 
that must in several centuries have taken place, the 
"Monk is far from being a despicable or unpleasant 
companion through the Principality^ to this day. 
His account, in this instance, is unquestionably con* 
finned. The beaver was called Llost-iydan, or the 
broad-tailed animal, and the skin was esteemed a 
luxury, and formed the chief finery of dress in the 
time of the great Cambrian Legislator, Howel Dda; 
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it was valued ^t 120 pence, while thjit of a martin 
was 2A ; an ermine, otter,' wolf, or fox, was only 
12 pence. Fid. Leges Wall. 26o, 26 1. ' 
* Adjoining Berthlwyd is Llanidlos, a poor incon- 
siderable town,*^taking its name from the Saint (St. 
Idlos) to which its small neat 'church is dedicated. 
The roof is supported by six arches, the columns of 
which are' surrounded with rieat round pillars, en- 
riched with capitals of palm leayeS. The date in the 
roof, 1542, favours the account given by the people, 
that they were 'brought from Cwm Hlr, in Radnor- 
shire, at the dissolution of that monastry. This,^ 
though small, is the only town of consequence in 
this district ; and from the regularity which ap- 
pears in its plan, the streets crossing each other at' 
right angles, with a good market- house in the centre, 
sieems of Roman origin. It has a very old wooden 
bridge over the Severn, at present in a very decayed 
state, and which is only used in times of flood ;.at' 
others the river is fordable. It has a large market for 
woollen yarn, which is got up by spinsters in* 
the country, and part unmanufactured is sent every' 
fortnight to Poole. 

■ At Glyn Avi'cn the vale contracts so much, as to 
confine the waters within a very narrow bed ; and the 
noble river, on whose bosom ride the wealthy fleets 
from the Western Worl.-^, here dwindles into an in- 
considerable stream. Salmon are known to force 
their way up to this remote spot for the purpose of 
depositing their spawn, and several sorts of fish, such 
as samlet, trout, pike; and grayling, are at times 
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caught here, (Vid. Petmartf.) Wearied with follow* 
ing the iQeanderings of the riVerj, and meeting with 
ftw plants that are not found upon the banks of mo^ 
streams^ our anxiety increased to discover the ap-^ 
pearance at the scource^ judging, fn^m the ground 
we bad already trod, we could not be far distant^ 
Every huraan being we met was accosted with a 
volley of questions upon the distance from it, and the 
nature of the road ; the result was, that we bad yet 
twelve miles to pass, before we could obtain the object 
of this excursion. Our authority was of that dubi^ 
ous nature, as to render it impossible to guess how 
inany statute miles were included in the number. 

We bad experienced so many disappointments 
from the variety of erroneous statements and contra-^ 
dictory reports, respecting the distances of places^ 
that we were little inclined to place any degree of 
confidence in our informers* However, when igno- 
rant of the extent of country, and the object of pur-^ 
suit, it is natural to solicit information ; and though 
that information may be far from accurate, yet coming 
from persons supposed to know, we esteem it better 
than none. The positive declarations of locality tend 
to cheer the imagination under dreary prospects, and 
incline the judgment to confide in the representations 
of hope. The vale was now shut in by lofty moun-r 
tains to the right and left, through the apertures 
of which several streams rolled down the cwms to 
bring their tributary waters to the Severn, We 
pressed forward sometimes along the trackless vale, 
SQm?tiipe3 Ascending the steep acclivities of the 
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liiountain barrier, to obtain a sight of the surround- 
ing country ;* passing here and there a mISerabte 
farm and cottage, destitute of inhabitants. This is 
Ifterally a land of sheep walks, and of shepherds, 
though not of Arcadiaii scenes. The numerous 
flocks are heard to bleat at close of day, but no swains 
are heard to iiine their ^^ Oaten reeds.*' THe flocks^ 
like those of Estramadui-a, and other mountainous 
parts of S|>ain, are driven from distant places to- 
these exposed pastures to feed the summer herbage. 
The farms and cottages we h^d seen in the vale, are 
.only Winter habitations, covered with the ancient' 
British roofing Peithwydden, or Shingles, ;. e. oak 
cut into lengths and split. The hills abound" 
with slate of a coarse brownish kind, proper for this 
purpose ; but to discover this, requires some portion 
of the art of mineralogy, and to bring it into use, 
past experience of its utility, or a disposition for 
new experiment. ^ 

Continuing our journey, with the Biga Mountains 
on our right, and those that separate the Vale of the 
Wye from the Vale of the Severn on our left, we met 
with little worthy of observation, save the Jassione 
KONTAKA, and a few plants, the common inhabitants 
of boggy soils. Suddenly the Ardua Moles of' 
Plynlittimon rose in sullen grandeur before us ; the 
vale opening to the North and South discovered 
the mountain, appearing with less abruptness and 
elevation than we bad been taught to e:(pcct« Its 

♦ Th^cxtcat between the Se v€ip and th^ Wye is not two milc$ htih , * 
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^des, as well as the adjacent hills, were totally des- 
titute of wood, and naked hills furnish the chearless 
idea of solitary gloom. Nothing appeared interesting, 
but the consideration, that this, other\^isc, , dreary 
spot gives birth to four considerable rivers ; two of 
which stand unrivalled in point of picturesque beauty, 
and tjje thirdj after Father Thames, in commercial 
importance :- the* ^ LlyfFnant, Rheidiol, Wy© and 
Severn. ' The Rheidiol flows from the Llyn Lly- 
gad Rheidiol, and taking a South-westerly course, 
falls into the sea at Aberystwith.. On the South- 
easterp side issues from two large fountains the Wye, 
called Wye, or the River, by way of eminence^ which 
taking a Sputh-easterly direction^ after watering the 
counties of Radnor, Brecon, and Monmouth, flows 
into the Spyern below Chepstow : this is instantly so 
impatient of controul, jas.to rush with great precipi- 
tation, a.pd roll its impetuops. torrents over a ledge 
of rocks, so as to form a bold though barren cascade. 
T1>0 spring on the North side unite in a considerable 
lake, called Glas Llyn^ whpnce flows the mountain 
river, Llyffnan^,, which join^: the Dovey near Machyn* 
leth. The apc^jit was not difiicult from. the steep- 
ness, but troublesome from the frequent bogs, that 
oj^lige the traveUer to qhange his pourS^. Nearith'o 
summit on the North-eastern side, from a small 
pond, rises the Severn ; whjch running North-east 
to ^^Shgewfj^ury, turns suddenly to the South, and 
vvaierij>g. thp counties of Salop, Worcester, and 
Gloucester, an extent of tvo hundred miles, empties 
itself into the sea below BrisioL 
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You will, perhaps, expect some account of the 
origin of its name; but consider how hazardous even 
to conjecture, when the most able antiquaries have 
iiacked their brains in vain, and candidly owned them- 
selves at the most perfect loss respecting its deriva- 
tion. Vid. Camden^ LJoyd^ and Pennant. 

Geoffry, of Monmouth, attributes it to Sabrina,^ 
the reputed daughter of Locrine, King of Britain, by 
Estrildis, one of the three captive virgins of match- 
less charms, which he took from Humber, King of 
the Huns. ' Locrine had divorced his former Queen,. 
Geondolen, in favour of Estrildis. On the death of 
Locrine, the slighted Queen assumed, the govern- 
ment, pursued Estrildis and her daughter with un- 
relenting cruelty, and caused them to be drowned in 
this river; which, with a slight alteration, assumed; 
the name of the innocent victimof female revenge: 



' " ' In flumen proecipitur Abrcn 

Nomen Abren fluvio de virgine nomen, eidem 
Nomine corrupto, deinde Sabrina datur." 

Milton alludes to the Story in describing it — 
• ^ " The Severn «wift, guiltyof Maiden's death." 
And the beautiful use he has made of the Story in 
his Masque of Comus, is familiar to most readers. 

Camden ridicules the account of GeofFry, as a 
legendary tale ; and frankly acknowledges, he could 
never learn whence the name was derived. That it 
had this name at a very early period is evident ; 
Tacitus mentions it as well known in his time. 
Describing in his Annals the affairs of declining 
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Rome in Britain, under the Propraetor, P. Ostorlus, 
he observes, " Ilk gnarus, primis ei>entihis, metuifi 
out fiduclam gigni^ citas cohort es rapt; et e^esis qia 
festiterunty dtsjectos' consectatuSy ne rursus conghia^' 
renfur infetisaque et infida pax non duci, non niilitr, 
requiem fermttteret : detrahere arma suspectis, einctosque 
fastris Antonam^ et Sabrinam fluvios cohihere farat. 
Lib.xii. c.'3i. ' 

Its English name is buried in equal obscurity. It^- 
18 by the inhabitants of the country named Hctfren 
or Havren; and a small hamlet we passed^ is called' 
Glyn Hafren, to distinguish it from another Glyn, 
three miles to the Northward. At Xlanidlos it id- 
joined by a small river formed of three mountain 
streanos, and which, we were informed, bears the 
name of Si or Se, so called from the hissing sound 
of its waters. Here a double junction is formed of 
the names, as well as the waters, of these cogenitdrs 
of the Severn. The afteration is easy from Sehavren, 
or as we have it in old maps Seavren, to Severn .-|^ 

♦ Camdera supp(bses the upper Wiltshire Avon, that joins the 
Severn below Bristol to be the Antoqa of Tacitus; tvkile PoU 
Virgil, with more reason, supposes it to be Wye. There is rooni 
for conjecture, and I leave the point to the Society of Anti(juaries 
for settlement. 

i Here I cannot help paying a just tribute due to the merit ot' 

Mr. Evans, of , for his great undertaking so justly executed, 

of furnishing the public with an excellent map of this, before, 
b^dly surveyed country, • In the course of this journey I have had 
frequent opportunities of proving its faithfulness, and admiring 
its accuracy. 
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The height of this mountain is not ^reat, ia the 
se&le of comparison with its neighbour Cadcr Idris^ 
yet the view from its summit is extensively grand ; 
though part of it lies over the trackless sbeep-dowos 
of Montgomery, and the barren turbaries of Car-< 
digani. On the North the Cader Chain appears en-*. 
veloped with mists, stretching out towards the sea ; 
on the £a3t the Breidden and the Mountains ci^ 
Hadnor ; on the West the romantic vale of the 
Rheidiol, the Estuary of the Dovey» and tbo 
beautiful Bay of Cardigan, diversified by a few sails . 
of vessels at Aberystwith and Aberdovey ; with the 
grand expanse pf the ocean, uniting with the bo-> 
rizon in the distant prospect. This mountain is not 
only famous for being the father of rivers, but also^ 
ai an important station held by the great Glyndwr 
in the first year of his insurrection. Unable to op« 
pose the formidable force sent against him» he ad* 
v^ntageously placed himself upon Piynlimmon,^ with 
a few chosen followers : a place admirably adapted 
for receiving succours from the North and Souths 
And hence it was be so harassed the country, sacked 
Montgomery, burnt Poole, and destroyed the Abbey 
of Cwm Hir, in Radnorshire. 

The land here is wholly maiden turf. The hand 
of cultivation has never yet approached the vicinity. 
The hilly pastures are covered with a mixture of 
stock; sheep, goats, black cattle, and numeronar 
herds of diminutive horses. 

Gyraldus informs us, that this country was famous 
in bis day for the shape and stateliness of Us horses^ 
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and the incomparable swiftness with which nature 
had indued them. Their appearance now, we must 
confess, was not flattering to the vanity of the 
country. It not unfrequently happens, that tradi-* 
tional famei and the cause which gave rise to it, are ' 
like diverging rays, that become more distant accord- 
ing to the space they pass through ; and that the 
name of excellence remains, when the superiority 
is 'no more. Mr. Pennant could not have read 
Gyraldus, when he supposed that this superiority 
arose from Queen Elizabeth's stud, kept at Carno; ' 
a set of Spanish horses made a present of to her 
Majesty by the Eai*t of Shrewsbury ; by which the . 
native breed was greatly improved. The learned 
aatbor certainly borders upon the doctrine of equality * 
when he surmises such a familiarity to have subsisted 
hetween the royal menage and the merlins* of the 
mountains. Inclosed amongst these rude and barren 
scenes^ and shut out from society, I began to feel 

• These wild horses, for in no other light can they be considered, . 
range at large over the uninclosed mountain pastures, where they 
promiscadusly breed without the licence or knowledge of their 
ownett. To ascertain whose property the successive generations 
are would be opuiet labor indeed. To determine this, recourse is had 
to the only expedient practicable in the case. , A day is appointed 
annually for driving up all they suppose belonging to each respective • 
farmer ; these tTiey secure in an inclosure near the house, and the 
poor animals undergo the operation of thfe flesh mark ; the initials 
of the possessors being feumt with a« hot iron in the hide of the * 
beasts. This is considered as a mark of unalienable appropriation, . 
and a visible confirmation of a right that was of a very dubious 
nature, if it ever had an existence before. A Welsh poney it 
seldom seen that doe: not bear this stamp of proper fj\ 
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that however the inquiring ntiind may be led to in- 
vestigate nature, and feel a high degree of pleasure 
in discovering what was not known, or elucidating 
what was but badly described before ; yet it is in the 
exercise of our social faculties we experience the 
most solid pleasure, and in the liberal communica- 
tions of a mixed and polished society we are to ex- 
pect the privileges of humanity. The stimulus of 
new scenes may rouze, and enlarged opportunities 
of inquiry may satisfy the mind, for a time ; but it is 
by the reciprocity of collateral communication, and 
the mutual cordialities of friendship, that intelligent 
beings must look for the ingredients of happiness. 

I remain yours, &c. 

J.E. 
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LETTER III 



Dear Sir, Dlnasy Mowddiay^ 

Jl O a heart of disinterestedness and gene- 
rosity, like yours, every narration that tends to 
correct the malicious or the erroneous statements of 
others, must be acceptable^ as an offering at the 
shrine,of verity. It is with reluctance, I assure you, 
that I shall have to appeal to that disinterestedness 
and generosity, more] than once, in the course of 
my route, which falls within the compass of this 
Letter. 

Retreading our steps to Newton, we took the old 
road to Llanvair, over the mountains, that we might 
be able to see the ruins of Dolferwyn, or the mea* 
dow of the Maiden Castle ;* which stands on the 
summit of a cone-shaped hill of steep ascent, sur- 
rounded by a wooden dingle, whence rises a small 
stream that soon joins the Severn. It is built of 
the small shivered stone of the country, like Dinas 
Bran, which fortress it resembles aUo in its scite and 

* Mrt f ennant supposes the name to allude to the story of Sa« 
brina. 
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pkii* Op ' the ' accessible sides of the bill deep 
trencher are cut through the solid rock. Evans ia 
liis Diss, de B^r^ifi says^ it was erected by Bleddyn 
ap. Cynvin, between the years 1065 and 1073: 
buf Dugdale, on what authority I know not, dates 
^t inuch lower down. In his Mon. IL 223, he.saya 
it was built by Dafydd ap Llewellyn, about the year 
1242 : and in bis Baron. I. f42j that Roger Mor* 
timep obtained a grant itom Edward L (A. D. 1278) 
to bold thi3 castle with those of Sheri and Shed- 
dwen for himself and heirs by the service of three 
Knights' fees. 

At no great distance is the church of Bettws^ de^ 
4icated to St. Beuno, and remarkable for a high 
steeple for these parts; built, as an inscription says, 
1531, by its Vicar, John Meredyth, under the cu* 
rious Latin title, of Campanile, for TimpU Pjratmsk 
It formerly belonged to the Cistertian Nunnery of 
Llanlugan^ 

Passing a toilsome mountainous tract, we got into 
the road at Llanfair. We were now to bid adieu 
to our kind and obliging friends, from whose know* 
ledge of the country we had obtained information 
that furnished a clue to our further inquiries ; and 
from whose congeniality of mind we had expe^ 
riqnced those exalted pleasures, known to those 
alone, who have tasted the delicacies of a refined 
friendship. We had fixed to leave Llanfair early 
the next morning. The evening was spent in ex- 
pressings what we had felt since our first meeting, 
and forming schemes of seeing each other again ; 
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lamenting that the calls of duty should enforce so 
unwelcome a separation. The thought, that in a 
few hours more, we were to leave the hospitable and 
happy roof we had lately entered, hindered our 
sleeping too long, and at the dawn of day we 
rose. But our worthy friends had prevjented us ; . 
and the servants were ready with an elegant break- 
fast. They were determined to give us. the last 
greeting. No person can dislike the ceremony of 
a formal parting more than myself, yet, after all, 
there was something pleasing in an interview of a 
few moments with those we had so reluctantly bade 
adieu to the preceding evening. 

The horses were waiting at the gate, impatient to 
be gone ; and the grand luminary of heaven was just 
beginning to spread his spangled mantle on the 
mountains* top. The parting scene gave a sombre 
cast to the whole company, and rendered us totally 
inattentive to the ' beauticjs of the surrounding 
country. 

. For miles I was wrapt in the most profound me- 
ditation. 

" Alas!" said I, "how short is life; and yet 
how important the business of it ! These people we 
have loved — they were kindred souls — ^we would 
have pass'd the span of human life together : yet we 
have been obliged to part — and probably never — no 
never, to meet again ! And this in the same little 
island, where from the distance a day or two would 
bring us together ; yet perhaps their avocations will 
not be collpcal nor commensurate with ours : Ma- 
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trimomat alliances dnd the inciinibent duties \ a fa- 
mily atid itd relative interests; want of the means to 
diiVay the expences of trtivelling, even when incli* 
Miioti urges ; I088 of ffiefida ; of lieatth $ and a 
thousand things, thiit do n6t immediateiy occur^ 
may preclude all 6pportunity of ^eing each ot^c# 
more! Yet/* «aid I, recoltetting myself^ *^ it U but 
ft tJommori elnbletri of Ibat partiog^, whi^| barring 
all these preventive ciraittistances, even did we re-f 
rtde together, must ere long take place. Death 
kveb hi» individual sbeifts^ and life iteelf ia bi2it one 
continued state of successrve separafimit^ The pre-» 
lent Bcefte of things is so fleering in its nature, that 
tire have t>nJy just time to take a eursory view, and 
then rapidly pass from thf§ theatre df ejiistence, Ho# 
strongly should tht* iitt'f^ass the mind v^ith the vanity 
<lf fixinj^ our affectioAs^on such transitoi^y thifigsj 
which cannOP accompany us to the world to which 
tve go^ and which^ if we^uld take with us, would 
from, ithek nature sooh perkh; and- dnly leave ud 
posaesded of the bitts2i*ness*of disappoititment. No£ 
so We' hope With ratibnal fricnd^ip: though the ob* 
jects^ triay be separated afnd dispersed; amidst the 
eonl^ioh and diaorder of the present miitcd -state of 
iWngSir yet^ if foefjdcd in virtue ami' improvdl 
by.*el%idnj we may vertirfly hope tit least, 'thftt thiS 
witt'^rfke- the disd^ution of the h6d^ \ and after 
tbe^Wrttk 6f natilrdi and'the cohfJagratioh^ of tW 
^t\&^ %iH «gain revive, .develope'i^s fragfartt 'flow-- 
itosj fAefure ks ^ieknis ftuit, and »for Over'floirisK 
in the Paradise of God." 

E 
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Hearing df good accommodations at the Inn of 
Cann or Canon OiHce^ we intended that as our 
station for the night. The country here is hut; 
thinly inhabited^ and less cultivated^ A very small 
quantity is subject to the plouglj ; , the greater part 
being sheep down and cOw pastures. Inquiring thef 
price of land in the neighbourhood of Llanerfil^: 
we found it from one shilling to three and sixpence^ 
per acre; and thiS;) from the present mode of &rming^ 
might ju^ly be considered tooxlear! • It was near the 
close of evening when we arrived^ and a thick raici 
seemed set in for the nigjit. . . 
; The Inn of Cann ta^es^ its name from somc^ 
t^Jigious house^ which had probably been the.sea^ 
pf Jurisdiction jfiir this part :pf the country, in the 
early times. 0f the Britons, and some few druidical 
ruins in the vicinity favour this etymology. The. 
house is white- washed, which gives it an appear^ce 
pf neatness; but, ^^ Fron$i nulla ^Jides^* should be 
the motto on the sign: for the filth within by no 
means , corresponded with the cleanliness without. 
The landlord and his wife were from home, and the 
servants, left in charge, could not speak a word of 
Exiglish : fortunately we made pursetves understood. 
Put, so fax* frqm being able to obtain the comforts, 
we could scarcely procure the necessaries of life; 
a few'old decayed potatoes and slicqs of fat bacpny 
with barley bread, wassail this boasted inn CQuld 
afford VIS for supper. Happy would it have been for 
us, jif the .lodgings had not corresponded with the 
larder. 
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' The windows of the bed-room as well as the 
parlour^ had in the course of tiroe, met with many 
an unlucky accident; but the damages had been 
repaired^ under -the ingenious auspices of its proprie- 
tor, by filling up the . vacancies with the refuse of 
the family wardrobe* The doors being neither fur- 
nished with locks nor bolts, I endeavoured to secure 
myself and party from any abrupt nocturnal visits, 
after my usual mode on similar occasions, by passing 
a coupleof large screws through the door to the lintel; 
This, I soon founds was no more than a necessary 
precaution. 

A country fair had been holden this day up in the 
mountains, and numbers oC^both sexes, whom the 
humours of the place or devotion to Bacchus had 
prevented returing in time to reach hon^e, took 
up their residence here, waiting the light df morn 
to conduct them to their respective habitations. 
Separated only by a thin boarded partition, the 
hoarse garrulity of these too near neighbours did not 
fail to deprive us of sleep; and had it not been for 
the measure, above mentioned, we should have been 
farther disturbed by their obtrusive importunities. 
But we were fortunate in obtaining' even these ac- 
commodations, and but for a sudden, movement of 
some company, that arrived just before, we must 
have endeavoured to have lain down content with 
the motley groupe in the next room. . ? 

On our arrival here a gentleman with ttS^o ladies 
were just setting off in a whisky from theiinn door : 
addr^sing himself to me, he inquired about the 

E2. •' 
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fttateof the road to Mallwyd; observing af the 8^tne 
time, he bad beard it to be very good. I gave in 
answer, *^ that I was totally unacquainted with it^ but 
that little dependance v/sls to be placed on the ac- 
counts furnished by the inhabitants ; that good and 
bad were relative terms, and men generally formed 
their opinion from the objects and c.irdurastanceji 
ground them; and that reasoning frpm simitar re- 
ports compared with facta, I-should^not be inclined 
to take a journey of fourteen, miles in such weather, 
?kpd so late in the evening." When a man has re- 
solved upon a plan, it is not easy to dissuade him 
from its executicMi ; and he inakes inquiries rather 
to fortify his resolution, than to influence bis judge- 
ment. Probably the ladies were disgusted with the 
interior of the inn, a view we had not been favoured 
•with: however, they set out on the perilous under- 
taking,, and we profited by their absence. Inspect- 
ing the road the next morning, we had no reason to. 
regret having submitted to the miserable accom- 
modations of Canon Office. It consisted of deep 
pitches and abrupt risings; and down, a declivity, 
called the Bwlch o( Edwyn, it required great exer- 
tions to keep the horses upon their legs, without 
their riders. It would have been inhuman not to 
ll?ve asked after the strangers^ who had these diffi- 
culties, to encounter in a dark and wet night. The 
whisky had beea broken to pie«s, the ladies much 
Iiurt, and obliged to take refuge in a miserable cot- 
tage, for the night, at the foot of the Bwlch ; where 
one small room cpniained the hospitable inhabitanls; 
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aod ttietr guests ; while the horse waa indebted for 
bis lodging to the civilily of a domestic 9wine» 
How little do we consider, while pride is n)Urinur-f 
ing at present objects, because they happen not to 
be exactly commensurate with our wishes, that they 
are the very best /or us under existing cirGUfQStances( 
and that we owe to humility our safety, as we do our 
happiness to content. * . : 

I^fesing this abrupt and difficult descent^ the roa^ 
for several miles lay over a fiat morass, abounding 
with the carnation and a few other kinds of grass; but 
all unfriendly for pasture. The Ekiophorom polyi- 
STACHioN was in great plenty, whose flowers bad 
given way to the more striking appearance of its seed 
vessels; bursting with a downy substance like fine 
cotton : tbis the natives gather and sell far stuffing 
beds, cushions, &c. The Melica ccsrulba was 
abundant. * In the Hebrides the fishermen make netis 
of this grass, and find that they are of much longer 
duration than those made of any other material: and 
the fair Andromeda polyfolia appeared, shewing 
at intervals, its elegant pink^ aolitary flowers. 

The great extent of Rushy Moor and Heathy Bog, 
exeioed the idea of dreariness ; and the mes^re ap-« 
pearance of a few straggling sheep, and stunted 
black cattle^ strongly reminded us of famine. The 
dress and manners of the inhabitants, (we were now 
in the wilds of Merioneth,) were calculated to fur- 
nish us with a sight of human nature in almost its 
rudest state. The covering of the females, males 
we saw none, was a coarse litKi3ey baUgown, 

4 . 
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scarcely cut in any shape: at sight of us they fled ^ 
to certain distances, where, considering themselves 
safe, they set up a kind of laughing noise, accom- 
panied with ridiculous gestures ; *, which brought to 
our recollection, the first reception of the Spaniards 
by the transatlantic Indians. ' r i--.fi '4J ^ , . . 

Consultingt time, it appeared we had taken twice 
as much as was necessary, for' the number of miles 
we had to 'go; and examining our compass^ we round 
we had wandered several miles out of our. way to 
the Northward.l To inquire was useless ; for many 
of these people have^never heard of the places a few 
miles from them. '' Knowing that the station lay due 
West, we formed an angle for this point, and soon 
regaining the road, reached Mallwyd. This spiall 
village is placed between the salient angles of three 
abrupt mountains, Arran, Camlin, and Moel Dyfi, 
in a small vale, through which runs the river Dyf^ 
or Dovey. 

Surrounded by lofty mountains, with its neat 
small church, and a few straggling white-washed 
cottages, a more peaceful retreat cannot be imar 
gined. Secluded from the world, it might be sup- 
posed almost deprived of the benefit of society ; yet, 
even here, we found post-chaises and respectable 
accommodations: a considerable posting business 
being done bjstween this place and the towns of 
Dolgelly and Machynlleth. We met with the most 
pleasing behaviour from Lloyd and his wife, and two 
daughters of the most engaging manners were; 
^nxipus which should be most forward in attention. 
I 
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The genteel address and polished manners' of thd 
lasses appeared remarkable in this sequestered situa^ 
tion. 'My curiosity was awake to inquiry.' Lloyd* 
committed* the business of the inn to the female part 
of the family^ while he occupied htmself in a large 
farm; a custom general with inn-keepers through 
Wales. * He had, in his younger years, lived in 
England ; and his daughters, agreeably to his wish 
that they should adopt the manners of a country he 
so much admired, had received their education at. 
Shrewsbury; which, though an English town, may 
properly be called the capital of North Wales : for 
there the inhabitants of the interior parts go to be 
supplied with those articles of convenience or neces- 
sity, "they cannot otherwise procure, and thither the 
nymphs of the mountains are sent to finish their 
education. The church is an humble gothic struc* 
ture, the floor covered with rushes,* and remark- 
able for having the Communionrtable in the centre of 
the building. It is literally an altar-piece formed of 
stone, like a sacrilSciary of the ancients. This, in 
former times, had been placed at the East end of 
the building ; but during the noise of popish usages 
being introduced, and the Protestant religion in . 
danger, in the time of Laud, Dr. Davis, the Rector 
of the Parish, and the learned author of the Welsh 
and Latin Dictionary, in defiance of Archidocesan 

* This is a pnctice almost universal through Wales. The floors, 
are without pavement, apd as straw is scarce, quantities of dried 
rushes are laid thick over the floor, for the sake of warmth and 
deanliness* 
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injttdotioi^ had: it Teirioifed 6fom iti duppoaed $up6i^ 
stitibiis; 8cii&. This act^ .iiawbrthy of sb great a mm% 

^is a ktriking instance of .the minuti« of seal .that 
savouTB more of passionate warmth, thiin solidity of 
judgment; and 'discovers to us that t^t violence ol 
opposition, so freqtiently manifested under profics*^ 
aions of real or pretended reformation, did not al- 
ways arise solely from a ri^rd to the peciiUar and 
pure doctrines c^ the gospel. But when wc con^ 
sftder the imperfections of our present state, and that^ 
even a Htmper and a Latimer were i>ot totally free 
from this littleness of contention ; we must not be 
surprised, if the niiost perfect characters here aro 
not without alloy : for it is only in the unseen re^ 
gions of purity^ that we must look for the perfection 
of our nature, the fruition of peace, and the exercisa 
of love. ! -» . 

In the church -yard are several large yews, whose 
Wnches iurnish a canopy for tine village politicians :: 
one is more remarkable than the rest^; it consists of 
six large arms issuing from the parent tru»k, each 
of which might be deemed a noble tree, but thus 
united they are highly magnificent in appearance. 
The girth of the trunk, three feet from the grovuid> 
is twenty-two feet six inches, and the average radius 
of tl>e brutiohes thirty-nine feet ; forming an extent 
of shade i*iVQ hundred and foftyfeei in cir^iemfergnce t 
Various have been the conjectures of Antiquaries 
respecting this ancient and general custom of plant- 
ing- yews in these sacred plices. The reason as- 
signed by Trusler in his Chronology, ^ being 
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platited fbr tbe ttse oi jircien, 98 a place "Olc^l l^^owi^ 
and fenced from cattle^ i$ altiio$t too idle for rGfutgri 
ti0D, Are not 4// vabiol^h piantatms f^tiCtd .frooi 
cattle ? And why is there^ fhr tbe.tndst peirtji txu4 
«ji0 planted ? Horses and ctms refuse^ //•-^fibeep ^nd 
goats are not fond of it ; and if dri\*en by necessitjt 
tbey generally fell victims to its baleful properties. 
Add to this, nature baa with no sparing baod scat^ 
tered these trees over all the woods of North Wales* 
Thousands grow out of the fissures' of rOcka ; and 
more are frequently seen together than the sum 
total of all the church-yards in Wales.* 

Mr. Pennant says, *' It was a custom in old times 
upon Palm Sunday, to make this the substitute of 
the tree, from vvliich that Sunday took its name^ tp 
bless on that day the boughs; also to burn some of 
tb«n to ashes i and with thesis the priest, on .the 
feUowiog Ash Wednesday, signed the people in 
the for^eadj saying, * Memento^ hom^ I quqd 0l- 

• 
* The Ta^vs ba<^ata> of the d&u DiotQia, (/. #. having 
Qi^f loak, ^iQftfs on ooe tree and female on the other) has been 
generally 6upyosed to be an exotic plant ; but If jhose who havi 
doubted of its aboriginality, would visit the* mountains of Wates 01 
Scotland, where it is sc^n growing in ihaccefisible heights, whieli 
Ae hand of the planter never cm have reached ; they must be can« 
iis¥xi of the contrary. Added to tlus strong indication of iq beiiig 
an indigenous plant, the fact authenticated by M. de la Boyne^ in 
the Philosophical Transactions, dissipates every shadow of a doubt : 
" That yew trees w^th their roots situated in the manner in which 
they had grown, have been found in several parts of England 
beneath the ioifiice of tbe earth«^* Mma^iJtiridgmtMi^ V&i. //. 
f. 263. , . 
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vis esy & in puherem reverteris P And of the 
branches^ 8o blessed^ it was customary to stick some 
in the fields/ in rogation week^ or at tbe time of 
processions/* That :this was a use sometimes made 
of these trees^ is very probable ; but.it does riot satis^ 
factorily accoiintvfon their hctng planted *here. 

Most of those in church-yards are the male plants 

which may easily be distinguished^ by the deeper 

green of its foliage; an accurate .'idea of which is 

%^iven by Parody in his mournful description of it :— - 



-" Yon black and funeral Yew, 



M That bathes the charnel house with. dew!" 

Sec also fFhi/eU History of Selbome, p. 324. 

And probably for this darker appearance they were 
selected. 

The use of emblems in funeral rites^ borrowed 
from the Jews^ was adopted by the difibrent heathen 
nations. The Greeks and Romans carried brant:hes 
of cypress before the corpse^ which being once cut' 
18 said never to revive again : as an emblematic re- 
presentation of the miserable doctrine of anrnhila- 
lion. Ypu know the elegant lines in the Idyllium of 
Bion^ by Moschus ; and while you admire the Jbeau- 
tiful turn of the Poet^ you v/ill lament with me^ that 
he who could so sweetly sing, should have had such 
darksome thoughts ! 

** 'jAi 'Ai TIM p«A«x^i 9XW MTft taucm •Xmrtu^ 

f'AIas! tbe meanest floweis the gardens yield. 
The vilest wepds, that flourish in the fields 
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WJiich dead in wint'ry sepulchres appegr, ' ' '^ . 

Revive in spring and bloom another yeai-; 

But we, the great, th|B bpive, the leam'd, the wise. 

Soon as the hand of jdeath has clos'd our eyes. 

In tombs forgotten lie : no suns restore ; 

We sleep ! for ever sleep ! to wake no more." 

In opposition to this, the Christians make use of 
rosemary, laurel, and ivy ;* signifying, that though 
the body was cut down, yet, like these plants, it 
would revive again; and the soul was immortalj^ 
like thesp evergreens^ on which the seasons make no 
phange. Is it not therefore probable, that th» 
planting of yew in church-yards is derived from this 
origin ? Because from its perpetual verdure it is aa 
apt and elegant emblem of the doctrine of immor* 
^ality ; and placed herp to shew the unlettered pea^ 
sant, that although the body is con^mitted tp the 
earth, yet the soul still e^^ists; and. will exist for 
^ver ? -^Vhoever visits this secluded spot will cer* 
tainly ramble as far as Pont Fallwyd, to the falls of 
the Dovey. The scenery, whichever way the eye 
turns, is prodigiously romantic. The mountains 
form a grand natural Amphitheatre, with sylyan 
sides ; through which peeps here and there a white- 
washed cottage ; sufficient ^o remind us, that we 

^ Hedera quoque, vel laurus* & hujusmodi, qua semper servant 

vlrorem in «arcophago corpori substementor, ad significandum* 

jjaod qui moriuntur in Christp^ viyere nee desinunt! nam licet 

siando moriuntur secundum corpus, tamen secundum animam, vi^ 

font ft reviviscynt Qeot . 

PuRAKD^ Rit^ Lib. yil^ c« 3Sy 
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were yet in an inhabited country. Camlin losing 
immediately with rude Majesty on our right, and 
the conical Arran lifting- its resplendent Head, with 
the different cwms were reflected in various tint arid 
shade in the waters of the Dovey. Through the 
opening of the mountains, the *minished scenery of 
the distant vale, appeared in camera- obscura before 
us. On the opposite view, the beautiful cascade 
formed, by the Dovey was peculiarly fine. The 
river was swollen by the late rains, and impatient t6 
fush through a narrow rocky channel, foaming 
igairist a high slate rock in the centre of the bed. 
It became irresistibly impetuous, and rushing into 
the pool beneath, hastened to meet the Estuary x)f 
the Dovey. 

The pool below, fringed on its margin with^ 
brush wood, added to thie brilliant appearance of its 
kngry wave ; while the mountain bridge of one ex- 
tensive arch with ia small chord, and its stones 
whitened with several species of lichen, formed a 
pleasing boundary to the lovely scene. 

Returning to our inn, sensible of the pointed at^ 
tention of Lloyd and his family to our comforts, we 
6ould not help paying our tribute of respect ; and 
promising if ever Mallwyd should be in our routed 
we would endeavour to make a longer stay at the 
Cross Foxes. 

Leaving Mallwj'd, we passed a bridge of one arch 
over the Qwyedog, a small alpine stream that joins 
the Dovey near Maflwyd ; whose waters, black as 
ink, pau .sluggishly through a dark chasm of slate 
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fxick, rendered more gloomy by overhanging woods. 
Tradition says, il obtalncid the appellation of $icklj^ 
from a bloody battle once fought on its banks; bi^ 
more probably from the slow modoo and. unnatural 
appearance of its waiters.. 

Whoever wishes tp see th^ nature- of a country^ 
and. become ac<|uaipted withtfie manners of its ia^ 
habitants^ must not confine himself to the leading 
ro^s of it. He must frequently deviate from the 
beaten ytrack, ascend the craggy steep^ and travprs^ 
th^ secluded vale i he must enter the huipble roo^ 
and visit the habitations of the poor, who form the 
great mass qf every society ; where the customs of 
the peasantry have not amalgamated with those. of 
their more polished neigbbours. 

Turning to the Nortl^ we made aa eiccursion up 
the vale of the Mowddwy, on tbe> banks of th^ 
Dovey, This, valley^ seven miles in length, is, in 
places, so narrow, as scarcely to admit a meadow be>- 
tween the river and the base of tb^ mountams tbfU: 
form it. These rise here widh such abruptness, -a^ 
to appear to the eye almost perpendicular: otters 
are verdant slopes, that fufnisrh pasturage for numer 
rouS flocks. . High up their sides the browp heath 
predominates^ which affords shelter to quantities of 
the black and red grouse,^ and atpp)e at^usem^t lo 

♦ But few of the black or moor game are now to be seen. The 
season for grouse shooting begins about six weeks before that cf par- 
tridge shooting. The method is nearly the same. The grociM^ 
which are very numerous on these peaty mountains^ hide themselves 
tinder the heath or ling. Pointers, but more frequently setters artd 
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ihe arduous spqrtsman : but their tops abound with 
bogs of greater consequence to the poor inhabitants 
of this wild Country. ^ Numerous turbaries furnish 
them with the fuel wanted ; and equally curious and 
ingenious are the methods they use to bring the 
tsombustible treasure home. The mountains are so 
steepi that to use a cart or horses would be impos* 
Bible ; a sledge therefore is adopted, which is a ma- 
chine formed of rail work similar to the bed of a 
cart ; and holds from two to four hundred Weight : 
this the owner carries up the hill upon his back> 
** diiris uterque labor *^ loads it with' peat, then 
jplacing accord over his breast, which is affixed to 
the sledge, he 4rags it to the verge of the summit ; 
reversing his position he now exerts all his strength 
to stop the velocity of the sledge, going before it 
backwards, and guiding its various motions, till he 
arrives at the foot of the mountain ; then reassuming 
his former position, draws the fuel home. When 
the turbaries are far distant, a small horse, which 
most of these, cottagers possess, is brought up by 
a winding track, and employed to draw the peat 
to the edge of the dccKvity. 

Such is the force of habit, that few accidents hap- 
pen in this dangerous employment ; although from 
the angle which the descent makes with the plane 
of the horizon, being little lesi^ than a right one, we 
could not unincumbered find footing : and from the 
incumbent weight, a single false step would inevita* 

qpanieis, am made use of, and the pursuers generally take a week's 
excaniOn ; caixyin^^ provisions with thexn, and running the chance 
fif a cottage or &rm for their repose at night. 
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biy overwhelm the unfortunate peasant and be. 
would be dashed to pieces I ! 

The^only fuel of many parts of North Wales is 
turf and peat. The once extensive woods are nearly 
consumed, and coal is not yet discovered in any 
considerable quantities."* In appearance it is a masa 
oJF black earth. It has been stated by some chymists^ 
that the e^rth of peat is of a bituminous quality. 
This was an easy way of accounting for its pra|>erly 
of combustion : but the light thrown upon the sub-*^ 
ject, by modem discoveries^ has distinctly aSoer«» 
tained its real nature.^ , 

Peat consists of mixt vegetable matter, princi- 
pally formed of the remains of aquatic vegetables, or 
such as only thrive in moist situations. Their nou* 
rishment is afforded, and their growth promoted by 
the absorption of atmospheric air, the decompositioa 
of water, and the calcarious matter generally held 
by it in solution. > These substances, it has been 
proved, are' sufficient. to account for the production 
of aquatic vegetables; and the accumulation of 
such quantities of vegetable cbmbustible matter, o^i 
the surface of the earthy that forms the numerous 

• Turf and peat differ in this, that the former contains the roots 
and stalks of vegetables with a mixture of peat, clay, marie or sand ; 
whereas the latter, when pure, contains no visible particles of any 
vegetable whatever. They are frtquently found together; the turf 
lying upon the surface, and the peat under, to six or seven feet deep# 
That which is found immediately beneath the turf, is esteemed the 
worst ; and that at the greatest depth, the best. Sometimes it^ 
common life these names are indiscriminately applied to both sub« 
ttanceii 
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jgent; fepsx and moraeses. Trees of a cboaidorabkr 
size have been frequently founds buried tQany'ymdi 
deep; in some peat grounds. These probably wdre 
s^f ted'duviaas ; and left in the slime and aand, whioh 
Qiwt have accumulated in the Upper vallies^ at the 
^tiring of tbe/rwaten^, Otherlft have been found 
nearer the surfaci?^ with the appetiraoce of having 
bee^ cut down, or undergone the acdon of fire cr*^ 
In tJ;^ laUer 4:ase, the inference tn^y be drawn, that 
pi^t bogs or moors did not give birth to auch trees p 
b4»t the destruction of forests, from natural or arti^ 
ficial causes, have given rise tO; the peat bogfr and 
moors. The treed having been thrown down and 
impeding the waters in their passage to the sea, ther 
alternate growth and decay of aquatio v^etahiet 
h^, in the course of time, produced the aoeuxnuM 
lotion of inert vegetable matter, Jknown under the 
dame of peat. Fi4* Lord DundomU^ p^ 32. 

^ It is dtmonstrated, therefore, that decayed vcgt* 
tables afford the combustible property, which once 
Ignited, by beating the interposed earth to a red* 
iiess, forms the burning mass. The heat, pryicwed 
fiforiFi this substance, is neither. great npr lasting: it 
emits in burning a strong smell; and some kinds 
produce a very offensive one. It burns to yellow 
asheSi^ which contain a vegetable colouring matter^ 
Of soisll/ ^ttantities of iran Aoi»etimea hakl id a^i^ 
tion^^and feutid' m the a(^es» The^Mnticy df tAtttr 
is tiQt above one-nineteenth of the whole mass; Thld 
vegetable origin favours the tradition^ that where 
peat has been cut, in a series of years it grows qgaiu.^ 
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It IS fcut from the morass, or bog, with an angular 
spade ot scoop, which, at two motions, brings it out 
in oblong pieces about ten inches long and five 
thick; these are piled up in conical heaps to dry, and 
in favourable weather are housed for use in the 
mode above described.* While some were thus 
engaged in preparing for that inclement season^ 
which bids all nature rue; others were equally busy 
gathering the scanty crops of grass; and making a 
provision for their cattle. Men, women, and chil- 
dren were employed, carefully turning it by hand, 
and locking with anxious eyes towards the heavens, 
which TK)W darkly lowered, and threatened confu- 
sion to their laborious toiL 

• Such is' the unevenness of the ground, that 
ploughs, as well as carts, are strangers to this dis-- 
trict. The accessible parts, deemed fit for com, 
are brought into culture by the spade ; and thd 
manure, as in the arable tracts of the alps, is brought 
on horses' backs* Yet these poor people contrive to 
obtain a subsistence, which to many would appear 
impossible: but what nature has denied them they 
endeavour to supply by incessant toil, 

" In tenui labor, at tenuis non gloria.** 

* It is generally, and with reason, supposed that tracts of peat 
are injurkws to vegetation in th^ vicinity. Peat is retentive of mols- 
tlire, holding it like a sponge; the solar rays produce a great de« 
gr^e of evaporation : and as heat is abstracted Ihuxl surtounding 
objects and cold generated, ejects will arise injuriods to vegetation : 
and this not only to such plants, as require a greater degree of heat 

f^nd nourishment than such soils will afford ; but these effects will e3^ 
nd to the drier lands, in the vicinity of such fens and morasseli* 

F ' . 
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On the left the mountains finely opening, exhi- 
bited to us a grand view of the rugged and irregular 
summit of Aran Mowddwy, which rises statelily above 
the other mountains^ that seem to crouch beneatb 
his gigantic feet. A little farther up the vale is the 
small village of Llan y Mow<Jdwy, famous only for 
having its churcbh dedicated to an uncanonized saiot^. 
(Tydecho). Who this apocryphal devotee was> 
whom 1 have in vain sought for in the crowded 
Fanagion oiiht Romish Church, it is not easy to learn: 
A legendary tale, that makes him an Abbot of some 
convent in Armorica^ who retired to thi^spot in the 
time of king Arthur, is extant in verse, by a bard of 
the noble house of Mathafarn in the reign of Henry 
VII. The cottages of this village and the neigh- 
bourhood are as rude as the face of the country: the 
walls are built of fragments of quartz and limestone, 
piled one upon another in an irregular manner; 
with the interstices filled up with lumps of turf or 
peat. The roof is covered with broad coarse slates, 
and the chimney formed by a hole, surrounded for 
< about two feet high with small sticks^ kept in place 
by a rush or hay rope* 

Pursuing the course of the river, we arrived at 
the celebrated pass of Bwlch y Groes, the road of 
the Cross ; so called from a cross that formerly stood 
on the summit of this pass, reckoned the most dif* 
ficult and dangerous in North Wales : supposed to 
have been erected as a memento for thanksgiving, 
when the traveller bad effected this part of his jour- 
ney in safety. The face of the country puts on a 
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terrific appearance^ bidditig defiance to the traveller 
and chaj'gtfig him to proceed no further. A long 
range of very high inountains^ running nearly 
£^ and West^ and rising one above another 
in tremendous grandeur^ divide the counties of 
Merioneth' and Montgomery into two parts: a 
deep ravine through these forms the pass. It is a 
xigzag stair-case path of steep ascent^ rendered still 
more dangerous by loose shivering slate stones^ that 
slide beneath the feet. But this danger is nearly 
vanished: a noble road is making along the western 
side of the mountain^ at a vast expence ; and will^ 
when finished^ make the communication between 
the North and South, if not easy^ less difficult and 
perfectly safe. The Rubus idaus and Saxifbaga 
NIVALIS flourish here. 

On the northern side of this chain of mountains^ 
en the banks of Llyn Tegid^ in the parish of Llan y 
Cil^ lies the small town of Bala. 

It is regular in its form^ consisting of one princi- 
pal street^ the rest of the streets crossing it at right 
angles ; and derives its name from its situation^ as a 
fhce where a river falls inio a lake. Much of its 
consequence arises from its large fairs and markets^ 
whicb^ owing to its central situation^ are nume- 
rously attended from distant parts of the country. It 
has a very considerable manufactory of knit woollen 
goods^ such as stockings, gloves, te. Knitting 
being the common employment of the neighbour- 
hood,^ for both sexes and all ages : even the ^ men 
frequently take up the needles and assist the females 

F 2 
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k the }»bwr, whence the ehicSf aupport ef the fiiihily 
16 4^nvtd. You see fione idlc^ gptng oui:» or i^ 
turfiiDg home ; riding or walkiag th^ n-e occopted 
HI this poFtehk eoskidoyaiMt. During the bog vin^ 
ter Qigbti^ fro9i the^teajcness of eaudles andaflocifti 
disposition^ they S^rm, vrbat they call^ Cymasu»lhea 
Qwau : wmhwi aascmhle at- each olhem dwellingi 
in rptatiQD^ wd sktrng mondBturf %e, pumue their 
wpnited task: while talea of other iioies be^Ic^ the 
hours^ or ibe village hardier thrums his duket ootea 
of hariQony. l^e kSlh in the vicinity,' particularly 
Tomwm y Bala, are oovered mth theae people in 
the wmnm oontbi^ q)iofiing and hoittiiig th« 
woQllen yarn : ^f Mean time the song goes round ; 
and dance andaport^ wisdom and friendly taXk^ pro- 
gressive steal their hours away." 

The wool ia pribcipaUy of one or at moat Hif$ pUss ; 
and k chiedy bought at Llahrwst, except what is 
afforded by the- neigUiouring downa» The ataple 
artiolee^ are woollen stockings^ gloves, wigs, socks 
and Qtb^r small knit articles. These are purchased 
by Welah bo$ifers, who travel thrmsgh the adjoining 
English counties, whence they are distribtited 
through the Island* The stockings are of all co-^ 
lours; white> red, blue, native black and greys c^ 
ev^ry variety of shade : price from six to nine shU^ 
lings per do^en. No conjecture can be made of 
the quantity manufactured at Bala and Us viciniQr ; 
it must be very considerable, when from iwo to Jhffi 
hundred pounds worth are sold every market day. 

Fid. PennanU 
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TUb pface 18 coDJectnYCd to be ooerol with ibe 
Bdntaa governnieDt in Brhobi, if mt of Roman ari-* 
gktz ^t nolwitfaitandiiig^ ii(» placd h«s figured lesa 
iqxxt tbe {iigr of history ! periurps freoi its retired 
skiidrfioo and the sterilily of the ii^m&cit ctxtntiy. 
The mounty on the Soircfa East side of the towo^ 
<»Ded Tonosen j Beh^ appears to' ba^e been ani- 
fidalr and of Soman workmanship; it once hod* 
a 00i^txBt citadel on its summit : en l^e (i^poMe 
6idb of the: lake n another^ on which are the re-* 
mains of mUe^ Sic. Of bot& eheae the Wdi^ foofc 
adbabiage m the times of iw^ssiod. P^nant stsp- 
petes tbe latter to have been the scime d9f the cattle^ 
and to havel)eea fevtifiedbf Ltwdlyn ap [porwertb. 

After the Goequest, it was made depei«dent ufpt» 
dm canle ctf Harlecb r {mm the reign of Dritmrd IL 
it «n eicpressiy coiimntted to the custody of the 
GODStisdrie lef that castle.. Sti(>seq«3eet tb tbK$ period! 
we seareely heav of the place ; and! for eemuvies' ite 
iehabitamapndb&Iy had to be grateful^ ihM'Bida did' 
mt eidiMm a more pedmihent featuve m the political 
bisioiy of ffie prineipaKty. Lfyh Tegid^ ^o/ Nimble. 
Meei; is ju^ty the pride and ornament i^^thi^ se- 
questered spot : it is the lafgtest lake in W^A^ ^ and 
is iii«do«btedl:^ a^ bi(fl»€^V^ et/UfSiOi^Alfikiiy ^p^tise of 
inland ^a^r. h lias i^ .a> d^HeoCi^f^'fnS^ ]Nv East 
te Sv West, in tengtH* (ty£kX^t^rl^;t i4^ g^ea^^t 
teeadHvHtvfe i«ore tfhWi i»2(kJ»yai^» It^id^trfetiy^ 
fagpms 'deep, a^id i^ grefakest^'d'e{}f]!i' islieSr ^ryn^ 
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G6leu# Towards the S. West the depth diiniiiisbes, 
where the mountain torrents carry into the lake 
great quantities of loose earth and stones. The grap* 
dual accretions of these^have formed small islands in 
this part of the lake. These^ when the winds blow 
violently from the West^ combine to form an eri-« 
croacbment on the North Eastern boundary. la 
storiny weather the billows run prodigiously higb^ 
and a heavy siurf rolls over the gravelly banks ; 4md 
it is not uncotnmon, on these occasions^ for the wa* 
ters to rise to the«laitning height of nimcr ten feet ; 
so as to threaten the town with inundation : which 
it would certainly do> were it not for a great dyke 
or artificial .mound of earth thrown up for its secu^^ 
rity. : Before this, inundations were frequent ; and 
many acres of excellent land were lost : and even 
nowv after heavy rains^ when the superabundant 
waters descend from the mountains^ if the wind is 
downward^ the obstructed waters force a passage 
over the dyke^ to the great injury of the otherwise 
rich pastures of the fair .vale of Edeirnbn. The 
(Quality of the waters is similar to that of most othera 
in the l^fces of North Wale^, exticedingly pure, defy* 
ing the most accurate chemical tests to detect the 
least quantity of ear(hy matter .. 

The lake abounds with a variety of excellent fish ; 
Sfdmon, pike^ trout,, perch, eels, and a fish peculiar 
tp'ijpipf lakes, calle4 gwini9d : it is (be salmo lave- 
retw o£ l4Pi)9M.B> ai^i the saine with the ferli^ in 
the lake- f>f Geneva* - It takes .itf» British nai|||i, 
gwiniad^ a whiting, 6*019 the peculiar whiteness' of 
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its scales : this is a gregarious fish^ and some of the 
northern shores abound with them. They are very 
numerous in the lake: they spawn in December^ 
increase prodigiously, and are esteemed by some 
very good eating ; but they have a peculiar insipidity 
to mc. They for the most part weigh about eight 
ounces^ but have been caught as large as four 
pounds* They are seldom taken by angling, keep- 
ii^ generally at the bottom of the lake ; where they 
feed on small shell fish. Sometimes they approach 
the shallows to feed on the leaves of the Lobelia 
3)0RTMANNA, whcn their flavour is esteemed pecu- 
liarly delicate. 

The Fishery in the thirteenth century belonged 
to the abbey of Basingwerk : the whole property is 
now vested in Sir Watkin W. Wynne. It has been 
observed that the salmon are never found in the 
lake ; nor the gwiniad in the river : hence the vul- 
gar inference, that the waters of the river never in- 
termingle with those of the lake, but the Dee flows 
through it unmixed, as the Rhone was fabled to do 
through the lake of Geneva; and the classic Alpheus 
through the waters of the Adriatic. This may gene- 
rally be the case ; ** But by accident, (says D. Bar- 
rington) the gwiniad has been known to stray as far 
as Llandrillo, six miles down the river; and a sal- 
mon has now and then been found trespassing in tho, 
lake." 

The boundaries of the lake consist of cultivated 
Mkd wooded slopes, diversified by dark rocks ; and 
DOW and then a crag presenting itself in conjunction 
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with the expanse of water^ forms an agreeable and 
striking landscape. The view to the South We^t 19 
prodigiously fine : looking Qvex the lake^ <« line of 
rich corn fields and verdant nieadows is seen to 
bound its waters on the right; on the left the bridge 
through which they are discharged to the bed of the 
river, over which rises in picturesque beauty, a lajfgei 
rocky hill well clothed with wood : a range of crags 
thence lea^l^ the eye to the lofty Arrans with th#ir 
suoimits Penllyn and Fowddy. On the North Watt 
arc the cloudy tops of Areunigs, Va»wr> wid. Vachi 
and, soaring high in the distant hon^n^ the tri]pf)Ie 
head of the niaJQgtic Cader, At the North B^ 
corner isfiues^ out the river called P?^, wWch at its 
Qutset is a stream of respectable size 9^vA depths 
even in dry seasons*; in WQt it i$.fi^l,.and rollawith 
great, velocity in dairk ed^i^ through the qrebos^of 
a. rough stone bridge, thrown' across it a few yards 
frop^ the lake* No nan>e perhaps has uK?re exer**- 
qiscd ther prying qye of etyn^ofegist^.tjian this, Sofve^ 
considering the river tacprpi^nce befprp it entiQr& 
tjhe lake^ ^terive its naoie from that of' the oiountaia 
tprreot 4^ ; others from Pduw, JD^vixm; md Sk 
third par t^, ^1^091 ^Jidu'*^. J^laclf ,, . from . the 4^ ap^ear- 

ttv^, yet in -another l\e says, " I a^ain crossed the p?ej, ^ Pqnt 
G}ian,'*a bridge of two arches, over a ^eep and black water ^V B»t 
the general appearance of the upper part of the Dee, after great fains, 
ii ^SUaf t/tiPcolkur^ ^nd^s h«©tn»rtr oPthc WeWh* rivers assume, 
cowing t(^tbirj||iadb)i^.pea|.$oU/.tlif<fnigK vhj«b tbe^ t)a>rc Rfiaislli 
Ddu is sQ.caJ^te4 ftp"*»^!^^k,ivji€;^oUu tpfrent ^ jM^;wlfoevf5 has 
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mce of itft watff^ : as the fMlter is stUl Us suhju^ 
imy I am alron^y. iwlinod to the first opinba : 
not because it flPW$ 0*001 two fountmni^ for many 
nvors do this «3 wf^U as the Dee ; bat taking into 
the.acQoaat tbo giaerally r<icctved opuiiop, that tbia 
river flowed thioagb the lake in a miracoloos wtjr» 
withoQt tbe ioter mixture of its. waters ; and ibf t tho 
aama quantt^-and quality flowed out as flowed in ; 
it is reasonable to suppose ift would bear the sdme 
name below as above the lake: and this very inler- 
rupion m th t^partut Bid c/* t^e riuer aught ^ro rias 
to the appellation. I(^ however, with Mr. Pennant, 
you are determined to consider it of divine origin, I 
submit^ Divona was a common name amongst the 
Romans,^ for any river they held sacred. Our ori* 
£^f^ r8ce> tbe Oauls, certttotly deified lakes mA 
rivers ; and ^ Deva's vriaard stveain! was midovbledlj^ 
held in high veneration by^ the Druids.* Most na- 
tions had one more sacred than the rest : the Pe- 
neus was worshipped by the Thessalonians ; and thd 
G^rimas paid, diiviae hopour to the Tiber. The 
Rbiil^ wad fiuned for deciding legitinaacy of Urth ; 
and the Ganges \& still adored by tbe nativ^a of 

lii»4(Mtm4 ; : ; 

. Gyr4lduis SAjs the. D« was prophetic of good or 
iR IQ the WeJsb> bj^' the abi&ingoof ksr cjiannel; 

followed the Dee through the lovely vale of Edeirnionj must have 
noticed the gfoomy aspect ofits waters there. 

* ^res^ terres^re^^ & alia minora Dasmonia^ quae in aqui$ fbn. 
tiuni & aumihum'tersari Hicuntwr^ 
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and prior to great evetits> waa frequently knowa 
fifiiraculoasly to rage and swell, without the inter^ 
veiition of rains. Fid. Gyrald. C. XL 

This opinion was held long after the time of 6y« 
raldus; and though it has ceased to be the bound**^ 
3iry between Efjgiand and Wales, and to witness 
contending armies on the margin of its flood, yet 
great or sudden ahdrations are still considered as the 
harbingers of extraordbaiy events, 
, Drayton in his PolyoJbion beautifully alludes ta 
Uiis superstitious veneration for the Dee; 



Again Dee's holiness began 



By Ihis contracted front and sterner waves to show, 
iThat he had things to speak, that profit them to know: 
A btodki that was supposed much business to have seen; 
Which had an ancient bound 'twixt Wales and England b^ent- 
And fioted w^, by both, to be an ominous flood, 
Th?t changing of his fofds, the future^ ill or good 
Of either country told; of either's war or peace ; 
The ackness or the health ; the dearth or the increase.*' 

* Recrossing the Bwlch and turning to the left, we 
crossed several small streams that issue from Craig 
Llyn, Dyfi, and i>ther hills, which form the base of 
Arran Fowddwy ; and soon forming a junction, re- 
ceive the appellation of Dovey. Repassing the vaU 
ley on the western side of ihe river, our attention 
was awakened by a sound of waters^ proceeding from 
a considerable fall made by a small alpine stream, 
called Cowarch ; that rises oti the southern side of 
the Arran, and here bursting over a ledge of quartz; 
rock> . contributes its xwte to the Dovey : following 

a 
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the course o£ the stream we soon reached Divas 

This village is pleasantly situated at the junctioti 
of three vales; formed by ranges of lofty mountains 
on the shelf of a rock beneath Craig y Dinas» oa 
the banks of the Kerris^ where it empties itself into 
the Dovey ; the rapidity of whose streams must e&» 
sentially contribute to the salubrity of the air. The 
housds, few in number, are principally mud cot- 
tdgds with rush-clad roofs; and/ not being white 
washed, wear an cfspect littletinviting to the passing 
tcavellen 

From the wretched appearance of the place and < 
its secluded situation, it might have been reason- 
ably supposed, that it would ever escape the ebuU 
litions of spleen and the animadversions of envy ; 
but poverty and wretchedness are no protection 
against the malignant shafts of that cdd philosophy 
which, like the blighting East wihd on which it was 
borne, spreads alike its deleterious effects upon the 
bumble trefoil and the majestic oak. That this was 
once a place of (nore consequence than its present 
state indicates, cannot be denied: indeed the annals 
of Wales (Fid. fVarringion) notice it, as. having 
been the seat of a chieftain; and its vicinity the 
scene of many a feat of valour and barbarity. But 
that it was ever a place endowed with all the pri- 
vileges of a powerful cdrporalion, bearing the en- 
signs of majesty, and exhibiting the pomp and pa* 
r^phernalia of a proud commercial city, is an idea 
almost togk^sctravagant to find admission in the re* 
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gtoQs of hncj. As wdl might theentbasditb vir«^ 
tuoso, who finds a few cockle shells^ or the traca 
of them in the strata of lime^atone and gravel ea the 
somtnitftof the mountaiiEis^ cbncladey that this must 
onea have been the bottom of die oceao ; and then, 
by a .gentle stretdi of the iiaagtiiatiDd^ <DCi|ectiire^ 
that here must have been the harbour of some vast 
maritime p(smtr, vvhere rcxie triompfaant a; victoriboi 
navy ; and, &om its etigtble situation, have beea 
the Emporrom ef the WocW. SupjMihig this bad 
been the case, jet the maa of aentitnent and feel- 
ing would rather have lamented over its fallen gnui^ 
dMv^ and the ill-fated ckcumataxice of a dilapi*' 
dated city and rvtined corporation would have infw 
spired senssttkHiSy Ssw different ftom those of tidtci|Ie 
and tmnipii emr its appearamceof poverty amd beg^ 
garlj property. But the Antiquary of Birming-^ 
ham e&wlA vkA let the s^hadomr of a church or cor-> 
poration paea without a discharge of venom' at the 
ealablishied goverrnnenf..'** The tour becsome^ a 
^'ehic)e of ^ggressbn, and the cloven foot will ap- 
pear vpfon the mountains of North Wales. For a 
time nocbitng wa^ he^rdt of this champion of equality: 
axrd k might have been^Gongecturcd,. that, like the 
phceiiix^ he had pettisbed* in his self-kiadled flisrmfes ; 

* Fid. Fart of a Tiurlu Wales, fy iK HtUtory R» A. S. Gentftu 
mimU MagaauMf, Feh, 179^ * whece the gross attieaipts at wity arid 
the ifiyidious ipuendos* at the chuoch and constitution of the coun« 
try, shew that the tour was undertaken more for an opportunity 
of sly attacks upon gbvemmenti than with an)^ vi6w of giving a 
josedefK^f^tionoftlle'CDiHilr)^ - ^ -•- - w * 

1 
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hot, like that U>uteiis faring, he has the property df 
fcaofratba; and the new*fledged bird appears in 
dmpe and inatinct like the former^ but with brighter 
idaniage and redoubled strength. 

Il doea not appear that Dinas atricdy means a cttjr« 
The Britons toed to call 'woods fenced with a vallum 
middi$chy as a place where they might defend them* 
selves as often as an enemy made an excursion^ hf 
this name: (Fid. Casar. Com. lih. V:) and many 
{ilaees are distinguished by this appellation^ that have 
not the least pretensions to be considered as cities^ 
as Dinas Dinlle^ Dinas Dinorwig, Dinas Corttn, 
Dinas Bran, all of which ware fortified places ; and 
several of them the seats of chieftains. The con« 
elusion therefore from the name is, that it was so 
called from being a strong fortified palace of a prince ; 
and as tisual the district around was endowed wiA 
several privileges and exemptions, which continued 
under the general title of ancient usages, till re-^ 
stricted by the statutes of Henry VIIL; when the 
laws of England were generously extended to the 
conquered country. 

This is the more probable, as this place, though 
not a parish, but included in that of Llan y Mowd* 
d(k, is the capital of an extensve lordship belonging 
to the^Mytton family; which contains the whole 
parish, and seven out of the eight townships of Mall- 
wyd. 

Mr. Pennant says it is governed by a Mayor, Al* 
dermen. Recorder, and several Burgesses : That the 
Mayor tiitos criminals ; and the Recorder, in the ab» 
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sence of the Lord, matters of pibperty inot excetvl^ 
ing ' forty shillings. That they still I presisrve the in* 
signia of power: the mace, standmd im^atsme^ 
stocks, whipping post, and the vag-vawr, or great 
fetter. But he does not say when, or . by whom 
thia charter was granted ; nor how long its inhafait- 
ants have been thus enfranchised. (Fid. Tour m 
Wales, Vol.IL) 

As it is a peculium under the government of its 
own lords, it is not iinprobable that this ostensible 
corporation is an appendage to the Baronial and 
Xieet Courts ; or rather a deputation from them, to 
rid the lord or his steward of the unprofitable patt 
c^ its government. One of the houses still retains 
the name of the Manor House* 

This district was famous, longer than any part: (^ 
Britain, for retaining the barbarous custom, preva* 
lent during the dark ages through all the northern 
nations of Europe, of commuting crimes, however fla* 
gitious, by a fine; called by the Saxons were-geld, and 
by the Welsh gwerih. Nor was the insult iipon hu- 
manity, of putting the life of man in competition 
with property, removed, till the 27 th of King Henry 
the VIIL In this country the restitution was gene- 
rally made in cattle. The fine for a Welshman's 
life, unless he was taxed as a vassal of the *crown, 
was very low ; seventy thrymses, (about ten pounds 
sterling ;) the loss of a nose, or other principal mem- 
ber, six oxen and one hundred and twenty pence ; 
of a finger^ one cow and twenty pence ; and otb^ir 
injuries in proportion. (Vid. JLeges WaK ft7 8-^ 
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The commutiition^ called Chhr M^ci, demon* 
strates that the violation of chastity was considered 
as a very venial crime i and the recomp^nce to a 
virgin^ that had, been seduce^ was barbarously sin** 
gular. 

On complaint beii% made^ that $ damsel's lover 
had deserted her^ the court adjudged her the op«^ 
portunity x>( obtaining the go^r merch. A young 
three-year-old bull was to have bis tail shaved and 
well greased ; and this was^to be introduced through 
a wicker door : if the injured female had sufficient 
strength to retaki the bull by tl^e tail^ while two men 
veie goading it^ the beast' was adjudged to her ; if 
not^ she was dismissed without further satisfac* 
tion ! ! ! 

Don't yoa^ dear Sir^ feel your indignation rise at the 
folly and cruelty of your ancestors^ who could thus 
add insult to injury ; and hold up to ridicule the 
misfortunes of the unprotected fair ?, I know you 
do. Yet how much more strongly does, what is 
ridiculous^ unjust, or cruel in the Laws of other na* 
tions, or other timqs, strike us, than in those of our 
own ? We consider ourselves as living in an age 
of great refinement ; and then conclude it must be 
an age of justice* Where is the mind of sensi-» 
bility that would not shrink with horror at the base 
idea of his fair country-women being left unpro- 
tected by the laws of a constitution, the ^ns^ di the 
world ? Yet can female virtue be considered as 
under the protection of the laws, when seduction 
and derelictii^n are deemed of so trifling a nature^ 
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sad so'iinimportarit to the welfare of the state, ai 
not to be included \n the list of crimed: ahd a small 
douceur to society even procures a privilege to com^ 
mit the crime, while the injured party receives no 
compensation, save want and ignominy ?* O ! ye 
British Senators t read the history of your country, 
read the history of man ; consult the code of reason, 
study the code of Divine Wisdom ; and with prompt 
and animated hands tear, indignantly tear, these 
unjust and impious acts from the statute book of 
your country : no longer suffer such a foul and dis** 
gHKreful blot to deface the system of English Juris* 
prudence I Let equity be the standard of your 
I^isiative measure; and if any partiality^ must ex* 
ist, let it exist in behalf of the weaker, and mofef 
ami^e part of creation {—Hoping greater Ifght 
will produce greater good, and that increasing 
wisdom will be accompanied with an extension of 
humanity, 

I remain Yours, 
f J. E. 

* Tlie uqfortunate female is liabd« lo be tmprisened ^welTC- 
ijaonths for incontinency ; while the vile sedueer ^s oply bound to 
indemnify the parish for the maintenance of the chiid : which is 
generally commuted for the paltry sum often qy fifteen pounds. In 
Switzerland the seducer is obliged to make reparation by marrying 
the party ; but with us women seem of less viduc thaii the beasts of 
the field. If a man goes to his neighbour's £eld$ and wilfully 
maims or wounds his cattle, it is felony without, benefit of clergy % 
but he may seduce and debauch his daughter without any fear of 
legal punishment ! ! ! 
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LETTER IF. 



DolgeUeu. 

Leaving the C/zy, (if city it must be cal- 
led,) without a single wish to find pleasure in trium- 
phing over fallen greatness, we took the road for Dol- 
gelteu. A grand pass through the openings of the Ca- 
der Chain, which comprehending the Arans and the 
Arenigs, forms nearly a right angle with the Ferwyn. 
It winds beautifully beside the rude mountain Craij^r 
y Gwynty or the White Rock, which forms a lofty 
wall ^n the right ; while the opposite one on the 
left consists of various slopes, with here and there a 
miserable looking cottage peeping in the different 
directions of the Cwms ; the Kerris, widely flowing 
over a rocky bed in the vale, murmured beneath our 
feet, and the- hills in softest whispers returned the 
melancholy tones. Near the top of Craig y 
Gwyni are some deserted lead mines. Prom great 
quantities of bluish ochre being found, with which 
the shepherds mark the sheep, and other circum- 
atances, it would appear, that the failure of success 
was rather owing to the want of skill and spirit of the 
undertakers, than shallowness of the vein or poverty 
of the ore. 

a 
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On the left is Bwlch 6er Ddrws, noted for having 
been one of the three places, where, after the death 
of Glyndwr, the principal inhabitants of certain 
districts assembled, to form a compact for enforcing 
justice by the weight of their character, without the 
assistance of aay legal sanction ; which the con- 
fusion of the times, and the want of a due execution 
of the laws, had reduced to a state of debility. 
Various were the regulations made with respect to 
right and wrong ; the mode of redress, and the 
measure of satisfaction. To these no sanction was 
annexed, except forfeiture of all benefits derivable 
from the compact. This appeajrs to have been suf-^ 
ficient in those unsettled times^ as it left the offend- 
ing party unsupported, and. in the hour of danger 
friendless. A general plan of associaticf|is of this 
kind for the encouragement of virtue and order 
would probably do more to discourage idleness and 
vice, and consequently prevent crimes, than all the 
severe penal. statutes that ever weire enacted* 

Descending a very steep stony road, for three* 
miles we entered the town of Dolgelleu. 

We had been recommended to the sign of the 
Lion. The accommodations were, not of the most 
striking sort, yet the attentive civilities of Williams 
and his wife would have made still more indifferent 
ones comfortable. We werQ detained here longen 
than injtended, by the unfevourableness of thp weather 
for Botanical pursuits; however we did not want for 
amusement. The morning was taken up in writing;, 
the afternoon in listening to the enchanting Welsh 
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-airis/and charming miwicof the harp, haVing enlisted 
an old harper in dur service during our: stay : and 
the evening was en^ployed conversing with W* 
Williams, whoni wc found a nian endued vyith a 
strong mind; and who, to solid observation bad 
added a considerable food of history and anecdofe* 
The face of the country, . its remarkable beauties or 
wonders, the state of agriculture and manufactures^ 
the great families, and the changes that had taken 
place in them, their genealogy^ instances of heroism^ 
with many a tale of other timei?, furnished a savoury 
olla, and seldom failed to pi^otract the length of 
the evening. A circumstance, which, had it not 
been for a declining day, and our horses inadequatd 
to further exertion, would have been laughable, 
began to put on a serious aspect, and was very near 
dapriving us of this" feast of reason. From our 
arriving at this agitated time, and some suspicious 
traits in our appearance, we were taken for Irish} 
and it required much protestation and persuasion 
before we could obtain the promise of a bed, or the 
least refreshoient. Mrs. W. insisted, that we were 
rebels fled from justice, while Williaxnft recommended 
charity. The altercation became so violent, that we 
were apprehensive it would not terminate in word^. 
At length Williams's choler was excited to that 
.point, when indulgence gives way to pre-eminence 
of right, and loudly asserting his claim to submission 
the gooc| lady retired in dudfreon ; and while we 
profited by the victory he had acquired^ we could not 
refuse to admire the spirit that had obtained it. 
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Continual emigrations of Irish were daily arriving^ 
from their unhappy country, and dispersing ovef the 
secluded parts of the kingdom. And in some cases 
from want of principle, but in more, perhaps, from 
the distress that must necessarily attend such sudden 
departures, the debts they contracted at the inns 
were not always liquidated. But a few cases of this 
sort are not sufficient tcj account for the violent op- 
position, (not to say persecution,) experienced by 
these unfortunate people at the hands of the Welsh. 

In the earliest ages, when Wales and Ireland were, 
peopled from the same Celtic stock,* family feuds had 
probably laid a foundation for a spirit of hatred. 
This, was rekindled with redoubled fury by the 

* A dispute has long divided the learned world, respecting the 
descent of pint inhabitants of Cambriay or who were the immediate 
ancestoi^ of the original Welsh. Leiand, Sir John Frtce^ and 
others, in^conformitj to the printed and MS. histories, derive their 
origi^ from a colony of Trojans, under their leader Brutus. The 
writers of the Caindenian School oppose this suggestion totU 'viriius, 
and have produced voluminous arguments to prove, that they 
could have been no other, than a swarm from the crowded hives of 
neighbouring Gaul. Sir John, in his Deftnsio, admits that Bnitus 
and his Trojans semained some time in Gaul ; but probably from 
not being very cordially received by the natives, made a further 
emigration to the western coasts of this kingdom. The learned 
Knighty with a spirit of humour well becoming the discussion of 
fucb an uncertain and unimportant subject, observes, << It is na 
great honour to have been descended from a vanquished people, 
who had deserted their country, and were now commencing va- 
grants as the Trojans wer»; yet &cts should prevail, and the his. 
torian should lean where truth seems to reside/' As it is one of 
those subjects, where conjecture is argument, and assertion prooG 
it still lemains to the impartial reader an undecided question. 
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. barbarous and bloody excursions made by. the former 
ia the country of the latter; and, becoming in- 
yeterate by time, and strengthened by prejudice, 
seems now to defy all powers of conciliation; What- 
ever conjecture noay be hazarded as to its origin, the 
fact is too notorious, that a powerful and rancorous 
enmity possesses th^ bosoms of the Welsh against the 
Irish ; and is carried so far, even among the mid- 
dling and better iiiformed classes," as to induce them 
to refuse the duties of hospitality, and to deny 
civilities and siccommodations^in this country^ which 
may be purchased ;in every other. Among the 
lower classes it risei (torn rudeness to insult. The 
spirit and habits of loyalty among the Welsh must 
necessarily clash with the ungoverpa)i>le turbulence 
too apparent in the pther; ani4 th«, relation of the 
rebellious spirit lately manifcste;d, aj^ ^pw broken 
out into actual outrage^ against their legal Sovereign, 
fantied the national hatred into a raging fidLtnc:^ 
the least encouragement from their superiors, 
would have brought thousands from the moun- 
tains, with intentions of massacre, and weapons of 
destruction. 

iDolgelleu, is so called from being situate in a vale 
once abounding with wood ; Ddl being of the same 
import with DaJe in English, and Gelieu or Kelku 
a place where much hazle grows. Its antiquity has 
not Ixfcn noticed. C^rnden says, Roman coins of 

* Extempb, torbati animi^ concoss^que fulgi ^ 

Pcctora, et arrcctcr stiinu^is ^^^^B^Uit?)^ ^^^nJ- . - ' 

. Virg.'iEn, U xi. 
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Trajan and Hadrian were found in his time, near a 
well called- Fynnon-vawi*. \ Arid a Barliamreol wag 
assembled h^re by Owen Glyndwr, A. D. l4o4 ; and 
though his affairs were in ^ prqsperous state, havrn^ 
formed an aHiah^e with Charles^ King of Franccy 
yet^to an impartial ^bset^vferj Qwen must have ap-^ 
feArfed too premature^ in his vddcljtrations, having 
afesufiifed th6 »!yle 1irtd clainls of Royalty before! he 
Rad' pflicurcd Sufficient friendS'ferid power to support 
I'hfert.*-' "' • (\ ' ' '> r/...'. . -. . , : 

^' This priricJ^al town of Merioneth, where the 
Summer Assizes are' held, stands Jft a fertile vale wear 
'the river 'Ohio* yzx\A thdia^gh* lt--is in-aflourfthing 
istate,' yet its api)eal'attce afffor^S no striking evidence 
*f the wealth!^ of its:; irtha^t^mw 'The houses are 
<^hiefly (juartzr;! c^'liiilVstdn^, ■^itfedatifftortari jmallef 
'j/iecbs of the'^afcielai^ng foffce'tf 4nt<> the irttemJces i 
tfew higheV'than iwd stories, *witli^fefm45ou9€*sinfrlJtil 
upon pole^, aWdUlite Streets 'so- natn^W'afem>t't(iadttiit 
»two carri^agife^ passing each mlvsr. 'U^Tie'Market-hcftisfc 
"is a low sqaiam building, aftd^he Town-hali iij sca?ee)y 
'distinguifehabfe -from the otbe^- feottses*' • •' ■' ^ ••' •/ 
Being here on a Sunday, gave us an-oppbrtltfrirty 
of seeing' most of 'tfte inliibit^^ts^^ < %hfe''^pd^'^'v3ere 
/di-essed .in their hdlkljiy dbthe^y al)4'"tti^^ tf-h4- 
^spectable appearance. A large^^fcfenm^diiW, (\^B<'H, 
'and abundantly in- other plaeeis,^gi»6wS'A^tfA%AWTA 
-MEUM,) between tbcJ town' arid t^e ri^ferj'^'-^fiji-mf^'ti 

♦ "Owinus, Delgi^ia, pi5Hc^Willi«i'» Ac.is thcstyfe-in wliich 
he sent his An^ssadort to C2hfarlci /ibdifl^, '^'datum apud Ddeguelli, 
}0 die mehsis Maii/M|'cccc« quarto, et principatus nostri quarto." 
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mall; and handreds^ after the evening service, were 
here enjoying the reanimating sun and refreshing 
breeze. We joined the perambulating party, and 
were pleased to see what an air of content and cheers- 
fulness pervaded every countenance. Inquiring the 
price of labour, and the general nKxle of living, we 
had to regret, that magnificent dwellings seldom 
administer to the real comfort of their owners ; and 
that acquisitions of wealth, and elevation of rank^ 
are but rarely the paths which lead to the Elysiuni 
of Content. 

The Church is a decent edifice of lime*stone, 
consisting of a handsome tower, and a . large nave; 
The seats are forms, and the floor is paved with lime* 
stone flags, a circumstance extraordinary for Wales; 
The desire of perpetuating the remembrance of 
departed friends is expressed in a whimsical way; 
the coffin plates^ exhibiting the name, age, &c. of 
the deceased, are placed as Memento tnori^s against 
the wajls, and other conspicuous part& of the church.. 

The Bervice is performed in Welsh, three time? 
every Sunday. We were sorry to obserw, that the 
custom, which sa^mnch interested but feelings on 
entering Wales, did not prevail here; but the ancient 
custom (Fid. Cicero de leg.) among the Heatbenisi 
of placing flat s,tones over the deceased. Lime* 
stone f^abs mark tKe graves of the u^ahhier people 
in the bhurcb-yard of DblgelJeu ; and it was iai^ 
po^bienot to cemafk How pitiful and :mean it ap^ 
peared^ ;in cbmpa?rfsori with the refined ohe- befow 
described. -• •-' — .. ■ I^ ' .i- .••'! 
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The town is improving in building and population t 
from the increasing trade in coarse cloth/ it promises 
to become no inconsiderable place. That kind of 
woollen xjlpth called Gwep, or Webs, strong or high 
country cloth, occupies the inhabitants of the town 
and neighbourhood. Every little farmer makes webs ; 
and scarcely a cottage is found without a loom. A}1 
kinds of wool are indiscriminately used ; fleece, 
refuse from staplers, and even the skin yards. Some 
of the growers manufacture their own wool, and the 
produce from this is the best cloth. The webs run 
from six to seven quarters wide, and are two hundred 
;yards long, divided into two pieces. In its rough 
€tate it may be purchased of the. manufacturer froiii 
a shilling to three shillings per yard. The quality 
has varied, since the staple of wool has been better 
undcrs^tood, and it has risen full 20 per cent within the 
last seven years. The webs used to be carried to 
Liverpool or Shrewsbury to market ; but the Liver** 
pool dealers have now persons in pay on the spot, to 
purchase of the makers ; and to assist the poorer 
manufacturers with money to carry on their trade; 
as the Blaokwell-ball factors do many of the smaller 
fJothiers in the West of England. Here, as in that 
pountr}', much is made by commission. Since this, . 
the drapers of Shrewsbury are obliged to go u^- the 
country, and purchase the artidcss in small quanti-^ 
ties at the farms, and qottegea. After undergoing 
the operation of scburing, bleaching, and .milling, it 
is: padked in large bales, and sent to Liverpool and 
lK)ndon; and thence exported to Germany, Ru^ia, 
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and the West Indies.* - An attempt wa$ made, a 
few years since^ to make Barmouth a general dep&t 
for the woollen goods of North Wales, intended for 
exportation, but it proved abortive; nor can it be 
expected such an enterprize should prove successfuU 
till the ^rade has more opulent manufacturers, and the 
port of Barmouth more wealthy and spirited mer-* 
chants. |t is impossible to ascertain what quantity of 
cloth is got up, where almost every weaver is a master, 
and where no regular entries are kept, Mr. Pennant 
observes, that the amount of webs brought to 
Shrewsbury annually, is 700,000 yards ; but this by 
00 means amounts to the sum total made in North 
Wales. ^ 

• We took an early opportunity of paying our 
respects to the pride and boast of this mountain-^ 
ous country, .and the principal object of our visit 
to Dolgelleu, .Cadeb idris*. The base consic^t^ 
of a long extent of dreary sl0pe, formed by the 
secondary . mountains of slate, oVer which tb^ 
lofty Cader, the principal elevation of the cbaini 
rises pre-eminent, ^he ascent is immediately 

♦ Fonncrly it used to be chiefly sold from the loom ; but the 
people now embarked in the business, are sensible of the great 
advantage of exposing the article for sale, in a finished, rather than 
an ipfinished state. The streams begin to resoand with the fullbg* 
xnills, and bl^ching-racks are seen to extend along the sides of th$ 
hills. A few webs, for home consumption, are dyed bliie, drab, 
brown, &c,; these are sent at present to Shrewsbury to be dyed. 
They are getting into the finishing articles, by rowing, double 
billing, napping. Sec* and will, most prbbablyi^ in a short tiim, 
a^d the improvement of colours, and fiicility of manui^ctunng by 
the introduction of ina<;}uneryt' > '- \ ' 
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Over thft town to the SouthWand, and ao abrupt' on 
ihif iidb df» to deceive the eyd/ wilh regard to tha 
oonjectutdl hei^ght of the 'mountain; It8b^eadth•« 
by rid tneaiisprDportTonable to.its lertgtb^ the base 
seldom exceeding' dght tniles, and being in some 
placed not more than on^. The higher parts are coifKi 
pissed bbiefly of granite, porphyry and hard wbiny in- 
il^rttik-ed y(f\th quartz^ schorl/ and feldHspan No mU 
ilefals of '«ny kind have as yet been discovered in 
fbe$epart». Od the Southern' side it^riscs from the 
aa ^re flearltowyriy \Vh6re an s&sthary is formed by 
the river D'isanWy.; The ascent NcM-thwards,' is regular 
ibi< about ihteb milei, *hen taking art East, or North^^ 
easterly direction for ten miles, it^throws out a branch 
l&t* prWubemnce towards the summit?, 'projecting fdr 
threb'^mtlds South* west.* 'The^soenr; if>om the road 
toTo^yn, is J>erhaps the mopt eligibU, though very 
trteep. • On the right is ^Llyn y Gader, where ^ 
fcofertjon horse path ^rms a commu^iication betWfedtl 
fhfe ^nd the Village^ on the opposite side. Though 
Ibaded hdrses pass this track, yet a person accustomed 
to a flat country will feel his nerves shake, lest his 
feet s^ipuld^lip, and be should fall precipitately doya 
oyer ^^tbe rugged fragments of rock, that lie on the 
aides .(3f the mountain. 

' fn the Lake of Llyn'y Gader is found the LoBfiiiA 
DOitTMANKA^ Narthecium ossifragum, thc elegaut 
]>ryMPH-$:A liVTEAp and aromatic Nymph^a alba, 

, r.* jThe heiglkt of .the highest summit is 2^50. ft^ above thc level 
^ {KiSgsiteo' Green.) Aft %ht tide i;isear^2ib feet a t fiarmoiith, ferhafi 

ZQ feet maj be added to the estimate- >" '../ . 
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expanding their; beautiful green, leaves and patul6us» 
bl6ssom8 upon tbe.'sucfaoe.iDf.tfae water ; the formeif 
yellow, the latter white^ These, with othec 
iquatic plants, iKive the wonderful instinct^ (shall I 
eall it ?) cf rising to the surface of the water 
near the time of flowering., They expand theiif 
iJlossoms about s6ven o'clock in the morning, and 
closing again, repose upon the surface about fbuif 
in the evening. This specious aquatic confirms tb^ 
ingenious theory of the respiration- of plants. /Tho 
upper side of the : I^af is the imi^diate organ of 
breathings by which it emits azotic .gfts, apd irobibea 
Qxygen; and in which the sa{i, or blood of thcipldht, 
iindera thin porous pellicle, is cxix>9ed to.tb^.:^ctio« 
of the atniosphene** ,iPr(^i M.Bormiit.VUsi^^^ 'da 
FeuiHesli Hence tike insectaV if ilh&sptrflculaiof.'^tfa^ 
leaives are stopped: h}ricavficii\g;thc;vip)cr sur&ce wttii 
oil^ death' tfmmzf; ^Dd^hence, ;6Tqallicxaq^atle:plaarili 
submersion aaik^tbGinJiatitfe dement i[uipklj» becwacs 
fetal. .-.):>«'..,.,'> ./;..; ;^; ^ . V - . r ; •; ; 

: On gainrng theffiryti3sdent/intttii:ooatse.,gra8a ahd 
peat 'bogs ate? dtscotprablc;. Tbe. hollow. >of Cwm. y 
eay^^^resentsf itself, ! out of wbiph .rises: the tnost per-* 
Mndicular rock dfriChaig. .y- Cay,! overshadowing 
iflyn y Cay, aiafce whose waier&arerbeautifuUy clear^ 

::.J -:• Z.- .-.vv.a C. ./. ' '. * ( . J r' v '. ! ' '.. 

•' • • • ^j'lig leaves only half expand', except' ih ^amy seasotis, 'fomirrig 
a. concavity, that like the little nautilus^ rides upon the wave, to 
avoid the Injufy that the 'agitation (^'the witeis might otherwise 
*3p to the'' respiratb/y organs ; henc^ %lY^\tt volgai-lj^ calld 
'(anieavfs. ''''^ ' ' ''" ''" ' "? ^'"'^^'-"^"^ ' ' ! / j. . . •'[ 
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and of great deptb^ which refutes the idea of thts 
having been a volcanic crater. They are said^ by 
Mr. Aikin, to have, stood the chymical test of pure 
water^ and as he ingeniously observes, the lava and 
other volcanic productions supposed to have b^en seen 
here by some authors^ might be no more than thci 
quartz^ whence feld spar having been decomposed^ 
had been l^ft in a porous state.* Here ^Iso grows the 
Nabthecium ossipbaoum, and on the surrounding 
rocksy RuMEX bigynus, Rhodiola bosea, Tha* 

LICTBI7M MINUS, Th. ALFJNUM, LyCOPODIUM SELA« 

GOKoiDEs, and L. clavatum^ 

The waters of the lake cover an extent of fifty 
acreSj abounding with trout and other fish; and a load 
and distinct echo twice repeats the whispers of the 
speaker. Amidst the clefts and fissures of the rocks 
foxes find a safe retreat, and thefavourite animal of 
the country, inits proper stateofnatiare, leaps from 
craig to craig, broWmg the snbuntaiB shrub, or 
alpine grass, in wild security. .. : 

^ The road from this shelf is still mone perpendic6kr; 
the loose columnar stones, lying about in ail direct* 
tions, assume in many places so regular an appearance^ 
that they might be taken for drmdical remains ; som^ 
of them stand erect, like Maea biribn, and one ia 
dignified with the title of LlSch Idris. Nearer the 
aummit numerous masses of irregular figures present 

♦ The mineralogist wjU here seek in rain for " the rugged dis- 
cdoQied rocks^ jp^mcnted by 3 semi. vitrified matter, which givei 
them a volcanic appearance^ and quantities of pumice similar to the 
toad.stoDe of Derbyslure." Vid* Pennant* 
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themselves, and the discardered state of tfie strata 
becomes more obvbus. This mountain is Cader 
Idrisy properly so called* Having gained this ascent 
a small plan forms the base to the two eminences, or 
rocky heads, of nearly equal height, which cons'titute 
the bifurpated summit of Idris ; called Tyrrau Mawr 
and Pen y Gader* The view from the latter is won- 
derfully grand; the mountains we had looked up to 
with astonishment, now sunk into considerable 
hills, while the lesser elevations appeared to vanish in 
the extensive plans. Lakes, rivers, towns, villages^ 
castles, steeples, woods, and downs, intermixed with 
the numerous inclosures, and sheep, cattle, and men 
in diminished perspective, formed a pleasing and 
varied map. Over these the eye ranged to the 
Wrekin, rising solitary on the plain of Salop, skirted 
by the winding Severn, the lake of Bala, with the 
Cader's rival, Arran Ben Llyn* the Ferwyn, and the 
Breddin Chains. To the South, thp Bay of Swansea, 
and the Channel peep through the openings of the 
mountains of Brecon. The Vale of Towyn, the fine 
curve of the Bay of Cardigan, with the immense 
expanse of the ocean dashing its foaming waves over ^ 
the breakers, and against the rocky shores ef Me- 
rioneth, add to the beauty of the scene; which is 
closed, at a vast distance, by the heights of Snowdon, 
and, dimly in the western horizon^ appears like a faint 
doud, the coast of Ireland. 

The World, in elevations like these, seems be- 
neath the traveller; aUvl it is impossible not to 

♦ Mr. Hughes wys; that Arran Ben Llyn x% only diirty yards 
]ower than the summit of Cader. 
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feel, in sueh impressive seeded of grandeur, a 
iprinciple of religion, llie imrnensity of the ocean 
corresponding with the majestic height of the 
moantain, contrasted with the habitations and other 
laborious workis of man, so diminutive in the 
scale, could not fail to excite ideas ojf wonder and 
delight. The sublime has a moral tendency, it 
elevates the soul by depressing it-; it lifts it above 
every mean and groveling consideration. Here the 
mind is arrested with awe! — AH points to lUm^ 
^[ who fixed the mountains on their b^se, established 
the earth on its immoveable pillars, and holds thid 
immeasurable ocean in the hollow of his band.** 
Evident marks of Almighty ppwer obtrude them- 
selves on our bbservatioh, at every sfep, not only in 
the formation, but in the apparent changes that have 
taken place amid these stupendous scenes. What is 
vulgarly called great, appears little, and what 'we 
were accustomed to pronounce important, compara- 
ti vcly trifling. We might have been tempted to hlave 
indulged a degree of pride, at finding ourselves so 
superior, and the world so far beneath us, had not* 
the rising thought been checked by the insignificant 
figure those edifices made, which we had been used 
to consider as the wonderful eflforts of human art and 
human power. We blushed at our litde imaginary 
self-exaltations, and wondered how we could ever 
consider ourselves as Beings of so much consequence; 
Surrounded by objects of such superior magnitude, 
the recollection removed us to our proper place in 
the sqale of Being, and feeling a portion of self- 
'" ■ 4 * ■ ' : 
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abasement, which im^iy be useful m less elevated 
scenes, we prepared to descend the mountain. 

The plants towaitds the top of Cader, are AiM 
ccESPiTosA, FesTuca ovina, aod thc Variety j called 
by Aikin F. vivipara, be having. probably only seen 
it in its. viviparous state; efld F, ituriuscula, * i\3A 
ALPiNA, &c. These platits have the wonderful pro^ 
pcrty of a two-fold mode of increasing/their species. 
When they grow in the plain or vale, where they 
experience the influence of the genial breeze and 
prolific sun to ripen their seeds, when comtnitted to 
the earth to unfold the secret powers of the embryo; 
they increase in the usual manner ; but in thesa 
alpine tracts, where the cold, even in the Summer 
months, is frequently severe, they change theirmode,* 
and become viviparous. The infant germ, developing 
itself, shoots into blade in thecap ; and then felling^ 
readily takes root, and becomes the parent of a nu- 
merous offspring. In other parts grow theSAXiPRAGA 

HYPNOIDES, S. . STELLARIS, SPHAGNU^ ALPINTTM, 
RhODIOLA ROSEA, dnd VaCCINIUM VITIS ll>MA 

abundant ; . Gnaphalium divicum, Pteris crispa, 

PiNGUICULA vulgaris, SeDUM TELEPHIUM, S. 
^UPESTRB, LyCOPOPIUM SELAGO, CAMPANULA BO- 

tundifolia, C. var. P, Jungermannia alpina, J. 
JULACEA, Mnium jungermannia, Lichen pascha- 
us, L. pbagilis, with a variety of other species, 
and the Arbutus alpina. This plant has often been 
confounded with A. u va ursa, arisingfrom their trail- 
ing branches ; but, not to mention ijje striking dif- 
ference of the berries, (those of the foriper beipg^ 
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blacky and the latter red^) there is an infallible spe^ 
cific distinction. The leaves of A. alpina are 
wrinkled on the upper side, and reticulated on 
the under, with their edges serrated ; while those of 
the UvA URSA are entire. It differs from the Vacci* 
KiuM viTis ID^A, by its trailing branches, and its 
leaves not dotted underneath. 

Taking a North-easterly direction in our descent^ 
we passed by the side of a small lake, whose crystal 
waters discharged themselves down the sides of the 
mountain into the beautiful lake of Llyn Meingtfl, 
in the vale of Taly Llyn. This is very narrow, con- 
iisting of meadows and verdant slopes, covered with 
numerous flocks, with here and there a solitary 
shepherd lying by the side 6f a turf-built hut, at- 
tended by his faithful dog ; while in places the lake 
^ far fills the valley, as only to leave a narrow path 
on one side; and the huge dark crags, near 1000 
feet in height, tremendously overhanging the water, 
form a grand and majestic contrast. The termina- 
tion of this little scene is highly picturesque. The 
lake gradually contracting, 'in the shape of a rivers 
rushes through a good stone arch into a narrow bed 
below, having the church on one side, and cottages 
mixed with trees on the other. 

Here we entered the Dolgelleu road, but nature 
changed her face, and the relief which vegetation 
^fiords the eye was denied us. The mountains, 
uniting at their bases, support projecting rocks, and 
inpipending crags, with large dark coloured columnar 
fragments, wbicb have been disjointe(lfrom the strata^ 
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furnish ideas of horror. We were soon relieved from, 
this ^ne^ by passing near the side of Llyn y Tre*' 
graienyti, or the Lake of the Three Grains: so HzWpdi 
says the voice of the vulgar, from the Giant Idrisffeel-* 
ing some gravel hurt his foot and throwing it out into 
the lake^ which became the three rocks now visible on 
the lake^ These^ and a thousand such stories you 
may hear^ and he who likes may fill his budget. • 
They are three vast rocky fragments^ separated by- 
some convulsion of nature from the adjacent moun-* 
tains» This lake is esteemed bottomless^ but the 
depth bas been found at sixty fathoms. 

These lakes, and several others; which receive their 
waters from the Cader, aboutid with trout, gwyniad^ 
and other fish, peculiar to alpine lakes, which induce 
the amphibious otter to frequent them^ who h^re 
makes his nocturnal ^nd predatory perambulations* < 
The cwms of the mountains are peculiarly fitted for 
his retreat, and the waters for his pastime and repast. 
This animal) which is seldom found in England^ 
has soft brown hair^ is about two feet in lengthy from 
the tip of the nose to the insertion of the tail $ its 
head broad> nose blunt, and mouth fiat, like a fish ^ 
neck thick and shorty tail broad at the insertion^ and 
tapers off to a point; the eyes are remarkably smal)^ 
and placed near the nose ; the legs very short and 
strongs the articulations of the joints are so formed^ 
that the animal can turn them quite back^ and use 
them as temporary fins. / Each foot is furnished with 
five toes, connected by a web or cartilaginous mem* 
brancj like the feet of aquatic fowl. H^' takes his 

H 



Digitized by 



Google 



Off rfOUfl jmfi^lfOH K^ETJft ^Al«f« 

gpner^ vesli^HQe on thfi ^aftks of tbfs lakci^ tollfiwed 
by tjie .w?ve^ ; ^Bd hgre the fe«fi*}e brings fqrife ber 
young* The ^tor i$. pQt fop^ of river$ and. rqriBbg 
stre9n)?» but if driveo by buti^g^r, it «wims tg;{iimt 
ibf& stream in pprspit i^f prey. If tbi^ npetbod of 
meeting the fitih prpy^ uAwc^euftful, endued with 
Q3{)aci$H|S ]u0|^ to tal^^e in a la^gp/ portion 0f air 
at fi iim^, hp A\v^ U^ thp bottpqn^ and »« fi3b cannot 
s^e l}pnpath> from tbe peculiar xoniormation of their 
eye$» be attaekn ibem on tbf» defenceleas side^ drags 
^bcm tp sl^or^ by tbe belly» md tbeo leavea them for 
bours together ipiypntinde ibe pursuit. In iakea and 
ponds h0 vwiw hi^ mode of Ptutik. He g^erally 
<}riy(«p ib^n) iptg ipme mali crpts^fc or ahaUow^ wbm'0 
tb^y af^iufftUibly tflkfin. la tbis.ipanper the otter^ 
^Aifing Ibe ^tpmer moptbsji pbtakis a aupply mom 
tbflo i^d^wte tQ bi9 eoosnmptipQ^ frequently with 
mfpardofita^lf^ cruelty lefliQliitg deatj» for aimxsemeat^ 
9nd l^Pviog'tbe d^iad fish upqa tbe »tmnd^ rather as 
^rftpbie? pf hin viQtQiy than n^otomy^ He ia ao 
VQrsif^ioup ^ft>tQ kiU Pior^ that) be dan eat^ and, fay 
ibjs ppirit of oovetQUfti>e6(5y b^ beoomes a6 dfi^tructim 
to svpHI fiah ppnda^ aa (o destroy tbe whole in Uie 
4paK?e of a few pighta. Hia wantonoeBa, howemr^ 
difawa after it hie own puniabnr^au iu winter he it 
f!bMgfd 6e<|uetfidy tollye upon weeds and graaa, ot 
(be haitk of tpeea.; axid^ growing idoipenate from 
^ine^ he bda tbe temerity to attack .8heep» which 
Iwioigft down upon him the Teagoaaoeiof mati.* His 



^ Vid. Q9ldjynul)and fei^inii ^rk^ ,fo^. 
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mode of building is as curious as that of taking hi; 
prey. This ingenious free-mason burrows uudei: 
ground: he begins by making an opening at some 
distarK^e from the bank, frequently in a wood or 
covert place. He then works his way^ by a circuitous 
route, to the lake or river; this done, he makes 
another, to communicate with the windings of this, 
at the side of the bank beneath the water. By the 
one, OQ the land side, he obtains admission for a 
supply of fresh air, and by the other he eludes th? 
vigilance of his enemies, escaping by his aquatic 
passage. 

It is difficult to ,take the old ones alive ; if they 
pannot avoid the pursuers by diving, they retreat 
to tbeir holes and eso^pe ; but if their retreat be ua- ~ 
expectedly cut off, they grow instantly desperate, 
fitxack the dogs with the most savage ^erceocss, imd 
^fhGla once they bite, never quit their hold, so that 
few dogs care to face .them. The young ones are 
taken with less difficulty. They are generally play- 
ing about the edge of the lake, but if the dam be 
present tbe task ti^n becomes arduous. The old one 
teachep tb^m immediately to plunge into the water^ 
and escape among the rushes or weeds, that commonly 
fringe the n>argin. At this early period they swit^ 
,wi<b gre^t velocity, and every part but the tip of the 
X)Pie beisg submerged, they easily escape. Dogs ar^ 
twned for this purpose, and this species of hunting 
fur wbes great amusement* When the hunters come 
to the spot, the do^ discover by tbeir barking that 
tbe otter is there, ivhid) tn^ntly div^ as C€^lated.r If 

H2 
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the female is absent, the young ones refuse to st?r 
without parental protection, and fall an easy prey- 
Thus taken, they are fed upon fish ana water; as 
they gain strength, this food is changed for bread, 
milk, &c. Then taught to fetch and carry like 
dogs, by training first with artificial, and then with 
dead fish, they become valuable animals, for such is 
their docility, they will even fish for their masters, 
as wdl as themselves, and obtain their own main- 
tenance, and a supply for the family. This is one 
instance of a very savage animal being domesticated 
by human art, and furnishes a probability, that the 
terror of the thicket and the desart are not irre- 
claimable from their ferocious state ; but instead 
of being the dread of man, might be made sub- 
ordinate to his will, and subservient to his use- 
When we reflect, that out of twenty thousand 
animals, not more than a hundred can at present be 
considered as his auxiliaries, what a majority rennains 
to be subdued ; and what a small portion of the 
'divine grant he has yet possessed himself of. While 
his ambition is insatiably striving to lord it over his 
' fellow-creatures, and to make his compeers in beijig 
the slaves of his pleasure, or his avarice, the exten- 
sive territories of the animal kingdom remain un- 
subjugated ; he permits the strength of the stoutest 
animals, which in a domesticated state would essen- 
tially contribute to his resources, to be, as far as re- 
spects him, dissipated without advantage; and the 
animals themselves to range in absolute indepen- 
dency, mocking at his title of Creatioris Lor^L 
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Wishing that the genius of war might for ever sub* 
mi^to the (enius of peace, and mankind apply the 
powers of reason to sciences, to art, to economy^ 
and humanity; w^ descanded through Bwlch Coch, 
at the foot of which grows the Polytrichum alpi- 
xruM, and P. urnigerum, and on loose stones the 
Lichen centripugus, down a rough and rubbly 
road again to Dolgelleu. . 

' Yours^ 

J'5» 
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'■•••■ ■ i 

' LETTER V. . 

', . >.j Barmouth. 

X HE road for Barmouth is over a hand- 
some stone bridge of several arches, thrown across 
the Onion ; which here flows many hundred feet 
wide. On the right, about a mile from the town, 
on the bank of the river, are the ruins of Cymmer 
^bbey. Part of the church is still standing, exhi- 
biting at the East end three lofty sharp-pointed 
arches; and over them three smaller ones mantled 
with ivy. The abbot's lodge and part of the abbey 
serve for a farm house. This was a Monastery of the 
Cistertian order, founded by Meredydd and Gryf- 
fydd, the sons of Conan ap Owen Gwynedd, A. D. 
1 198. In Llewelyn's charter the benefactions of the 
founder and the boundaries of the abbey lands are 
enumerated, and his own recorded, A. D. 1209: 
evidently proving, that it was founded prior to that 
period. The revenues at the Dissolution amounted 
to ^58 15^. Ad. Fid. S^eed.* Two miles from Dol- 

♦ Dugdale and Tanner confound this with the abbey of Civmhlr 
in Radnorshire, on the borders of Montgomery. To that must be 
referred what Mr. Warner says of this ahhejy with respect to the 
fine its abbot paid to the English, to save it from conflagration; 
as well as the treachery of one of its monks, that led to the disaster. 
Via. Math. Far, /. 31 1. jP«a«r/, 252. The foundations of a castle. 
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gt\tm y N^Udfld "Paikj tbe inolont b^ of tfai) 
fintiily of thM nd»3fie^ luow df tbe^ ¥dCigbaK». Tha 
road }9 1^ ft steaf> asoenc^ and the hdtise rstmrds on 
very hi^ gfot^fid : it waft bot d» old imdillei^tyt 

eb^€ed a h^w arid ha«d«oine tUMticm, which afi> 
{)eaK 16 greatf^^v^titagtB f^om th4 eletKited s^e, and 
the rich wooers that clothe the difTerem parts of tik^ 

In ifhe ^itf)^ iftvi bf the ptrit ji ilbQ( retin^te 6f a 
BtUhh p^t>'k i^ tL high rn^oS^t^ lottU^ encmdod 
^WH a' Willi df siofft^ Ch6 Oimmfpn fohificiattonr. of 

ft)}) of Op^l^isicm: ' Hn^ ptfrk k cB>d^tt»lied for tht 
tm^^&it d^^ ^ iho ccAimryy liemKrkably smqjl bat 

I'ke' t^l»^<fHcl- h6re (%lTnot i«»M) the i^vitadoa.tk 
Idbll «^ natwe i« h6t fam^tio \/Mm»^ ai eadbir 
bit«d<1a the 6eieb#6tbd^ Mh af tib Co^yne smd tfat 
Ilii^^KMs^b/ l^hie W^datl)^!* for s@V(lfid dfty^ birti beed 
^^jgi^d^ i^Aby, And ciMi^^itf^tft^Ij^ A(WTiriM% 

: ; • . ^ ♦ 

aN^lfif^f i> hear the ^Ubejc, bu^t by Yttiy4 ^p £<lwib p ^4 takeo 
and jcmoliaihecl sooi) after A- ^* ^^ l^i hy Eueai> ap Cadwyan at}d 
M!eredyd4 ap ^leydd^n. ^id. Powel, /, 130. 

♦ Bat Mr, Pcrirtant when he observed, « That this was the 
highest situation of any gentleman's house in Fntatri/* Voi. H. /. 
iff ;' dSd^df rcbdBect th^l^ ifekrij^ partf dt tM^'kifigdoifi^ Wlfifcrffonn 
(T jfeoob lefts ain^6 M^kh di^ pbecf of the barkony am Wgh^i' iii^ 
Jihe ItYfA 6f tbcr se9y ijufo dl9sd.$hat &»»» a gfeftter^j T^^iai]^ 
gradii^y rises a*' we ppo?gd from- the- ooeaa ; an4 it js probably 
frona this consfderatipn; that the table land,caHed Ri/^Maj in War^ 
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for sedng them ia the high^ advantage. . Whoe{^ev 
triiit^ thcae 5cciiesL in'the djpoggbti that fi^u/^ntly 
accompaoies the most pl^siog .time for travelliog^ 
will be totally disappointed ;. for' several f of; tbeso 
£il!s will have vanished; and thi^ person b.y wboscj 
deacription the travQller has bseehi^Uored tothe^spot^ 
lie under the imputation of miare^prfi^Qntation or of 
bigh-Colpuring4^:J./:> :j :; . • . ' i 

Proceeding northwards up the vale of the IVlaw^ 
at'Ddy MclyriHiri, Six. milfis from* Dolgelleu^ is a 
house inhabited byfiounselldrlMaddox; here, tura-^ 
1og::to theJeft^up'&rRteep. activity, the eye meet* 
the furious :course /)f the Garsfa^ a wide mountain 
torrent dashing its waters J from rock to focI; 
through a thicket of various, kinds of underwopd^^ 
meeting with short interruption?, till it arrives at .4 
lofty precipice ; down this it rushes in separate chan- 
nels fifty feet iAto the pool beneath^ shaded Ipy Jpfty 
trees, .that giw Abe waters a dark appearance,; and 
the cataract its name, Bhaiadr d^ ; here^, struggling 
aqd foaming: against the fragments of stone it has 
brought \n its violent passage, in wild uproar, it is 
soon lost to the spectator in the thick woods below; 
A noble pendant birch of uncommon size overhangs 
the centre of the fall, and forms a high finjsh to tjiis 
romantic. $cene, 

{ . A bridge is thrown across the river called Pantar 
furfa/ which conducts you to another cascade^. 
?ormed by the jbnction of the Miaw and Eden,' A 
lofty insular wooded hill, corresponding with the 
glens through which these waters fall, forms the fork 
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/ 

of the rivers ; and is not unlike many of those ^cenesl 
described by travellers in the wilds of America, But' 
these vtrere only introd^jctions to other scenes of 
grandeur, with which nature has ^very where ears 
riched this richly varied country, ■ 

Crossing a lofty slate mountain with numerouf' 
oaks on the right and left, called Tylyn Gwiadws^ 
with its opposite, Cwro Yssam, we descended into, 
the deepened vale, through which the Mawddach. 
flow^. The mountains on both sides, dark with the 
umbrageous shade of beech and joak, which almost 
completely cover their declivitiesi except the browa 
Qrag§ sometimes making ^n^ppe^rapcie^,|:brppgh the[ 
yerdaut clothings- formed a ^n^.^f^ntrast: with, tba 
»akpd country before us, . r. : n/ m - iivi r;rv> 

. Ai' difficult patb,.j;^?hrough wooded dingles, sooa 
brought us to th^: river. Though precluded from .the[ 
aig^it of the cataract, by thcfylvan shades of thi* 
' feiry region, our ears were assailed .by. the noise of 
tiiesc troubled .waters. The latent^falls of the Cayne 
and the I^awddach werp now distinctly hear4| in an^' 
gfy rpar,.tuxi(ibHag from ledge tov ledga;. wii% thcj 
pounds reverberated frpm^the moqntarns' sidefi, lik^ 
distant thund^f,; directed our steps to the Pisfil jfi 
Coyne] (or the spout ofahe^riverCayne.) This is no les3> 
than the whole, river, 'm one uniform sheet, dashing 
down a perpendic.ular declivity of near two hundred* 
feet,, in full stream, into the deep rocky bason^ or 
excavation formed by the violence of the water. 
3ut this magnificent object. appears to the greatest 
^dvantagp from below, by crossing a tiHiIy alpinq 
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bridge, forrhcd of the trtink of an iftimense oak 
lAid from rock to rdck ovci" t Harrow dark chasm ; 
tbrottgb which Che torrem nashes from the pool in«o^ 
the glen beneath. 

From this situation the view rt immensely grtnd. 
The pfodigiousl heigbt of the cataract to it$ first (a\\ ; 
die cbAsm over which the bridge i^ plaecd ; its se*^ 
cof>d descent through the rdiiky -fissures ; it^ muraF 
front and sides, with trees heiic dnd there relicfviffg* 
the brown roek ; the threk wOoded gfen, shaded bj* 
afifcient oak and beech, with H profusion of undeN 
Wood, through whieb the waters force their toWise, 
b^rse.mithnuring frbtti fdck to-foek, trH they fi»Jrt-/ 
g]ty mth Mawddach a few hundred yard* beferw i 
combine to form a species of the ptcturesquCj tfta¥ 
Ihay be equalled, but cannot 'be surpassed, Thtee 
hundred ydfd^ distant frorh thisy is the fall of fhtf 
Mawddach ; which, thotrgh in the tente encbantiii^ 
iltyle of romantic beauty, yet retains a peculiar cha-^ 
faeter didtinet ffom every other cataract we had secff.- 
This h it remark that may be extended to the gre^ktef 
pdrt ef the sc€?ttery of W^les ; whicb by new (Jotti 
bfMtions of objetts, and ejchsiu*t?esd variety of eo-- 
louring, furnishef perpetdal sbtfrcesof ttdvelty Attii 
entertainment to the Devotee of Nature. 

Tbia^ fill h more^ txpoied t6 the dky. A i/kti 
op6M thtmgh m)6ds toa baref tttcfttttt^tri, ertcfosed 
by others^, rhmg wlffe sd^etit angles fof eight batr-^ 
^rtd fedt Rigtr ; dver w'hich, h^ three fall^of^ dbdnt 
tf!ir«y tttt 66^et\t eaeh, with fdff stnsam tbe^riviEJf 
nAh rnta ft-dfeep ifeft^^Mty : '^hcrtce' agkiti i^^cringi 
4 
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It reassumes its violence, and rages over a cong6rie« 
of craggy rocks, till joined by the impetuous Cbyrte, 
and is only heard in the distant woods. Though 
this was so materially different from the former, tvet 
were not less gratified : the Pyfitit is* romantic, but 
thit of the Mawddach is magnifieerttly grand. 

Mr. Pennant observes, what wd should Wish (d 
see, ** That iti the nakedness of winter, there is art 
eminendei whence these two cataracts might be seetl 
at Oftcej exhibiting through the trees a pi$ce of 
scenery as uncommon as it is grand.** 

Retiring frofm these lovely scenes, we regained 
the road at LlanTEtltyd turnpike. At this place the 
tide' flows to a considerable height; and a number 
of small craft, with a few large vessels, are built. 
A brig of about two hundred tons was now upon 
the stocks, and others of inferior size; but vessels 
of any considerable tonnage are obliged to be 
tauDc^hed about the equinoxes, to take the advantage 
of the high vernal and autumnal tides, for floating 
over the bar of Barmouth. 

From Llan Elltyd to Barmouth is teri miles of the 
Best and moSt beautiful road in the kingdom. * The 
road winds round' the hill opposite to Dolgelteu ; 
and is formed with great labour, on a shelf of the 
rock, through the hanging woods, crossing a hand- 
some stone bridge over the Mawddach, just where 
it joiiis the Oniofi. The expanse of water how be- 
comes consVderable, and at high tide occupies the 
whole of the. vale ; putting on the appearance of a 
farge lake,* enveloped with mountaiirs. The waters 
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4pr ;the aestuary. contract with the ^undulations of 
its rooky banks, wbiiih in some plapes are covered 
with brash wood to the water's edge ; and in others 
foam in sullen grandeur against impending cliffs. 
A sprinkling of jcultivaiipn. and plantations of trees 
as a security from the spray of the ocean, mark the 
Jjand g( industry, The9peningsof the surrounding 
woods display the opposite moupjaips,; bowing, with 
podest submissipn to the heights of Cader ; which^ 
with its bifid supimit, now assumed the appearane 
of a volcano. The rolling clouds smpkefd over the 
mountain, and the sudden burstsof light, occasioned 
by the contending sun, had agrand^and aweful effect/ 

The road follov/s the inequalities of the shore, till 
it occupies a narrow shelf of the perpendicular rock 
of Barmouth. Here we obtained a fine view of the 
waters of the river^^ discharging thenoselves into the 
beautiful bay of Cardigan, 

The delight we felt during this pleasing ride, was 

nearly terminating in a disastrous conclusion. The 

road near Barmouth is on the shelf of the rocky 

• k.i I. , * 

fountain, on which part of the town is built ; which 

from the constant .washjngs of the tide, had of late" 
experienced considerable inroads, A spirit of ne- 
cessary improvement induced thp* corpmissioners to 
devise means to widen it. The most eligible plan 
was deemed, blowing up tlie ' rock. This was 
now executing by means of gunpowder : and 
the men were, busily employed in the work,-^ 
We had scarcely passed the spot* before our horses 
started at an explosion unexpected by the workmea 
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themselves; and a portion of the rock gave way of 
many thousand tons weight; which completely block-^ 
cd up the road : fortunately no lives were lost ; but 
had we been a few seconds later, we must have 
been inevitably crushed to atoms. 

To express gratitude for deliverance to Hhiy who 
permitteth not a sparrow to fall to the ground with- 
out his paternal notice, may seem like enthusiasm 
to the eye of impiety; but to us, who consider the 
acknowledgment of our dependence upon the Deity, 
and his superintending Providence over our beings 
and concerns, as a reasonable service, this event ha* 
often oh recollection been a source of pleasurable 
sensations ; much more calculated to exc'ite the 
tnvy, than the contempt of the votaries of irreligion : 

If smallest beings claim his guardian care, 
* His noblest creature cannot fail to share, 

Entering Barmouth, we met with good accom- 
modations at the Corsy gedal Arms, the only irin in the 
place. This little town is seated close on the sea 
shore, at the mouth of the Maw;, hence called Jher 
Maw. It is principally built upon a high rock; 
rows of houses standing upon the shelves one above 
another, like part of the city of Edinburgh : and 
said to resemble the town of Gibraltar, A street 
is formed by a few mariners* and fishermen's houses,, 
built on the strand, which ar^ completely overlook- 
ed by the buildings of their wiser neighbours, that 
are foqnded on the rock. The former are defended 
from stormy tides, by large hillocks of sand, which 
threaten to overwhelm theni; and certainly would^ 
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Vere i< oot f(*r ite friendly awietanc^ of two, ^tber^ 
^i't^c despised vegetables, the Arundo ARBKAitf a &n4 
EiiVAjus AREiJfARjys; whjch, by their long ereepiipig 
root* iBtmwioiog together, $top th^ fwiod, aod by 
^causing it to aggregate, change it from ^ nuisatoca 
to a friendly barrier. 

To those who conceive that a ph^ of faifcion- 
able reaort must be handsome in appearance. Bar- 
pnoiith will occasion disappointment. The Co^if/ 
d 'mi 16 by no means striking. The bathing is cer- 
tainly as eiKcaciouB as any can be : the rough tid^s 
ao frfjqvvent in St. George's Channel, ajad the rocky 
shores of the aurrounding coast, must greatly tend lo 
change and render salutary the waters of the bay* 

The beach is a fine sand, extending from tht 
Traeth Artro to the harbour. The accommodations 
for bathing, at preaent, are but indifierent : neither 
with horses, as at Weymouth and Brighton ; nor 
with a winch and inclined plane, as at Cowes ; \mt 
£xed on the sand at a certain distance within the 
reach of the tide, which renders it very inconvenient 
to the bathers : being confined for time. 

The company, though not numerous, was gen- 
teel. Through the wetness of the season, few of the 
Shropshire and Hereford beauties bad yet arrivied s 
yet the place wiis expected soon to fill : this being 
the resort ^f the indolent and afflicted from. Ibc 
midland part of the kingdom, as Weycnouth is for tbf 
western part. 

. Adjoining to the inn is a large bQ^diag-bouac^ 
capable i)f containing a number of families. Him 
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at one comrpon t^Ue^ which is w/^Il 8erv«4 th« 
company sit down to dinnor and sup(>er together^ «# 
^t Matlock ; an admirable harper is kept in pay. An 
assembly twice n week offbrfU ewro^ fund amuaer 
iwnt for the evQpiog ; and tlje ^urpouoding CQUUtry 
furnishes objects for both, during tb^dpy. 

From tbi? friendly footing on which granger* meet 
here, tb^y r^seiplsik one great family^ united fcfr tb^ 
purpose of social intercourse APd muti^l pleasure; 
The lodgings are good and the eKp^iHW wery mode'- 
rate ; and, when the price qf pcpvisipn^ is t&ked 
iMQ the accQuntt it would be extortion, were it 
otherwise* Matton three-pence per .pound i Wd by 
the quarter the fame ; fowls ten-pence to one shiU 
iin^ per oouple : mQst kinds of fish from om penny 
to two pence p?r.t¥>i>ad. 

Every consideration \$ heigbiened, by the most 
pleasing attention from the hostess and her aervanta; 
«o th^t be wbq QienQt ap^nd two or thnee mootlui 
under the roof of I,^Qwii Lewifi, without eKperieocing 
etmuif nniust be possessed of a spirit not easily 
pleased ; and hps yet one qf the most ftsnential of all 
human sciences to le^rn. 

. The harbour ip formed by a smaJl island,* at the 
Biputh of ttie river, tb^t serves tp ^eure a aafe an- 
chorage for the shipping. It farm^ly afforded pWr 
tuxage for nmnqrou^ flocks aad hefd$ a but, froln a 
late inundation of the sea, jt is the greater part laid 

• ^ At the mouth of Maw River lyeth a tittle islet, scant aboilr 
«hot over, without habitation* At ebbe it is fresh water, and at 
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tinder water ; and the shifting saiids threaten to de^ 
*troy the harbour. 

• They are now busily employed in carrying stond 
to,repdir the damages ; but' without greater support^ 
thi&worlc^ essential to Baritiduth as a port/ must sooa 
necessarily cease* , . - ^^ 

* Sortie hate been' sainguine enough to suppose, 
^tbat this mighttbe made a place of extensive trade } 
kut a bar of sand^ over which the tide rises only A 
few feet, prevents vessels getting out and in, except 
bt high spring tidea ; and forms an insurmountable 
obstacle to Barmouth ever becomit)g a port of great 
consequence in the commercial world. In conjunc- 
tion with this, another obstacle presents itself; a 
long range of sand and gravel runs out in this part 
of the bay of Cardigan for more than twenty mile&^ 
trailed Sam Bardrig, or the Ship-breaking Causeway ; 
from the number of vessels that have been wrecked 
-upon its horrible breakers; which mark its course 
when the tide flows ; and at low spring ebb the shoal 
is dry. 

' . Tradition says, that all this part of the sea was once 
an habitable spot, under the name of Cantre'r Gwa* 
lod,^. of the Lowe Land Hundred ; and that in the 
iime of Gwyddno Goronhlr, A. D. 500, it was wholly 
inundated by the sea. 

From the observation of Taliesin, that it was oc- 

r 

• Wher now the wilde Se is, at the mouth of Deuy and further 
into the Sc, were ons 2 commotes of good> plentiful, but kw 
^ounde, cauUid Cantrc Gwaylode: /• e. terra detnUtay 'vel suhsidem 
flanitiei now clecne eatin away. Vid. LeL lur^ VqL V. /. 41, 

2 
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casioned by those who kept the floodgates, the sea 
might have been kept out by dykes, like those of 
Holland. 

A similar event happened a few years ago 'to the 
Low Marshes near Liverpool. At Abergelleu an 
inundation of this sort is recorded by the natives : 
and there are evident proofs of greater part of the 
bay of Swansea in Glamorganshire, having been 
once a forest. I have frequently, at low water, seen 
more than a mile out, the roots of large oaks; some 
of them in the state of perfect peat, and 6thers still 
exhibiting the marks of fibrous texture. 

These and many more facts, which might be ad- 
duced, are demonstrative proofs, that many of the 
present friths and bays were once part of the land ; 
and that the ocean for centuries has been making 
encroachments upon the western and southern coasts 
of the kingdom. 

In spite of all these obstacles, however, the spirit 
arid industry of the inhabitants contrived, prior to 
the war, to carry on a considerable trade in the 
coasting line, and to Portugal and Ireland ; which 
gave a degree of life to this little port. But war, 
baleful war! has cast a paralysing damp upon the 
industry of the inhabitants, and almost extinguished 
the spirit of adventure. 

To the man, whose eye has been used to sparkle, 
and his heart to glow at the sight of Commerce 
spreading her sails to the propitious gale, it could 
not but be a subject of regret, to see numerous ves- 
sels lying heeled upon their sides, ormoorodia tho 

I 



Digitized by 



Google 



114, TPVR T]^KquqH NORTH WAX.Bi 

mud, their sails laid up ; ^,d,.theiT OW^^^r^ pj^t of 
employment, or earning 'a scan^ty pittapce, $^r ^^ii; 
families, by the precarious profits of an Uf^gpit^^ 
fisl^erjf. 

Ttiiscoa/st and the ^dja9?i;>t cpu.n,try fQjniishes it 
y^ri?ljy of objepts^to th^ na.^ur^lj§t : of Ipirds h^^^^ ^fp, 
G9?s^,^ Q\^\\ bJap^ gnd white §p? Crows,, Peu^t^^ft 
Puffifis, Ring Ovj(zles, Qpr^rxiprd^i^t^ Wkpf^t E^^^^ 
a^4. m^ny sfli^ll^r birds, 
. Qo the sands weaddi?(^to pur. cpjleptipao^plaus^. 

PHQRBIA PEPUSp^ ClN^RARiA ^AI;.USTRIS^ AltfiNA^IA 
MA?W¥A^ A. FJB.PJLpIOES., ^^d A.. RV^HA YABh jB ; 

th^. C«EVE^A^T^ua, si^NVATus perfurped th|j. ain with^ 
itst delicjate ocjour.. Qn the roclj.S| ^;uAH7Aa!0 ^A^'-, 
T(;i]viA>. Cri,t;h>iijm m a^ix wum, Saljlcobjmxa . er^bh-. 
3sjoi3;)^s, , and. a single rocfc near the harbour tv^ 
almost purpled over with flowers of the J^iSfidB^iA 

STATICE* 

But you will want to Jearn something of thp inr.. 
h^bjtapts. I will introduce sonje to your notice^ 
from *f The plain apd^ ajipplC; aonels of the poor:" 
and w.hile the ?;ic,h ^pd; gay, ar,6 feasting upon.delk. 
cious kid^ an4 drinking seasoned port; dippng in 
the salubrious wave, or climbing; the steep ajcent for 
appetite, you will not refuse to bear of the secluded 
peasant ; shut from the common eye of observation^ 
eating^ his- scanty meal, and struggling with diaej|sc 
ii^ the h^bitsktiqn of penury. 

In pnQpf my morning walks I took up a little bye 
p^^tb, rendered, less inviting by the. stench of an^ ad- 
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jdomg p}g$' tote. The weather was hot, and I had 
not yet d^ed. Had it not tberfcfore been for an ob- 
stinate aMd headstrong curiosity, that leads me to 
iifvftStigate dnd sefe if possible the end of every 
&nng, atkf to study nature in her reclusest haunt^^ 
I ahonld have made this an excuse for not proceed- 
i^ farther. Thef cry of an infent at no great dis- 
tance attracted my attention and hastened my steps. 
As I farther ascended the hill, a hut, little better 
than tfie cote I had left, forbade my approach. At 
tbt enfrande, for door there Was none, stood a taB 
female figffre, which from her tattered dress and sallow 
countenance, you would scarcely have supposed to 
have been human; with a distorted figure at her 
breast. I spoke, but she, not under^anding my 
language, and little supposing I would enter such a 
dFwelHug, still kept her post. I then took the child, 
by thte hamd and pbinted for admittance. The hut 
consisted of one room upon the ground floor; 
divided by a partition of Jath and reeds. The 
floor was t(he nafive soil, rendered very hard and un- 
even from long and unequal pressure. At the far-* 
ther etld was a fire of turf, laid upon a few stones ; 
near which st6od a three-legged stool, a small cast- 
iton pot, sorhfe benches of broom tied up for a be* 
soni; atid'a few bundles of rushes thrown down for 
a B^dl l*hese constituted thfe principal furniture! 
At'the other end was a lank meagre figure sitting in 
i' lobttj, weJaVing coarse linen ; the father of the 
family. 

X2 
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At tbifi employment^ after fourteen h6urs' totl^ lie 
could earn eight-pence. But a chronic illness, oc- 
casioned by low debilitating diet^ prevented his fol- 
lowing it so close as constantly to earn this* A ai-< 
milar cause prevented the wife from properly looking 
after four sickly children. The eldest was stinted 
in its growth ; the second lanie ; the third blind ; 
and the youngest^ though two years old^ . s,ti]l at the 
breast^ and wasting away with the tabes dorsalis.^ 

Entering farther into their history, I learnt that 
the linen trade had been much better and provisions 
cheaper ; when they might, if Fortune had smiled, 
have done something : but owing to a very severe 
illness, in consequence of a bad lying in, the wife 
had been incapacitated for taking an active part in 
the business, as she used to do; and consequently 
they were unable to put any thing by for a day of 
adversity. The same cause precluded them the 
benefit of medical advice. Even when a transient 
appetite returned, they were destitute of the means 
to procure more than a coarse and scanty morsel, 
hardly sufficient to satisfy the immediate cravings of 
hunger. The world had no value in their estima- 
tion ; their hearts were grown callous to its concerns. 
In such a truly deplorable state, life itself appeared 
to have no charms ; and death was looked upon as 
a welcome messenger that would bring them con-* 
solation. They talked of it with cheerfulness, and 
seemed reanimated when I mentioned that state of 
retribution, wbpre the sincere, though humble^ 
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christian^ " Shall have all tears wiped away ; and 
sonow and sighing should flee away." 

It IS in scenes like these, my friend^ that the pre* 
cious, though neglected jewels Rehgion, rises in our 
estimation — it is here its power is seen, and its effi- 
cacy demonstrated. This last resourse of mifery 
appears in all its unrivalled charms ; opens to the 
despairing mind new paths of consolation and de- 
light; changes the parched desart into refreshing 
springs, and the barren wilderness into a blooming 
Paradise. But for this the condition of these people 
would have been intolerable: their case would have 
been j^ case of desperation. 

You will readily suppose I could not bear this 
distressing history without manifesting symptoms 
that my feelings were interested. My hand had in- 
voluntarily slid into my pocket ; and I was about to 
offer a mite of charity before I had scarcely heard the 
tale to excite it. A thousand ideas you would have 
read in my countenance at this time: one moment 
I felt sympathy for the objects around me-— regret 
for not feeling more ; and that I had npt more 
ability to relieve their varied distresses : then indig- 
nation at my species^ to think that they could spend 
months and months in plenty^ if not in luxury^ 
without attempting to rescue their fellow-creatures 

from such complicated misery. 

• 
" Ah! little thi^ik the gay licentious proud. 
Whom pleasure, power, and affluence surround ; 
They, who their thoughtless hours in giddy mirth. 
And wanton, often cnTel, riot waste \ 
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Ah ! little thinis: t|iey^ white th^y daric^'ii](alg» 
How ma»y fee!, this very mordent, death 
' ^nd ^H thq safl variety of pain ! . 

. '• : ri^QW m^ny drill t the cvp 

Of baleful grief, or eat the bitter bread 

Of misery.— Sore pierc'd by wint'ry winds. 

How many sink into the sordid hut 

Of cheerless poverty." Thopisom. 

Unable longer to witness distress which Iccmld nqt 
effectually relieve, I blessed them, v^^ith a fechfc ac« 
cent; promised I "would see them again, and on 
returning to my inn, found I had beguiled the hour 
of dinner, I congratulated myself, however, that 
though unable effectually to relieve them, I hafl 
given" them some comfort; and that adisppsitbn of 
behevoleoce bad again beeo excited, vfhich tQodsr to 
soften- and ameliorate the heart; while it awakeoed 
sensations of gratitude for the numerous, and un- 
deserved blessings with which Providence had made 
my cup to overflow. 

It is-a doctrine of your own, that a piippep com- 
parison of ourselves with others, is generally pro- 
ductive of beneficial e^^cts. It teods to giye ua 
just ideas of our relative situations— ro^ thp necessary 
divisions, and consequent distinction of rank in so- 
oiety, calculated for due subordinatipn and orderi 
. ^nd the varied duties arising fnoni them, essential to 
its existence and welfare: it removes the v,eil, which 
pride is too apt to cast over our true nature^ apd real 
condition ; and leads u^ back tp tl}at orderly; state 
pf r^verencp ^nd submis&ioe^. sp )u^Uy becoming 
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such *frail and dependant creatures: induces us to 
acknowledge ourselves dependant upon that August 
Power from whom we derive our being; and that 
all we possess and all we see, is the free and un- 
merited gift of jH7w, from whom man receives life 
and breath, and all things. To his undeserved 
bounty it iS I owe my superiority to the poor weaver 
at Barmouth ; and the recollection of hi? wretched 
casfe, ivhile I feel the Blessing of cohtfast, compels 
riit to cbhfeSs it. ' 

' *^hese sfentinifenti, fcdnfdrriiable to ihiskd y/itiiitky 
vfh\6h {orih a strikmg fcattird itl yotir 'chafacter, 
^tinot fail to afford j^oii^atisfectio^ ; ahd keViti^el 
Jisposttiori to adiWire thfe elrfmple^ I Strongly mih 
fertb^^i>6t^e? of imitafioli. rj , 

. .^-...ri '^ , ^€t dextrse se parvus lalus 



ImpKeuit, sequiterquc patrem, non passibus ^^uis." ^ 

Your's, _ 






■ ■ .> 
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LETTER: FI. 



Ta^hwlch.^ 

VV E directed our course towards Harlech* 
The road lies along the flat undulating sbore-jof the^ 
Bay of Cardigan. On our right was , the western 
terrDiQation.of. the Upper Merionethshire Chain, 
ending in abrupt, .crags and rude precipices, down 
to the strand.; On our left, the ocean foaming 
with maddened rage over the irregular sands, and 
against the rocky shores of the Peninsula of Pen- 
morfa, that lay stretched before us, fonning the 
northern Horn of the Bay of Cardigan. Here the 
road strikes off from the shore, and the space ex- 
hibits a few small inclosed farms in a tolerable state 
of cultivation. We ascended from the coast to visit 
the environs of Corsy Gedol, the ancient seat of the 
Vaughans. There is nothing worth notice about the 
mansion ; the woods are noble, and abound with 
large timber, but so afFepted by the West winds 
4tom the ocean, as to wear the appearance of being 
shorn at top, like the famous wood of Marggm, in 
Glamorganshire, the property of Mr. Talbot. 

The vicinity of Corsy Gedol abounds in British 
antiquities ; and to the antiquary affords ample room 
for speculation and conjecture. 



Digitized by 



Google 



TOUR THROTOH NORT^.iWAIiK. 121 

Craig y DinUs ii a eonical hill^ whose somnnit is 
surrounded with a y^st heap of rough stones^, used 
93 ramparts, and 8ut;po6Q4 to have. been a 'Britifth 
poftjduring the invasion of the Romans. It has-ap 
oblique entrance with stone facings,, and near it are-^ 
two other ramparts of stoqe ; the whole is upon the 
steep extremity^C^a ni(Quntain> adjoining a narrow pass 
intothqintericjfpf tb^ country. North West of this, 
on tile top pf;a5other hiU^ is CasuU dinas Cortiriy 
entrenched round with an advanced work in front ; 
at a. sniall distance in the plain, between these posts^ 
^e a variety <>{ druidical remains ; cromlechs^* 
earnedds, stone circles, maenhirion, and ^istvaenv 
The above fortifications were supposed to have beem 
r^us^d for the protection; of these sacred monuments 
of British superstition. Near are the small lakes of 
|;lyn Bodlyn, and Llyn Irddim ; the former famous. 
for its Ciar, and the latter for. a species of trout, 
with along toad-shaped head^ mentioned by Gyraldus. 

Declining the arduous pass of Bwlch drws Ar- 
dudwy, we returned into the road, and soon reached 
HabI'ECH. We were surprised to find the coimty 
town of Msriomth a few miserable cottages on the 
top of a bare rock. From its situation the name is 
derived. It was originally styled Twr Bromven, and 
afterwards Caer Kolhwyn, from Kolhwyn ap Tagno, 
who resided there in the time of Prince Anarawyd,. 

• The cromlechs here difier from those of Anglesea, and other 
parts, by lying near the ground, and in an horizontal position ; 
one, called Brym y boel, is surrounded by a ciricle of small stones, 
tnd IS of an extraordinary size* 
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A. D. iff. Howevfet- pt^dkble thU deritatJoB^ trbm 
lloMari fcoios being dug up, and ft golden ttthiue*| 
meMien^d by Gatnden^ bd well a^ their tisual iKbd6 
of jyreiRilng C^r^^- to a station they foftlfiisfd, lUeSe 
id reason to suppose it a( much highdf atttiqulty.* 
By whom the cattle was drigidally f6UHd6d, it id not 
easy to learrt ; Powel thinks probably by BrdtiWdH, 
sister to Bronwan Llyr, King of Britain^- History 
rebords one built her« by Matil Gwyti, Prince of 
N6rth Wales, A. D, 5&2, (Pid. J. Rossi. Anft^i 
JVarw. Lan^horne.) A. D. 877, it wis in a vei'y i^esw 
pectable condition ; (VIS. Row. Mofia Afiiiqua ;) 6d 
that the present fortress, said to be built by EdWard 
t%e First, was probably no more than the former 
building repaired, and put in a better st*tc of deftftde ; 
and indeed this is evident from the ancient Walls ^nd 
i^Mains updm which the bitilding staitids;. and it it 
ot^fi'probabfo, as this differd'grealtly^on* the «th^ 
castles of tbfe' Monfar^h, that the orrgind plan warf 
preserved. It' is a Hoble squatiS edifice, the aheH of 
which is very entire, furnished with foiii* heavy tdund 
towers,* Ode at each corner, with turrets issuing ft6m 

each. The gAtiway is formed by two lai^e circufei^ 
... I ' . .* 
*'£dwai4 thcS Fif^i ete^ted it mt6 a free boipQg^> and (jenferfed 
vpDn it grants of land, smd other privileges; yet ifi its present 
state it is the most wretched looking place I ever saw* Though it is 
tKe county town, there is no vestige of a* public building, unlessToiir 
roofless walls, like a barn, that has undergone the ordeal^ of fire, 
can bC' termed,. one. This however is the county guild,, and here, 
at t}i^ last election,. Sir Robert Vau|;han was chaired as Kbigbt of 
the^hire. , -^^ . 1, 
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bastioBS, and was defended by three port cullifleay 
beside the gate. It was coonplfeted A. D. 1288^ aa 
appears by the salary granted to Hugh de Blakiston, 
as chief constable^ of ^100 per annum. 

A garrison of twenty soldiers was allowed^ ' with 
^140 per annum^ for the maintenance of them and 
their .Gaptain* The present constable^ or governor 
is Sir Robert Vaughan, ofNanneu, with an appoints 
ment of ^50 per annum. The scitc was admirably 
adapted for defence ; biiik upon an elevated rock^ 
Just above high water mark, the face of which forms 
an angle with the horizon, of about SQ.degnees, and 
washed by the sea, on the North and West^. it was 
sb &r impregnable ; and on the other it was defended 
by a prodigious foss, cut with great .labour out of 
t|^e solid rock on which it stands ; through whtclk 
flows a cascade, that gives an addiftiobal efftct to 
this bold scei^ry. 

This, like other fortresses, has witnessed many 
tempestuous scenes^ and been frequently subject to 
a variety of masters. During the civil wars, between 
tjke Houses of York and Lancaster, Dafydd ap Jenkin 
ap Einioji, a British nobleman siding with the House* 
of Lancaster, dbfended bis castte nobly agaiMt 
Bdward the Fourth^ tiU William Herbert, Earl 
of Pembroke, forcing his way through the Alps of 
Snowdon, (a passage deemed impracticable,)^ at 

* Tbe diftcultifis he and bis men encountered wene xncrediUe;, 
sometimes up tbe steep acclivities obliged to go upon all fours, and 
in their descent to throw themselves down from ctaig to craig; tbt 
load' to this dliy retains the name of lie Serif rf. 
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length invested, a place before considered as im- 
]:#egnable. Pembroke committed the siege to his 
brother Sir Richard; who sent a menacing summons 
to the British G>mmandant. Dafydd returned an 
Answer becoming a man of such distinguished 
merit : ^' He had kept a castle so long in France, 
that he had made all the old women in France talk, 
of hint) : and he was determined to keep this so' 
long, that all the old women in England should talk 
of him." He was however obliged by famine to sur-. 
render: but upon terms as honourable^ as his defence 
was obstinate. Richard stipulated to save his life, 
by interceding with the King; but Edward indig- 
nantly refused : when Pembroke stepping up, told 
him plainly, that he might take his life instead of 
ihe brave commander's, or he would assuredly 
j^lace Dafydd in his Castle, and his Majesty might 
send whom he pleased tatake him out again. (FiJ. 
Life of Lord Herbert.) 

A. D. 1460, Margaret of Anjou here found a se- 
cure asylum; and hence was enabled to take ven- 
geance on the Duke of York, at Wakefield. During 
the civil wars of Charles, it more than once changed 
masters. It was well defended by Major Hugh 
Pennant, till basely deserted by. his cowardly men. 
While Owen was Governor, it finally surrendered to 
General Mytton, A. D. l647 ; its garrison, consisting 
of twenty-eight men, obtained favourable terms ; and 
this Castle had the honour of being the last in North 
Wales, that Loyalty held for the rightful Sovereign. 
Near the Castle grows the Jukcus acutus^ Brassica 
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t>i.BRAC£A^ and within^ CiRCiBA LuxfixiANA.^ Near 
this place is a curious antique monument^ called 
CoBton Arthur. It is a large flat stooe^ lying horizon- 
tally^ supported by three others; the incumbent stone 
isnearly of an oval shape, about eleven feet in lengthy 
of unequal breadth from five to eight feet, and in some 
places two feet thick ; the three supporters ( originally 
perhaps four) are about twenty inches square. The 
two at the thickest end eight feet high ; the fourth 
may probably have sunk into the ground^ so 
that the upper stone lies in an inclined position, 
like the roof of a barn* Several stones of this kind 
are found in Anglesea, and other parts of Wales* 

We inquired into a very extraordinary phenomenon 
related by Camden, said to have happened here, A' P, 
1624. It is still strong in the traditional recollection 
of the people. It was a mephitic vapour, that rose 
from the sea, commencing from the shore of Morfii 
Vychan, near Criceith.. It extended itself in every 
direction for several miles, carrying devastation and 
dismay wherever it came. It set fire to numerous 
hay ricks, appeared like a blue lambent flame, but 
did not injure persons exposed to it. It so infected 
the herbage in many places, that numbers of the 
cattle died, and the mischief attendant upon it con- 
stantly happened in the night: it continued its de- 
predations for eight months. It was observed in 
stormy, as well as calm nights ; in all weathers ; and 

* This pUnt calkd Enchanters Night Shade, was, in ages of 
ignonpce, celebrated in the mysteries df witchcraft, and for raising 
the Devil, that €hi/ i\mu%re of Necromancy, whence its English 
name. 
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any great noiic, a» the scflrnding 6{ horns, 6t thi 
firing of gnntt, * ttnonldl dfeperse and cxtingtrtsfi the 
fiame. (Fid. Fhilosoph. Trhntaeiions.) 

It hfas been sencrnsly thonght, that ecHpsea of thcS 
sun in Aries have been fata) ta HAs neigfaboarHoOd ;* 
(for in the years 1542! and 19^7 , it strflfered exceed- ' 
ing^y by fire, and after the Fatter ecKpse the fird spread 
so far, that 200 houses' of the saburbs^^df Caernarvodi 
were afeo consemerf.) To those who believe that the 
motiDm andconjanctions of the plknets are ^timately 
connected with human affairs, and the efficfent 
causes of human events, this infonnatibn must prove 
a valuable morceau. B'ut the philosopher will' loofc 
for the cause of such a wonderful phenomenon* as 
the vapour already mentioned, in some source more 
tfpon a Tevel with common understandings. 

It was conjectured, at the time, that it might bC 
occasbned by a quantity of locusts, drowned' in the 
sea, and cast on the shore ; and instances of their 
appearance and death, causing pestilential vapours rrt 
many places, have been adduced, particularly on 
the coast of Prance, 1374, attended' with a dread- 
ful' mortality of men and' cattle.* 

* MouiFet gives an account of a plague in' Lmnbardly, about the 
year 591, which arose from the fall of a cloud'Of locusts, that cor. 
rupted the air to such a degree, that upwards of 80,000 nftn and 
cattle died ; and Otho Frisingensis mentions a pestilence in France,* 
A. D. 1974-, occasioned by locustr drowned in the Chtonel^ and* 
cast upon the coasts. Fid. Theatre des Insects. 

I hanre knovrn great quantities- of commoii codc^ehs^rs'tlirowxi 
i^Mi the coast of Sooaersetfthtnv near BtitfrtKanv enaittkiEf «^^ 9 
putrid cflk^ia^ aa to. ietite.it. ^verydm^T^ittid^l^t^ uport^tfef 

bea^h for seTeral days together. 
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Wtt^jt G^luig m question tibit acooant, or 
(V>ub|inf the pix>peity of cre9tureft» wfatle livings 
ii^lCpt|(]|iMHJ^by f i^^i^y> J4* %h c. 29^ ^^ Muka con$aciu 
a4»s^y ^<V9 tb0 i»frciqu««iey of these vkitaots 
il^ if 9Qoro pf^bal^le^. tbat it proooeded from l^ge 
s^Q^s. qf b^c^gs, ^viwxk by whales on the straiid> 
^4 tiNve poripkted (o pciteify. An evCTt of tbid 
\^vi^^ o^teiv puts Qn ^ sefious aspect on the ctmts o| 
the Is^ of Mai^i ^idi Scotland^ and is not vmfrequenttly 
£^ik>!6i(ed by deleterious effects. 

j^QiM^ bodicSj in. a atate of decomposition^ emtb 
IdXge quantity of bydrogynous gas; tfais^is. penni^ 
cu9tt^ ^. anima} life^ and mixed witb a smaii quantity! 
<^ c»(ygeffi. bOQOAies I^gbly infiaaimri>Ie : and' VKhecu 
it ii^e^s Vifitb eJ^ectific matter^ with w&ich. the atrno*^ 
spbefQ abQi^ndSj wiU instantly explodei. A continue 
a2)ce of the. cause would for t^ time produce a 
coi;i.tinuanc6 of the efifect. The period of the dura*^ 
tion wa9 pnobably much ^c»*ter than stated by the 
peojgle. It is in tb^ nature of fear, for consternation 
tQ feniain.long after the objects of it are removed. 

It wadiHoW neai^ evening, and prudence invited us* 
to tn£ike thi$ cheerless spot our residcnca for the 
night; but the irin offered no bed, nor any thing 
bette^r than, a dint floor, strewed with a few rushes. 
ThC: chilling idea determined us to proceed to en- . 
counter difiiculties, which could we have foreseen, 
would have thrown an air of comfort over these un- 
usually miserable accommodations. It was our inten- 
tion to bpife passed the Traeth Mawr, but the sands 
haye of late become so shifting, as> to make it highly 
1 
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dangerous to attempt tfare pas^g6 w\itti the tide is 
out, so we altered our coursd for Tany Bwlch. A 
circumatance in this interval occurred fortunate for 
us, and which, as it may be useful to future vtsttors 
to Harlech, it niay be proper to meiiUorf. While 
inquiring for a guide, we observed a decent looking 
man at a cottage door, directly opposite. From his 
physiognomy, and his eyes being fixed upon us, I 
WBS induced to address him : he ingenuously owned 
the guide was absent, but as he understobd every 
inch of ground, he would, if we pleased, conduct 
us safe to our destination. An air of frankness visible 
in his countenance, and a fluency in speaking English, 
(very unusual here) prejudiced us in his favour, and we 
instantly closed with his proposal : and to his credit, 
let it be recorded, we found in him a faithful and in- 
telligent guide ; and had not to regret, as son^e have 
done before us, that after employing a guide, they 
were obliged to give him information of the way. 

To you/ my Friend, fond of a retired life, and 
whom I have often heard express more satisfaction at 
the detail of actions performed in humble life, than 
the proud memorials of more cKalted characters, as 
coming more within the reach, and appealing m6re 
forcibly to the bosom of mankind, a simple biogra- 
phical sketch of this very civil and attentive guide 
will not appear unworthy of your notice. 

John Richards y was the son of industrious parents, 
natives of this place : his father had acquired a little 
property in the exercise of the united trades of 
skinner, breeches-maker, and glpver. In the' ex- 
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erci^e df these tradts olir guide was brought up/and 
in this litie he continued a few years, till business 
declining^ hard necessity and the cravings of a nu- 
merous family, obliged him to turn his attention to 
something- else. Nothing, more natural than the 
wo<)I tvade, as he must haVe acquired some informa-. 
tionV in a smaller way, in the sale of refuse wool 
from the skin yafd; His father-in*law dying about 
this time, gave life and spirit to hisscheme, by a 
bequest of a few hundred pounds. He fornfied con* 
nections in London, purchased a good deal by com- 
mission, and as far as hislittle capital would ^ommand, 
on his own account. A trade wherein judgment 
was a principal point,- (of which Richards*' possessed 
a considerable share, iii which 'many Wh^ Ited *the 
article to dispose of were deficieftt0^'at)d ih the 
vicinity of mountainous pastures covered with mil- 
lions of sheep, promised a profitable field for specu* 
lation. For some time the annual returns were 
beyond his most sanguine expectations : eVtty day 
added tdhis little stock, and every day produced in- 
creasing demands, and opened new 6ourc*s-of ac* 
quiring' wealth. While providing decently for his 
family, he was considered as the leading man within 
(he precincts of Harlech. Flushed with his plenteous 
harvest, and wrapping himself in goldin dreams, he 
hoped soon to purchase an estate nei^r hi^ native spot, 
and to live in some portion of that independence, of 
which his ancestors had experienced a Jjgry large share, 
afid which hie genealogy entitled him to expeot. For 
a few years Richards was the envy of the neighbour- 

K 
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hood* He bad discovered a way of rttiizhg moAcjf^ 
unknowti before to this unlettered spot : but^ fron 
the.tnanfiient nature of riches therosdves^ ae iVell as 
the precarious tenure by which all earthly pos«r 
seteions ar^ held^ it is seldom a very distant period 
before Envy is gratified, by being deprived of .th€> 
object of its malevolence.* Richards tQ.a.$qi*fid 
understandings and an accutate* judgmept in the 
t^ade, had neglected to add the sme qua non in busi- 
ness, b knpwj^dge of the wcJrld*. Far leas was he 
in possefeionTof the arts and finesse, the general bon-r 
Comitant« of trad^ ih tbe^^sent day ; and destitute 
of which,'a man Stands i^pon disadvantageous gfQund 
with his neigfaboursl Hopei^t, hhnse^f, he had nq 
idea that iCrth/ers, wftre^ devoid. bf the principle; or if 
suQh a s^n^i^.arosQ, a noblp it>dignatioQ turned ij^ 
froqn his bo$oiii* Induced by a-d^sire pf arriving aooper 
at the agmq of h7£ wishes, heicHpged hiS'Conn^ctiouK 
in town.fpr others that appeared] more advatitageousj 
frqni their in9J[.ing larger allow^pces in the tra^i 
For some time the renytt^^ces were l^gulaf « but at 
length, after very extensive Orders, which Richards 
strained every nc;rve. of credit hc.po^essed to fulfil^ 
he was informed hy the Firm, th^t the faiiure of a 
large house op the Continent had occasioned a little 
cpibarrassment in their affairs, Which a short time 
would effectually relieve them from ; , begging hioi 

• '* How soon can Fortune shift the scene, 
*^ And'dl our earthly bliss destroy : 
• ^< Care horera round, and Grief's fell train 
' '^ Still treads upon the heels of. Joy/* 
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hot to btf alariri^d at'^triy littk iettaporary inconVehi- 
ence the delay of^pl^yniedt liiigHt prodiice. Riehiifdsj 
tinacqiiairtted with this finesse, ^bk;h is the' usual 
cloak made use of by a set o( hafpies, who prdy 
upon the vitals of the honest and industrious tmdes- 
ihan^ sate! down with patient sutinriis^oii, till his cr^ 
ditors became clamorous and fmportunate* Pressirij^ 
for a diecisive answer, ht was -informed the housA 
had' stopped, and that as soon as matters were pibperly 
arranged^ hd wdnld be entitled to a dividend witli the 
rest of tlfe crbditors! This was a dfeath-bto# 10 
teehard^s sArtgbine hopes oFiridependenfcfe. In a*iOi 
iheiftairiiis faii^ scenes weiie vahished; and what wal 
still worse, tfieonlyprbspect before him wad adrbary 
habitation in a gaol for life, without any other support 
But the starving pittaHce,- called debtors* dllbwaAce. 
The strfite had like to hai/6 beert too much for him i 
but the dm of so miny needy fkrmd^s, accifeiBg hini 
of having defrauded' -them, rodsed him from thei^e^^ 
pression. He laid before therh hiscorrtes^ondenceand 
concerns ; and for the credit- of that geiifc^us and 
humane spirit, which pervades the pcdplo of North 
Wales, let it be told, that! insteid of hfeving bint 
hurried away ftem his fenfily to a prison, tbey cn^* 
tered into his interest, and finding thai his caSfc was 
unfortunate, and not atiSitigfrorn ariyidishonesky^il 
his part, but the knaVery of dtbei-s, they* uhalii- 
mouSly forgave their respective dclbts, permitted^Hlrtl 
to keep his little furtiitVrre^ and stock' of leiatKer; 
(for he still ^/owrf a little;) andprorfiisedtbdeisititttitf 
him for the support of his wife and family. 
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•In thia State we ^ut)d hio) ; as before observedi 
the titide had been long on the decline/ and wag 
$lmost dwindled to nothing. TFprmerly a;. number 
of bands were employed in^ this, ;and other towns of 
North Wales, in the manufacturing of strong tan- 
leather gloves, sent to England; but of late years, 
the English glovers., have bought up all the skins, 
0nd;froni a superior art In dressing them, are able to 
send a much neater article, at a .lower price, into 
.Wales. Richards was therefore reduced to the pre- 
carious emolument arisbg from the few .journies be 
tool: in the summer months as mountain guide, and 
the Ib^ profits upon a few strong country- gloves, 
madef during winter,^ to support a sick wife and five 

cbil^cpK . .;/;;. t * : . 

. A short time before our acquaintance, he became 
candidate for the place of Deputy Captain of ^he 
Cafiltle, which, had ^ he obtained, might have pro- 
duced him about ^5^0 ppr annum. Bat haying nei,ther 
tkWi nor/influence in the trade of election, his peti- 
iio9 lay .unopened upon the table. And were it not 
for .his very superiop knpwledge as a guide to that of 
the present Deputy, he wpuld be precluded from the 
ad¥anlQge accruing from this laborious employment. 
I need' not tell the friend of my younger- years, 
tbgt I felt deeply interested for this unfortunate man, 
, and considered, myself absolutely bound to do some- 
tbing to alleviate .the hardships of his condition. I ob- 
seijved that in Edgland a.p^rson of his abilities and in- 
foij^a^n might^ obtain f Recent ljvelihpod» Ipro^ 
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posed several schemes to him, in which I promised to 
assist him ; and which for theU- eligibiKty, perfect?j^ 
met bis approbation. But a most Ufiforturiate and 
insurmountable barrier was placed in the way of hii 
advancement. Richards's wife had never breathed in 
any other place, and partly from prejudice, and j^lartly 
from the strength of habit, she was possessed of an 
Inwincihle ** Soli natalis amor :** so much so, that a. 
spare: meal once a day, and a bed of tushes, appeared 
preferable in sight of the castle, to plenty and com- 
fort out of it. Richards had an affection for his wife, 
and as the money he had lost in the wool trade chiefly 
came by her, he bad accustomed himself to humour 
her caprice, and submit to her requests, more than 
was consistent with a spirit of prompt and determined 
resolution, necessary for eifnigration and adventure. 
She fancied, if removed from this beloved spot, she 
should instantly die ; and poor Richards, however 
reluctantly, gave up to her weakness. " Thus (to 
use his own words) am I chained down to this 
wretched spot, without the least opportunity of 
bettering my condition, or the most distant hope of 
deliverance from this forlorn state ; but what is sug^ 
gested by the prospect of the death of one I sincerely 
love ; while my children, destitute of employment, 
are growing up under my roof in want and idleness.' 
And I have little else to do but to behold, without 
the power of remedying it, and to brood over the 
probable consequent evils." This brffef sketch, 
drawn up from bis own artless tale, will, I irust,' 
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jfidy^t the fixture visitor of IlarlecH to inquire ibr 
^is able and bone$t .guide ; and findixig him egsen^ 
fially useful, as we have done, bestow »«?na:ll mit^ 
to cheer the gloom of his uah^ppy lot. 
; With Ilichards in pur van, we engaged in the 
^duous undertaking of reaching Taoy Bwlch thai 
liight. We ascended i^ difficult ^tair-case path, v^ 
l^e st/eep side of ^ craggy inpuaj^Q, and too): 9 
Korth-easterly direction over the trackless plain, 
kx;u)wn to our guide by ^yeral upright stpnes, called 
Maen hirion, and concentric circles of stpij^s^ ina^ny 
of them pebbles, said t;o baye ^en forined ^f .relir 
gious purposes in the ages of Druidism. A tutpi|I]uy| 
^nd Carqedd^ larger than the rest^^ is distinguishei} 
by the title of King Jngq*s Tmh ^^t ^^ ^9 nanM 
of that kind is found in History, expept within the 
period when the Principality was christiain, it 19 
injprobable his remains should be pointed out by an 
^blem of Heathen superstition* As the place 19 
called BqntlefF Hlr^ or the loud Shout to Battle^ it 
yf^% probably the sptue of some bloody contest, and 
a Pagan chieftain whp fell in the conflict^ might have 
be^n here interred. One conjecture I will hazard^ 
from the appearance of these and other similar works, 
that though sofne of the Cromlechs^ &c» n6ay hava 
beeii remnants of cjruidipal altars^ and someof tbo 
Camedds, &c. mpnumedts of the mJgbty fellen 
in battle, yet it is more than probable that the 
^leat^r number pf them havp been the work of 
3hepl)erds, ^ a^ amusement to fill up tbejr leismti 
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hottfS while tfendltyg their flocks, or to dear the 
pasture for the sake of grass.* As thiis coDJectore 
will proWbly bring down the ire of the whole Cam^ 
densian School upon my head^ I will shield myself 
tinder aa observation of the author, fAfr. Wtndhaniy) 
of a Gentleman *s Tour through Monmouthshire an^ 
Wales. 

« I suspect that many of our l!>rdd antiquaries 
are by far too sanguiDe in their favourite pursuit, and 
that they attribute to religious uses, what was ori#- 
ginally intended only for private advantage. A pro*- 
fusion of learning has been expended upon the 
Carnedds of Wales, when I am convinced that many 
df those heaps of stones wete put together for np 
other reason than that the rest of the fidd might 
afford a clearer pasture. ' 

*^ In the melancholy waste between Pont Aber 
GlasHyrt and Llyoywenwn, I observed many modern 
<5arnedd5, which had been thrown up in large piles 
fcy the indpstrious inhabitants, for that • profitable 
purpose. I pass no reflection on the single monUr- 
ments, or on the circular upright' stones, which 
abound in most parts of this country. These may, 
perhaps, deserve notice, but a stranger would scarcely 
mak6 tbeiA the principal object of his Tour ; as they 
will not bear a comparison with Stone Henge or Aberz, 
either in magnitude o^ stones, or regularity of de- 
sign." A 142. 

■•^ It 18 a general custom in Merioneth and Cacrnarvo;i, to make 
Walls for no other purpose but to clear the grotind from the large 
Stones, that 'ever/ v^Kere binder the use of the plough. 
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We passed the small lake named Uyn Tegwyn 
isa, near which is the small , villago aod chwf ph of 
Llan Tegwyn 2 a little farther^, environed: .^ith lofty 
mountains, is the fine? lake of I4y» Tegwyn. ucha ; 
which, from the transparency of its waters, as well 
as the diversity of the surrounding scenery, merits 
Its name of Fair and Lovely. The moon w.as now 
rising, and hel* silver beams, reflected from the waters 
of the lake, heightened the h^auty of this recluse 
but enchanting scene. The road is a ,narr0M^ and 
dangerous path along the shelf , of a perpendicular 
rock, on the left side of the laHe, which is composed 
pf shale or shivering slate, and many iulpendiog 
♦projections / over^hang the traveller's bead, and 
threaten him with destriictipn. We appeared shut io 
by the mountain barrier, with nothing but. craggy 
walls of rock on each side, and before us the dismal 
gloom of an impenetrable forest, which, the pale 
beams of Cy^^^thia represented in all the grotesque 
shapes, calculated to increase the appeiarance of 
horror, and fill the imagination with ideas of terror. 
Every moment we appeared to be precipitating ipto 
the lake, by the deception of nocturnal vision ; wl^ile 
the frequent cautions of our guide, who himself was 
not destitute of fear, served to strengthen our apprQ- 
benslons of danger* We descended into a deep 
glen or ravine^ sq thick with foje^^^ trees and under- 
wood, as scarcely to admit a ray of light, though the 
pight was clear, and the moon at full. We passed 
ovpr a black and dismal stream, called Velyn Rhyd, 
or the Ycjlcw Ford, ^nd sqop got i^^Q.tbl?,X^rnpik9 
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tt)ad, near the village of Maen Twrwg ; crossing a 
Wdge of three arches over the Dwyryd, our guide; 
with accents of joy, pronounced the inn of Tany 
B^flch ! It was now about two hours past midnight, 
and the people had been long retired to sleep ; but 
the landlord, when he had heard our story, with great 
alacrity arose, and furnished every comfort the house 
afforded. Time had made changes here : the lady 
who kept this inn a .short time ago, so celebrated for 
her attention to travellers, was dead; yet it is but 
jjastice to say, that we found the accommodations 
equally good, and Cartwright not behind his, prede- 
cessor in point of attention and civility. This inn 
has been recently iitted up, in a peculiar style of 
neatness, by Mr. Oakly, and. fprming the central 
house between the plain apd mounxainous country, 
% a. great accommodation to travellers. The village 
of Maentwrog, with its white- washed cottages, is 
truly picturesque. It takes its name from a large 
upright stone, called the Stone of St. Twrog, stand- 
ing in the centre of the vale. The hills are mode- 
rately high, and. thrown about in pleasing variety;, 
the sides in general are well wooded, especially to the 
North, being defended from the violence of the West 
winds. In one of these native banging groves, stands 
Tany Bwlch Hall, the elegant seat of Mr. Oakly ; 
who, at a great expense, has taken advantage of the 
munificence o#^ nature, by cuttifig walks and vistas 
through the Woods for a considerable ektent. The 
house just peeps through the trees, and the njaje^io 
oak, and spreading beech, wave their brauche^ in 
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At wind over the sylfan manston ; while d>e me«n-^ 
dering river widening into the asstfiary, tailed the 
Treath Vychan, or Little Tide, in oppositicwi to the 
Treath Mawr, into which it opens to the Sduth, gives 
a view of the ocean, and the peninsula Ibrms a pleas« 
ing termination to the view. 

This gentleman unites the refinemcRt of English 
maoners, . with the hospitality of ^he country kt 
which he has fixed bis residence. Instead of being 
a dead weight upon society^ and a drawback upon 
the exertbns of less opulent neighbours, his spirit 
is a blessing to all around him. He invents methods 
of improvement, and sets the example. A long 
tract of marshy soil, rendered useless by the over^ 
flowing of the tide, Mr. Oakly has regained from 
the sea,* by an ingenious method of embankment. 
The banks are ornamented* with white rail?, and 
form pleasing walks to visit these regenerated mea^ 
doivs. By means of the grand discovery in agricul- 
ture, Underdraining, this land before useless, is 
beconie worth ^^3 per acre per annum. The Traeth 
abounds with Nvmph^a alba, and in t^e tid6 
ditches the rare and extraordinary plant, tbe Ruppia 
MARiTiMA, displays its truly wonderful properties.- 
This blossomless plant consists of several linear 

. * This design, now in part executed, was oonceived by Sir John 
Wyon^j of Gwedar, in the year l625. He cclosolted his i|lu9tri« 
ous QQuntrymanji Sir Hugh Middleton, the great projector of the 
new river; but the scheme was never carried into execatioo> owing 
to want of money and encouragement for so vast an undertaking at 
that periods 

3 
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}^ur^m!^. Iqave^. proceeding irom > tubevoi^Sr rpot» 
^med. hielow in tb^ njukd, with liitle umbels of 
pval seeds pendant upon single foot-stdllci^ whic^ 
^isdinguish it fron^ the PoxoMoaETON,^ to whick i^ 
its habit U i^ closely allied. These footHStalkg 
consist 0)f elastic spiral lines, having the power 
of elongating or ppnt^-acting theipselve^; and tbu4 
sdajHng thenj^selves tp the varying heights of the 
waiter^ for the preservation of their seeds. SwimmiDgi 
like the Uttl.Q Nautilus^ upon the bosom of tha 
Way^, appeared the Conferva vaqabvnda* This 
pUnt;^ destitMte of a rqot, is composed of jointe4 
threads, of a pale green colour, about two inchef 
long, gr^tly branched and waved in various direc'- 
liops, ibe bi'^nphes being divided and sub-divided 
into mwy capillary segments, appearing like wool» 
As this plant swims along upon the ocean^ h may be 
called an itin^ranf vegetable, and from l)eing wafted 
from one shore to another, a Plant of Passage^ 
This, and others of the Order Algas, must confound . 
those positive people, who pronounce decisively upon 
things, andprescribe bounds to nature, making Joco-* 
motion the test bctv^een the animal and vegetable 
kingdom* 

Here are two neighbouring plants, the one endued 
with the power of depressing or raising itself at plea^ 
sure,, atid the other of moving from place to places 
And if the.se are not suiScient to demonstrate^ 
that plants poBsess a power of ^oKtioo, let the 
doulitsng naturalist watch the cUIBsrentriaotions of 
theHsDYUBUM OYftAKS, andhhe tacl^ing and veering 



Digitized by 



Google 



146 TOtTR THROtTGH NdfiTH WAl.B§« 

cjf the vegetable Mariner, the Conferva iCGAGAo- 
piLA. The proximate linbs which form the grand 
thain of nature, though of iuch difffcrent shapes 
tand sizes, yet are so similar, as to defy the skill of 
man to say, where a division should take place. It 
Vas long contested, whether Funguses should be 
arranged in ' the animal or vegetable department. 
Their animal smell, when burnt, and taste in 
cookery, with a tendency to putrefactbn, and many 
of them growing without light, shew they approiach 
towards animals. They certainly form an isthmus 
between the two great continents of animal vege- 
table nature. - ^ 

Nothing can exceed the beauty of this little vale 
of Maentwrog; it may, as Mr. Pennant observes, be 
justly called the Tempe of Wales., We pursued the 
course of the stream by which it is divided. It is a 
tract about fopr miles in length, composed of rich 
'iiieadows, whose sides are edged with thick groves, 
and barren ruggecl precipices close the enchanting 
scene. The little river which beautifully merfnders 
through it, is named Dwy'ryd, or the Two Fords^ 
from the Cypfael and another stream, whose name 
we could tioi learn, uniting their waters just above. 
. The Cynfael tumbles through a deep rocky chasm, 
covered with large trees, whose collateral branches 
meet and form a dark shade, and thence hj three 
£(ilk descends foaming into a deep pool, encircled with 
bold impending rocks. • In the midstrpf the tprrent 
rises a columnar'icfek',. ' termed PuTpit. Hugh Lliryd 
Gynfecl. Hugh liyed. in the tiroe of James ; tbb 
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First, was esteemed a magician of the bigbes): 
magnitude ; and is said invariably from this station t^ 
have delivered hi? incantations. 

Near the village of Festiniog is a -portion of a 
Roman road, Fford or Sarn Helen. It is a high 
military way, thrown up wHh stones about eight 
yards wide, for thtfxpnvpnience of the Roman arn\y 
across this almpst ..impassable tract. .There is eyeiy 
reason to suppose, "that there were several roads of 
this i;ind, cpmmunic^ting throi^gh the whol? Rrinr 
cipality. A similar one is discoverable at, Craig 
Ferwyn, in Meripneth ; at YGym Wynas, in Caer- 
narvon; and Llanbeder, in Cardigan ; and the road 
from Neath to Brecon is di^inguished by a similar 
appellation : fr9p^ which Camden conjectures, it was 
one of the many public works performed during th^ 
reign of Helena, mother of Constaritine the* Greats 
Briu Fol Il.f^fgi. 

,Near Rhyd Halen * is the celebrated hill of 
Micknant, on which are the monumental remains of . 
the Men of Ardudwy, called jBcddeu gwy Ardudwy. 
They are almost six feet in length, with a small stontj 
at the head, #nd another at the feet : they are about 
thirty in number, from two to three feet high, and 
twelve inches broad: there were probably many more. 
Near them are still remaining a Carnedd and several 
circles of stones, the largest fifty feet in diameter. A 
circular wall of stones once encompassed the whole, 
which is no longer completq^ the stones having been 

* Here grows LsriDtuM petilsum and Cardaminb pjetiuea. 
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fearric^ ivriy ft)r^ the purptfee* of !rtii!dFiigrf IfltiS 
iResearemontrm^iitai remains of rrien slain in battle> 
at a very early period, there is' nd room to doiibt { 
iut on ^fiat ^occasion it is rtoteasy'to develope: 
tVadilfion attributes- their tjatise to a battle fought 
between the Men of D^ffreh' Ardwdwy, and thi' 
Mfeiri bf TJenbighshfre, on an affair' of gallantry* 
TB^ fi)i*mer wishing to 'increJase the popalatioii 
irf* tlhcrr cfountry, as a medns of ^becoming better ablfe 
ih'Aitiireto'cope vvitfr their more powerful nd^hbours^ 
mad^ a speculative inroad' into Dyfffjn ClwjJj 
and' !^ying han^dd opori a riurftb'er of the beautiful 
^afrisels-, 'for wfiich tfrt vde was fanted, proceeded 
IrttH^'thfeir farr^boofy towards tlielr cf\^tt couritry t 
and had arHved tfhus' far in safety.' tilferi fHe ravisfilet* 
vfdre overtaken by the Mten of Denbigh^; 'wWert'il 
dftfperate conflict ensued^, in which most of tht Mfed 
of Ardwdwy were slain j and tftb'Wfey rescubd^otft 
of their hands. The stdry adds, that thd ravisSers 
had so far won thie hearts of the fair, that, on theff 
defeat, they refused the ofFerefd protection, and ratbef 
than return home,' unanimously rdshed into an ad* 
joining' lake, thence demoninated Llyn y Morwynioni 
I iiced not observe, that in the story, yoii will readily 
recognise the Rape af the Sabine^. 

YoiirSj &c. 

. * J. E. 7 
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DBAm&iJK». ' Caernarvon^ 

X^EAVING the f^y .yaicy. we had.eigfjt 
aileSiOf the worst road in ihiaPrincipility ♦ to.enT 
counter ; frpjra Tany Bwlch.^linost to Bed4.K^lerL 
It is the only cpmmunication between the wild mounr 
tains of Merioneth, ?nd the ajpine heights of. Caorr 
narvon: £r^a nil de^jperandum sed omnia tentanda^ 
Accompanied, by ojir intelligent guide, and bavii^ 
given the horses a day^s rest, we ascended the* steep 
hill that overlooks. Mr. Oakly*s house. 

Mountain no,w rose above xnountain to the clouds; 
sa that the difiiculties we had past seemed. lost in 
QQtpparison wixh^the, unwelcome prospect. Thercr 
trospect was^Wg^jy pleasing: the opposite verdant 
hills and luxuriant woods ; the church and cofn* 
fortable village, of Maentwrog, the .diminishing valc^ 
with, its fertile, meads and winding stream, formed 
a striking coatrasi to the rude and terrific sceties 
before us, . 

^ A subscription was now.goiog forward for- making. a n^w spad 
round the foot of the jQountaifl(» which, though longer, will be a 
great accommodalioo to the traveller: and a letter froxn a friend 
informs me that a nnqiber of hajods are already employed in the 
worft I and that H is likely to be completed the ensuing summer. 
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The mountains, almost bare, consist of huge pro- 
jccting rocks; fragments lying in undigested heaps> 
with crumbling strata; and the whole surface des-^ 
titute of any thing like vegetation, teve the Lichen 
CALCAREUM,* hcrc and there changing the colour 
of the rock, exhibited the wildest confusion. 
Perhaps nothing can exceed the dreary aspect and 
awful desolation of the first five miles of tjiis road. 
No vestige of a dwelling ; no mark of human foot- 
step, nor the least trace of its being inhabited. It 
appeared like a country shaken by internal convul- 
sions, from wbich vegetable, as well as animated 
nature, had affrighted fled. It seemdd matter in- 
capable bf fornni or usefulness; teft in its elemental 
state ; dismissed by nature from ^her care, and dis- 
inherited of her favours: and forcibly reminded us 
of Burnet's observations on Caernarvonshire, " That 
it was the fragment of a demolished world/* 

Ascending for a mile, we attained a mountainous 
plain, with a scanty sprinkling of half-starved sheep, 
almost equally barren and rude in its appearance. 
The country here afforded very little variety ; what 
was not naked rock, was covcreU with heath and 
ling, giving shelter to the black and red grouse ; 
with now and then a stream gushing from the fis- 
sured rock. Justly is it observed, the eye accus- 

• This plant is the first that vegetates on naked rocks ; covering; 
them with a kind of tapestry : drawing its nourishment principally 
from the air. After it perishes, sufficient earth is left for different 
mosses to take root ; and thus in the course of time soil enough is 
produced for the support of more succuleilf vegctables» ' * 
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tortie<i \o view the fmdb f^ltft^ df /nsdil'is^, t6' hntm 
over golden hart6st6 dti<i -^^ry piifeturQs; mdst bfe 
estoDK^b^d attd repelfed at Ibis 'QXteoBi^e tvaiti of 
-hopeless sterilitjrv "'•' • •- : */ 

AscMdibg still hlgfa^r^ wi$ g^lmd :tbd sutnittit of 
Mod Wyn yr tiyd^ j ^ewiiig tbc more lofty 6i>c of 
•MH«t %n 6<ityh dft mf right; Here ^the length- 
eriiKd^^Wn wftg reK«fed'by tfce ♦Urrouiidi«*g viewi; 
6ii4^^he eye m^ diverted- by thfe.diigtflfft' bcitiepy* 
Befofe «s ihfe d^rlc tmked tock* df^-lSttowdon t b^ 
hin* US Its fivttl <5ad«f $c4« tte^Wi^^^ 
dj^riiilgJn theTmfethMibt?rtar«h*-1>&y:$' the Irish 
SfeiAV Bai^mouth, HaflecgP^Qwtte, 'attd the extensile 
pfeftirisula of ?>en*!»8»fty>s»8foMrig'<mt to. sed visible 
toits^intof Afcfei*ii«f8W^ ' ^' '♦ ' '^ . ^ : 

HoweVer diffibuh •*WiJ'^urtd'*t!l«>ftfcdlvlttes^' the 
tteuBle %r deSberidiri^ »thfc Cw»ij ' into iW Yaiei^ wis 
will fflprfe Sd.^ B»rti bWtel VfeS ahd bfeaSft, ^orndtimds 
lip aA'torfie^tihit^ dttWA'/ Wfere gfed 0F' every shelf Jh 
•thitVbck 'as'a pWe ttf halting. * 'Hitherto we had 
bdrne op tviib tolfefibte temper^ fiill Wtftfe'idcaj that 
Pmt aWr glas: Lyfty would liioiie''tlia'h c«mpeftsa?e 
Fofr any 'tctn|!)orai7 ineofiVernience 5 baf'^'e-Were fM5<v 
to encounter a scene that beggars all att«ni?ptS-At 
description, an alpine s^orm. • - . ..../')', "^ 

' Tic rtiorning was loWetin^, arid iS v^**^aified the 
dHRfferit asctatSi the. f)cak of SnbWdbti, Mofel* y 
-WyddFa, cdpt ivith clobds, bccanle Invisible. I'he 
•flaHHifes began to gathetround3 a»»We J>foCefeded } at*i 
We pel-deived driviAf douds ^J)asdh^ rrfpldJy bcfheatfa 
our feet, round some of the hills we bad jtitel aS- 

L 
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146 TOUB THRQUfiXt "XfOKTH WALES* 

cended. Tiie sheep werefiliog do\yn the ,4ecGvkie6 
for shelter, as though apprehensive of danger. 

From .these: appearances pur ^uide prognosticated 
an approaching storm : we halted and deliberated 
^bat was* best to be done : but being rather more 
than hal£ way lowards Bedd Kelert, deliberation only 
served to remind us of om: .unpleasant situation. 
,To retread our steps would Jh^vei been, attended with 
.eqtial inconvenience . as proQ^eding* The country 
effbrded.ao.sheUer ;' no Irestige gif a hut ; aor was it 
M be expected io,a cpuniry d^^Oid q{ vegetation. * 

The darkness Jfnoment?irily ^ increased, the misty 
fjctouds left . their toweriqgs heights, a.nd gaifliqg 
•dti'ength. by. approKirp^ting., towards tbeiieavier ones 
beneath, soon became formidable from coalition. 
'The>WifidS^ bfcfflje claRfjoroj^s from the West and 
\North; and, uaeeting with purrpnts from the moun- 
tain vistas, ^oon- blew an fa^w'riQane. All foreboded 
a dismal issue.. i;The giiid^ /fergPt his usual gaiety 
.'and loqukcity, and began '^ i^^al^e , and mutter a 
few inarticulate [sounds- De^pj^if ing of making our 
escape, we relaxed in our exertions, and became 
Jess quick and. firm ^n our st:?p^; the very beasts 
.shook their "beads-and SQprtgd^ as though .sensible 
of the perilous situation. ./,..;;. > 

: :: A general torpor at length :;9eizcd the whole, party ; 
%«nd visibly panic-strUck we patiently waited, the a§- 
t^jling elements*; ,like mariners,, who after every 
beffijrti to- save <he. ve^jsel proves abortive, give up 
.^heir toil in despair, and patiently Joqk for the com^ 
Wg dest^-ugtion. * j ^. : 
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« * A general gloom> like that of a total eclipse^ per* 
vade4 the whole atmosphere : the diversified inoun« 
tain scenery we had before admired, had entirely 
vanished. Heaven and earth seemed blended to- 
gether : the crumbling strata and shivering rock, 
beneath our feet> afforded us the only vestiges of the. 
latter; while in the former cloud dashed again$t> 
cloud in angry conflict. To this war of elements, 
succeeded the fiercest torrents of rain that the imagi* 
nation can conceive: to say it /oz^r^^^ would be 
to trifle with language : lio words are adequate to^ 
description of the storm. . To those who have seen 4 
water-spout at sea, the .conception, may be easyf 
but to those who have not^ we can only say, that 
we appeared in the situation of persons placed 
un4er one: of those mountain cataracts. before de« 
8eribed,:'with its waters rushing down upon our 
heads. To those who never have visited alpine 
countries, no adequate description can be given; 
and to those who are f^vniliar with them, this co- 
louring, will appear extremely faint. 
: Impelled by imperious necessity to adopt every 
method for self-preservatibn, after being frequently 
beaten down, we bad recourse to crossing arms and 
joining shoulders ; closing like wrestlers for support 
This from the violence of the wind, at length failed ; 
and had it not been (rdtn a circumstance, otherwise 
too trifling to mention, it is probable we should have 
been materially iryured, had .we escaped with lift. 
A boy, about fifteen^ had followed us several mxki, 

X.9 
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to-'Apeti iR^, gdtefe, \h thfe' 'wSFft-ihat 'S?|laAte 
tTi^ liferent lortifehtps, • wlitAw 'wirhki jliKt bifeWf 
difciiiissed rfciiha kftall -^mity.- 'k'd our safpnse''M^ 
w^ hot gone ; t)ut setti% 'li']^ d 'plaintive d-y, hS 
j^h towards tlire.'sbath; iiid iristinct rnduded -dij to. 
follW. We <v(jre \rok' Sfilfe to keep p^fce With Tiiia; 
Btit foundlrims^irTodgedBfeliind a Vkst rock, WH!e!* 
^iifed ksVeadatiove'thte tothet"fra^iaettli'Dfi'a'Mi«lf 
oft^ii' t<J the lfe6ward, by'krr fiaWt he had pfbHaljiy 
fifirrlt'6? ihft "shfefc^, he % foflcd nplfte'^ilrfg^ 
fef^ofe. < BehHid the cdVft-l dfthesafne tdck',^e bb'- 
felheil shelteV Ifflthe vioienc* (S^lKe korrfi \«rak p^i 
!n-;6boti't aiV 'Icfitr Vwe'^etfe abft b prdcettd 'thTfaligh 
^it; in B/i^atia; W<iftiM life icattid' ji^z/vy >v7jtfe • • ' 

,".''"'""' ■; '»f ■• »r»iT^ . I . , , ... 

» .i» • iK^l A . 4,1 .,»Jjlw ,^ i . |- ■ . , . « 

* k I 

* ^ ft fe att- ofes«%ti6n> tW tob ftc^uetttlf fcecn riili£ b^' tlidi^ 
liThd hiV^ . ttavenied .^er uMisitainoBs dsnmriu^ tkkt vh^b mli ite 
tinnimts ifheyofvcn ^a^petieneed h^avy f^ins, thicH fogl/snowit &c; 
butr de^cendini^ jii^o thevaili^^ fhty jcnjoyed a serene a^nd pleasaot 

skjr. ;.,-,»* 

It IS genVrally supposed that nWHxhtains fiave a pcciiKar |«wtr bf 
attracting clouds and meteon ; thk'^e lebve to ihosk sKU^ift'ibt 
^o^tflhe of d^AiK baiisds. The air in ValUes, it i» well kmrni is 
fjo^h hea^ijltr-th^ §y'v^S yapoait'i and therefore better it ^4 9^ 
^n ^ ligbt 9ii-xb»t flData on the tops of mountains* When va« 
pours are put into a violent agitation, and partially condensed bj 
win js, or other external causes, Aty colTect into clbdds and xhi'sts ^ 
iAd by tiftir o^ti-ipeeific'jgfjiVky fill tUI they meet with iufch*aif 
^ is abk to l^dljpipoH them ; with thk they mh and fewim.atioar^ 
Jseinj eTOQr>ay4is|>eif3pd, and.tl^ sk^ becomes serene abd clears. 
hint if they meet not with such air oa the tops of hillsi then,the]f 
are condensed into drops, and fall in raiA to. the ground* f^i/r 
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On a boggy plaiii we found the beautiful OsAniNBiw 
UOALIS9 and the air was highly perf'itmed with the 
fldorifewu^ Uu4? 0^ the My«|ca: g alb. I^ is ^.little 
fltrwrdia^r^ that t|;i^ plant, certainly pos^essjqd .^f 
powerful qualitipSjf fihoqld find no adtni^ion intp, om 
^aUfia Mexico,. The ppQ'' iuh^»"taA^s are n.Qt'jq- 
i^tentive to ita virtue?; they term it.BwrH, qr ^bp 
^exnetic plant, and use it fpr thi?, purpose, ^n infi^- 
f^n of .t|)e kavca a^ ti?a, and aij r^xternal app^ica- 
tiqn ^ them to tfie abdpmen^ are considered as f 
cprtaiQ and efficacious vermifuge. It is made ^ 
whsti^utq for hopSj iq brewing : a dqcwtion is wscj^ 
in the ittorfeff />^^i^/f?w, and ^0 ,U>P, vvilgar spe<?jes 
of herpes. It fprni^hes ac yellojy. dye foi^ wopjlg^ 
cjo^hj an^.byits powerful odour is f^tal ito n^th^ 

Linnaeus suggests that camphor might be procured 
froqp itj Tbq cones boiled in water yield ^ scum 
flmilar \q bees-,w^x^ capable of being made intp 
c^ndl^P, like tbosp ipade jn Apiterica from ^npthc^ 

PesceDding a gqlUed road, formed by the actipp 
^ w^«r, we capie pn fi sudden upon ' . 

There ii another cause of the prodigious condensation of mols* 
ifuie i the dashing of moving clouds against the mountahas« In 
thlsty'days this mdy be seen in plains j where antemirtent tu^ by 
obstructing the mist in its course) will hare li miA gnsOttcpm- 
thy of moisture drop from its leaves than fiilk to Ae gtoiud Sk% the 
same time in h^ytcJmtjr. W. Whkf'i HiiUfj^tf ^(nm^* o 
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150 TQUR TIf ROUGH NORTH WAUS, 

. Pont Abbr Gjua^ Itxuf. 

* The first view/ having recently passed so much 
of the' wonderful, was not particularly striking.—^ 
It presented only a narrow bridge of one arcl^^ 
thrown over ari alpine stream. But entering, on 
the bridge, the surprising scenery began to be 
developed. The arch is sprung across a deep 
roct:y chasm, through which a rapid river rolls 
Its waters down the steep declivities of the 
mountains, in angry roar, over huge fragments of 
TOcks, which intercepting and arresting its course, 
add to its maddened rdge and irresistible impetu« 
osity. just above the bridge, a semicircular led^e 
of rock lifts itself about fifteen feet above the water; 
forming a small, but beautiful fall, and an admirable 
Salmon Leap. 

In the season,* shoals of salmon, crowding from 
tbe sea, pass up the river to the shallows; when 
they come to this obstruction, with an instinctive 
resolution not to be dismayed, they throw themselves 
up with surprising agility over the bar into the pool 
above, which they perform by bending their tails to 



* At the latte? end of the year, sometiiiies as early as the beglq- 
|ung x£ October, the salmon begin to pre${f up the rirers as £ir as 
they can leach} to deposit their milt and ^pawn: having cfl^cted 
.^s, and left it in seCiirity on the shaUowsi they retam to the sea 
or deeper parts of the nvers : consequently we had not the pleasufe 
of sepipg them perfonm thes^ feats of agility. 
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TOUK THROUGH NOBTH WALES, 151 . 

their moaths, t^us making a circular spring.* Some- 
times^ that they may' leap with greater force^ they 
seize hold of their tail with their teeth, and by dis-r 
engaging it with violence,* cast themselves up from 
the water several yards high ; to the great amuse*, 
roent of the spectators. Ausonius has recorded this. 
aidmirable property : 

. <^ Necte puniceo rutilantem viscerci salmo, 
TraDsieriin» latae cujus. vaga verbera caudas 
Gurgite de medio summas referuntur in undas, 
Occultus placido cum proditur xquore pulsus.'* 

MOSELLA. 

Near is a salmon fishery, and the quantitieis taken 
formerly must have been much greater than at pre- 
sent ; as it was once honoured ivith regal observa- 
tion. In the time of Henry IV. this was deemed 
a royal weary and riented of the crown by Robert ap 
Meredydd. It probably was in royal favour prior to 
that period; for the salmon was in high esteem 
among the Welsh, was considered as game, and 
the only species, Mr. Pennant observes, that was 
protected by law. ' 

The salmon are taken by strong cord nets ; and 
many by spearing ; at which, as I have before hinted, 

♦ Mr. Pennant contradicts this, as a vulgar error ; and says, 
''those he saw sprdn^ up ^'oite straight, and with a strong tremu. 
lous motioft^"; Mrit.ZoolVoLIILp.2^7* 

It i» fxxfiible, as fliany oF them make several attempts, that when 
pne mode ^Sj . they instii^ctiv^x adopt the other. ^ * 
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the W%lsh J^b^ry oxpcrt; tKUcnaay tie ks^kxs^mi, 
bot it is^ certainly 9 :more ncilc mode of (iipitmei 
tbdn ihai'of ^Ilat^ing tEeiri by some ikscloalin^ hsk 
to Ae fat^, thougfei cemc^iwl book^ TIiq former 
is like the m^tAy blotv pf an open enemy 3 the lattet 
the insidious thrust oS tbeitreaeberaus asaadsin* 

This celebrated bridge, thrown acrqaa. the united; 
torrents of the Colwyn and Glas Lyn, connects two 
craggy precipi<^e6, one in CaernariroiKshire and the 
other in Merioneth, by a semicircular arcb of stone, 
the spab of which is thirty feet, the crovvti about 
fifc^ fqel above the water leVel. 

Passing the bridge the scenery is the most mag-- 
pificent -that, can be iroagin^fJ ; ..th^cye becomes 
fixed,- and' tl?e mind wrapt in emotio^ig of silen^ 
wonder^ , Below thje bridge the tprreq^ still flows 
pvpr led g^ of f<j)ck towards the. sea.; eqcpmpassed 
jivith sloping rock^s, diversified by e f^w fpre^t trees 
|ind brush wofjd on the margin of the wateriS*^ .Abov^i 
the perpendicular dark, cliffs rise p.oe beypp^ th^ 
other^.^^far as the.cye can rcach^ ascyndi^g in the 
greatest; irregularity a tbpusand feet ^igh ; and theif 
summits terminating in the most, grptesgHe and 
fanciful ^qpi^} with d^rfc cxpavatipn^jjiaad J^tcral 
fis>.urfp^ ,\(r^epc9 isspe tributary tprrcnts thatrpar io 
distant murmurs, to the very bowels of 'the moun- 
tains-; th? opposite proj^e^ting cra^s thr^atqn to 
owrwhH^ii Jtbe rp^d i wbich|:.is| ^ ^ft^row sl^^lf cat 
out of the solid rQcki^ta'c(ifl«idci!abifi'expcai)e«^ In 
a word,, cvefy thfng tontribtftcs^ iiA % ,btgb.,jdjfgree 
to render itiia a scene of miWImHyi ^-Mfciiig 
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ffom the coBjfbitvition of glooni ^nd gi^n4cQPw Tbe^ 
nnount^)ns exhibit on both skjiei} sirpilar str^t^ ; thi^y 
ran ia ai serp^atioj^ &rn> P^r-l^ Pf^'allelj^ {n4 $p clgg^ 
a& barely tp leave rppin for th^ watoi^i tbAldost^p^ 
frfiip tbe. l%)(f#». to pass beinyeei^ ii\ctn. Above t^^^ 
bridge there ia s^rpely a symptQiip of yeg^tatj^^v 
save a few solitary yews ; and hisr-^ gp^ ^bpf^ 9 ti(f| 
Q^ g^A9$». s^fjlcient ^o tempt (he |i)ip^bed go^ t to 
its dei|tructiop. The poc^r 9QJmfd ^\\\ sometji^ev 
te^p down to tbe^f^ v^ds^nt ^po^^t an^^ witbp^t f^ 
yos^hiHty pf rcturqi is left to p^rish^ aft^r it b^ 
^kusb^ tbe d^ft^bopght repast, 

Winding' round, the mountaiq^ c^ tbe niargin of 
the fiood^ we paj^^d an adit of a pqpper min^j bc^ 
longing to. Sir W.- W- Wynne, Fwm pue of- its 
levels issu^ a stfe^m of w^tpr, ^^png^y imprpgnfttecl 
Yritb sulpb^t of popper wbiph in time must prove 
mjurious to the ii^bery : the wprt^ is in ^ tbrivmg 
Slate, .and the. ore. very superior in Us quality to tb^t 
of Pari^ in.Quntp\n. Sv^ry step we proceeded un*' 
folded pew scenery; the atrata pf this i|nmef)» 
chftsiD, nc* Only q^sume all sbapffi,; bpt {|U colpuffli 
every sbado frPm the lightest grey to the^ d^rko^ 
blown and black) while the sun e^nerging from, b^ 
hind a cloudy tinged the varicgs^ted tops with all 
the bfitliaat tints of light and. gold. 

In contemplating this \vpaderful pass, we b^d 
Ibrgotten our diiii^uUiea in approaching it ; nor did 
wc tbiok'X)f .ottr wet ^.copdjtipni till cold shiv^i;i(}gf 
iGOfiinded ua Pf our uncoAnfprtabh siiu^^io^,, Wq 
jK>w faaatttqi^d rtuc stefp,..ft8d sop^ obt^iqcd sigljt 9^ 
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154 TOUR THROUGH NORTH WALES* 

the threefold vale, in which stands the village of 
Bbi>i>^Kelert, ,near the conflux of the Colwyn 
and Glas Lyn. It consists of a few straggling 
houses, little inviting either in appearance or situa* 
tioD^ and the inn is only distinguishable from the 
rest^ by a rude board over the door, " Tie Guide to 
Stwwdm Ivves here.^^ 

• ^Thoroughly drenched, . and h^ing no change but 
what was in the same condition, we judged it pra^ 
dent to retire to bed, while our cloaths we presented 
to the fire* ' In this langhable dinner position, the hosrt; 
quickly brought us a dish of fried eggs and bacon,- 
ind excellent cwrw^ With an' appetite suitable to 
the food, we made an excellent meal. 
' Much of our pleasure, and that of the highest 
kind, arisjBS from reflections of an heterogeneous 
Mature, Miserable as these accommodations would 
have been considered on* other occasions, on this 
they were productive of comforts Scarcely to be ex- 
pressed. We contf^sted the ruthless situation we 
had just been iny to the snug warm birth between 
the blankets ; and every morsel and drop tasted 
sweeter on the xeflection. The quiet of our little 
cottage seemed fairy land to the region of winds we 
had left ; and was delightful, -because it afforded us 
a welcome refuge from the merciless storms, with 
which we had been recently jiersecuted. 

You would have smiled to have seen us recKned 
on our respective couches, and fed like so many 
invalids in the clinical wards of an hospital. And 
it is not improbable, from tbesudy appeaismoe of 
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our host, that' he might augur froin" this beginning 
that he should haye his aparttnents occupied by 
Valetudinarians, for some weeks; and wias x^asting 
about in his mind, (for our dirty appeatance wad 
against us) how he was likely to be paid for his food, 
and attendance. * ^ . . ; 

'^ However the -precaution was founded id wisdom : 
and we have to attribute to this prudential measure^ 
our escaping a severe indisposition, and being able 
to pursue our route in health and spirits. ^ 

The origin of this village is so singular, that il 
would be unpardonable not to give it you. The 
story is handed down -by tradition, and there is xiOr 
thing upon the face of rt to induce me to doubt of 
its authenticity. r 

At an early period, when wolves were formidable 
by their numbers in Wales, a prince N(Llewelyn the 
Great) came to reside for the hunting ^leaison at this 
spot, with his wife and children.* Whife the family 
was one day absent, a wolf entered the house an4 
attenypted to kill an iufaqt that was left asleep in a 
cradle. The prince's faithful dog named Kill -Hart, 
that was watching by the side, seized the rapacious 
animal, and killed it. In the struggle the ^cradle 
was overturned,, and lay upon the wolf and child. 
On the prince's return, missing the child, and ohr 
serving the dcJg's mouth stained with bloodj he im- 
mediately concluded Kill-Hart had murdered the 
infent ; and in a paroxysm of rage, drew his sword 
"arid ran the animal through** the heart. But 
hpW^ great wa$ his surprise^ when on sephdngtlud 
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frftdle, hf hw4,xl^ wolf dead ^rx}* his chil^ f^Iivt^ | 
and wb^t was hi$ i^ortifioatioa, wheu the fi^tt^fu} 
^og that hud pr^^Ved.tbft.jftfa^ti ^y. dead at;h\3 
&ct: • vietim to t^s i^ basty Fcijf ntrrteo,!; ! ^^ 
Caused the; cireature.td behdnourabij^interr^, ereft^ 
a monument to bis memory, and built a churchy ^u^ 
dedicated J): to St. Mary, wagta^teTal fiferipg for 
(be preft(rv4tipn of hi$ ohi)d* 

St \9 fiiioated l\y tbeside of the riirer, and thoi^gli 
small, is said t0 h^ the highest in .S[^o\vdoiiii|« ; Jf 
jBOosists of |B ^iak 4nd qn^ ^a^ei with iparV^ of 
8no.ther«. 'A chapel f>n one side' is supported by 
poinled arches, §ud twi3» n^t pillar's. It w^s cour 
ventua), ^nd foro^erly belonged to a priory of A^gusr 
tine Monks, of that class called Gilhertines. 
f. As you may not h^ve beard ^^f thi? singular 
crder of fiL^Ius^s, I will introduce ibem to. youjr^ 
«c<)uaintan<^ 

A. D. lUa, cqn^f^ry to jhe constitutions of 
Justiniwi, an^ GiJhtt, LQr4 Pf Sempringhamj^ ij;i 
LinoplnshiFe, judging jt ^pr^ftq^l tbat beings 
,itehdm Get bad foj?med to\^, % xPiytual blessing ig 
each Qthej?,^pul(Ji be serrated ; contrived a plap 
that should furtb^ the ppirit of ^pyotion, while.it 
.^ifered no yjoIchcq ta the social principle : that qf 
-dauhle mqnuste^riis. 

Havipg sUi(J>f;d in Fr^ni^e^ on his fpturn, he lur 
sttiucted in the lih^r^l arts 9 nurpbef of yqutb of both 
Mies. Out of tbe^e hi^^Iept^d ^ ^F^^^i^ nun^b^if qf 
jea^b ; aiid;gaM4jthf(BR q rule |p. ,^)jl^rve, partially e^^- 
fUacied fxofsi those ^ Mie 9i4mi»i^ 4^g^V? ^^^ ^* 
4 
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Bendilcti ' l^is order appealed so ^isonifbffi, Wferlt 
*ra8 immedrately eorifirmed By p6pfe Bbgfehe JflF. 
It Quickly b^tcited public attetitibti, beiiim^ fbsKioW^ 
able, ami to increased, even in Gllb*ri*s ttmej \hki 
kfe hid lived to 4ee tbirteeh houste Rimdedl; iWt 
^bich were s8veh hundred br^tfrr*en at^ tbirtfefeh 
Rdndrdl sbtei^, te^oeiatfcdf uttdfer/fb^iiaThe'df-dj^ 
Kffines, 

It appfears from tfife #fcgnferfbns bf St.BrWget; 
fce*e w6^e tb fee ft aouble naihbitf ^of ntrhs } ffiirf 
both sexes were to meet daily at chapel ; but tM 
fiieti to teep below and tbfe Wbn1t}h.abb^^e. ' Orre* of 
iht ihonfcs to ht confitssor isinder tl^e tit!e HtiF Prtbhi 
<<4H)Was to hAvfeihfe i-egdattoh* trf" V*%lbU»^ nikti 
tets; atiddhebf'the sistera to ba** t\ife r%uT2itJdrfi 
bi iht hcftxsOhld^'tA Lady Abbess. 'But I ifhM tttii 
Hmx^ that loavofaall suspicion • of firfandifl, il tK-dfi 
hairy tiirfes tRcy '*feire to ketip their iespectitfe apart- 
ffiehb* Txi vJHich k eonlemponiry^ag Imhourotislj^ 
thus alludes :-^ 

. . The Monks Sing the mass, the Nuns sing the other \ 
i^hu^ sister and sister take part with the brother ; 
Bodies, not voices, a walldothdisse^^er ; 
So, devoid of devotion, they sing both together, &c. &c, 

fiat I refer you to Nigci ffSreier., in Sptmlb^Mt6* 
fkm^ ftor further information* . : » 

Hto-e formofly was an abbey, prtdbdiily ereetdd ei 
the same time as the church. Tamier attributes it 
to dbe last Liewdlyn. But this! is evidently an eiVor, 
as Rymer records 'a charter for certain lands i)estaw^ 
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ud* upon it by Uewelyn the Great. It was tsAfiH 
upder the protection of E^wmtd L and bestowed oq 
tbe abbey at Chertsey,* by Henry VIII. At ;the 
DUsoIution the revenues, according to Dugdale, 
amomited to ^70 3^. 8^. There are not the 
smallest remains of this oncp celebrated abbeyj nor 
is the spot positivefly knowQ where it stood. . A place 
called D61 y Lleian, or the Meadow of the Nuni 
is shown for, it ;. If so, it confirms Mr. Pennant's 
ide^ of its having been a bouse iot^fteltgioutS of batl^ 

sexes, . \ . 'L. , . • . . A 

^ - Entering tlj^ pleasing yale of Colwyn, we can\^ tg 
the source of» the; river Llyn y Caderji Jdn our lef| 
waa-Llyny Pyjgarcitt^n, or the •Lake;o5f-t^e.S9d,f 
^lelehrated by GyraldiiSjfor its Imulafrmticdj or wai)^ 
dering island. * He sajs^/*^t,|^ jRet in.aiotion by;tb^ 
yrinc^ towards the^jl^q^e, and spp^times r^inf it^ 
native .banks ;^tha4; c^ule liave.beea surprised on ri| 
by ^ contrary gale^ and carried a short voyage ftonj 
the shore,** GyralJus has been considered as an un-;> 
faithful topographer ; and this, amidst a variety of 
others/ has been one of the errors set* in array again$t 
him. It is with pleasure I assert, that the fact cor- 
roborates the statement of his always lively, and often 
accurate pen. It is a piece of land, which consists of 
corf and' peat, torn biFby some convulsion, and kept 
compact by the thick entangling roots that abounds 
in this specTes of soil. It is of an irregular shape, 
about 30 feet long. . , 

. To those who are inclined to smile, at so diminu- 
tive a sod being termed an island, the recording it 
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may appear^ trifliiig ; but if ,a smaH portion may h6^ 
cofne sufficiently buoyant, to bear the weight of cattle 
arid float upon thq water, a larger, may also j and 
thus the fact be established, that* an author may de- 
scribe afloaiing, island^ without deserving, the ':impU| 
VdSAon oi an hyperlolical writer n . 
. On our right we parsed another ascent to Snowdon, 
where, the base extending to a considerable bre^dtly 
presented a track less steep than some others.' -Th? 
Sons of Snowdon ,MoeI, Elian,-and Castell Gedwm, 
arose to, the right; , while the beautiful . L^kQ -of 
Cawellyn.expan(|ed ixs waters. on our. left ; which i^ 
near.two miles jn i^qgth and half ,a one in bre^d;!^. 
The road lies <;^Io3e , in its margiti on the ea^tera 
side, which is fla| ;i, )yhen the wind is high the war 
,t€9c^: overflow the road. ^ At the, back of; the 
lake, on the opposite sidp, rises perpendi9ularrof.^ 
semicircular ^^ sl^ape, Mqel.Mynydd Mavvr ; the dark 
appearance of whpse fissured rock$, forps s fl"P 
contrast to th? ^autiful transparency of its water?* 
The difFefent shadesrpf its precipices, reflected frpin 
4he surface, appeared variegated in stripes of the rich- 
est colours, like. lutestring ; and the passing clouds in- 
creased tlje moving diversity. This delightful efiect 
. was heightened by the golden rays of a bright decline- 
ing sun; jybPi .bf§>re he retired to the ocean, w^^ 
beaming his departing smiles on the objects around us. 
This lake is noted for a species of Cbarr, (Salnio 
alpnuSy Lin.) cafled Torgcch^ or Red Belly,* found 

* This is the Welsh generic name for both the red and gilt cburxw 
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fdrtiif^rly iti Llyh. V6r%-'aM' in sbSife of the lakes df 
SwitierlArtd : and whoever has travelled through th^ 
Grfsdiis, would, fronl tTic great similarity of the 
scen6ry, conceivb he had been waftted By magic to 
Ih^ alpinfe country. The i-oad we bad jpassfed, Vas 
not unlike that from Grenoble to Siisaa. . ^ - 

TheCharr are talcen in nets diHring the fitist Win- 
ttj: tnbtiths ;'f' atid after the seasoA retire to- in^c- 
tdSSible depths. ' . » ■ 

; A littltJ farther is a* fine cascade formed by the 
l^aiy br Gwyhfeiissa/ running from the Idke;i&rid 
)fUshing mto the vale ;' which now begWs tb expand, 
cdhsists of fine ftieadows, the hiHs i-etlring to a dl^ 
Uiice, in '^hich is the srt^l village df Bett^vs G«r- 
ihon, Its church being dedicated lo Bt. Germain^ 

"Qnitting the vale, we ascended an extensive- pteirf, 
*fett6wfed with a numbfer bf cottage.% that gavd 4A 
Idea of considerable population; .l^he cottages-^ 
Ckefharvon appeared worse than those ofMerl'dtifeth-; 
ahd thfsWs g^rierally the case, a« ^e proceeded' ih 
a xiresterly ot north-westerly directictti', towards ^he 
sea. Here turf di- clay with chdpped ru^hd^^^Jj^- 
plieS the place of stbAe. Except towards thfe' te^Afft- 
tains ; where they are constructed of pfebbtei^ptewd 
iiptfrt each other. The forni is generally Cfelong, 
thb length very considerable, compitred with .the 

'Mri.PdnqMit thihkfe thcmtoth one ipcfcicai bui the dlffcifefice ob- 
servable in the fbrtDalk>n qf th( jaws as wett as the tine vf spAWfi* 
ingy is sufficient to establish <ilstinct species. 

*; f The fieaBcncoihiirisBcbih Norember^ aiid continue aboidt^^e 
or six weeks » 
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bfeadth and height. The walls are about six feet 
high, over which are raised maiden pdes, not even 
stripped of their bark for rafters, and pegged -at top 
and bottom; a few smaller ones interwoven serve 
the place of laths; over these is placed heath or 
rushes, kept down by ropes of the latter, extending 
setwise over them, as a security against the turbulent 
winds, by which in this exposed country^ even these 
humble^dwellings are liable to be assailed. Some of 
tbcm have lattices for the admission of light, formed 
by interwoven sticks; but for the' most part the 
light is admitted through the entrance way, for 
door there is none : but this deficiency is supplied 
by il hurdle, formed of a few witlings ahd rushes, 
which in bad weather is raised peipendiculbr to stop 
the gap. An aperture Jn the roof serves for a chim- 
ney. This is not made directly over the. fire, lest 
the rain shoufd extinguish it ; but a little distance 
from the perpendicular. line. The smoke, therefore, 
as may be expected, fills the place before it is able 
to obtain vent; but this inconvenience habit has 
rendered tolerable.* 

Such are the^dwellings in which part of the hi- 
habitants of the most opulent and powerful nation 
upon earth at present live, and in which the Genius 
of Virtue and Coirtcnt seems to delight to dwell. 

* The houses of the farmers are in a superior style, generally 
having one or two bed.rooms ahg^P stairs :■ as well as one separated 
from the kitchen : biit even here/ pigs, assess, and other domestic 
animals, take up their abode and form part of the family. 

" M - • ' 
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: Cariosity tempted me to enter one of them ; the 
darlB mud wall, rocky floor, and a few brown rushes, 
the family bed, suggested the idea of a den; the 
parents and their numerous progeny, were assembled 
round a small fire of peat, which the father had just 
brought home from the adjoining moot ;, this the 
wife was economically placing upon the. stones, to 
produce a commodious heat, while the ragged off* 
spring were lisping, in language hoarse, their dad's 
return. Alarge stone jug of liquor, oallcd^//e?^^rw/^/,* 
which the good woman had been sedulously pre- 
paring against the husband's arrival, stood near, 
and was now, with the supper of potatoes, about to 
be quaffed; the success of the past day's exertion, 
and the hopes of still better to»morrow, where the 
subjects of conversation ; and the day concluded with 
the settitig sun. 

To those habituated to magnificjwat dwellings, and 
the luxuries of polished life, it might appear im- 
possible, that any thing, but discontent aad despair 
could be the associates of such apparent want end 

• This is fnadc of .the berries of the Sorbits AuctJPARiA, 
(Roan Tree) abundant in most parts of W^les ; by pouring water 
over them, and setting the infusion by to ferment. When kept 
for some time, this is by no means an unpleasant liquor; but neces- 
sity obliges these children of penury to use it, without waiting for 
the fermetvtative process. In Scotland a spirituous liquor is obtained 
by distillation ; and Gmelin informs us, the same use is made of 
them by the natives of Kamschatca« This tree is held in high yenera- 
tion by the superstitious : a small part of it is carried about as a 
defence against incliantioent ; and a branch of the Roan is considered 
infallible in protecting cattle from the injury o f witchcraft. 

4 
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wretchedness. But discovering, as I did, much cheer* 
fulness and satisfaction, I was led to assent to the 
assertion, that ** Man wants but little, nor that little 
long :'* and to say with the Poet— "^^ 

" Yet still, e*enhere, Content can spread a charm, 

Redress the clime, and all i(s rage disarm. 

Tho' poor the peasant's hut, his feasts tho' small. 

He sees his little lot, the lot of all; 

Sees no contiguous palace rear its head, 

To shame the meanntess of his humble shed ; 

No costly lord the sumptuous banquet deal. 

To make him loath the vegetable meal ; 

But calm, and bred in ignorance and toil, 

Each wish contracting, fits him for the soil, 

Cheerful as morn, he wakes from short repose, 

Breathes the keetr air, and carols as he goes ; 

At night returning, every labour sped, 
• He sits him down the monarch of a shed ; 

Smlliesby his cheerful fire, and round surveys 

His children's looks, that brighten in the blaze ; 

While his lov'd partner, boastful of her hoard, 

Displays her cleanly platter on the board. 

Thus every good, his native wilds impart, 
' Imprints the patriot passion on his heart.'* 

Goldsmith. 

We crossed the Rhythell^ which here assuaic3 the 
name of Seiont, over a stone |?ridge of no striking 
appearance, either as to its plan of execution. It 
coataios a tablet, informing the traveller, it was built 
by the na^dera Inigo, Harry Parry, This, had the 
afip^arance of egregious vanity, but, oa inquiry, we 
found, that H« P. could claini this titk, without i^^e 

M 2 
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least arrogance of pretention ; since he ted thrown 
bridges across alpine rivers, that had baffled the 
skill of raore celebrated architects, several of which, 
after having r Visted the violence of floods, were still 
remaining, and likely to remain, as monuments to 
perpetuate the fame of this humble mason. 

Passing the church of Llan Beblic, we soon 
arrived at Caernarvon. 

This was the/ancient Segonnum, mentioned by 
Antoninus : was a Roman station in the time of 
Constantine; and Matthew Paris says the body of 
Constantinus, the father of that Emperor, was found 
buried here, A. D. 1283. The scite of the old city 
is about a mile from Caernarvon, by the road, to 
which from Pwllheli it is intersected. The remains 
of a Roman road are still visible from this place to 
Dinorwig. It lays on the eastern banks of the 
Seiont. Some remains of the walls are still to be 
seen, the cement of which appears harder than the 
stone itself. A single stone remains here, with these 
letters S. V. C. ; probably for Segon^ium Urbs Con- 
stantini ; Helen or her husband Constantine having 
built it. It was defended by a fort, erected on the 
steep western bank of the Seiont, where it forms a 
curve, about four hundred yards from the present 
town, which is almost entire. The walls are about 
twelve feet high, and about eighty yards square, virith 
circular parallel holes running. the whole length.— 
Where the facings are dilapidated, the peculiarity 
of Roman masonry is easily discoverable. The 
cfiliVch of Trer'Beblic is very ancient, and apparently 
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of Roman origin, dedicated to St. Publicius, son of 
Maxen Wledic, and of Helen, daughter of Eudda, 
Duke of Cornwall, who retired from the World and 
took a religious habit. (Vid* Mona Antiqua.) 

Richard 11. gave this church, and its dependent 
Chapel of Caernarvon, to the Nuns of St. Mary in 
Chester, in consideration of their great poverty. On 
the Dissolution, they were annexed to the See of 
Chester, and at present form part of the patronage 
of that bishopri?. 

This city, after the departure of the Romans from 
the island, was occupied by the Britons ; and by 
them denominated Caer ar fon, /. e. a strong hold 
opposite Mona ; which with the insertion of n 
euphonic gratia, made Caernarfon. Gyraldus mentions 
it as a considerable place 1 138 ; and a charter dated 
1221, issued by Llewelyn the Great, proves that it 
did not receive this name from King Edward. This 
at a very early period was a seat of the British 
Princes. Roderic resided here A. D. 750; (FicL Mon. 
jintiq.) and the royal residence by a posterior Roderic 
was removed from hence to Aberfraw,"in Anglesea. 

Out of the ruins of this city arose the present town, 
justly the boast of North Wales for its situation, 
buildings, harbour, &c. but above all for the grandeur 
of its castle. It was by a charter of King Edyvard, 
made a free borough. It was governed by a Mayor, 
who fs pro tempore Deputy-Governor of the Castle, 
one Alderman, and two Bailiffs ; there are also a 
Toi;^n Clerk and two Serjeants at Mace. The town 
sends one Member to Parliament, who is returned by 
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the joint suffrage of Conway, Pwllheli, Nefyn and 
Crickaeth; and the right of voting extends to every 
person resident in these places. One extraordinary 
privilege was, that no Burgess of Caernarvon could 
be convioted of any crinie, committed between the 
Conwy and the Dovey, but by a jury of his towns* 
men. 

The town was originally contained within its prc-» 
sent walls ; but the suburbs are become of greater 
extent than the town ; the streets are at right angles, 
corresponding with the four gates ; and what was 
formerly a chapel to the garrison, serves now as the 
parish church. The streets are clean, and the houses 
well built, and it is become a place of fashionable 
resort, during the summer season ; and when the 
elegant hot and cold baths, erecting by the Earl of 
Uxbridge, are completed, it will probably be inferior 
to no place in this respect. Here are assemblies 
during the Winter months, and a company of co- 
medians from Chester were performing, three times 
a week, at the theatre for the season. 

An inducement for many genteel families to reside 
here and in the neighbourhood, is the cheapness of 
provisions, as well as the pleasantness of the situation. 
Fish is in such plenty, that salmon may be bought 
for 2d per lb. a pair of fine soals for 6d, and other 
sorts much lower, 

A circumstance that daily happens here will 
obviously strike a stranger. The beverage of the 
generality of the people, is butter- milk. Persons 
collect it from farm houses, and bring it in pots on 
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horses, and witb a cry not unlike that of the London 
milk-maids, retail this useful article at one penny per 
quarf. The demand is frequently so urgent^ that if 
any obstruction happens to the supply, it occasions 
temporary feuds. On my observing to a genteel 
^oman, I wondered there should be any contention 
about an article, that in England was conjsidered of 
little value, and wishing to be informed, if they sub- 
stituted this for beer at meals, I received a reply in a 
key bordering on indignation, ^ye^ sure! and caod 
enough] Cod knows! I perceixed I had inadvertently 
touched upon a tender string, and with a submissive 
bow I retired ; remarking to myself, that a traveller 
should be very cautious h'ow he intermeddles with 
the customs or the prejudices of any country in 
which he sojourns. 

The entrance to the port of Caeitiarvon is rather 
dangerous, from the extensive sand banks near, but 
the harbour is capacious, and vessels of six or seven 
hundred tons ride in security ; and the quay is pccu* 
liarly convenient, as large vessels can ride close to it, 
and deliver and take in their cargoes. 

The trade has of late years been increasing, though 
it at present consists more of exports than imports, 
slate, &c. to Liverpool, Bristol, and London ; copper 
ore from Llanberis and Paris Mountain to Swansea; 
flannels, webs, stockings, and an ochre found in 
Anglesea, to America and the West Indies. Its im- 
ports consist chiefly of Irish cloth, fine wool, hides, 
tallow, and grocery goods, for the use of the interior. 
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There is nothing but capital wanting to make 
Caernarvon a considerable place. The County Assizes 
are occasionally held here, and the room over the 
eastern gateway, formerly used as a Custom-house, 
is converted into the Sessions-house. This was done^ 
as an inscription in front informs us, by the muni- 
ficence of Sir W. Wynne, and his nephew, Thomas 
Wynne, Esq. A. D. 1767- A new Custom-house 
is erected within the walls on the Menai, much more 
convenient for the commerce of the port. I am in- 
debted to the Comptroller of the port, for the an- 
nexed accurate list of vessels that have cleared out, 
and entered inwards, from the port of Caernarvon, 
for the last ten years inclusive. 



Cleared out. 


1 


1 


Entered inwards. | 


years 1 


toreiur 

105 


Coasier*^ 


loul 


Years 1 


Forrign 


Coasters 


Tout 


I70oi 


180 


285 


1790 


15 


217 


232 


1 


116 


162 


278 


1 


15 


232 


247 


2 


105 


181 


286 


2 


17 


243 


262 


3 


110 


J()8 


278 


3 


9 


234 


243 


4 


96 


282 


378 


4 


14 


218 


232 


5 


96 


301 


397 


5 


17 


234 


251 


a 


I'ip 


228 


337 


6 


23 


229 


252 


7 


71 


137 


3U 


7 


29 


198 


227 


8 


(34 


145 


209 


8 


11 


190 


201 


9| 108 


130 


238 


9 


18 


201 


219 




1003 


1914 


2917 


168 2198 


2366 



This port is subject in its customs to the Comp* 
trollcr of Beaumaris,. 
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We added to our Botanical list of Plants^ in a 
salt marsh opposite Caernarvon Castle, Plantago 

MARITIMA, p. COROKOPUS, TriGLOCHIN MARlTIMUM, 
SaMOLUS VALERANDI, GlAUX MARITIMA, EuPHOR- 

BiA PORTLANDiCA, &c. On the shore near Llan 
Vaglan, Geranium maritimum^Chenopodium ma- * 

RITIMUM, and JSlLENE MARITIMA. 

The Castle of Caernarvon is certainly the most 
magnificent fortress in North Wales. , It is well 
situated for natural strength, one side bounded by 
the Menai, another by the -Estuary of Seiont, athird 
by a Creek of the Menai, and the fourth isolated by 
art. The scite was admirably calculated for a strong 
post, and could not fail to strike a Prince of military 
talents, like Edward, as a proper place to erect . a 
curb for his newly conquered, and consequently dis- 
satisfied, subjects. It is supposed by some to. have 
been of more ancient date ; (Vld. Welsh Chron.) 
but the architecture is that of the tenth cen- 
tury. As the conqueror of the country there is 
great reason for supposing, that Monarch to be the 
founder of the present edifice, (perhaps upon the 
ruins of one more ancient) to check the spirit of in- 
surrection, that might arise in Snovvdonia^ as he did 
on the Denbighshire side, by the Castles of Conway 
and Rhuddlan. 

The style of architecture is far from simple ; " A 
the observation of Mr. Barrington seems well found 
ed, that the plans of the Welsh Castles, erected by 
Edward I. were borrowed from the Asiatic fortresses 
which that Prince had seen in the Holy Land, because 
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they appear precisely stmiiar to many copied^ and 
inserted in the valuable tracts of Le Brun. 

After the oonqaest was nearly completed, in 
12'629 the Castle was began^ and in little more 
thap a year^ this immense .building was finished. 
For still further to subdue the haughty people, 
already mortified by a foreign yoke, he imposed the 
hateful task of forging chains for their country, and 
putting the last fatal hand to its independence. The 
peasantry were compelled to perform the required- 
labour, and their chieftains to defray the expence in- 
curred. It is built of a mixtnre of lime and grit 
stone ; some of the materials were furnished by the 
ruins of the old town, and some were brought from 
Vaenol. It forms a bold and striking object, and thd 
shell is nearly entire. 

The walls with which the new town Was originally 
incbsed, were defended by a number of round 
towers, bnt are much injured'in the battlements. It 
had two entrances, that to the South feeing the 
mountains, and that to the North the Menai. 

The entrance into the Castle is grand, by a massy 
tower ; in front of which, over the gateway, is pkced 
a statue of the royal Founder, with a dagger in his 
hand, in a menacing posture. This was defended by 
four portcullises. The form of the Castle, inclosing 
an ,area of about three acres, is oblong : the towers 
are elegant, some pentagonal, some hexagonal, and 
others octagonal ; two of these stand pre-eminent : 
and of these the eagle tower, so called from a figure 
of that bird placed at the top, is peculiarly beauti* 
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full, three small angular turrets issuing firom it. A 
magnificent apartment is shewn in this tower, where 
Queen Eleanor was delivered of that unfortunate 
Monarch, Edward II. Mr. Pennant says, be was born 
in ai little dark room adjoining, the area of which 
docs not exceed twelve feet by eight ; and adds, so 
little did a royal consort in those days consult either 
ponnp or convcnicncy. But it is of so little moment^ 
which wa^ the spot, where so weak and degenerate a 
Prince first saw the light, that, I feel no inclination to 
attempt a decision of the point at issue. Let the day 
of bis birth be blotted out of the calendar, and the 
place of it erased from the records'of antiquity.* 

* In his l6th year, this pusillanimous Prince attended at Chester, 
invested with royal dignity, to receive the homage of his dupe J 
subjects^ according to a convention of his father. The King find- 
ing ^11 methods prove abortive, to win the affections of the Welsh, 
had recourse to a poHtic, though dangeroos txperinxnt. His Qoeen 
being far gone in a state of ptegnancy^ thougk the reason, was se. 
vere, being the depth of Winter, he ordered her to repair to the 
Castle of Caernarvon. Supposing the time of her delivery to be 
near, he assembled the principal men at Rhuddlan to consult about 
the public good. Informed while here, that the Queen was delivered 
of a son, he addressed the Welsh nobility, dbKrring they had often 
intreated him to appoint them a Prince. As he had occasion to 
leave the country' at this time, he would comply with their request, 
on condition they would swear allegiance to the person he should 
nominate. With this proposition the Welsh acquiesced, with the 
single reserve, that he should appoint one of their own nation* . The 
King- gave them his assurance, that he would laojninate ^*^ne bom 
in fFaleSf fwho could not speak a ixjord of English, and ivhose life and 
conversation nvould bear the strictfst inquiry. ** This person the 
Welsh agreed to own and obey ; but what was the astonishment of 
these deluded men, when the King named his own son, just bom in 
Caernarvon Castle! Vid, Ponj^fel, p. 301, 
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The view we obtained from the summit over the 
Menai^ the cultivated fields and valleys of Anglesea, 
the high mountains wrapt in clouds^ the barboojr 
opening into the bay and the ocean, was &r more in* 
teresting to us. 

The walls of the eagle tower arc ten feet thick, 
and those of the fortress in general eight. .A gallery 
runs all round, with frequent openings, for the dis- 
charge of arrows on the besiegers. 

Its establishment was a Constable with a salary of 
^40 i and the Captain of the town ^12 3s. Ad. 
Twenty-four soldiers were allowed for the defence of 
the place at 4d. per diem each. This probably was 
only the peace establishment. Fid. Doddridge. 

A short period after its erection, the strength and 
importance of it was to be tried. A general insur- 
rection was excited in different parts of Wales, under 
three different leaders. Madoc, an illegitimate son 
of the unfortunate Llewelyn, styling himself Prince, 
put himself at the head of the insurgents of North 
Wales. This was occasioned by a subsidy for the 
French war, directed to be levied on the new sub- 
jects. Madoc seized upon Sir Roger de Puleston, 
Grand Comptroller, first hanged him, and then igno- 
miniously severed his head from his body. The fate 
of the leader befell all his associates. Madoc then 
proceeded to Caernarvon, which was crowded with 
people, attending an annual fair. The unarmsd 
people were barbarously slaughtered, the town reduced 
to ashes,and thecastle taken. Fid. War. V. II. p. 334. 

In 1644, the town was taken by Captain Swanley, 
a Parlimentarian, who pillaged it of the stores, arms^ 
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and ammunition, making four hundred prisoners* 
The royalists afterwards dispoaseseed him. While 
Lord Byron was Grovernor, it' was besieged by Ge^ 
neral Mytton, 1646, and surrendered upon an bo«T 
nourabic capitulation. In l648, General Mytloti 
and Colonel Mason were besieged in the town by 
Sir John Owen, who hearing that Colonels Carter 
and Twisleton were advancing to relieve it, raised 
the siege and marched to oppose them. The parties 
met at Llandegai ; Sir John was defeated and niade 
prisoner, and North Wales soon after submitted to 
the Parliament. Vid. Whitelock. 

This Castle, like its rival in strength and grandeur, 
is going fast to decay ; and the dilapidating hand of 
Time promises soon to deprive the country of one of 
its principal ornamental objects. 

In ruminating on scenes like these, contempla- 
tion takes a retrospective turn ; the changes they 
have undergone forcibly obtrude themselves; the mind 
is involuntarily hurried away to the periods of their 
decline and grandeur ; and their prosperous and dis- 
astrous days pass in solemn review before us. 

I reflected on the events, that led to its erection ; 
the military prowess and. courage of the Princes, 
and the invincible spirit that characterised their 
followers. The violent efforts and obstinate strug- 
gles that Liberty h.ere made, for centuries, before 
power and despotism could awe it lot* submission. 
Hordes of these simple mountaineers appeared, de- 
scending from their fastnesses in the hills, giving 
battle to more numerous and well-appointed troops ; 
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and with an ardour and enthusiasm^ inspired hy 
thcdesireof Kvingfree, easily (^ercoming them, and 
with tumulcucHts clamour marching to victory and to 
triumph;-' . ■ * 

• Again these indignant, because outraged Britons, 
appeared, with their conncib divided by interna! 
cabafe, and foreign bribery^ in their turn discomfited : 
driven from their strong fortresses, and forced to 
defend their native birth-right, in want and naked* 
ness, amidst the deep ravines of their barren moan-» 
tains* 

After these portentous and devastating scenes, the 
horizon has again cleared up, the atmosphere be- 
come serene, and the nftost perfect calm ensued. 
These plains dfcdrtiage have again become. the habi- 
tations of innocence and peace. These fortresses, 
(the natives' best hope) whose noble defenders had 
been reduced to famine, despair, and death, have 
echoed to the festive noise of banquetting and 
hospitality. The liberal board has smoaked with 
the richest viands, and the horn gone round with 
the choicest mead. The hills have resounded with. 
the melodious harp, and the nimble feet tripped 
lightly to the song of victory and of freedom. 
Period after period arose, distinguished by artifice 
on the one hand, and d(itermined bravery on the 
other ; till intrigue got the better of courage^ and 
perseverance overcame a divided spirit ; and Cam- 
brian independence and Cambrian Liberty gave the 
expiring groan together, under the walls of Cacr^ 
aaryon. . 
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•* Proud Pile! thy t^mpe^wbeatenf towers, still reac 

Their heads sublitne^ and to the angry storm 

£id bold defiance ; though their aged brows 

Bear visible the marks o£ stern decay. 

While Superstition, with a frensied eye. 

And wildering fear, that horrid ferxns surveys. 

Affright the lonely wanderer from thy walls. 

Far hence thou busy World, nor bere intrude 

Thy sounds of uproar, arguing much of fear, 

And impotent alarms. JBehold, fond man. 

This feeble monument of mortal pride, 

Where time and desolation reign supreme 

With mildest havock ; o'er the solemn scene 

In silence pause ; and mark this picturM truth ; 

That not alone, the proudest works of man 

Must perish, but, as this tow 'ring fabric. 

That lifts its forehead to the storm, till time 

And the wild winds shall sweep it from its base. 

Pass but a few short hours ; the dream of life 

Is fled ; and sinks to the cold grave man's faded form.'* 

The vision that passed before me, led me to con- 
template the temporary nature of earthly power, 
and the instability of all human things. This na- 
tion, for centuries unconquerable, we see yielding 
with the most suppliant submission to that very power 
it hated ; receiving with a cordial welcome, those 
laws and constitutions it despised: and permitting 
its manners and its language to bow before that of its 
detested victors. 

Thus, my Friend, that for which Princes fight 
and Heroes die, is no more than a phantom in tbe 
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passing wind; and they themselves are like the 
insects of a day, that flutter in the sun to display 
their colours, and shew their short-lived consequence 
}n its beams ; which the breeze of evening wafts 
from the theatre of life, and hurries to the next stage 
of existence. 

Yours, 

J/E. 
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LETTER Fill 



!D£AR.SxB^ Caemaroofu 

XT IS surprising, with how much greater faci- 
lity some travellers obtain the objects of their desire 
than others. To them the most elevated Hiountains 
become accessible on all sides, and in all weathers ; 
and a journey to the peak of Snowdon is as easily 
performed, as that from Caernarvon to Bangor. 
Almost eveny person that has made the Tour of 
North Wales, has obtained the enviable prospect 
from the elevated summit of Snowdon. I was not 
so fortunate, having waited a fortnight in vain, for an 
opportunity to make the ascent. Though it was now 
the season, when favourable weather might have 
been expected, yet almost incessant raihs^ and cloudy 
skies, bafRed every attempt. A gentleman we met 
dt the hotel, had been waiting six weeks prior to our 
arrival ;' iind, after several attempts proving abortive^ 
strongly disappointed^ relinquished the design. 

Mr. Pennant observes, ^' It is seldom the travelltf 
can get a . pMoper day to ascend the mountm, evem > 
when it appears dear ; by the attraction of clouds, the 
summfts become enveloped with clouds^ when they 
have appeared, a few minutes before, at a very great 

• ' N 
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distance. They are frequently observed to lower sud-* 
dcniy half their height, and, even while appearing 
to separate to right and left, they suddenly wheel 
round, and combine to envelope the mountain in one 
common obscurity*'* li we»>w^fb refpret I witnessed 
the truth of this observation ; as I had promised myself 
the pleasure of examining those plants styled -^the- 
REJ5, but many of which are inhabitants of Snow^ 
dori, principally' confined to the highest part of the 
mountain.* ^ 

Determiriftdfj however, to obtain what was practi-' 
cable, we made an esicursion into Snpwdonia, visiting^ 
gpme of the lower mountains, in que^ftof plants. 

Taking tte vale of the S^iont, where is found the 
ObcHiS: coi^opsEA and Satyrium alSidxjm, and, 
passing JUanriig, or properly Llan Michael (the church 
being dedicated to St. Michael) we entered Naui^ 
]|?eriS, at Cwm y Glo, the northern extremity of th<>. 
lower lake of Llyn Padern^ wlience issues the Ryddoli, 
which soon after assumes the name of SQio^t, 

Liyn Paderri is about three mUes in lengTth^ half a. 
ipUe in breath, widening to tho South,, where it isi 
separated from the upper lake by a pfojectipg rocky 
eminence, on which are theruins oi l^atbadertiCasiU;\^ 
A round towerj^ thirty feet in diametor^ with a 

* Though iht se€d§ of fteie* pf^iife fa*£ feeqdendy be wafte<J to 
tlfe Wer parti* yet they |ir# steely ei*e> fettftd i^b ti^etaie beloinr, 
di9Ukbg,|afapi;dir.dai^iHHD9^KfiEi ^daiiMar bt^xe, itecow^ 
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tJUngeoo below^ utid a kw if9giMat9aroi|nd QoaBti^ 
tote the remaios of this Britis)i post. 

By wbom it wa« erected is not saki i the jotent wai 
eyideotly lo Mcui:e this narrow defile into Saowdof 
nia. It is constructed of the schistose stone of thf|f 
comltry^ and mOrtar made pf mtrine shells* From 
the form of tht buildings ^^ Well as the commanding 
»tnlitk)n5 it must have been of gi*ea| iaiportancef 
Owen Qoch^ who inattgate^ Dayid ii^o relpellioii 
^aioat their brother Lletvelyn, languished twenty 
ycaw within its wall** . f 

I A tb0[ lasl struggle fdr Cambrian inc^eifdence^ 
lhi> IbrCress ivaa at times in poDseosionqf Henry a<i4 
Glyndwi'^ and by both considered of the greatest cout 
aeqoeooey M thq^lifatid Jiey to this part of the country^ 
Nter it grow PtiMARis ARUNOivikCBA add Buxi^lC 

i Nothing (ia^ exceed the beauty of this mip ap k 
a)>peaffifrom tbe?lid:e; the promonlory on which it 
stands ; its image reflected from the cryMal water% 
iita lofty xnottntams. oa each side ; the uppir \9ikc 
atittcbing to the ebutoh of Uanbens^ with Snowdofk 
U' the back jgroutid ; while the waters ruahing frdm 
the ujpper int^the bwer lake> fotmafiiic: natural 

liyfi' JPeri^^ thongh not <]f mth jarg^ djmensionsiy 
i&?b9t^ hm IkaiM&l. It is ^f fKvdigibna depths m 
Untf of wa^etAy lalhofis in placM ndt finding the 

Brtfbm> It fbrtnej^f rfbfttindted with the red aikl 
gqlclep Cliafr ; feul itiesd ^ate Idrtg left it : the stfeamjT 
trom the copper levels^ and otiier woft;^ t^^^^^^ ^ji 

n2 
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pi-egnateil-llSe -wi^iers wiih'ttef pdl«0B*6us mUd)/ It 
however furnishes the Bbtarii8t'^vith5''StJtftJkiARiijt 

A&17ATICA/ ^NYMPH-ffJA AtBA, ' Att&'lirA' WXT^AKS, 

IsOETfis LACt'si'iiis, SpAii<?jkNJt)k'«««»f.«A/ kifid S^; 
NATAN^. ''•:);..::... .: j\ ,-, \ • 

At the iippef end of this'lakfe;* a few sciattcljed'mb 
serable cottages fornn ifhe village of ' Lfanbferis, witll 
the little church dedicated to'^St.- Peris^;* (saldiUtf 
Wve been fr^ cardinal v) &t)0fhS{* ($f Uhose re%inQ^-)^ 
with which th6 church of Hinle^^svra^nied, that bat* 
more fame than merit. But w^etw fame bk$ esta-; 
blished a cWacter^ it is useless to tie^son. Ttife Saint 
co^ld perform miracles, and bestowed a blessing^ 
upon the place of his residence, by endowing a 
springs fr^ii^ which be drank' daily, witb'sanativer 
powers. Irisatpesent inclosed with la wall, under 
the name of St. Peris's Well ; and is still famed for ilie 
cure of rachitis, and other cases of debility : and the 
traditional ^history of the ncigbbourhoodiaboiiqds 
with extraordinary cares' performed by its :waars. 
The sibyl of the place divines j^Jiir fortune, by the 
appearance or noh -appearance of two small fish, thaft 
lurk in the. holps of the rock ; /if they .come out 
gOi^d is foreboded, if not, ill is to be dreaded* j;^ ' * 

• Peris was a Monk, who lived in retirement in the beginfiing of 
tfce tibirteenth century. ' ' Lelfend says in his tinie, the narrow pass 
leading to thcirfaorcli was caUedJMa^t y Mooach^ the Mon^s'ywdf^* 

" + TTiepffincipalWeUi Saint s^re Day id, l)awe>,. Beano, Elian/ 
f^fjni,! Cybi, J^eiool; Twrog, Pe^^|^ ap^Teilian. . ;To these thtf 
churches, through the Bfincip^ity ^e dedicated* An account of 
these* and an ^enlarged list, is contained in that truly learned work^ 
Hit Mittit Afiff^*fa: ' ' '' 
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1-. .There are mzny others femous in the vicbJty tar 
Jiealing; i. e. Ffyooon Kegio Arthur^ and Ffynnon 
JVfoel Rhiwen^ whioh will (says report) spout its waters 
JIB the face of iwlefactors^ and Ffynnon Pen i 
gaer.; but you will wirfi to bear no more of them^ 
.v^ben. I. tell you, that they contain very pure cold 
water, devoid of any mineral or earthy property, a 
•thing 80 cotntnofvin this coiintry ^s to diminiaii the 
..value.of.tljeiJessing. 

• The visiter. qC tbj$ rude oquntry mMts v\dlh.a 
^reat,di:fl&Q\3lty,.aild a draWbaqk upon bis pleasure, 
/or wp.nt of a. hpViftQjQf acGomfxtoddtion^ at or neat 
Llanberis. -Wonld Mr. Smith take it into considerar 
tion, and have the public spirit to build an inp, on 
jthis part of his extensive property, he would perforin 
an act worthy of his own character, and serye thf 
Causeof science and humani(,y. 
. . The plants furnished by the immediate neigbbpurr 
hood of Llanberis, ;are Pap aver camb^icum, Cqch* 

I^AmA GRBBNIiANBiCA, CaMPANUJ^ Hi;2>BRACfi4| 
SCUTKLLARIA MINOR, FeSTUCA CAMBRICA, Tltlr 
CHOMAl^ES TUNBRIDGEKSE, FtERIS CR^SPA, Po|;Y^ 

poniuM PREOPTERis, Gektxana campestris, Sx-* 
lene acaulis, asplenium nigrum, a* ruta 
mvrar;a, Arenaria laricifolia, Tremslla ver- 

BUCOSA, T. UTBICULATA, PoLYPODIUM LONCHlTiSi 

X Those are two 9m;ill dark looking trout. Tho^ who visit the 
wellj' generally procure food and lay opposite their lioles> to entice 
them; out. In this case they seldom 4is;^Pfoint theuar^liar, tsxep, 
they have been-satiated by recent viaitors. . . ^ 
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^lrALt$ 8(SA:rAM0SA^ G|7CPBALV0ACAULIS/COTTLCDQ« 
<inM[««I.X€i;i( VfiKKftIS, CaRRX ATKATA, A&BltAEIA 

^T^&ai7A> GHjsLiDomuM GLAueiCTM, 'With dt&renfc 
'ffptdes of MvMt and Algje in gmat profufton. i^ 
i^fynnon vfe<cb Jbobtis lacustris^ Subclaria AaixA? 
^4ri<^> tttd Lobelia pORTMAKi^A. 
^' ' 'Mr. pennant gives an atocmnt of an herome by the' 
name of Margaret Uch (properly '(PJrirjSi) Evans, & 
HDeiet>fatiMl huntress^ who rebided atBsn lAyn^ nesui 
ihe end of the lakes. She is 6»d to bave killed tuvo 
hundred foxes^ besides a vast number of other no&i^ 
tHis finimals^ and destructive vermin. 6he was a ro^ 
tkist tfiasdaline woman, and so strong, that no Mafti 
l^^ed to try a fall with her: ishe died about seven y^rl 
isgb, tjnmarried, at the age of ninetyrfour, 

A similar instance lof a person endued with pra^ 
dfgi^s strength, occurred at the ^me tifne, in the 
wiskiit parish ; though he bias not had. a Mr. Feh* 
IfflUt ftn^e bi^gtapher, be claims attention ; as the 
rirciimstanee tends to prove that the inhabitants ef 
this alpine tract are a very hardy race, and thouglk 
pot in genera! abote the middle stature^ are possess* 
tA of uncommon bodily strength . 

Fauth Jtmipty who Hvfed at Tydu, was noted for 
his prodigious Strength.* The esteemed Chaon^t^en of 
Wales for boxing, wrestling, &c, came to sq^ him 
Item Denbighshire, for the sole purpose of trying 

} i^ TUttaAnbiriinlHy pttdon is gcnenlly confined to partieakt 
families. Foalke has left sercral sons> «ome df Attn inlkeritiiis \ 
considerable s^ie j and hi^ ancestois were femous before him* 
3 
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Ihtlr »elii«*» sw<5ligi*-. ^heti tKei«tim«g<ir «rri«d,-' 
Fbiiike ^8 mowing hay in Ae fi^M, near to bis Hottat.i 
ilic stranger went up to him, and ifu|iiivttd) if hc[ 
kfieNir one Ponlke> not flwpposing fifom hi» 8i« eqdi^N. 
pearance this could be the person he aooght. Poulbo 
an8#€Md, that bia master Was in the houae, or not 
f» distant, at the same time begged to know-what 
his fcdMness was ? I have heard, the stranger replied^ 
that he is-accounted the strei^st man in the Princi^ 
{>stky, and am come to try our strength together.. If 
that be aU, Foulke observed, I can sooq inform yon^^ 
whetharlt will be worth your while to see my master,' 
ftir I am a tolerably strong man myself, but nothing 
in his ha^dsi as I h^ve often experienced to my oost^ 
when I have had the temerity to contend ^ith him } 
thercfere I would have you try, what you can do with 
mc first; They immediately engaged, when Foulke, 
hj hi^^pefidr Mrength, flung his antagonist over a 
high wall into the road. Fully satisfied, he eKcla^mei^ 
if «hfe4)e the map, what must the master be ! and 
mounting his horse rode home, fully convinced of 
his superiority. ., 

Awt^lf^cr anec4otc i$ (old^ (bat evipce4 bis p^ceablf 
disposition^ as well as his uncommon strength* A 
troublesc^Q fellow at Gaerqarvpn, wiabsd to irritate 
Foulke to fight j who begged he Would ceased, *ks be 
had no desire to quarrel, fer less to fight witK any 
man. At length he grew so impertinent and grossly 
insulting, that he struck Fgulke in the fecfe,;. jj^s ire 
thus justly rawied, he <9pk hifp by tbs RWJkjr and 
lifted him over the battlements of the bridge on which 
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they stood^ saspending him oyer the water^ crying 
most loudly for mercy. Having held him in this un« 
pleasant situation for some time^ he lifted him back 
3g^in, and disrai^ed him with an igncHninious Idck 
on the seat of honour. 

Many are the feats of strength he performed; such 
as taking a cow upon bis back, and bearing it home i 
parrying a tree be bad felled, which seven other men 
were unable to perform, &c, &c. 

From every account he seems to have been a moro 
extraordinary person than Margaret Evans; but 
while she has been noticed by several writers, Fouiko 
has only been celebrated in thp trsditionof bis neigh-i- 
bourhood* He died about seven years ago, at the age 
pf seventy-five* The inhabitants of this country are 
remarkable for longevity. The registers contain 
many ages of a hundred years and upwards ; and it 
is common to find persons ^live at a peripd littl^ 
short of it.* 

At a small distance from the village, on the westi&ri} 

* This may arise^ not only from the sharpness and salubrity cf 
the air> but also from the regular mode of living, and the undebi« 
fitating fix>d on which necessity obliges these mountaineers to exist, 
" The mountayne men live longer many a yeere, 
^' Than those in vale> in playne or moorish soyle ; 
f ' A lostie hart, a dean complexion cleere, 
«« They hare or hill, tha^ for ha^rd liyiojg tqyle, 

^ Wi|h pwp and lambe, with goatcs and kids they play ; • 
f In greatest toyles to rub out wearie day j 
ff And when to house and home good fellows drawe,'* 
ff Tfit lads cai)laugh| ^t taming of a strawe." 

Cifva(:HYAiLpt 
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iide of the lake^ are mines of copper^ the property of 
Asheton Smtth^Esq. of Vae nol ; and by him are leised 
10 Messrs. Roe, Hudson, Smith, and Mills, under, the 
fjrm of the Macclesfield Company ; who are aim 
concerned in the Cronebane copper works in Ifieland. 
There are seven levels driven into Snowdon. The 
rock consists of hard whin, and schistose hornblende. 
The ore is chiefly formed in a matrix of quartz. It is 
a rich yellow ore, containing copper in union with 
iron and sulphur. The copper Pyrites ^ or first family 
qf Kirwan Min. Vol. II. 

. Though there are seven levels, two only aro 
worked. The one called the new level is a hundred 
^nd eighty yards in length. The shafts are numerous, 
as they are the communications from the one level 
to the other. A person therefore may enter at the 
^t level, and by the difierept shafts pass through 
the intermediate ones, and emerge into day-light 
again at the seventh leveU 

The mode of draining the work does not reflect 
great credit upon the spirit, or ingenuity of the un-* 
dertaking. A shaft is sunk, about forty-five yards 
l^elow the depth of the new level. Into this the su^ 
pcrfluous water runs from the work ; and as it collects, 
IS raised into the lev^l by means of a winch and 
l)arrels ; and hence it is carried down into the lake. 
yhese mines were discovered about fifty years ago, 
ty John Jones Roberts, who, by a simple process, 
pbtained ore enough in six months, to sell for 300U 
After this they lay neglected, till they were taken up 
J)y tjie pomjpany, wbP at present worlc then}. 
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V The nuwfeier of Miners are about eighty, ^^fciiJ 
woilr by the isqiiare yard in Uasting the roek; their- 
ttraitiga^onisequently are very uncertain, depending^ 
i»pcmtbe nefutfe of the matrix that contains the 6re* 
They work by candle-light, clad only in a shirt and> 
miall olothes ; md they observe, that it is warmer 
under ground in Winter than in Summer : which 
tom>boraie8 the doctrirteof the meati temperature of 
ibe earth bteiing about fbrty-eight degrees, Thi*' 
compared with thje height at which the thermometer 
stands in Winter and Summer, in the open air, wilP 
KOotint forlhis paradoxical sensation, without having 
ieeout^e %o sUhttrmnecms fins. The 6re contains H 
ifuantity of sand, or superfluous earth, from which i<? 
n cleared by means of breaking, stamping, decant'*' 
ing, fcc. ^ ' 

< Wraden ahd children are employed with bammerS,* 
^ Ibfciik the Ikrge pieces of ore, aiid then to wash 
and sort it into three difFenent kinds of diverse qua-^ 
Kties; tome containing one-tenth, and swne ohe- 
iiftti copper. It is then taken tb the itampfog miH^ 
wh*!^ it undergoes thefurther process of pulverisation,^ 
Tbeaiampiflg mill is formed of six large oaken beamsj 
ahdd at the end with steel, placed vertically over a 
fargC' trough : by medhs of a crodfc, these are af-, 
>^at6ly raised by the power of a water whctel, antl 
kt,fhl^ upQn the dre contained in the trough. When 
ftottnded sufficiently small, it is carried into a. rci 
fiisrvoir by a atneant of -^ater, where it is agairi 
jltirilkd by dec«ntat!Oti, ^c.*' It 'isl then removed ift 
boats do#o thd.kke*3 wbcinfce it is eonveycdby cart* 
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io OMmafVdn ^myiBvad shipped (w tbe Compan/s 
'mdcing «iK)rks near Swansea. ' 

We were now in the midst of Snowdonia, a range 
of mountains extending from Conway to the sea at 
Aberdaron, in a direction nearly from North-east t<> 
North-west ; and unlike other mountains, they are 
one pile upon another, consisting of groups of cliffs 
rising above cliffs, as they gradually ascend frOm each 
extremity to the center. 

Snowdon, the .common escarpcment, or declivity, 
fronts the Menai ; and ranges in a parallel line with 
it. The' escarpcment of particular mountains ge- 
nerally depends upon the inclination of the strat^. 
The principal are Cafnedc! David, Carnedd Llewelyrt; 
Trevaen, Moel Siabod, the two Glyders, the two 
Jilyders, Moel Llyfni, and Moel Mynydd Nant; 
all emulous to support their superior and leather 
Snowdon : yet his proud Peaks of Crib ydistil, an(l 
V Wydd Fa, appear scarcely to outrival spnjc of the 
jBummits that surround them. * 

The height of mouptains, as they affect tht eye, 
jfnusU be cogsidered from the spot where the ascent 
begins to malfc a gonsicj^rable angle with the ptaip. 
But, philQjSOphically considered, th^y gre fegmputefl 
from the surface of the ocean. Mr. C^gwell, who w«3 
employed by Flamstead to measure it in l682, ^ith 
instruments adjusted by tj)at able philosopher, made 
the h^ijght of the highest point, l%4Qj/(;irds {3720 fc^t^ 
^^iovethe Jeyelof Caertiarvoti-Quay, Biit laW/atid prb^ 
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:hsh\y more accurate esperimerfts b^ve soinewbiX rch 
duced its height ; apd the -e^tjmat^ npw 9t9nd$ 
3560 feet above the quay ; which, taking the height 
and the quay, will make it about 3600 feet above the 
level of the sea. Carnedd Llewelyn ranges next> and 
Moel Siabod third, in. the scale of eminence. The 
rocks that compose the higher part of th^ cldain, are 
principally Porphyry, Granite, and Granifcel of Kir- 
wan ; the secondary rocks are chiefly Horneblende, 
Schiller Spar, Toadstone, Rowley rag. Whin Stone, 
Schistose Mica, Schistose Clay, mixtures of Quartz, 
Feld Spar, and Mica, and Argillaceous Schistus in 
all its varieties. 

On the western side are a number of basaltic 
columns, on a bed of hornstone, or cbertz ; and 
large coarse crystals, cubic pyrites, and various 
mineral bodies, are frequently found in the Assures, 
In the Schistose rocks are several slate quarries; 
very considerable ones near Dolbadern; some in 
Xilanddeiniolen ; some in Llanberis ; a few in Llan 
Michael ; and very large ones at Kilgwyr ; the pro- 
ducts of all which are brought to Caernarvon, and 
thence shipped for market. Those of Lord Pen- 
bryn are at Dolawen ; and there is a large quarry 
of the NovacuUte of Kirwan, varieties of second and 
third of thtft species, near Cwm Idwal ; where great 
quantities of Hones are cut, and annually sent to 
liOndpn and Dublin. • 

The name of Snowdan was formerly given to the 
whole of Caernarvonshire, 'under the appellation of 
Oregery; (Fid. Leland;) which ^^ covered with 
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hnmense foriflt^ in the glens, aiid on the sides of 
tise mountains. It was considered as a Rc^al De- 
mesne ; and two grants are upon record, the one iit 
the time of Elizabeth, and the other in the time of 
Mary, for killing deer in the R^l Forest ofSnowdon. 
Leiand says, they abounded po much in his time, 
as to destroy, the: little com the farmers attempted to 
sow. But the. history of Gwedir informs us, they 
were extirpated before the year 1626. It was called 
Smwdonia and; Arvoma ; and was the country to 
which the Welsh wete the last and longest attached ; 
the inhabitants of which refused submission long 
after they were conquered ; and proved that a 
country may be possessed without being subdued, 
by an invading enemy. 

, The traditional opinion of the country is strong 
in Jiivour of the British name of Cretgiau r Eryri ; 
(u e.) Eagle Rocks ; from these bii-ds having been 
used to frequent the summits in great quantities.* 
They do not constantly however now frequent them ; 
and when they do it is in small nunribers. 

Mr. Pennant, following Camden,^ inclines to its 
bding written Creigiau r Eiri, (L e.*) Snowy Moun- 
taihi; and rdason is certainly in favour of this ety-» 
mology. For the English name of Snowd6n, (ddn 

*. " " ' < 

. * These carnivorous birds of prey in many places formed a Ibra 
inidable banditti; seizing qppn the. poultry, sheep, and even youflf ' 
children. A custom is still prevalent in the. Orkneys, that *wioe*tfp! 
kills an ^agle may lay claim to a btn 9Ut of every bouHin the farijt 
mshere the bird *wa% kUted* 
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l^gnifyiDg « hUI or bigb ftosti^fe s fpt tb^ep) wtll btf 
a YMra] translation of the British .inline^ Snowf 
l^ouQtaiM; from tbe ciFCtiiBataDce of soow being 
^een to remaid on its topj many montbi in tbo ywf^ 
Ijkt ib^ Nipbate^ in Armeoia^ and the lAaus in 
§cythia4 

. Tbe story, that snow remain^ htrtforjtmri witb<* 
•ttl melting xi fabillops. Between April and Sep-' 
fember iheri is seldom any tb be sedn, tbough aomd 
years si bas bebn seen in July ; ftnr it Sometime^ bapn 
pens jtbat snow falls la^ in June^ and fate beto 
cevc&til feet deisp ; tbat wbich was rain in the vallicSJ 
being sn6w> fron^ the intense cold, on the lops 6f 
thesi chwntmn^. Mr* Aiken dbserved on the moro^* 
ing of July 5, 1795, just after sun-rise, the ther* 
BKHnetef 31*94 ; and in the afternoon it stood at 48 ; 
Tfth^ M seven in the morning, at Bedd Keiert, h 
«tood al 62. Fid. p.QQ* 

* Tbough we were not able to ascdnd this pritite of 
:|^fmiiitaifis> yet it may amode you to give the route 
laid down by a friend^ as the most eiigibie oi the 
Ibree) geiierally taken by ibe guides to the top 
of j5ftif>wdon. ^' ]. Ride to Cwm y Gld^ in tb« 
peni^bc^ Llanrftg; take boat up tbe lake of Llyfl 
i^9d<>rp. ; land in the little Isthmus, between thip and 
Llyn Peris, near Dolbadern castle ; there take your 
fpAiimssi oseenxi by Cmiaiint Maiwr> 6r tht^ jgreat 
ChAsift. Here is a fine watdNfall. Cfiiftb lip along 
the l&ulli side of tbe ridge, that wjpar^tes Cwh} 
Peris' from Cwm Brwynog ; thoBce aiGeiKi ia. sight 
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of Llyn in p Ardda^ irbicli you must liwQ on 
your right. j 

. ^^f Th^ Steep rock over tfais lake called ClogMrytl du 
3(r Ardduj (i e.) the black rock above the Arddu, \$ 
cij^IiHrated for a great variety of rare plabt&* 

^' Ascending^ steep and difficult pa$6^ Cialled \Mk 
wedd y Jli^ you arrive at a cold spring, ealldd ]l)yti 
CQchf which is within a n>ile of the highest Summilt 
called y Wydd &, or the Ousfuisom The stee^ 
^ad almost inacecssibk crags on the Notth side of 
tt^* peak) ar« tc»rmed Glogwyn y Garnedd ; atxd 
knowQ to Lloyd and Ray for thi^ habife^ of aJptm 
gjantsr* The yrwemrsg of them is vfr y hiKf ardous^ 
and ofteu dang^ooS) being «rt all tinted slippery t 
and after rains fragments of rocks give way, and 4^ 
do«ru with a tbuudeiing uoise to the smdU dtep 
llakea of Flynaon LaS| and Llyn liydaw^ tbfct \m 
ben^tb* The distance from the oastle to the aumi 
mit is four miles* 

^* 2. The usual ascent is now froito Llyn^ €awllyn t 
but this route is wet and boggy in plades^. and vt^ry 
ipcky and stony in others : the distance mudb (Hd 
aame* 

'^ 3. Another begins about three miles on the Caer-* 
uarvon side of Bedd Kelert. But this Is extremely 
steep and dangerous ; as the ridge called Cluwdi^ 
cocb, which you must ascond^i m uot more thaAtk^o 
yards wide £br a considerable wayi whleooe yctt mo}fc 
drop a stone from each baud^ Htld befotti; they :SMfi 
tney .will be at the distance of tW(^ fsiiles, dTron^ 
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each other : one wouM roll a niile to the Vft$t, and 
the other a mile to the East/* 

This gentleman^ who, to a variety of other ac- 
CQmplisbments> has added a knowledge of botany, 
also favoured 113 with a Ust of rare plants^ growing 
aboQt the diifereot parts of the mountain. 

On Clbgwyn y gisifnedd-— ANTHERictJM seroti-t 

irUM, SeRRATULA ALPINA, CeRASTIUM ALFINiritf, 

C. i^TiFOLiuM, Saxifraga stbllaris, and 5. 
RivALis, Lychnis alpwa, Polypodium ilvbnsb, 

P. ALPINUM, ACROSTICUM SEPtENTlirONALE, Os^ 
UV^J3A CRISPA, PaPAVER CAMBRICUM, RaNUNCULU9 

ACRis, Phascum moNta^um, Viola alpina, Geum; 

RIVALB, DrYAS OCTOPETALA, SaXICRAGA AIZOIDESj 
JUNIPBRINUS communis, & VAR. (3* - 

On Clogwyn du yr Arddu, Cardamine pbtr^a, 
and RuBUS saxatilis. Near Cwin Brwynog, in a 
boggy flat, JuNcus squarrosus, Scirpus c^bspito* 
sus, ScHCENUs nigricans, Agrostis capillaris^ 
PoA alpina, and Hieracium alpinum. 

Leaving the two Llydcrs, that form the eastern, 
boundary of Nant Peris, the road lies through a 
dingle, called Canauntyr Esgar^ up a considerable 
ascent of kx)se stones, that render the footing ex- 
tremely difficult; yet this is the easiest and most 
eligible pass to the sons of Snowdon. 

H^e is the small lal^e of Llyri y Cwm, famous, 
dccdrding to Gyraldus, for a remarkable phenome- 
non :— « The lake," he says, ** abounded with trout, 
perch, and eel, and all mtmocularr At present 
there are no documents to disprove his relation ; all 
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the fish in this lake having been destroyed about 
forty years ago by an earthquake, which happened 
during a violent thunder storm ; by which a fissure 
was ipade communicating, probably, with some of 
the mineral strata of the mountains ; as arsenical and 
ccipreous particles are abundantly diffused in its wa* 
ters. This may be a disappointment to those fond 
of the marvellous, but the botanist will feast bis 
eyes instead with the Subularia AauATiCA^ 
IsoETES LACtsTRis, and Lobelia dohtmakna, ; and 
near it, Rubus saxatius, Juncus triglumis, 

HlBRACItJM ALPINUM, SoLIBAGO CAMBRIC A, and 

Plaktagq maritima. 

Passing by Rhiw, the celebrated Glyder Vawr 
presents itself. The prospect is singularly fine from 
the top of the Glyder : Snowdon, with his biforked 
bead, is seen from thence to advantage. The va- 
ried vales of Nant Peris and Nant Frankou ; the 
Menai, and the island of Anglesea, are all in full 
view. Upon a small plain on its summit, huge 
fragments of stone, in grotesque shapes, lie in all 
directions ; some of them of many tons weight. 
They arc weather beaten, and by time become cel- 
lalaf, and of a grey colour. Part of this moun- 
tain the people call Carnedd y Gwynt, the residence 
df tempests. 

The vicinity of the Glyder, between Llyn y Cwn 
and Llyn Idwal, abounds with a Variety of rare and 
curious plants ;. and is styled the Botanical Garden 
of Snowdon. Amidst a numerous assemblage are 
the following, growing upon Hysva Bengam and 

O 
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Trygyvylchi rocks; — Geum rivai^e, JUxVipbru* 

COMMUNIS, (VAR. ^.) SoLIDAGO CAMBRICA, ThA- 
WCTRUM MINUS, Th- AXPINUM, ArENARIA JUNI- 

PBRiNA, Rhodiola ROSEA, in grfeat plenty. Asple- 

KIUM SCOLOPENDRIUM, StATICE ARMERIA^ SeDUM 

BUPE8TRE, Sphagnum alpinum. Lichen crassus, 
SweRtiana perennis, Thlaspi hirtum, Myrica 

aALK, AnTHERICUM SEROXINUM, CeRASTIUM ALPI-. 

num. Drab a in can a,* and Veronica hybrida. 

Tbe immortal Linnaeus laid it down, as one of his 
essential data, that a certain number of species of 
plants were created at first, capable of producing 
the like ; and that these will remain to tbe end of 
time. Numbers of his scholars have tried to sap 
this important doctrine, by discovering a variety of 
mules in the vegetable kingdom ; (i. e.J plants pro- 
duced by the farina of one species fecundating the- 
pistilla of others, and producing hybrid plants. 
Thus the Urtica alien at a is supposed to be be- 
tween the Urtica and Parietaria ; and the Vero- 
nica hybrida is said to be a mule from the Vero-* 
NicA officinalis and V. Spicata. 

Much has been said in the Amcem* Acad.^ and 
other works, and the parallel has bee A so far run 

* It is peculiarly worthy of note in this diminutive plant, that t^, 
its beautiful head of white blossoms succeed pods oa short hairy 
peduncles, twisted in a spiral direction, and contrary to the diurnal 
motion of the sun. 

f Though Linnaeus himself may be said to hare countenanced 
the doctrine, yet what he did was with^a view to expose its fid^fcy* 
and establish the data of his own system* 
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with the animal kingdom by some, as to asset't^ that 
the Fructification in mules resembles the female, and 
the external hahit the male plant. Others, taking 
advantage of this concession of the Linnaean School, 
have asserted, that vegetable mules are capable of 
increase : and hence new species and endless va-^ 
rieties adorn, and will continue to adorn, the theatre 
of vegetation. Thus are we hurried, without know-* 
ing it, to continual generation and reproduction t 
the floodgates of doubtful definition are let open ; and 
confusion again spreads darkness over the region^ 
of Botany. It is laughable to see to what lengths a 
spirit of conjecture, when trammeled by no restraints 
of truth, will carry the bold fabricators of theory. 

M. Bonnet observes, that the anthers of aquatic 
plants do not emit farina like other plants ; but 
a fecundating liquor^ which, at the time, may be 
seen like a little cloud in the water : and then asks^ 
who knows hut the powder of the stamina of certain 
plants may not make some impression on certain germs 
gf the animal kingdom f Lett, h Spalhnz. 43. 

Bisum teneatisy Amid? The ingenious French-^ 
man did not recollect the Fegeto^animal, Poly- 
podium BAROMETZ, vulgarfy called the .Tartarian 
Lamb, from its supposed resemblance to it ; or his 
triumph would have been complete. 

It should be remembered that Bonnet tried to do 
in the vegetable kingdom what his master, Buffott, 
tried long in vain to accomplish in the animal : aft^r 
a whole life spent ip torturing the Royal M^oagerie 

02 
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at Vatis, he was not able to produce a singlb new 
species f 

. I would adc has any person witnessed the in- 
crease of these mules ? No, it is conjectured se I 
Have they been known to produce a similar off- 
spring } It Improbable they have. 
. Why, says ]Ray, if plants may thus combine and 
interchartge their properties, and form a teriimi quid^ 
6?tf, may they rK>t, ad lilnftimy or by accident, changp 
i^iv raagmtude ? ^ Why do npt trees grow up to the 
^ies, or extend their branches horizontally miles 
over the earth ? Because there is a maximum quod sk^ 
^ys this learned Botanist, appointed by Himy who at 
the CreatioQ issued the fiat : — ^^ Let there be every 
berb and (ree yielding seed after its kind/^ 

Every part of nature, if we reason from fact oc 
»na^ogy, has its respective bounds, which mark the 
hand of Order j but, in many instances, the tran- 
sitions are so minatCji as to demonstrate that hand ta 
ie div'me. The advocates for the doctrine perhaps 
are not aware they are inadvertently strengthening 
tbe hands of Infidelity* 

. From the most mitxute investigation of the V^ro- 
KiCA in questioD, it appears to be the V. spicata^ 
yrith DO greater alteration than what commonly occurs 
in plants growing in a rocky and exposed situation : 
liQwever, if botanists will have mules*, let them rank 
. in their proper places as Varietiesy not as Species. 
• Another part of this mountain forms a dreadfuLr 
Jp^ing;^ preQipipe^ under the title of Clogwya 
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rfwynheu y Glyder, awfully impending its dart 
crags over the baleful waters of Llyn Idwal, or the 
Avernns of the Bt'Uoni. The shepherds believe it 
to be the haunt of demons ; and say it is fatal to any 
of the feathered tribes who venture to stretch tbeip 
wings across it, 

A little farther on the left is a horrid fissure m 
tlie rock, x:aHcd Twll du, or the Black Cavern. It 
is an open gap in a huge dark precipice ; in depth 
about three hundrcjl feet, and six wide ; extending inf 
fength for a considerable way. Through its bottom 
rush violently the waters of Llyn y cwm. Thii 
<5hasm furnishes a striking feature in gec^dgical 
scenery : an adjoining cwiti, forming almost a bason, 
has 'originally been filled with tvatefs, and formed a 
temporary lake. After this fissdre was itiaide, tho 
waters, rushing violently through it into the hiferioif 
vale, produced the present lake, and left tht5 cwttl 
dry ; and streams of hiige stones' lie o'n all sides, 
pointing to the hollows that lead to the chasm, ex* 
hibiting evident taarks of retiring^' waters. On the 
rocks appear the SAXii?RAGA nivalis, and the H^f 
rare plant BuLbocodium VERir^ivf;' This pldrff^ 
though a native of Spain, is also ifound farl«torth 
on the cold mountains of Russfia^lhe Lid^Eif^S'* 
iANDicus, LicsteifT TARTARius, ind- sch^cral 6tht9 
species. The IL.'omphalode^ tffee' nutiV^s steapl ifi 
irine, and form 'd paste, wMch f bey dtj)! iW 4hW dttri i 
ind'with tfej addition 'of alferi WSke a ^yrowti dy*i 
TTifa dtid 'th6''TU'.^t'AKVAmifi' ire' S(^ akiftdant, thik 
i^'pi^ ]^eoplc''€*njploy' thteisefVes ia -gaihwitif 
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them for the use of the dry salters, at the low price 
of one penny per pound* They will, however, coU 
Jcct frbnj twenty to thirty pounds a day. From 
these the beautiful dye called arc611, or archil, is 
prepared as follows :-«-The Licubns, when dry, ar2|^ 
placed under a large indented stone, with a circular 
xpotion, and bruised; they are then thrown into 
capacious vats, and mixed with lime and urine. Here 
they are permitted to remain six months, but stirred 
^very day ; and the materials thicken as the humid 
particles evaporate. In this part of the process the 
substance appears like mire ; afterwards like husks 
pf grapes. When it has acquired the latter con- 
9istency, it \p cut small, dried in a spacious roltm, 
aometimps reduced to powder, and packed in baorels 
for use ; the nqost beautiful coloui^s, such as purple, 
pink, greys, and ponipadour, are obtained from the 
imposition. , 

The two Glyders are connected by a long narrow 
strip pf land called Y Wa un oer, or. the cold 
poountain flat. Qn one side, in a deep hollow, is 
^yf) y Boch Llwyd, and on the other, at the loot 
of tbp T^'cyaen, Llyn Qgwyn, 

The Xreyaen is a comical hill of singular appearn 
ance, froip thp rugged and uncouth stones that lie 
Wppq its ?ides,^ |t introduces you to the Glyder 
bachj out Qf[Yf\\\gh it is supposed by some tp hav^ 
)>een mgWP^^y fqrnfiecl. ^Tbe area of the summit of tbq 
little OIy4ei:.i^ cpyevp^^ with huge columnar s^opg* 
ikoxn 4en tpAbirty fee.^ Ipng, in aq inpliqcd dUiect^ 
t^PPOrtcd by ptfes^fl i sfis^^ cpufq^fifHy piled 
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Others flat^ and others erect, and stones lying hori- 
zontaJly upon them. One stone about t\venty-fivc 
feet long and fifteen wide, is poised upon a large up- 
right one, serving for A/«^:rttw, so that a small weight 
at the extremi4:y will nrjove the opposite end. Others 
pf less dimensions are so nicely poised as to become 
rocking stones in the wind. 

• These broken masses* almost wholly cover the 
sides of this mountain ; vegetation and even earth 
has deserted it, while unwieldy disjected fragments 
and bare glaucous rocks stare the traveller in the 
face ; and through various fissures numerous streams 
rush down in qonfinual roar to the lakes beneath* } 
Many of the upright fragments are pentagonal, 
with one of the sides narrower than the rest ^ and 
others, lying in the shape of cromlechs, almpst give 
theai the appearance of art. Sotne of the stones 
upon the summit are equal to thdse of Stonehenge^i 
How these came here, and from what cause, is a 
question that involves difficulty. Were they the 
strata of the mountain laid bare by the continual 
raiDS and storms that assail it, their position would 
have assumed a greater regularity. 

♦ A phenomenon called Doear Dorr, or rending of the earth, is 
fre<iuent amid these mountains. It is occasioned by quantities of 
watefj collected, during the rainy season in cavities, on the sides 
of the mountains ; this, in time, becomes so considerable as to burst 
through the surface o*r shell, and carries fragments of rocks, See* 
into the vale below. By this considerable hillocks are removed 
from their place, and sometimes havodtys swept away. Tim U 
dbscrvei to happen during tbmidermttormtp 
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Mr, Pennant supposes^ " this and its neighbours 
*o have been thrown up by some mighty internal 
convulsion :'* (Fid. Snow. p. 152 J and the findings 
fis he says he did, pieces of lava, confirmed him in 
this untenable opinion. It would have been more 
probable had they been in the valley ; falling from 
the mountain they might fortuitously have got into 
these singular positions ; and examples might have 
been adduced in support of the opinion, from places 
where heap of stones, augmented by the accession 
©f others falling on them, have appeared with some 
regularity. An instance of this occurs at the foot of 
Glyder vawr, on the inargin of Llyn peris ; where 
several huge fallen fragments have formed -a cell ; in 
which formerly a person resided, and it new serves 
for a sheep-fold. Many of the stones are sinatlar in 
their position and appearance to those large giwips 
on the sea beach where the tide is strong ; and ad 
they have most of them marine shells imbedded in 
them, they rather support the opinion of the action 
qf water ihanJhe action of fire. To this I will add 
that I have never been fortunateenough to observe, 
in the course of my |;oute, lava,* or any thing that 

* Mr. Peonant; must have alluded to Mnall fragraeotrof {ramteUj 
where the feldspar and iron having been decomposed^ Bad left 
9 cellular appearance^ not unlike^ some specimens of lava ; but |here 
]3| oiv^ close examination, an essentiul difference : The pores of 
these afp lafger towards tkie interior^ whereas those of lava are 
}fiS^ towards ^he surface. Lava affects the magnetic needle, and 
^f ^«cific |[ravity does not exceed 8. Vid. Kir. V. I J. Hornc,^ 
^lende is so altered 'by the atmospheiCi ^as fieqaently to fut pi^ (h^ 
f P|)earance of volcanic mattert ^ 
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eould possibly be construed into volcanic matter. 
Mr. Aiken has nlade the same observation : the 
learned naturalist Mr. Llwyd made it many years tigo; 
{Fid. Phil. Trans. No. 334:) and I can add the tes- 
timony of a gentleman, whose name, were I per- 
mitted to use it, would add honour to these pages, 
and who had travelled over most of table-land in 
Wales. He affirms, that he^ never cotdd discover any 
volcanic mattery nor the least symptom of the action of 
fire amidst these mountains. ^ 

His observation on Mr. Pennant's idea, that Llyn 
du Arddu in Cwm Brwynog has been the crater of 
a volcano is, that every thing in the vicinity, as far 
from encouraging such an opinion^ evidently indicates 
the retreat of waters towards the bowels of the earth., 
The stones about the borders of the lake, and up ltd 
steep sides, lie in a circular form ; and some in the 
Cwms still marking the channels by which they de-» 
scendcd to the lake below. A sketch of this curious 
feet he has been so kind as to furnish me with. 

We must have recourse therefore to the scriptural 
account of the deluge; when the strata of the earth, 
being broken up add reduced ^o a chaotic state, 
fragments of distant hills might have rested thus at 
the subsiding of the waters. Numerous instatices 
of this sort, where separate masses of stone lie upon 
the tops of hills, and mountains, may be seen ia 
Yorkshire, Derbyshire, Devonshire, and CornwalL 

It might have been expected, after the elaborate 
investigations of the learned Kirwan, respecting 
^(tsalt^s and other stones^ asserted to he produced 
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from . subterraneous fusion, that we should have 
beard no more of the matter ; that the volcanic 
gentry would have quietly resigned the property to 
be restored to its right owner, and permitted Nep-^ 
tune to be re-instated in his ancient demesne. But 
Error, like Proteus, when recognised in one shape, 
readily assumes another, and impudently appears 
again at the councils of Truth. 

Infidelity will side with any, rather than with the 
Mosaic, accpunt of things. It supposes that the 
present world arose by gradation, from the bottom 
of the sea ;• or that it was projected from the sun* 
bf the violent concussion of a comet against it, an4 
owes all its irregularities to volcanic explosions. (Vid^ 
Buffon.) And many, fascinated by the ingenuity of 
such remarks, and imbibing an attachment to new 
systems of geology, involuntarily become the dupes 
of Infidelity. 

Not feeling at present any symptom of hydro- 
phobia, I cannot conceive why the internal parts of 
the earth may not abound with water as well as 
fire ; and if the common sense of the unprejudiced 
miner be consulted, who generally has much more 
experience of these subterraneous regions than sys- 
tematic writers on the subject, his answer would be^ 

* This was not new ;' it was only a plausible modification of the 
eccentric conjectures of poor old IVblston ; who thought that the 
present earth was the remains of a fiery comet, which, by having its 
erbit changed by a collision with the sun, gradually altered it9 
pature, till it became what we at present see it } ! ! 
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ftat he has much more to dread from the inundations 
of the one than the depredations of the other. 

When we bear a modern Heraclitus* positively 
asserting, under the profession of Christianity, that 
^^ the present earth arpse from the ocean, and that 
new continents are forming by the action of fire, at 
the bottom of the sea, to rise in their turn ; and 
thus the terraqueous globe has been, and will hey eter^ 
nar^^ls this a moment for the friends of Revelation 
to hesitate, whether they will adopt the language of 
inspiration^ or the bold conjectural assertions of 
these pretending empyrics in the Science of Phy- 
sics Tf 

♦ This Philosopher flourished in the sixty-ninth Olympiad, 
in the time of Darius Hystaspes, before the year of Christ 500 . 
He Held, that '' Fire was the pt'imum mobile ^ and grand parent of 
9]! things; generating. continents and oceans by rarefaction anictmiem-^, 
satioM ; dndf hj an inverse movement, reducing all things again t9 
iheir original state y &c. &c. Fid, Plutarch^ /• 1, 3. 

Whether Dr. H« is acquainted with the works of this antiquated 
sage* or has only beard of them by some French translator^ I knovr 
Bqt ; but his theory is a very simple modification of the doctrines of 
the lulic. School. What could have been the Doctor's motives for 
feviving this obsolete system of geology is not apparent ; except it 
was the same which induced Erostratus to set fire to the temple of 
Plana at Ephesus ; or it can be found in the ans\^er, which a des« 
picable Frenchman once gave to his companion, who remonstrated 
with him on the great impropriety of footing a minuet down the 
middle aisle of St. Peter's at Rome ; *^0n doit /aire quelque chose pour 
4e distinguer "-^Notoriety should be the French motto, in all ages* 

+ Those who have not read the theories of Buffbn, Whitefaorstt 
and Hutton^ would find their time not misemployed, to see what 
pa^cott has collected upon the subject in a snail treatise on the 
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The side of this mountain, and its opposite l^foet 
Siabod, form the long narrow vale of Dyffryn 
Mymbr, in which are the two small lakes of Lly- 
niau Mymbr. These occupy the entrance of the 
vale, at the extremity of which stands the small 
village and church of Capel Cerrig. This dreary 
tract was once covered with thick forests of oat 
and beach. 

Leland, in his Itinerary y V. v. />. 42, says, The best 
wood of Caernarvonshire is by Glynne Kleddcr, antf 
by Glyn Llughy, and by Capel Kiryk, and at Llan- 
peris. Many of the stools are still visible^ and shew 
that the trees must have been of very large siie. At 
present it is destitute of wood.* The.venerable oaks 
are no more. Avarice and dissipatidn have com-^ 

D^ugc, pritited in 176 1, and sold by Prince, in Oxfords To which 
they would do well to add De Luc's GfoUgUal Letters. 

♦ " The causes (says Leland) be these; first, the wood cut down 
was never copissed ; and this hath become a great cause of destroc* 
tk>n through Wales. Secondly^ after cutting down wooddys dlie 
gottys hath so bytten the young spring, that it never grew, b»« 
like shrabbes. Thirdly, men for the nonys destroied the great 
woodis, that they might not harbour theves/* VoU V /. Jf^ 

At a variety of periods mines of diiferent kinds have been 4is« 
jet>vered and worked; and as little coal was (bund, these must fm^^ 
caused a prodigious consumption of wood. Whole forests were de- 
nudated, till the resources became inadequate to the uncieasiAg 
demands, and the mines were at length neglected for want of 
means for the reduction of the ore, , This is the grand reason of so 
many of the apparent wprked^out mines, seen over the face of th« 
country ; which, if fuel could be obtained at an easy rate/ woulj 
again unbosom their treasures to the spirited adventurer* 
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bined to despoil the^e alpine tracts of their sylvaa 
beauty and friendly shade ; and, instead of planting 
upon land that will bear neither grass nor corn, 
which economy would dictate, the great proprietors 
of North Wales seem emulous which shall the 
speediest and most effectually divest of timber hif 
respective domain. 

This plan of stripping the country of one of its 
great sources of wealth, and a total inattention ac 
the same time to the encouragement of a spirited 
and profitable system of husbandry, will operate 
powerfully in diminishing the value of estates ; and 
the baneful effects of such impolitic conduct will 
be sensibly felt before the cause of it is perceived^ 
In Leland's time there was very little corn raised ex-* 
Qcpt oats, barley, and rye, lest the deer should de- 
stroy it. There is less perhaps now raised in thi9 
district from the inability of the farmers to till and 
manure the land sufficiently to ensure a profitable 
crop. 

The farmers are chiefly dairy men : and makfi 
their rents from butter, wool, and lambs : they pos- 
sess a few small cows, numerous sheep of diminu- 
tive size, and herds of goats.* These roam where- 

* These, from a pride that has invaded the farmers herj^ are en 
the decrease. It is considered less trouble, and more genteel, ta 
have a greater number of sheep ; though, in many cases, goats are 
found more profitable ; yielding a rich milk, being more hardy,, 
sdways procuring their own maintenance ; and frequently are foster 
YBOthers for their children, as they axe axxiidst the alps of France audi 
&vitzeilaiid« 

2 
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ever inclination leads, confined by no fences ; and 
frequently, unattended by a shepherd, are obliged 
to have recourse to their own exertions, against their 
formidable enemies the fox^es, who here assemble 
in troops ; and the ravens and large birds of prey, 
who from necessity, in this grainless country, be- 
come carnivorous. The sheep themselves appear 
quite different animals : instead of assembling in 
krge flocks, they form gregarious parties, generally 
consisting often or twelve; of which number, while 
feeding, one stands at a distance as sentinel, to give 
notice of approaching danger. If the guard per- 
ceive any thing making towards the little flock^ be 
turns and faces the enemy, and permits him to ad** 
-Vance within about pne hundred yards. If bis ap- 
pearance be hostile, and he continue to advance, 
the guard then warns the party by a shrill whistling 
noise, till they have all taken the alarm^ when be 
joins them in the rear, and they all betake them- 
selves to the more inaccessible parts of the moun- 
tains. 

During the summer months, they are followed 
by their owners, who leave their winter habitations^ 
and take up their residence amidst the hills; where 
they erect, what are termed havodtys, or summer 
dairy bouses. These are merely huts like the cot- 
tages before described, not unlike the cennes occu- 
pied by the farmers of Switzerlan^d. The furniture 
is equally simple with the building; a few stones 
supply the place of chairs, and bundles of rashes 
along the sides are in lieu of beds. Here the men 
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pass their time in tending their flocks, or in harvest 
work; while the women milk the cattle, and are 
occupied in their* dairies: they milk* both sheep and 
goats as well as cows. A goat yields daily about* 
two quarts of milk, the sheep one. Of these they 
make butter for sale^ and cneese for home consump- 
tion. ^ 

Their mode of living is very simple: Baracyrch, 
with a little hung smoke-dried goat, forms their 
principal food; While their drink consist j of whey, 
or butter-milk, and a few bottles of cwnv, pre- 
served as a cordial in case of illness. They are, as' 
may be escpected from their plain and humble way 
of living, a hardy race ; and free from many of those' 
chronic diseases which are the offspring and con- 
comitants of luxury and dissipation. If medicine is 
deemed necessary, the vegetables in the vicinity fur- 
nish it ; and it is administered by the advice of some 
skilful and venerable matron. 

The season over, on- the approach of the cold, 
they return to their hin drefon, or winter habita- 
tions, where they enjoy the produce of their sum- 
mer labours, and employ themselves in domestic 
concerns. It is usual for the head of the family to be 
skilled in, ^nd to exercise every trade necessary for 
their mode of life ; as that of mason, carpenter, 
smith, wheelwright, shoemaker, Haylor, &c. in which 
occupations the rest of the family assist him ; and 
it is not a little gratifying to observe vith what varied 
ingenuity he performs the several operations of handle 
craft businoKS. 
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The Bottoms consist of meadows aboundipg with 
some tolerable grasses, as Festuca ovina, Agros-* 
Tis capillaris, &c. but too often mixed with a 
variety of' the Carex & Juncus, with numerous 
OaCHis*s and Asphodels, which render the scanty 
crops of hay still less valuable from the badness of 
the quality. • 

The vales were now enlivened by these inde^- 
tigabie mountaineers, busy amidst therr hay making; 
seizing the opportunity which a dry d^y afforded to 
secure it. Some were loading sledges, some with 
horses and panniers, and even men and women car-* 
rying it away upon their shoulders. The continued 
rains bad almost spoiled the crop, and they would 
have b?en deprived of great part of this by the vio- 
lent hurricanes, had it not been for the ingenioug 
precaution which hard- necessity has taught them*; 
that of making v^ry small cocks, and placing a broad 
flat stone a little inclined over each ; which serveiS 
the double purpose of keeping them steady, and de- 
fending them from the wet.* 1 wished them success, 

♦ Whirlwinds, or small tornadoes, are very commoa : they com- 
mence by a distant rumbling noise, similar to that which precedes 
earthquakes in the West Indies; and are seen advancing up the 
Cwms and hollows in a circular direction, and carrying fern, rushes 
moss, slate, &c. with them ; their hay, if unprotected, and fre- 
quently the summer dwellings. Mr. Jones, agent of the mines at 
Uanperis, lelateis, that some time since, some workmen he had em. 
plbyed^to erect a wall on the adjoining hill were terrified by having 
theii wooden boxes, in which they carried their provisions, snatch* 
ednp suddenly by one of these eddies, and carried sixty yards high> 
which soon after feU, shattered to pieces* 
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iHMle I laoiented^ th^t patient industry should be stf 
111 repaid ; as^ after all the anxiety and labour^ to 
have only a spare crop of coarse and ill-tnade bay^ 
However, it was the reserve for the sustenance 
of their cattle^ daring the long winters generally 
experienced here, and the sole dependance for their 
preservation* 

Winding round the base of the lofty Siabodi ta 
the southward, the fine lake of Llyn y Gwynan 
stretches along the vale, abont a mile in length, and 
half a one in breadth^ with thick woods, (a pleasing' 
rarity,) exhibiting the hoary spray of its numeroua 
waterfalls, thfat rush down the rocks into the lake, to 
great advantage. A broad stream connects thi^ 
with Llyn y ddinas^ of equal extent, still confined 
by mountain-barriers, with a narrow strip of ^ass 
lud on one side: the streams, flushed by rains, 
roared down the craggy steep on the other side ; and 
in foaming eddies marked their course across the 
surface of the lake. 

This is the much-admired varied vale of Naht 
Hwynant. The vast mountains that surround it, its' 
transparent lakes, the numerous streams that water 
its verdant meads, the wild Avon Glas Llyn tumb- 
ling down the side of Snowdon from the lofty Ffyn- 
non Las, its picturesque fall^ and the hanging di- 
versified woods, combine to entitle it to-^he^ appel- 
lation, Residence of Beauty. In this vale rises che 
remarkable elevation of Diitas Emris, clothed on all 
sides with wood, which makes a distinguished figure 

P 
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ki British dtc^-y. The .^dcsiaixrvery steqi^ ftiid tffier 
large rdm^arte of alone are still viahle. . * 

. Here* faai^Idsa Vortigern issaidoto bdy0 itocuredt 
htmscif after the disaaters that ftdlow^d bis jm^soKti^ 
treaty. A amall hollow in an ad^<»n( ropk, is called 
Cell y\ Dewyniaidi or Cell of the Diviner^ the at- 
tendants on the court of this British Prince. Among 
ibc^t the €;eile6rated Merlin bore a distingiiiished 
patt^ /fchppe $<Qlryi while it aerves ta amuae, will 
givre ^mc idea <£)f the c^'edqlity and puaiHanimity, 
the fioe a^d ^awardioe^ of thi^ early pm(^ of qmt 
history* 

VortJgeni^ fihd&ig himself tin^la^ td qape with 
tite SaxoDS^ i«}ham iifi had invited iatQ his kingdom^ 
had recourse to magix:, to resist their atta and coun- 
teract their treachery. The or^ouUr advice was^ to 
l\aild ai^ impregnable fortress in Snowdon ; the plan 
Waa; resolved on^ and the building begun: but, as 
fast as the nuitet'ials were collected by day, they were 
removed by an invisible power by night. 

The laagiciana were again convened. To throw 
an air of mystery over impossibslity, they asserted, 
that no building would stand that was not sprinkled 
with the blood of a child^ born without the assistance 
of a &ther. 

The kingdcHKX vms searched ; for metaphysical 

coalition, in aa age when every thing was believed,- 

I 
* Gwrthcyn. if. say to kave^ attempted building 4 castle hcrCii. 
This is ^he Welsh name qf Vortigeni* Vid* Evans, Diss* dc Bordnp, 
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was not deemed improbable. At length a trivial 
accident brought the marvellous being to ^ht. Two 
boys were quarrelling, and one was overlibard to call 
the other an unbegotten knave. The boy and bis 
mother were instantly taken befiDre the king: tho 
confessed that her child was supernaturally begotten 
by an Incubus, The child was adjudged to be sacri* 
£ced ; bot he^ puzzling the wise men with bis qaes« 
lions, and giving a rational account of the fiiilore^ 
be was spared ; obtained his liberty^ and afterwards 
took the lead in the train of Necromancers. The 
explanation he gave, doubtless put into his mouth by 
the contrivers of the scheme^ was^ that the fortress 
was erected in a deep morass ; so tbat^ as soon as 
the heavy stones were laid^ tbey sunk beneath the 
surface. 

Ambrosius^ (for that was his original nanie>) was 
the son of a noble Roman, and his mother a vestal 
virgin ; she, having broken her vows to save her 
hononr and life, invented this iable of a s\q)eniatural 
father; which the ignorance and credulity of the 
times easily admitted.* 

He was called Myrddin Emrys; the name of 
MyrddJn was patronymic from Mertinui AnArosms i 
the surname he took from the Congress'of Magicians 
that decided on his fate; and to distinguish hirn 
from another Merlin, (Wyllt) born in Scotland.-j- 
He was an able mathematician, astronomer, and 

• Fid. Neimiui Euhf, Brit. C. 42. t ViJ. H. llvffi Cam. Brit.. 
f. 65. 

?2 
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cbymist ;* whereby he was able to perform wonders^ 
in tlie eycjs of the vulgar, and to give a probable 
prognostication of future eventd. Hence he was 
supposed, like Bacon, to have had an illtcit con- 
nection with the spiritual world ; and all he did was 
attributed to magic. Numbers of prophecies were 
attributed to him, the divulging or explaining pf 
which waff prohibited by the council of Trent. 

I have now been traversing one of the most won- 
derful parts, and worthy of observation, in the three 
kingdoms j^ which, in point of romantic scenery and 
variety of productions, is not perhaps to be equalled 
by the boasted wonders of the Rhetian alps. The 
views are grand, picturesque, and pleasing:, they 
exhibit a rich variety both of the sublime and beau- 
tiful. Here is nothing of art, so diminutive in the 
scale ; but pure simple nature, wildly and capri- 
ciously sporting, in the formation of her gigantic 

* Like the Tuscan sages, he was through life cpnsidered the son 
of a Geoius ; and like * diem was the author of prophetic visions, 
declarative of the prosperous or adverse events of his country. It 
was the policy of the British princes to command the bards to fbre« 
tt\l, in poetic strains, their success in war, to incite their people 
to deeds of bravery ; for which cause the vulgar supposed them real 
prophets. Hence their gre^t, veneration for the prophetic bards, 
Myiddin Emrys, Taliesin and Myrddin Wyllt, &c. There are 
many of these prophecies still extant ; and the custom of prc^hecy- 
ing did not Cease till Henry VII 's. time; the reason of which h 
mifficiently obvious* 

f Near the walls of a farm-house in this vale grows the Fuma- 

%1X CLAVICXTLATA. 
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productions^ grotesque rocks, towering hills, and 
extensive lakes, agreeably interspersed ^d lying irv 
their bosoms ; whence the most Jimpid ^rooks^an^ 
romMitic streams the eyes ever beheld .roll their, 
salubrious waters down the sides of t^ie. mountainSi 
or meander in pleasing murmurs through the dis- 
tant vales; and then fall in beautiful cascades over 
focky wears ; while the dense foliag© of the over- 
hanging wood just permits the observer to kev the 
whitened foam of th^se agitated waters: Again, 
meeting with farther ol?struction, they obtain new 
strength by accumulation^ and dash headlong dowa 
some dreadful precipice into gloomy excavations 
beneath ; where, thundering and roaring, they con- 
tead amidst impending dissevered fragments o( 
rock, which, by their impetuosity, they frequently 
dislodge, and hurl with resistless force and deafening 
noise to the vale. bejow. * 

In this varied country the mountains seen far off 
put on a pleasing appearance ; but, on a nearer view, 
they inspire terrific ideas. The species of grandeur, 
which accompanies the idea of immensity at a dis- 
tance, charms the sight ; the heart feels absorbed in 
delight, ' while the eye. ranges over this extensive 
chain of enormous and adamantine masses, rising 
one above the other in lofty gradation. The suc- 
cession of soft and lively shades, whose tints are 
tempered by passing clouds, jafFords pleasurable sen- 
sations ; and makes this native wall of rocks, par^ 
take of the beautiful rather than the sublime. 
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But the mind of sensibHity cannot take a nearer 
view of these same scenes without experiencing an 
involuntary teffon The almost-constant snows, 
dteep and inaccessible ascents, gloomy caverns, 
resounding torrents, that precipitate themselves from 
the summits^ the dark forests that here and there 
clothe their sides, and the enormous fragments de- 
tached by time from their foundations : all unite to 
ImprmB the ideas of awe and apprehension. 

It h ift scenes like these, far away from the fas- 
cinating allurements and dissipating examples of 
public life, that the mind becomes unshackled from 
the world ; regains its native freedom of election ; and, 
smiling at the insignificant objects which hitherto 
engrossed its affections, nobly wings its flight and 
gains the skies. Absent from the destructive snares 
of folly and dissipation, I feel my own littleness and 
importance : the veiw of the one dethrones my 
pride ; the view of the other ennobles and elevates 
my thoughts ; the one disarms me of all self-conse-^ 
quence and ^plf-exaltation : the other points to the 
Deity, and discovers my alliance with the Divine 
Mature. I feel gratitude arise towards the Supreme 
Being,^ for bestowing upon me an imagination which 
renders these scenes of grandeur and silence grate- 
ful to my heart, I see the hand of God in these 
Stopondous objects, Alone, I feel his secret pre^ 
sence guide my steps j confess that he is about my 
paths and -about my bed ; and hope I shall fearn to 
acknowledge hina in all tny ways. 
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The tfiMHn6f» ^ the inhdbitantB 'of: tfa!^ ^Ipiiie 
fi*il»paftakfeof tbt nature bf ifie-couhtry/ Tltey 
ffliy B6 fbde, tetii tbey we gftrtcrwst the setrnty 
of their sky renders them hardy ; while the? fescpral 
life mingles a degrep of softness in their character. 
These alpine fefitons, who have seen no better 
housed than their own self-built huts ; no other 
country but their native rocks ; and no other sky 
but their own atmosphere, darkened by clouds and 
deluged by storms ; conceive the whole world to be 
in like manner formed of the same rough materials. 

The heavens do not, however, here always put 
on those unfriendly appearances. The tempest does 
not always rage, nor the forked lightnings strike 
the mountain's brow. The storms subside; the 
6ky becomes serene; and the cheering sun again 
exhilarates the dreary scenes with his enlivening 
beams. Such are the Cambrian's head and Cam- 
brian's heart : kindness succeeds to anger, and ge- 
nerosity to savage fury. 

From history and observation it is evident, that 
the inhabitants of this country are not of a degene* 
rate cast; their sentiments are elevated, and their 
feelings warm. Boldness and intrepidity are in- 
nate. A spirit of liberty still warms their bosoms ; 
and they would trample tyrants and tyranny under 
their feet. 

An inviolable attachment prevails to their coun- 
try : they love their king, and they are grateful 
to Providence, who permits each individual to live 
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peaceably under his own vine and his own 6g tfree, 
r— Happy Cambrians ! may the follies of rreiine<« 
ment^ or the vices of luxury, never interrupt your 
repose! 

Your'sj 
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lETTER JX. 



Dear Sir, * Bangor. 

X HE distance from Caernarvon to Bangor 
is nine miles, of as delightful road as the fancy could 
possibly imagine. The views, whichever way the 
eve ranges, are diversified and picturesque ; to the 
right the alpine scenery wc had just left arose in 
sterner grandeur, flanked by the lesser elevations, 
with the varied Cwms, that separate the chain into 
so many distinct mountains, terminating in wooded 
vales, behind which the aspiring summits recede in 
the back ground from the view. On the left the 
Anglesea shore, with its numerous inclosures and rich 
plantations, intermingled with the seats of Plas 
Coch, Plas Newydd, and Plas Llamdan ; and the 
Menai, opening with all the grandeur of an American 
river, till hid by the thick woods of Vaenol ; where 
is the house of Mr. Smith, an eminent mansion of 
that name. Nothing can exceed th^ beauty of the 
Menai, covered with small craft, and winding to 
- the North-east ; as it appears in the different vistas 
of the woods which cover its margin. Its waters have 
greatly the advantage of a river ; those are frequently 
. piuddy at the return of tide, while these always re- 
tail) their transparency, and that green hue and 
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jfiarkling brilliancy which are the distinguishing 
beauties of Sea-Water. 

As we descend the hill of Vaenol, the sylvan 
scenery opens and exhibits the neat little City of 



Baxgor. 

So called from Bon chdr, (i. e. good Choir.) It lies 
an .^ narrow valley, between two low ridges of slate 
Mck, open toward Snowdon on the South, and 
»about half a mile below the town to the North, e3^- 
panding into the beautiful bay of Beaumaris; the 
low towers of whose Castle are visible from, th^ 
beach, the noble mansion of LordBulkley, at Baron- 
Hill, rising majestically behind. At a distance, 
Puffin's Island, and the high promontory of Orme*s 
Head, are seen to guard the entrance of tbe-harbour ; 
the vast Penmaen mawr, and a line of villages wijb 
cu^ivated fields, abgunding in wheat and barley, lie 
stretched along the shore. This place^ at present 
so small, was once so considerable as to be caHdd 
Bangor vawr^ or the Great.* It was defended |iy 
R powerful castle, built by Lupus, Earl of Chester ; 
the scite of whicb is still visible ot> a precipitous 
bill, about half a mile to the, eastward of the City, 
and the form may now easily be traced by the re- 

^ These are evident traces that this was once a city of con*. 
siderabte extent. It probably covered the whole of the risil^ 
ground now lying between the pre^dnf fdtvn affd the? Mtnai* fa 
pIoQ^hinif, mms of bmldings are ittvfxts^ disobverdd* 
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maining foundations. This is all we could learu of 
its history,* 

The present Bangor however arose from one 8t^ 
greater and more ancient, Bangor Iscoed^ in Flint* 
shire. Among other bcx^ks we consulted for gui* 
dance in our route, was A Walk through fVaUs. 
We entered Bangor with an enthusiastic ardmir^ 
to see the divine river with the elegant bridge ; and, 
more especially, the ruins of its far-famed monastery; 
where a hundred fresh Monks celebrated the praSe 
of God every hour, day and night, (Tid. GUJasJ 
in conjunctiofl with those of Glistonbury and S&lhh 
bury. Conceive the surprise of the party, when, on 
a survey of the place, we could not find sufficient 
Water to be termed a trickling rill. In some instances 
we found our author accurate, and were much pleased 
with the brilliancy of his descriptions ; but we were 
at a most perfect loss how this majestic river could 
have been here in 1797 and not in 1798 ! Examin- 
ing our maps, it appeared, that no such river had 
been known to run here for more than two cen- 
turies ; nor any bridge been beard of, save one pro* 
jected a few years ago by the Irish travelling this way, 
to be built over the Menai ; but the scheme, being 
opposed by the people of Caernarvon, was quickly 
relinquished. 

A geographical friend suggested, that the author 
might have meant Bangor in Flintshire, a small 
village situate in Maeler, on the Banks of the Dee, 

♦ It was occupied as an intrenched camp by the Danes, and.after* 
wardf by the Oliverlan forces^ in their jK)ute tQwards Cjiernarroiu 
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through which the river fatned in song is kncfwn 
to flow, and over which a handsome stone-bridge of 
five arches forms a communication between the 
counties of Flint and Denbigh. This suggestion 
led to an inquiry how the learned antiquarian of 
Bath could have committed such a palpable blunder. 

One of our party, more shrewd th&n liberal, did 
not hesitate to pay the author the same compliment 
which Johnstone paid the traveller to the source of 
the Nile ; " Sir," says he, " the pedestrian Tourist 
jhas never been West of the Severn ;" but, finding 
he was acquainted with the intelligent landlord of tbe 
.Three Eagles, I y^ras still at a loss to conjecture the 
csojSQ of so evident a misnomer in topographical desr 
cription. Taking up Dr. Darwin's Zoonomia, the 
mysterious business was unravelled. In Chap. XIX. 
on Rev^riej the ingenious author observes, ** When 
we are employed with great sensation of pleasure, or 
with great efforts of volition, in the pursuit of some 
interesting train of ideas, we cease to be conscious of 
our existence, are inattentive to time and place, and do 
not distinguish this train of sensitive and voluntary 
ideas from the irritative ones excited by the presence 
of external objects ; though our organs of sense are 
surrounded with their accustomed stiniuli ; till at 
length this interesting train of ideas becomes ei^-r 
hausted, or the appulses of external objects are ap- 
plied with unusual violence, and we return with 
surprize or regret into the common track of life/' 

It immediately occurred, that this might have beca 
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the case with the author in question. Having the 
History of the Massacre of the Monks strong in his 
recoilection^ and his mind wafted back to the period 
when cruelty and devotion were the grand charac* 
teristics of the age, he might have been at the Three 
Eagles, refreshed himself at Hutchins's, and left 
Bangor before he was able to attend to the object^ 
around him. And let him, who is inclined to smile 
at the doctrine, recollect, if he has never beea 
guilty of the like from the force of prior impressions, 
and in instances more important to happiness; 
for oft 

" Our waking dreams prove fataL" 

The British churches, as they had received the 
doctrines of the Gospel from apostolic hands, so foj: 
centuries they were jealous of preserving them pure, 
and transmitting them untainted to their posterity : 
and till the sixth century, they in a great measure 
retained their primitive integrity. But at length, St. 
Austin, with the innovations of Rome, arrived in the 
island, and endeavoured, by intreaty and force, to 
unite the British churches with the see of Rome. In 
some degree he prevailed, but the error$ of that 
church were not so fully received by the Clergy of 
North Wales as those of England, as appears by their 
uniformly rejecting the unscriptural injunction of 
celibacy to the priesthood ; the Clergy being married 
through the whole period, and readily and una- 
mously embracing the primitive principles of their 
churches^ when the Reformation restored them the 
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liberty of ceasstirhption. But the infraction of tbeir 
privileges was resolutely withstood by the Britisb 
Clergy; and, if they were not all perfectly pure in|^eir 
!Ki|rals,* for Gildas unmercifully accuses tbem, yet» 
as a body, they stood forward like men of principal ia 
the cause, and defended it with a determined vigour^ 
becoming persons who were contending for the faith 
once delivered to the Saints* The Batds united in 
their efforts, denouncing woe on such of the Clergy 
pa were remiss and neglected their duty in so perilous 
|i time, when tbeir temporal and spiritual privileges 
. were in danger of becoming a prey to the avarice and 
lapine of unjust invaders. 

jTaliesin has left this curious fragjment. 

Gwaer offeiriad byd, nis anghreifFtia gwyd, 

Ac nis Pregetha. 
Gwae ni cheidw, ei Gail acef]m fugail 

Ac ms areilia. 
GwftQ ni cheidw ri dde&idt fhttjr Bleiddie Rhifcuaiaid^ 

Ai ffon gpwppa. 

Wq« tQ the Prieitft at eve « macs* 
Negkcts to preach, or weed hlscoro. 

And root out all the tares. 
Woe to the shepherd that's remiss 
In watching of his fiock» and is 

Unfaithful in his cares. 

Woe be to him, that doth not keep, 
With shepherd's staflF, his harmfcss sheep 
Ftom Romish wolves and snares. 

s 

This spirited resistanco brought down upon tfaem 
th9 reveogp of R<xiie« Sk. Auatin and bi% Coad^tttocs 
2 
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bad obUmed considerable influence hi several of th^ 
Sl^on Cpurta. JEdelfrid, King of Northumherland^ 
having obtained an advantage over the Strath Clwydi 
Britona, was instigated to turn his arms against the 
Welsh> who were at that time in p«ac|psion of 
Chester. 

On bis arrival near that city, his army being drawa 
up in front of the enemy, he perceived a body o£ 
oien^ without military appearance, stationed in a placo 
of security. Struck at the novelty of the slight, ha 
inquired into the cause, and was told, they were tho 
Monks from the Monastery of Bangor, who had come 
to offer up their prayers for the prosperous event o( 
the day. Enraged at an opposition, so singular in ita 
nature, and stimulated with ^n hatred for a religion^ 
that threatened the destruction of Paganism, Edelfrid 
commanded his army first to assail this defenceless 
and pious troop, who had already fasted and prayed 
three days. Twelve hundred of these unfortunate 
religious were cut in pieces, and fifty only of the 
whole number present at the battle escaped tfat 
enemy's sword. 

After this cowardly act, the Saxon Prince marched 
to Bangor, and, with a barbarism worthy only of 
Goths and Vandals, destructive of tbosie arts whicli 
soften and improve human nature, he entirely laid 
waste that ancient and celebrated seminary of reli-» 
gion and learning, and committed to the flames: its 
Valuable library. Edelfrid then attempted to.peae?^ 
trate into Wales, but his passage over the Dee wnA 
^sputed at Bangor bjr the {^rince of Powis^ wha 
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gallantly sustained the ojbarge, till relieved by CsfdvifTy 
King of North Wales, Meredydd, king of Soiili( 
Wales, and Bledras, the Sovereign of Cornwall. 

When the confederate Princes had joined theii? 
. ferces^ they called in religion to their aid. Dinawd, 
the Abbot of Bangor, delivered an oration to thef 
army ; and, before the action commenced, gave 
orders, that the soldiers should kiss the ground, iff 
commemoration of the Communion of the body of 
CHRisf; and should take up water in their hands 
out of the Dee and drink it, to the remembrance of 
his precious blood* Animated by this act of devotion, 
and stung with resentment for the disgrace and injury 
they had lately received, the Welsh encountered the 
Saxons with great fury, entirely defeated them with 
the loss of ten thousand men, and obliged Edelfrid, 
with the remains of his army, to make, a speedy 
retreat into his own country. 

There was something singular in the event of that 
day, as an act of retributive justice, and as it 
severely punished, in the sight of ISangor, the recent 
and wanton desolation of its Monastery. These events 
are differently detailed by historians, but there is no 
doubt as to the authenticity of the facts, since they 
are admitted by all, without a single exception ; and 
they serve strongly to prove what inveterate rancour 
there is in the human heart against real religfon ; and 
that, when its enemies endeavour to suppress or op- 
pose it, they generally aim the weapons of their 
inalice at the persons of its Ministers. 

After this massacre^ which happened A. D. 503y 
the remaining Monks were dispersed. Some of 
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rfxem were collected under Daniel, son of Danawd' 
Or Dionothus^ at this place, where he founded a col- 
lege for the educatbn of youth, and gave it the name 
of fiangor^ from whence it was removed, A church 
was soon erected, and it was made a Bishop's See,^ 
hy Maelgwyn, and Daniel consecrated Bishop of it 
by Dabriciu8> Archbishop of Caerleon* Fid* Roiv* 
Jand^ p. 153. 

The church was endowed With lands and franchises 
by Maelgwyn^ A, D. 550, who is related to havebeen^ 
so struck at the criminality of his past life, that he' 
resolved to devote the residue to the cloister. But 
the pleasures of the world, to which he was too much 
addicted, induced him to relinquish the design, and 
again to return to the affairs of court, and his former 
habits of criminality* 

The Deanery was founded by lago ap Beli, A. D*. 
603^ and further endowed by Anarawd, A. D. 878 ; 
iind still further by Edgar, in the reign of Howel ap 
Jefefi who is said to have built a parochial church, 
dedicated to St. Mary, behind the palace. The 
cathedral was destroyed by the Saxons, 107 1. It was 
rebuilt by King John, A. D. 121^- In 1402 it was 
burnt and pillaged by Owen Glyndwr^ and lay in 
ruins for near a century. The choir was restored by 
Bishop Deny, and the present body and tower built 
by Bishop Skeffington, 1534- The tower was to 
have been raised to twiCJe its present height, but the 
Bishop's death prevented the executioiji. Indeed the 
mixed and orHamciital architecture mark the time of 

Q 
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Henry VII. It is built cruciform and consists ^ a 
large nive, transept and choir; but the effect of th^ 
transept is lost on one side by a new Register Office, 
lately erected, which greatly disfigures th? external 
appearance of the building. 

Among the remains of eminent persons that lie 
here, are those of Gryffydd ap Cynan, who died 
A. D. 437 ; but no vestige of the shrine remains. 
Beneath a simple arch lies the body of Owen Gwy« 
nedd, the wise and valiant Prince of North Wales, 
who obtained this high encomium — •* He died re- 
gretted by his friends, and feared by his enemies^ 
A. D. 1 167." Part of Bishop Skeffington is depo<- 
sited here, whp died in 1530 ; aind who> b^ a ^qh 
gular will, directed, that his body should be interred 
at Beaulieu, of which monastery he had been Abbots 
and bis heart deposited it Bangor^ before the image 
of St. Daniel. 

The choir is fitted up in a style of neat and simple 
elegance, by the munificence of the present prelate, 
and Ornamented with a good organ, the gift of Dr. 
Thomas Lloyd, 1779- The service of this cathe- 
dral IS performed with reven^ntial decorum, and a 
true solemnity of devotion ; and a regulation has 
been made by the Bishop, to accommodate all the 
i nhabitants of Bangor and^he environs^ The service 
is performed in Welsh, at seven o^clock in the mora- 
ing, in English at eleven, and in Welsh again at 
four in the aftemoonv 

The chapter consists of aX)eaii,threeArch-deaconS| 
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two Precentors, two Vicars^ six Mi'iiior Canons, six 
lay Clerks, and eight Cbbrist^s, with an income of 
2060/. per annum. 

The Bishop's palace^ fe to the North- west. of the 
cathedral, and was rebuilt by Bishop Skeffington ; 
and though, it has of late been greatlyjmproyed, it is 
far from being so magnificent as thos^ of his epis- 
copal brethren in England. 

I had to lament, that a trifling dispute with his 
Chancellor had driven the present Diocesan from 
his residence ; and with little prospect of his return^ 
While I regretted the c^use o/" his absence, I was 
induced to ask whether any motives of private pique 
or improper conduct on the part of an individual, 
could justify a christian Bishop in the dereliction of 
his solemn and impartial charge ? leaving his Clergy 
to their own discretion, unsupported by bis zeal, and 
without encouragement from his example ? and 
this at a time too, when, with a laudable regard for 
discipline, he was enforcing parochial residence 
among his Clergy with the most rigorous exaction ? 
' It is to be hoped, his Lordship v;ill speedily recover 
from all , selfish considerations, and, placing the 
petty reflection of a single opponent's insolence or 
iajuries in the scale with the weighty appendages 
of a mitre, will be induced to return to his cathe- 
dral, again animate his diocese by bis presence, 
and be a blessing to his neighbourhood by his 
wonted liberality.*. 

* While this work was going to press the bifthop d&ed, as it is sai<^ 

a2 



Digitized by 



Google 



2^S TOU& THROUGH NQATK WALES; 

The house called the Fricry, stood at a small dis« 
tancc from the city, founded .1276, or as Tanner; 
says by Tudor ap Gronvvv, Lord of Penmynydd, 
1^07, It was probably 2l housq of Minor or Franciscan 



of a irolen heart. It was with pleasure and indignation 1 rcceiYcd 
from an impartial adherent to truth, resident on the.^t, an ac 
count of the real cause of his absenting himself from his diocese* 
Indignation at the nialice and iniquity which raised the persecution, 
and pleasure at the .integrity of principle and rectitude of conduct 
which provoked it. Dr. Wafrcn was an instance of a christian 
Bishop being* cruelly persecuted, 'driven from his charge, and 
hunted like a beast of prey, in a country where christianit}'' is pro- 
tected, and csriiililhed by. law, and at the close of %\v^ eighteenth 
century* Too honest to be the toad-eating tool of men, vulgarly 
denominated the great : and too holy to forego his solemn engage- 
mcnts, and make the patritnony of the church a treasury for 
electioneering bribes ; he was pursued with every engine that malice 
could invent, or money procure* He was represented as a monster 
of iniquity, though ais innocent as a lamb $ and the fortitude and. 
resignation with which he long bore the taunts and threats of his 
enemies, was only exceeded by their malicious industry and relent- 
less fury. Their hatred was inexorable, their revenge insatiable. 
Vile reports, paragraphs in newspapers, and periodical publications ;- 
anonymous pamphlets, ridiculous caricatures, and menacing letters 
of assassination, were some of the, instruments made use of; and 
from the affair of Aml-wcb Churchy till the day of his death, he 
had not a moment's respite. And what had he done ? Imparrially 
might he have summed up his- defence, as one did of old, '* Est 
tftihi tupfUctunty causa fuisse^ fium*** He is gone, whtfre the 
wicked cease from troubling, and the weary are at rest. And I, 
would charitably recommend to the relentless persecutors of the good 
fiishop,' be they nohU or iguob/e, seriously to prepare to meet the 
injured prelate at that tribunal where there is no respect of petsotis : 
and where impartial justice alike awards to the injurer and injured 
t&ir respective retribution* ^ . 



Digitized by 



Google 



TOU& THKOUGH S^ORTU WALES. 22^ 

Friers^ as was another at Beaumaris, founded by 
Llewelyn, l!i30, and ideidicated to Si. Francis.* A^ 
grant of it was made by Edward VI. to Thomas 
Brown and Williiam' Breton j. who garc it to Doctor 
Glynn, to convert into a, free school, 1557. It 
has long been* in high repute, as ar training sen^' 
SBury for Oxford, and. Tmnity College,; Dublin. A; 
very handsome school-house has been lately erected/ 
and ;the. present master. lii the ReV.B. Williams, of 
Christ Church College, Oxon, with in income of 
^^00 per annum. : 

At a small distance from the city, is one of 4h« 
six femes into Anglesea, called Borth \ which befng 
considered the safest, is more used than all the 
others. There is a good inn oil this side for the 
adeotnmodation . of passengers, beautifully situated 
in hanging gardens: on 'a- rock, that overlooks th^ 
Menai : on the shdre grows abundance of the 

COCHX-EABIA OFFICINALIS, C. DANICA, PaPAVBB 

Cambricum, Lichen fuscus, L. lanatus, L. 

CCERULESCENS,*' BrYUM VERTICILLATUM, * BySSUS 

AUREA, and AsPLENiuM LANCEOLATUM ; and on the 
rising ground, between the city, ao4..tl>^fewyj'j^he 

HyPEBI^UM ANGUSTIFOLIUJtf, BUd GaLI^BP^S|S VJI^ 
JU)SA.' • . > 

The sit«^tioo qf Bangor, renders it peculiarly 
eligible as a place of resideqce. There arc a inum-r 

• " A Priory of White Friers^ by Bangor>, dedicated to Jc^.'* 
(Vid* Leland.) But for this we had not known whether they ha^ 
"been black, white, grey, crutclicd, begging, or preaching friars, 
s& this nullified order. 
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ber of genteei houses belonging to the clergy and 
gentry who reside near ; and the whole being white* 
washed, and covered with slates, have a neat and 
comfortable appearance. The variiety of vsevs and 
pleasant walks, the sea, the vicinity to Caernar- 
von, and ;the rgreat Irish and Londoa road passing 
through thcLpJace, ai»e indncenlent^ not usually met 
y^ith together.! . 

Free froni ibe-.bo^tleiof .larger, and the intrigues 
()f more polished cities, it seems fitted for social re« 
tirement: where the mind may have leisure for. in- 
vettigation and reflection, and occasionally £nd re- 
lief from its weariness in the relaxation of friendly 
intercourse. \: /; 

Struck with the place on my entering into It, a closer 
<>b3ervation of the; distinct parts that formed the 
^reeable whole, served to. confirm my opinion, and 
rivet my attachment : and with all the enthusiaso) 
of Horace for bis favourite Tibet^ I exclaimed, 

• " Banchor Arvona ppsitum colono. 
Sit meae sedes, utinam senects." 

I wished to take up my abode in this highly fa^ 
v^Ured spot ; to give free range to my partialities 
for naturial history, in a country that afforded- such 
opportunities for its^ pursuit-; atid' onlj^ regretted 
that the duties of my station*' called mef to a' more 
public situation. 

. I bad forgof'to inform you that we put up at the 
Three Eagles ; where we met with good accoramo* 
datipns and the most pointed civilii-y from otirc host) 
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}At. HutchinsJ whose urbanity of manners^ and 
tttemiva information will induce those, who have 
Qtme experienced it, to make an eiFort to spend 
their halting day at Bangor. 

About a mile below the city, on the shore^ is a 
considerable salmon snare: it is formed by posta 
driven into the ground, at certain regular diitances^ 
and the intervals clp^ed with watling or wicker* 
work. The fence, which forms a snare, is about 
ten feet high, and six or seven hundred yards in 
length, of a semicircular shape. The fish roll in 
with the flood tide, and "as it ebbs, they are' fatally 
debarred returning to the ocean, by this ingenious 
device : hundreds of salmon, with immense quan-« 
iSttes of other fish, are frequently taken at one 
tide. This fishery is the property of Lord Pen-* 
bryn; but is let to fishermen at a very considerable 
rental. ' 

The Menai abounds with eels, crabs, lobsters^ 
cockles, perewinkles, limpets, and other shell fish. 
Informed that many of them were within our reach, 
the tide being. out, we determined to satisfy our cu-» 
riosity. . . 

The beach is covered, with large stones, washed 
ttpby the violence of the tide : under many of these 
there are cavities filled with water ; in which are se-» 
Cfeted quantities of eels, crabs, &c. which were 
disooverable on turning over the stones. The taking 
them is attended with . some -difficulty, owing to 
the slippery quality of the one, and the griping fa-, 
culty of the other ; but, at the same time, affords 
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tt pleasing and profitable amusement, A lar^ .aV 
sortment was the result of our diversion % and a 
second edition of the pleasure^ devoid of the ioil^ 
was furnished by the delicious repast. 
;: So prone is man to neglect, if not to despise^ the 
good within his power^ that you will not be surprised 
to bear^ the poor of the neighboucbood do not take 
advantage of this constant supply which Providence 
has thrown in their lap. 

' Another walk furnished us with new scenes for 
observation. Two miles from Bangor is Aber Cegid, 
a small creek, through which the Ogwyn empties 
itself into the Menai, fordable at low water ; on this 
creek a new port is fast rising into consequence^ 
formed at the expence of Lord Eenhryn, (and called 
after his name) for the advantage of his Lordship-s 
slate quarries, which are four miles above at Dolawyn, 
near Llyn Meirig, in the mountains of Ogwyn. 
The situation of Port Pentyin is convenient, being 
weR sheltered by the Anglesea shore, and vessels o^ 
three and four hundred tons burthen ride securely 
close to the quay, to take in their lading; there 
were vessels now here from London, Bristol, and 
Liverpool ; but the chief trade is with Ireland ; 
this is made the grand dep6t of the slate trade ; and 
spacious warehouses are erected for that purpose; 
the hills from whence they are procured are some of 
those secondary mountains that form the first para-* 
pet pf the Snowdon chain. The slates are of all 
sizes, frotp large tomb*stones and slabs for pavement, 
down to the smallest si^e used for roofing; theji^ 
are distributed into the respective size? and qualities, 
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acoofding to the schem^^ and sold at the fdlowinj; 
fmsB, ibr m^ney onjy. 

^ ^ s. ^/ 

Duchesses per 1000 3 10 O 

Countesses '. i ditto • . 2 jO O 

jLadies . • ditto • . 1 CO 

Doubles . ; ditto ..Oil O 

Singles ............ ditto . . O 5 ' 

I^atents .....per ton 1 6 o 

Rags ..,....: ditto ..018 O 

Kiln Ribs , . . : * '.v. . per yard O O 3 

Near the part a large manulaclory of cyphet- 
ing slates, ink-stafid^ and other fancy articles, ts 
carried on by an ageot of his Lordship^ through' 
ivbose politeness we obtained the above statement; 
'and the following account of the process of the 
manufactory. 

The rude slates from the mines are . first reduced 
to shape and sixe by a small 4sdged tool, similar 
to a plaisterer*8 hatchet, the slate being prevpdsly 
placed on the edge of an iron plane, fixed vertically; 
tb^ are then taken to the scraper^ who,* with a small 
piece of tbio steely takes off thfe impr«fect Jamioir^ 
and reduces thc'^uHaceto a level ; they are: passed 
into pther hands, who grind t^em with a fiat stone ; 
afterwards polijsbed' by the. actions of water and 
slate-powder ; and being stained with ia black water- 
colour and framed, are piled up in grosses for ex- 
portation. .They are distinguished into two sizcs^ 
large and small, pri^e of, the large, 5^5 per gross, 
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and the small £l 6s. ditto* To sach a degree ot 
proficiency have the Welsh arrived in the mafiufiic- 
taring of this article, that they are able to under- 
sell the Dutch^ while the quality is much better. 
The ^slates imported from Holland are always rough, 
and of an indifferent colour on one side, while those 
of Wales are equally coloured and polished on -both: 
a sure criterion of the two manufactories. At a 
small distancQ from the port, a handsome bmlding 
attracted our notice: a set of hot and cold sea* water 
baths^ with dressing-rpoms, &c.; they exhibit, in their 
design and execution, the taste of the architect, and 
the liberality, of this owner. The building, . for the 
boundage of the daily 'tides^ stands iax ^nt, «iad a 
communication is fornned with the park by ahainaz^ 
ing high carriage terrace, whence the. surrounding 
, Ti^ws on the Menai are seen Xo great advantage. 
Entering the park, the turrets of the noble mansion 
of Penhryn appear^ standing on the summit of a 
liilli formerly embosomed wkh a gibve of vendrable 
loaks, which have now given place to more modern 
plantations. 

This wa« once a r^yal residetice^ and the {R-esent 
mansion is supposed to have b^en erected upon the 
iscite of a palace occupied by Molwynog, prince oi 
North Wales* In §87^ it was leveUed to the ground 
by Mercdydd ap Owen. ', Llewelyn bestowed it upon 
yardyr ap Trahaiarn ; and in the r^gn of Henry VI. 
It was rebuilt on a smaller scale by Gwilim ap 6ryf« 
^-dd. In Leiand's time it was inhabited by a Mr. 
Fpwel ; and hi the reign of Elizabeth it was ^e 
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property and residence o( the celebrated naval 
commander Piers Gr^ffyd, who so nobly distin- 
guished himself in the defeat of the Spanish Ar- 
mada. . 7. ' 

The present possessor is Richard Pennant, created 
September l6th 1783, Baron Penhryn^ of Penbryn, 
in the county of Loath. His Lordship married 1765, 
Ann Susanna, daughter xsf Lieutenant-General War- 
burton, of . Winningtori, in the county of Chesti^r, 
in whose right he possesses a moiety of the estate. 
The buildings inclose a la^ge area or quadrangle, 
with a giteway, tower, chapel, vast hall, salbcm, 
and 6tber apartments. Thewhole has lately under^ 
gone a thorough repair; and numerous^ alteration*, 
still preserving the Gothic: «tyle, have been made 
under the direction of that able architect, Mr. 
Wyatt. An old drinking born is pi^efierved ds a relic 
of the former hospitality of Penhryn ; it w consider- 
^ as very ancient, but the initials ^. G. &c. tend ti» 
a 4bnjecture, tHat it is not oldier than the time of 
Eiiaabeth. It is a large ox's h^r n, enriched wkh sil- 
very' and suspended by a chain of the sam6 metal. 
Among the ancient Welsh, according to the Leges 
WaJlue, the following distinctions prevailed: 1st, 
YComyddyfoyBrenin^ or tb^ prince's horn ;*-^ 
2, Corny C^w4itiaf3 or that by which the domestics 
of the palace were assembled ; — and 3, the Corny 
fencynydd^ the chief huntsman's, {vtd. 311.) On 
festive days, it was a favour granted to the chief ofw 
ficers.to drink out of the prince's horn, and to 



Digitized by 



Google 



236 TOUK THSOUGH NORTH JTXLKS^ 

the inferior domestics out of those belonging ta the 
Miperiors. The etiquette of the ceremony was> 
that its contents (strong metbeglin) must be quaf- 
fed ai one tip ; and the horn blown by the person 
ivbo 4rdnk last, to show there was no flinching. 
Such horns w^re in use among tt^e Saxons^ Danes, 
and Scotch, and most northern natrons. Johnson 
mentions one preserved at Danvegan^ the seat 
of Macleod; '^ An ox's horn hollow, so as to 
hold two CpaLtts, which the heir of Macleod was 
expected to swallow at one draught, as a test of 
jbi^ manhoo<f, before he was permitted to bear arms, 
. or could claim a seftt among the men.? (Fid. Jioum* 

iotheHeb.) ' 

. The south entrance into the park, is by a grand 
gateway in the style of a triumphal arch, and corre- 
sponds with the magnificence of the mansion. The 
jriver Ogwyn, which used to extend its waters over 
awide^tony bed, is confined within narrow limits^ 
>nd the different falls in it form ^pleasing cascades^ 
which are seen from the front of the house, through 
yistas cut for thd purpose, in the plantations;, in 
Itgrpws the Confcbva fluviatilis. . His lordship, 
has inclosed his park with a slate fence, made of the 
jiatural pillars of the quarry, they are about *five 
feet long and six inches broad, and are fastened 
to the railing by wooden pins. 

On a small eminence, just above tbe> banks of the 
Ogwyn, stands the very neat structure of Uandegai 
<^urcb ; i\, is b^ilt cruciform, the tower resting upon 
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four arches in the centre of the building ; the stylets 
perfect Gothic, and marks the age of Edward IIL 
The church^yard is indosed by a slate ierice rouod 
the bottom of the cone-shaped hill; which, with the 
neatness of the edifice, and the perspicuous situatioo^ 
gives it a pleasing appearance ; it is celebrated for 
being the burial-place of Archbishop Williams : a 
mural monument,* with the figure of the prelate in 
his archiepiscopal robes, kneeling before an altar, itf 
placed over his remains. This great man was long 
the subject and the sport of fortune for a series of 
years : he successively enjoyed her favours, was ex- 
alted to the see of Lincoln, became lord-keeper of 
the privy-seal, and was made metropolitan of York? 
while in the former station, he was tried by his peers^ 
and being found guilty of subornation, suffered inw 
prisonment from 1637 to l640. After being liberated, 
he was raised to the archiepiscopal see of York : be-? 

* On sight of this monument, Dr. Davis felt himself poetkallfr 
inspired) and produced the elegant lines preserved in Dodsky's coU 
lection. Vol. 6* 

After lamenting over the fallen honours of the degraded Prelate, 
he breaks out in an animated apostrophe* 

<* Could not thy Lincoln yield her pastor room, 
Coqld not thy York supply thee with a tomb ?'* 

•And ends with this pleasing moral. 

'' Envied Ambition, what are all thy schemes 
But waking misery, or pleasing dreams ; 
Sliding and tottering on the heights of state« 
The subject of this verse declares thy yJr/^* 
Great as he was, you see how small the g^itt 
A burial so obscure^ a rnUse so mean." 
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ing shortly after banished, he d-ied at the house of Sir 
Kog^r Mostyn, of Gloddacth, in 165Q, aged 69. Mr. 
Pennant W Said, <^ that he mDst b^ considered as a 
wise, rather than a good rtan ;" he ijs charged with 
being haughty, highly resentful, Hod his character 
fraught with duplicity ; the protest he 'made -in the 
House of Lords* is produced as a proof of the for- 
mer, and the advice he gave his unfortunate niaster,-f* 
with regard to the Earl of Strafford, of the latter. 

It must be confessed, that in his political conduct 
the archbishop discovered too ^uch of the cursed 
doctrine of Machiavel, " a puilic and a private €on^ 
wmceT but it should be remembered, that he lived 
in times when political and moral order were tram- 
pled under feet : when tbe.spirit of party ran so high^ 
8S 10 overwhelm the consideration of strict justice : 
and the v^ant of charity and honour were lost in the 
jH"ovQoations of injury, and the prevarications sug- 
gested by the sudden impulse of self-preservation. 
He retired, in the latter part of his life, to the peace- 
ful retreats of North Wales, devoted his life to me- 

* In 1641, on the debate for taking away the votes of Bishops 
in the House of Peers, he, by an impassioned speech, induced eleven 
Bishops to join him in the protest against all Acts that should pass 
the House during their forced absence ; for this they were im- 
peached of high treason, and doomed to eighteen months imprison- 
ment, but soon after released upon balL The Archbishop was ba- 
nished his diocese during the disturbances in the county of York. 

+ His advice to Charles wafs, in case the King cot^ not win 
Cromwell by ^omises and fair treatment ; Id have recourse to stra« 
tagem, to secure his person and put him todeath* 
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dltatioQ and prayer^ and is said to have met death 

with a fortitude that must have been inspired by a 

believing hope and a resignation^ that bespoke the 

faith of a Christian* 

I am, 

Yo^rs^ 

J. K 
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LETTER X 



DsAa Sir, Conway* 

1-iEAVING Bangor, with regret, as we pro* 
cceded towards Conway the country increased in the 
richness and variety of the views t the Menai here 
begins to expand itself from the harbours of Beau-^ 
maris and Conway into the Irish sea, beyond the 
Jetting promontories of the great and little Ormes-- 
head : the lofty Ogwyh stretching away to the easj;- 
ward, the sullen Penman-Mawr in front, aud the ?a« 
riety of shipping to and from the harbour of Liver- 
pool in the distant offing, beguiled the time till we 
found ourselves in the small, but celebrated village 
of Aber, at the entrance of a glen, that runs in about 
two miles, bounded on one side by a mountain co- 
vered with wood5, and on the other by a tremendous 
slate rock, called Maexy Gaer. In the upper part 
of the glen, a semicircular rock presents itself, over 
which, in wild uproar rolls an impetuous mountain 
torrent, consisting of a double fall, the lowest of 
which may be about fifty feet, and forming a broad 
and white sheet of water, whose dashing foam pro- 
duces a snowy spray or dew, not unlike the Stan* 
bauch observed by travellers amidst the Alps. 
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The pleating situation of the inn^ under a grciup> 
of mountains rising in proud pre-eftinenee above 
each other in the back-^ound^ While Angk^a dis**: 
plays her wooded shores in fronts may indilce the 
tttvdlef to spend a day at 

AfifiA. 

Near the village is a conical mounts on which for^ 
merly stood a castle^ the palace Of the princes of 
North Wales; in digging lately^ some remains of 
its foundation were discovered : it was here Llew-^ 
el]rn received the luiAtnons to deliver up theprin'^ 
dpality to the crown of England^ upon thi^ three qua* 
lified conditions advised by the Aix^bbishop of Can-^ 
terbory, and which produced (be ^{Mrited memorial^ 
winch, for its animated and eloquent diction^ might- 
have reflected credit on a more polished age^ and at 
once discovered the oppressive measures pursued by 
Bdward^ and the ii^rious treatment the Welsh ex- 
perienced from their haughty neighbours. (Fid. 
Powell) 

This is one of th« ferries to Anglesea : when the 
tide is out, the Lavan sands are dry for four miles 
over which the passenger has to walk to and from the 
cban^el, where the ferry-boat plies ; these^ frequently 
sbiftii^, render it highly dangerou3> and several in* 
stances have occurred of persons having been lost> at* 
tempting to cross them. As many are under the ne- 
cessity of adventuring, a wise and humane precau- 
tion has beea adopted : the large bellof Aber.is rung 

R 
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(fefystantly during foggy Weather, to direct * iBose ^ 
(doming from the kland by. its $ound to that iiut 
across the sands which is estc^puhed the least periloas^ ^ 

Passing the em%\l village and church of Llanvair* 
Vychan, a vast promontory, rising abruptly, Kke the: 
Rock of Gibraltar, from the ocean, presents itself in 
tremendous majesty, and with its grey and weather- 
beaten sides, forms a fine contrast to the verdant 
nfeads and'fertiles fields of the sttrnnuiding couotiy. 

The cefebrited Pass of ... 

.. ^enmanMaw?.. 

Was justly onbe ihe terroi< of the traveller;: the 
mountain, protnidi% iCfeelf into the sea, afforded but 
arvery narrow passage ftlbng a «belf on its side for the 
terrified traveller : under his f^pet were shov^ers of 
rude stones ihat impeded his progress : beneath, some 
hundred tfathoms down, the roaring ocean :* and^ 
above his head, the over-hanging precipice, that mo- 
itieritarily threatened toov^^rwhefan him, or hurry him! 
headlong down tb© <iraggy steep: The danger, from 
the steepness of the mountain, and the crumbling- 
strata under his feet, increased with his progress, and 
one false step in different parts must have inevitably 
proved fatal ; it was lorrg a terror to the neighbour- 
Koodj and the winter evenings were fearfully occu- 
pied in 'reciting, the dangers and the accidents of 
Penman Mawr. 

In 1772*, ah application was made to Parliament, 

• The road could only have been repaired at this time, not entirely 
made, as some sute> it being^lefended by a wall towards the sea tt ai 
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and a generous aid was grintdd for the pttr{)ose of 
improving and securing this part of the rodd to Ho*- 
lybead. A voluntary subscription, in which* the city 
of Dublin bore a distinguished part> was also added ; 
and under the judicious management of that able 
engineer^ Mr. Silvester^ what was deemed beyond the 
power of human art to remedy^ was speedily effected ; 
the foad is vtridened a proper breadth for carriages to 
pass each other^ by cutting the solid rock ; while the 
side towards the sea is secured by a wall built upon a 
series of arches^ meeting the irregularity oi- the pre- 
cipice^ with circular holes at regular distances^ to take 
the great quantities of water that descend from the 
mountain in rainy seasons. One obstacle^ however^ 
yet remains, that will probably for ever baffle the ef- 
forts of ingenuity : the sides of the mountajin in son^ 
{^aces rise nearly perpendicular the whole of the 
height ;* but, in others, they project over the present 
road, and many disjointed masses, of precadous te- 

muctk earlier period. ** We went over the famous precipice called 
Penman Mawr, which fame has made abundance more frightful than 
it really is ; the rock is, indeed, very high, and if any one should 
fall from it he would be dashed in pieces ; yet, on the other hand, 
there is no danger of ftlUng; and besides, there is nonva *waU 
huilt all the nuaj :0Q the edge of the precipice to secure them* 
Those who have been at the, hill or pass of Enterkeu, in Scotland^ 
know very well the danger there is much greater,** Vid* a Tour 
in Great Britain^ printed hj Strahan^ 1725* 

* Caswell, who was employed by Mr. Flamstead to measure its 
altitude, reported it 1545 feet above the beach at low water* 

» 2 
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iiiir6, thfeattfn tocrudh tketivvelfer mf^tsmM. The 
strata having hft eJH'th w^had flWuy by lorrQntg^ i^iid 
fetided by severd frosts, fragtfiarriii At kitervab fiflly 
and| for a time, render the rodd utiefty itnpMsffble: 
lapses of this kind are tkx itnfmquent^ aiHl men are 
employed to separate these huge tnasste in pieces^ by 
blasting with gtttipdvrder, to fadlitaie their rdmaval ; 
ftuitibers of sach were now lying in the road of sere- 
fal tons Weight eMh \ it sometimes happens^ that tte 
goats^ skippng fra^m enig to crag^ to browse the ai« 
pine shru^ deUM^ fragments aafiiciemly lar^ from 
the Spdee whi<gh ibey pass through to proire fa^ ta 
persons passing at the time ; the traveller, therefore^ 
eannot divest himself of all fear^ nor abmlwtdiy feci 
himself seciire from danger^ 

Ori the ^atttmiec^ a hill called firaieb ijddmas^ ris* 
ing out M Pencha^il) are the ruins cf a oastle^ the 
fortifications of V^hicb were eapable of cdfrtaihihg 
20,000 men ; the remains of waDs ani still '8ta»41ng«> 
and a well that supplied the garrison is constantly 
fbll of water, famished by the condebsed vapour of 
the mountain. A very faithful description of this i^ 
given in Gibson's edition of Camden, Vol. II. p. 80^. 

This was considered the strongest post possessed by 
the Welsh in the district df Snowdbn : it was of greal 
magnitude, and so strong by it -naturttl pbSitidn, chat 
a hundred men might have defended themselves agaihst 
an army ; in that age it was deemed impegnable, 
and here it was the remains of the Welsh army ^ete 
posted pending the negoeiation between £dward and 
Llewelyn. 
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* Thft mountain «bo!»Qd$'«vkh (Jiis €»AT^&9ft AMk, 
but we sought in vain. ft>r the Npodeaeiipt Plant, 
which IS called Apaleur pren, whose fruit resem* 
bles a lemon, and is said to grow upon the top of 
"Pcnmaen ; we were infonii«<i that conitiintial attempts 
bave been made to transplant it from tlits elevated 
situation wkhout ^fRtoit ; ' the last attempt -Wos made" 
-by Lord Bulkley ; it wai transplanted ituojhis garden 
at Baron ^HiW, but so^n dwindled and dkd. Cfhis 
failure mi^t be ^eeoniH^A (ot^ frofti a general error 
riot only df HorticuUuristi but ^Sotatiists tfttetlhscflvea, 
tbat plants which ^re ifhe l(lh)d:)itidt)ifti of bills and 
mauAtains require a ^ry cots' : whereas, en the con-, 
-trary, most idptne f)flants delight in a ^t soil : their 
•element is water, not to mention the abundance of 
rArti anff lbe eonstatU ooEings bf numeroits spring^ ; 
life kahhafs 6f many «re th6 Peat boos, with vihidi 
^GjflAti an^ surmnits of uncultivated hills constantly 
slbdund.' It is timethis fundamental rrtistake was re- 
moved from the regions of Botany. 

In this vicinity are a variety of D^iiidical and Ro» 
man remains t Cromlechs, Camedds, Meini hirioh, 
old forts, Sec. an(| the whole parish of Dwygyvylcbi 
furnishes abundant malter oi speculation fof the 
leawied^ntiquary. - 

A small rivulet of the same nanoe divides the little 
from the great Penmaen, and the hollow which usad 
to be a ravine is nearly filled, and a bridge thrown 
across the stream.. Ascending the laborious steep of 
3^ch;iant^ and levying Castell Caer Ueion (o tfie 
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.Jeft, we descended a bill for two miles, and entered, 
through iht Forth ucha, the town of 

. Conway. 

It stands uppn tl^e river Conway, called by Pto* 
lemy, Conovius, and which, at high water, is here a 
mile over. The river rises oiit of Wyn Conwy, at the 
.aouther^n extitibity of the county, in the mountains 
:of Penmachno; the name Kytmvy signifies the great 
TOr* .chief river, ^nd it perhaps deserves this appella- 
tion, 9^it^ is one of the noblest streams of its length 
\m EuPGipe:: ijei.thjs cpursc^ of twelve miles, it receives 
-w many -rivuleis as tp h^ able to bear ships of 
il^rthen ;: and^ forsm&ll cr^ft is ipavigable to Llanrwst 
^'Bridge, ^Gamden s^ys ihif^. river abounded, with a 
^species of musole {Musculus nigif ^(^mmum crassis" 
csmoj & ponderosissima 'of Lister) -^called JTr^^ 
vditiw^ producing valuable ^pearis.1^ ; According to 
.PJiny, they welre^ifisbed for and held jn high repute 
by the Romans. A breastrplate, studded with Bri« 
..tish pearls, having been dedicated by Julius Caesar to 
^Venus Genitrix, and placed in the temple pf that 
goddess at Rome, 

• - • It is a prevailing opinion, thpt Sir Richard Wynne, 
of Gwedir, presented Queen Catherine with a pearl 

: tiaken in this river, whiph has ^ place to tl)is day in 

* the regal Crown. 

. ^ ♦ Mr. Pcnftant; terms this sBdl.fish Mya margarltifera* Pearls 
. are a disease ^ ix\ the fishj similar to the stones in the huntan body ; 

OD being squeezed they will eject the pearl, and sometimes they eas( 

it s|)ontaneoasly on the sfiore* 
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* • Tfafs« have *eit4)€r lost- their cd^Uy. or . the -mi». 
jole has ei^igvated to Qtber shares^ as np^ such pearl 
Jishcry is heart! of het:^. The prespat towii^ likp 
•Caernarvon^ arose put- of the rujns of onp more an- 
^nt» the Conoyiu^ o^ ii^j^onii>my^ ye^tige^ of, whic^ 
are discoverable in tbe,i»]»€. and .situatipp of J^l^p 
«maU village pf Ca^.hiui i. ^; the^ddcity-f ^ Roman 
iiypocaust and bricjqs.with LEar.X^iup(2n.tlicn:\,^aU«r 
^ng to t^e^th) or -j^gpi^^tQP^na^ .that $e^«d«jia 
jtbi» . islapd -undgf ; jQs)^^^^ ; ba^v^ htfsfx . .discpv^ce^ 
idvippiflg that this b^d ^%n a ^fff^^ ^t^tifp , ., :.„, 

e: put qf. the rninsH^f-:^^5e.fi^af^^. A^ D-^Wa^, 
';built the present tatpn at4^e moutb of th&riyer^.heni^ 
called Aber Conway ^Hf- Mf tbi^ scife i)f| flight be, le^, 
^,t pnly by the cony/t^ientand di^eosible sutuation^ 
ln|t from the exainple.S(^t by ^ugb^Xiifiiis, J^arl of 
f^tster^ who bad forlified it.abom the yea^ ip^S; 
, . The town is nearlyJLriangular in its sbapef whether 
.tbis.bad apy reference tathc/of«i ofsbi tf(ehh harp:\' 
J coijld not learn.; k ,^.pj;9baWe Jthe.^king. paid 
inore.aUei»4;ion to,t|ie.^Cttrity of'the jilace, t^an to 
.tbp .idea of complj/ggnlipg hjs^n^r. 1^ 4^fractory 
, subjects jr and that the^itn wa^ prescribed by. the si;- 
.tjLiatk)n: it w^s sutrounded 4>]9v^.dsooieJof(y wal]s> 
one mile and a half in circumference; defendedvby 
twenty-^pur round- to\sfer?, and had ^ur gates, Forth 
uch^^Pprth issa, Porthy Qast^Hi.aQ^.jPorth y Felin. 

* Its original name was Caer Gyffin^ from the stfeam diat flpwji 
into the creek on the west side of the Castle.' * ' '^^ 
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jPVom near ^ach end of the waits, on tfie Aide lAwtrdt 
the river, tw6 curtains, terminatmg wkh the w&tch«> 
towers, ran a cofisidcrable way into the river td pre- 
vent the approach of an enemy at ebb tide : one af 
these only at present exists; the other, with both the 
towers, has long since perished^ 

The base of the triangle runs along the river, at 
l3ie farthest angle of which, upon the vci^ of e petv 
pbhdrcuiar slate rack, stands ies tnagni^cent eastle^ 
the architect is said to have been the same who plan- 
ned that of Caernarvon: if no, he seems to have re*- 
«Tved the greater portion of his 'still apd tiaste to 
litestow it here; H more noMe fortress, in point ^f 
strength and beaidty, was never erected,' 
- The form of the castle is •oHdrig, bounded tm tfm 
^$lde by- th0 river, on another by a creek, wd ihe 
other two sides^face the town:' ^ks walls are nearly 
entire, and its eight masa^ tbwers, with turrets issu^ 
ing from the tops of each,, that give an air of 'light* 
ness and elegance, are standing; fragments of th^ 
stair bases are ^ still remaining: in one of the fer|e 
towers is ian ornamental wmdd^, ■forming an arch- 
ed recess, adorned with flutedf^prlast^s, c^ed thb 
^fiel^ and said to h^ve Contained the toilet of KJjuem 

' Another of the towers forms a curious ruui': the 
avarice and foHy of some of the -inhabitants having 
led them to excavate th]3 ^late rock which formed its 
base, occasioned a vast fragment of it to fall on the 
^^ch f the parts still preserve ihe circcilar shap0> und 
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exhibit a hardened composhiion of trlone «nd mortar, 
eleven feet thiclc. The upper moiety remains entire, 
apparently suspended in the air above the head of the 
spectator^ 

Within are two large courts: some traces still 
f)ofnt out the principal rooms; the <limeo6ions of 
vrhich have ^en given by ixMrd' Lyttelton, and 
elegant views of them may be seen in Grose. 

The great hall, ^emblem of the founder's magiiift- 
cence, is one hundred and thirty-nine fieet m lengtii, 
4bkty-two broad> and of ja proportbnaHe height. 
The roof ^s supported by ^igbt gotbic arcbts^ wk 
^ which are stSt^l statidiogt; ml- windows ibwanlB 
tlieoountiy, bnd thtee towaitds the 'toavty cmmsfed 
light to this noble apartwitfrt '•: undorneat^ were the 
Magazines for the supfily <>f ^amtfiomtion in titn^ of 
^mrr, and the demmds ^ hcspitdiity in ninie of 
peace* . ', • i ' / . 

Viewing tbift iMpfeieious ca^Ie/ with' ks afiaitineMf, 
liails, reiectories, kitebens, cellars^ a^id once sfdeiMid 
cslablisihment, the mind is naturally Jed to nsileot 
t)p the luxury of \^ inhabitants ; and we seenud 
fmrried %ack to that remote ^period "which witnessed 
the convivial scenes of its profcperoua days. Bnl 
'these are gone-^ 

^* No more 'm ardies echo to ihe ndise 
Of joy and lestive.03inh ; uq more th^ ghnce - . 
Of bkaing tgpsr through it^ wiiulows b?ainSf 
^nd^QuisicU p'ei the undulating lyay^i 
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fiat naked stands the melancholy walk^ ^ 

I^sh'd by the wint'ry tempests cold and bleak I 

That whistle mournful through the empty hall. 
And piece-meal crumble down the whole to dust.'* -" 

Bruce. . 

The castle was iurotsfaed with two Bruce entrances^ 
.well contrived for aecurity. . The one a winding 
narrow staircase up a steep rock from the riveii 
-CDiiing in an advanced wQrk^. and defended by sn^all 
eroond towers : at the oth^ side was a similar wor^ 
.firom wUch a drawbridgei w$s.qcc4Mojp^lly dropfj^ 
vofwer a5deep pass^ towards the tower. The ju^icioijRs 
jBtoation of the ca^Ie^ its ingenious plan^ a.ii4 t^ 
smnting thickness of its walls, migh( have reasoiv- 
^]y, induced the fbuncler to ccfiisider ft as his 
mpregna^t^orir$$s ai Conway. , I 

Whiicsi^yeylog these magnificent . ruins^ an^ 

indulging iii those reveries which 'fallen grandeur 

.never faitetQ«xcite ip- the. reflecting mind, we. were 

.BuddenJy roused by the sound of martial tnusic> ao- 

rcompanted with frequent shovitings. Struck wit|i 

tjBurprise, and aided. by the suggestions of fancy, wa 

Jbegan to conjecture. we pnight be touched by the 

loiagic.wand of some invisible power; that the 

events we had been contiemplating were .about to 

pass in review before us; and that we must become 

the afirighted speeiaiors of the nccoixiplishment of 

one of Merlin's prophecies. Listening with the 

attention of stupor whence the sounds proceeded, 

and what tbfey might mean, the loud sounding 

drum and shrill toned fife were reverberated in dis^ 
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,tdnt echo from .the roofless walls. The ideas of 

war and carnage now rushed fbrcibly upon the mind: 

*he awful ruins in heaps before us — the thought 

that we were.upon reputed fairy ground, where eiist 

the witching elves were used to sport-rail tended 

to increase our.embarfasmcnt, and raise us/fromm 

state of alarm into that of silent astonishment I During 

•a short interval :we gazed upon each other,, and, fixed 

-as statues, seemed the luckless subjects of somp 

-wizard spelK . ' j • , '. ; 

Recovering a little from our. panic, we proceeded 

,with fanltering steps, towards, that part of the castlp 

whence^the sounds proceeded, and> pn entering itbie 

outer area, we discovered the cause of our laughaWe 

consternation* t \' i • :. . i 

: .. ♦The Irish rebellion, and the landing of the 'FreucH 

were the general topics of conversation, though 

Wales. The veryjdea of invasion, had ronsefl a 

-power to rcpelJt; .and it afforded an opportunity jof 

discovering, that the 'spirit which had so succeasfuHy 

•for^centnries o^iposed our Edwards.andour Henries^ 

and bade defiance to the usurping power of England, 

was not Most 5 the bias only was changfed. The. very 

women offered to take tbe occupations usually filled 

by the men, that they might have, leisure; to learn 

'the military exercise, and be properly prepared to 

meet an invading foCi , ^ 

The infantile strength and spirit was called.^forth;; 
and their youth had actually taken up arms befoije 
they, were able to bear them. A company formed af 
a hundred and twenty boys> from tea to sis^teeo 
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years, enrolled under the tide of Wdsh Volixntteni^ 
lurere now assembled to exercise;, while some^ ^Ul 
younger, were learning to beat the drum and hdow 
the fife, under the tuition of a few old soldien. 

Tbis developement, though ludicrous, was highly 
gratify in^g i and amply compensated for the few un« 
'f?elconrieiiiik>ii»ent8 that preceded. 

A eimiUr disposition appeared in most of the 
towrus through which we passed* At Bangor a com- 
siderable corps promised to rival this. A subscrip- 
^ion amongst the neighbouring gentry served to 
purckise drums, fifes, light arms, &c. and every 
^ncouragetlnent was given to a spirit, the more.mert- 
torious as at appeared at so early an age ; and iwbttn 
the hour of future danger might arrive, promised to 
J>eeoine t£^ defence of the country, and tend to the 
(preservation of its peace. 

It is but just here to remark, from Oie most a£- 
ttentive observation, that a general and almost un^* 
. fiimous spirit of loyalty pervades this people. How- 
•e^er, in the hour of. historic entbusiascn, they nuiy 
emourn over the fallen greatness of their ancient 
ffrinces, and lament in bardic strains the lost iade* 
•pendence of their country ; yet, qujoying the bless- 
ings of English jurisprudence, they yield the most, 
prompt ;Ob$dtenc^ to its injunctions ; and feeling ihe 
benefits of an equal execution of the laws, under 
t%e auspices of our beloved Sovereign, whose milder 
virtues form an amiable contrast to those of his an- 
cestors in the eleventh and twelfth centuries, they 
^nce a due dlegianc^ to the King, and thestrongeit 
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flttacbtnent to the Constitution of the conntfy* And 
should the question ever be put to the test^ (whicb 
may the great Author of peaoe avert !) there is every 
reason to believe that the throne of England wouldl 
not find itiore faithful friends^ nor more strenuous ad^ 
herent£(9 than those residing amidst the mountains of 
Cambria. 

Few of the remarkable ev6nts which it is pro{>ablo 
must have befel this, like other fortified places, art 
recorded in history. It was appointed the fende^^ 
vous of the forces belonging to the ill-&ted Richard^ 
destined to oppose the usurper, Bolidgbrokot On 
hii return from Ireland, the king found Jbrty tfaou^* 
sand assembled in his behalf under the Earl of 
Shrcswsbury. But the king's enemies were too sub* 
tie for him ; Percy, Earl of Northumberland, with 
a small train met him at Conway, with the solemn 
astaraaees, that BolLngbroke only Wished to hav^ 
his alienated property restored, and the apeient pri^ 
vileges a[ Barliament confirtned. 

The King appearing to distrust the Earrs pfo^ 
fessed good intentions, Percys to remove all suspi^ 
eion, attended at high mass, vowed fidelity» and 
swore allegiance at the altar» Caught in this wily 
and deeply « iniquitous snare, the King accompanied 
liforthumberland out of the gate ; bat about Pea^ 
maen Rhod the ELing perceived a band of soldiers^ 
bearing the banners of Percy. Surmising he wa^ 
betrayed, he would have returned; but Pency, 
snatching the King's bridle, forcibly conducted im 
course. The poor l^ng had but just time to r6- 
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proachthe Earl with his perjury; telling him, **'thitfr 
the Gob he swore by that morning would do hinr 
justice at the day of judgment ;" before Ije found: 
kimself a prisoner; and at Flint was delivered into* 
the hands of his cruel enemy, Bolingbroke!. 
' It was held for King Charles by Sir John Owen:: 
vas besieged by General Mytton, 1646, and thjOJ 
town taken by storm, August 15. The Parliamen- 
tarian General, with an inhuman severity againstr 
the Irish, seized on all that were in the place ; and 
having caused them to be tied back to back, ordered 
them to be flung into the sea. What provocation 
kd to suoh a sanguinary measure is not said. Be 
it what it might, the character of Mytton cannot be 
cleared from the aspersion of savage barbarity, whe- 
ther the business arose from himself, or superior or- 
ders left to him to execute. The castle held out 
three months longer, and surrendered by eapiitda^ 
fiofif Nov. 10. 

The beauty of that fortress led the besic^rs tor 
forbear offering it any great violence: but, after 
having escaped the ravages of the civil, wars, it .ex- 
perienced great depredations from the hands of. loy- 
alty. In 1665, in consequence of a grant from the 
King to Edward, Earl of Conway, he ordered it 
to be stripped of its timber, lead, and iron; which 
was sent to Ireland under a pretence, that it was for 
the King's service. 

• By this yandamke act this magnificent pile wa3 
ttearly reduced to its present condition. It is now. 
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&e1d of the crown by a private proprietor, O. HoU* 
land, Esq. at the annual rent of 68. 8d. and a dish* 
of fish to Lord Hertford whenever he passes througfar 
the town. 

Mr. Holland, jwith singular taste and becoming 
spirit, has planted, and laid out in walks, a small 
rising hill near the mouth of the Conway; com- 
manding an extensive and delightful prospect up- 
and down the river, the sea, Anglesea, &c. whence' 
the best view of the town and castle is to be ob- 
tained; and has given it the classic and appropriate- 
xiame of the Welsh Arcadia. 

I'he situation of the town of Conway, upon a* 
rock verging to the water, with the opposite side 
of the river well wooded, the promontory of Llan- 
dudno^ and various scenery of the winding stream^ 
render it a most beautiful place to the beholder 
without; and scarcely a more miserable-looking 
/place can be conceived than it appears within. - 
Many of its buildings are in ruins, others uninha- 
bited ; and vacant spaces in the streets shew where* 
others have stood. Edward the first made it a free 
borough. The Mayor, for the time being, was 
constable of the castle. At present it is governed 
by one Alderman, a Recorder, Coroner, Water 
Bailiff, and two Serjeants at Mace, chosen annually. 
It formerly enjoyed the same privileges, with respect 
to juries, as Caernarvon. It retains, however, very 
little of the ancient splendour, when its inhabitants* 
obtained a pre-eminence of distinction above the 
other towns that shared the royal favour. §ir Joho 
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VTyrtnt obscrtes, " They were 9iy\eA the ISbitJS^ 
fiua of Camvqfi the Lawyrs of Caemarwn^ and thm 
Jttrchants of Beaumsris** Formerly there was an ab^^ 
bey of the Cistercian order, founded by Uewdyn,. 
1185» dedicated to the Virgin Mary and all Saints, 
some traces of which are still to be seen."*^ Thiy 
prince had amply endowed it with landabothin Caer-*- 
oarvoD and Anglesea ; but after Edward had erected 
tjhecaftle, and drawn pp regulations for the govern^ 
ment of the town, jealous of the monks, he removed 
tfaem^ granting them the township of Mctynatiy near 
Llanrwst'; hb» however, acted in this case with jofi^ 
tice and humanity, reserving to them all their lands 
and priYllege8> and bestowed upon them the right ctf 
presentation to the Conventual church of Conway ; 
and while he confined them by an injunction to thiis 
district, be granted them additional immunities, (Fid. 
I^gd.) The revenues, at the dsssolation, were estt-» 
mat^d by Speed at 17qL lOs. iOd. It was granted, 
in the reign of Elizabeth, to the Wyrlnes ; and ah 
ojki bouse, built out of the materials still in possessiosi 
of the fi^ily, is all that remains of the abbey of 
Maynan« 

The church stands in the centre of the town, but 
js no very elegant structure : GryfFydd ap Canan ap 
Owen was enterred here A. D. 1 200 ; habited in a 
iQonk^s cowl, according to the superstitions &shion 
of the times ; " because (says PoweJ^ p» 220.) the 
monks and friars had deluded the people into a strong 

-* It is now used ad a stable, and consists of an arched stone roof 
and Stxon door, hence called the Stoftey* 
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conceit of ihe merits of it, and bad firmly persuaded 
them it was highly conducive to their future happi- 
ness to be thus interred." • ,; 

A. singular instance of fecundity is recorded on a 
plain stone: " Here lyeth the body of Nich. Hookes, 
of Conway, gent, who was the forty-first child of his 
father, William H. Esq. by Alice his wife; and the 
father of twenty-seven children: who died the, 20th 
of March, 1637." 

In Castle-street is a very old bduse, having a sin^- 
gukr windovy, with several coats of arms of the 
Stanley family; one an eagle pouncing a child; it is 
called the college, and inhabited by ^ few poor fami* 
lies ; it might perhaps have been a school, endowed 
out of the abbey lands at the dissolution of the house. 
Near the market-place is a very large building called 
Plas Mawr, or the great mansion, buik by Robert 
Wynne, Esq. of Guedir, 1585;* the Greek inscrip- 
tion over the gateway Avf^^* A^cpC*? and the letters 
J. H. S. X. P. S. in front of the building, lead me 
to conjecture, that ifWas a hoyse erected for charit- 
able purposes ; the inscription calls upon the reader to 
support the institution, or at least to abstain from 
any sacrilegious alienations. The initials, which may" 
be read, Jesus hominum salvator Chrisiiani popuU sa- 
ius, favours the idea that it was an hospital for the re- 
ception of the infirm, as well as the indigent. Within 
are numbers of rude stuccoed arms of the patrons; 

. * The arms of England over the door indicate that it was' erected 
ttndei the royal patronage. 

s . 
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and Bwans^ owls^ ostric^e^, crows^ and bears with 
ragged staves, the supporters of the arms of Dudley, 
Earl of Leicester, adorn the walls and'Ceilings. 

Prior to the Reformation, the po6r depended upon 
the monasteries and the alms of the religious for their 
support; after the dissolution, in Henry the 8th*s time 
this support being removed, many statutes were pass* 
ed and regulations adopted for the relief of the dis* 
tressed part of the community ; public hospitals, as St. 
Bartholomew's, &c. were erected in London and other 
places; these having been soon found inadequate to 
the relief required, proper laws were enacted and new 
appropriations made : in Elizabeth's reign these laws 
were revised, a new plan was suggested, that of a ge- 
neral parochial rate adopted, and the maintenance of 
the poor began to wear the appearance of a system. 

This building, therefore, might probably have been 
one of those built by subscription for the same pur- 
pose as that of St. Bartholomew's in London ; it is at 
present occupied by a few families, who, we were in- 
formed, paid rent for their miserable accommodations; 

The poor are more numerous and more wretched 
in their circumstances here than in any part of North 
Wales ; the want of employment daily increases their 
number and adds to their distress ; there is no kind 
of manufactory and little maritime trade ; we found 
many of these poor creatures on the beach,* gather* 

* On the shore grows the Chenopodium maritimvm, Gs« 
EANiuM maritimum: and, at a small distance^ the delicate 
Lathyrus silvestris, and L. natbllus exhibited their beaa^ 
tifiil crimson flowersr 

4 
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ing the different species of/«r/, commonly called sea- 
wreck, thrown up by the tide, or growing upon the 
breakers; the wreck vegetates and clings about the 
stones of the rocky beach till it grows to maturity, 
which it does every second, or at furthest every third, 
year, when it is gathered for the sake of the ashe^. 
This wreck they place in a kind of square fire-placed, 
made on the sand, and burn to a state of liquid, 
which being stirred with an iron rod, dries into a 
cake, and when cool appears like cinders, and is called 
harillay or impure fossil alkali ; in this state it is sold 
to the manufacturers of soap and glass.* It has, of 
late, become a great article of export ; the ex^pence 
of gathering, burning, &c. is about ll. lis. 6d. per 
ton, and the price for which it is sold from 3l. to 5l. 
per ton, according && it is more or less freed from 
sand and gravel. This, under proper encouragement, 
might be advantageous to the poor of the neighbour- 
hood ; but, at present, the necessitous KeJper^ obliged 
to sell the produce of the day to procure sustenance 
for himself and family, cannot avail himself of the 
advantage of a proper market ; this the purchased 
know,', and the price they proffer is so sm&ll as hardly 
to be a proper equivalent for the necdssary labour ; 
the industrious only, therefore, will engage in thia 

* It is a very curious fact) that the ashes of 2QI plants, growing at 
a distance from salt water, afford the vegetable alkali or pdtasb^ 
while such as grow near the sea^ or on the borders of salt hkes> af* 
ford the fossil alkali or soda \ if> howeveri these same plants be cul. 
tivated in the interior of the country they produce potash only,— ^ 
Vidt Jacqnitn. Cbjm» 

s2 
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laborious undertaking, and to them necessity done 
can be the incentive to industry. 

Though the river is one mile over when the tide 
flows, at ebb it is not more than fifty yards, nor more 
thaa eight feet deep ; spring tides rise from fourteen 
to eighteen kct, so that v^sels of three and four hun- 
dred tons may ride close to the town ; the port, 
though well sheltered, is not safe in its entrance, ow- 
ning to the shifting sand banks: its present trade is 
'very inconsiderable : slates, copper from the Llan- 
dudno mines, lead and calamine from the mines be- 
tween this place and Llanrwst, and potatoes, consti- 
tute ijts principal exports ; the imports are still more 
inconsiderable. 

A ferry to the opposite shore, once considered as 
royal property, now belongs to the Mostyn family. 

Conway, being a great thoroughfare to and from 
J[reland, enables it to support three or four good inns, 
'but when the road, now making through the Ogwyn 
"mountains shall produce a saving of ten miles ia.the 
.distance from. Llanrwst to Bangor, this advantage 
will cease. We put up at the BuJP.s Heady and had 
the fair damsels to wait upon us mentioned by a for* 
mer tourist. {Fid. Walk in Wales.) 

" Ther is, by Conway, on the hither side of Con- 
way water, an arme like a peninsula caulled Gogarth 
leying against Prestholme, and ther be the ruines of 
a place of the Bishops of Bangor." Leland. 

This rocky peninsula, a neck of land about eight 
miles long and three broad, stretches out in a north- 
westerly direction, forming a horn of the bay of 
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Beaumaris, and shelters the ' hart)our ' of Conway. 
The parish of Llandudno extends about four miles, 
In which is the promontory or cape, called the 
Great Ormeshead.; this was formerly an island. Le- 
land says, ^'^This Commote (/. e. Credine) partely be 
Conway ryver, partely by the Se, is yn a maner as 
insulatid, and one way owte of Denbigh land ; the 
way is over a made causey, over a marech often over- 
flowen." {Fbl. V. p. 4Q,) -There are- persons stiO 
living in the neighbourhood, who sa'y they can re- 
member when the present marsh,which forms the com* 
munication, was. usually washed over' by high tides; 
th^ whole is chiefly composed of schistose and cal- 
careous strata. 

^ Passing the shell of a large house, belonging to the 
Mostyns, a few years since, gutted by fire, at a smBll 
distance stands Bodscallen, a seat of Sir Thotnks 
Mostyn : the situation is commanding, and the housd 
embosomed in venerable woods. It is a place ot 
great antiquity, being mentioned in the records of 
Caernarvon, and from the ruinsof a castelet nearlhe 
pfesen^t bouse, appears to have been a place of resi- 
dence at a very: remote period. -j 
About i mile further is Gloddaeth, another fine 
seal of Sir Thomas's, on the slope of a very exten- 
sive Hme-stone hill, fi^w covered with fine modern 
plantations, and the plain beneath planted with forest- 
trees ; while the walks on the declivity are directed 
by the flexure of the hill, thds^ on the plain 'kre 
straight, diverging from a centre, in which is placed 
g statue of Minerva. If we take into the account the 
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variety of rich, aod uncomiDon views arising frooi 
contrasted hill and vale, wood and water, the sporr 
tiv^ lucubrations of nature, and the magnificent eA 
forts of art, ^nd then include every thing that q^x\ 
ennbolden or soften the landscape, we have the walks 
o( Glodda^h^ which may justly vie with any thing qi 
th^ i^ind in. tbq. three kingdoms. 

Thp.hoqs^^was built in the reign of !E^]i2abethi 9p4 
|$.,faa)ous fpr.ij^s library of ancient l^^rqing. ThQ 
p^rish^church of Eglwys Rhos i^ a little bejow thq 
woods,; celebrated by the doath of M^elgwyn Qwy-r 
pedd; who, with $i weakness -flot singular, in hi^Ume, 
fl^d here to avoid the va4 fei^x.<>^ yellow lev^prj 
which raged over great part of Europe, svippe^sing 
thq pestilence Would not b$ permitted to enter the 
$anciuary ; biit the prince was the subject pf a pro- 
phecy : ^^ whenever^ strange spectre appears on the 
marsh of Rhianedd, if Maetgwyn Gwyned s)&es H 
lie will die/* He 3bon fatally discpvered that, not*^ 
■withstanding the suggestions of ignorant or design^ 
ing men, the atmosphere follows the regular laws of 
Providence, and that to expect miragles in indivw 
dual concerns, when the commoa remedial causey 
tre sufficient tp counteract the evil, or the conse- 
quences ane not of the utmost importance to the 
cauBe of religion, originates m fotly and ends in pre^ 
sumption. The okl canon is as just in religion as in 
(cenic propriety. ; . 

t' Nic I?eus infersify ni^i dignus vindice nodxist 

^' Incidetity Hoe. 

On the summit of two small hill^ near the sborc^ 
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are the ruins of Digamvy Castle : the walls crossed 
the valley between the bills, and running up the 
sides formed a communication between the castle an^ 
tbe keep ; some remains of these and the vestiges of 
a round tower are still to be seen. This is famed as 
having been a Roman station, and is conjectured bj 
Caniden to have been the J)ietum y^fh^x^ the Nervi^ 
Dictenses, under the late eflJperors,^kept thdr- reserve 
guards it was calj<d>y Tacitus Caer Qangorpm^ 
from the C^ngi, and jBorrupted by the English imp 
gatmofi. . . 

The variety of brjiss instruments* dug up in the 
vicinity favour tbe conjecture of this ha,ving been a 
British, rather than a {loman station. .In tbe sixth 
century it was a residence of Maelgwyn, and for cen?- 
turiea, after alternated v^ith Caer Segunt, in tbe ho- 
nour of being a royal residence. A. D, 818 it was 
destroyed by lightning, and, as accidents arising from - 
catural or incidental circun^stances are generally conr 
0trued by superstition into presages of national ca- 
lamity, Diganwy ceased, from that period, to be the 
seat of royalty. In 876 it was considered a very strong 
post, but after being destroyed by Llewelyn was re- 
sttjred to consequence by the Earl of Chester, 1209. 
In 1211, King John after; Yowing vengeance upon 
his son-in-law (Llewelyn) was compelled, by the 
Welsh, to make a disgaceful retreat from this 
place. Henry III. fared still worse. In 1^245, encamp- 

* Ancient British weapons, called hy the Romans Jacula At* 
mtntata^ whkh the Britons used fr6m their chariots in war. See a 
p$rtkul^ir auoumt of th^Mi nvitb fgufth <^ Mona AnUjttayf^iiSm 
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ing his army near Diganwy, he began to rebuild its 
ruined cafetle ; bat the Welsh did not remain uncon- 
cerned spectators of a transaction so hostile in its na- 
ture : they so harassed his army by continual skir- 
mishing and catting ofF the necessary supplies, that 
Henry was glad quickly to return to England, cor- 
dially sick of his Welsh expedition ; Pow. -265. 
In 1257 it vt^as besieged by Llewelyn, and 1263 fi- 
nally taken and destroyed by that prince. During 
Welsh independence, it was ooftsidered by the Eng- 
lish as a station of great military importance ; skuate 
on the codst, it was open to receive continual supplies 
for the army ; and commanding one of (be-prindpiBrt 
passes intd Wales, its glarrison was able to refitra^inthe 
excursions of the Welsh \ ^rtd from its strength as a 
■fortress it secured a safe retreat for the English 
army on the emergency of disaster or defeat^ . . 
Near Llandudno are two copper minesy <one the 
property of the Mdstyns, and the other workfed by t 
company of Liverpool ; the ore is, for the most part, 
a greeft carbonate of copper ^ (the malachite, Ist variety 
of Kirvvan,) found between the limestone strata : but 
fit present the veins discovered are so thin as to af* 
ford but small quantitiesof ore, andoonscquentlytbe 
mines are of no great value. 

Ll-ANBUDNOt 

■ This village, which is small and ill built, is sob* 
ject to a very serious inconvenience ; in hot weather 
the springs, which supply the inhabitants with water, 
become dry, and they are obliged to bave recoorsc to 
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the brackisH wells in the marsh betew. From Llan*- 
dwdnatCKthe Ormeshead is an elevated down, cover-* 
cd with sheep, extending for four miles, but not more 
t^an dne irt breadth; the promontory consists of 
high cliffs of varioiis heights, abounding with large 
caverns, which af&rd shelter fqr innumerable birds, 
S6^b as pigeons, gulls, razor-bills, ravens, g4jillemots, 
eorvorants, and herons. On the loftiest crags lurks* 
the peregrine fajcon, the bird so high in repute 
^liile falconry continued a fashionable' amusement; 
5Ph^ eggs of many of these birds, are sought after as 
delicious food, and cot>sidered as a great tre^ to the 
Epicurean ; the price procured for them is a suffi- 
cient inducement for the poor to follow tbi^ adven** 
turous trade of ^gg-taking: but, in this as in the pearl 
fishery on the toasts of Persia,- the gains'bear noto^ 
i6rable pr6portion to the danger incurred. The ad-i 
venturers having furnished themselves with every ne* 
ieessary implement for the business, while the sun af- 
fords assistance by his beams, enter on the. ter- 
iific undertaking: two, for this is a trade in which 
copartnership is absolutely necessary, take a station 5 
he, whose turn it happens to be, or whose superior 
t^ility renders it eligible, prepares for the rupestriah 
expedition : a strong stake is driven into the ground 
«t some distance ^rom the edge of the cliff, to which 
a rope of sufficient length to reach the lowest haunts 
of these birds is affixed : fastening the other end 
round bis middle, and taking the coil, on his arm; 
«nd laying hold with both his hands, he throws him- 
self o^er the brow of the cliff; placing bis feet against 
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ita sides^ and carefully dbifting bis haiidsi be gradually 
deceods till he comes to the abode of the birda ; thep, 
putting bis left hand, into* the hole while be suspends 
hknaelf with the other he idkts pbteesaion of ite con-^ 
tents, carefully placing the eggs in a basket slung at 
bis back for the ' purpose ; having, despoiled all the 
oesta within his eictent of rope^ be aacends by tbo 
same means to thcb edge of the chff, where his part-^ 
ner, whose duty hitherto was to guard. :the stakci 
crawling on hands and knees^ afiord^ \^m assistance 
in doubling the cliffy which otherwise he wouId.be 
u liable to do* Dangei^us employ ! a slipj>f the foofc 
or the hand would in an instant he^ fat^l tp both : in« 
stances have occurred, wberci the weight of the one 
overcoming the strength of the othei:>< both biivc.beea 
precipitated down the eiFaggy steep, and their man-> 
gled carcases been buried in tbe ocean : but these arc 
rare. Taa stranger and by-rbtandcr this occupation 
appears more dangerous than it really is : in persons 
habituated to bodily difficulty the nervous system 
beoomes gradually braced, and the^ SQlijJ^ attain that 
State of rigidity which banishes irritability ; while the 
mind, accustomed to scenes of danger, loses that 
timidity which frequently leads to tb6 dreaded disss** 
ter. To tha person whose heart palpitates in th<^ 
near approach to such heights, it must apppar a pre- 
sumptuous employ, and daily instances of its fatality 
might be expected : but fadt demonstrates the con- 
trary, and serves to prove how much we are the crea- 
tures of habit, and to what an extent difBcuUy and 
danger may be made subordinato JlQ art and perse- 
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verancc. The ravens and falcon^ take tiieir stations 
hffre from its vicinity to the island opposite, called 
Puffins* Island^ from the great quantity of puffing 
that frequent it during the summer season. Tbq 
puffiui or couUerneb, Aka arcfifa of lin. is the most 
extraordinary bird fhat^. frequents the coasts of Bri-» 
tain> iM hody is not larger than a pigeon's, but its bill 
is'pf^p uncommon ^^g and shape ; it is flat with the 
^dge upwards, and said to resemble the coulter of a 
plqugh.* Its legs are placed so far back that it moved 
awkwardly, and with great difficulty gets upon tha 
wing» During the winter months these birds fre^ 
quqi]^t the northern parts of Europe: about May they 
hcgi^ to arrive on our coasts : a few days after their 
arri;^al they prepare for breeding, by burrowing iq 
|he ground, ifi a winding direction, for the depttv 
of eight or Jen fe^t, and if they happen toget under a 
large stone ^hey consider themselves still more securq j 
in this fortified retreat the female lays one* egg, rcly-^ 
ing upon its qonrage and strength of bill, with which 
jt bites terribly, , to ward of the attempts of the, hos-- 
tile foe* After the young are excluded the shell, thq 
^ercene^ of the parent is incredible : tio l^ird nor beast 
vvill venture to attack them : sometimes the sea- raven, 
Jacobson informs ps, will dare tO:be so rash, but gc-^ 
lierally he forfeits bis life for his temerity: the meet^ 
ing affords a most singplar combat i as the raven ap- 
proaches to put his talons upon the yopng puffin, the 
j^ret^t c^itehes him under the throat with her beakj 
^.tHidar^sberclawsipto bis breasts the raven, woundt 
6i|>, sgr^tps most dismally for quarter^ but the oU 
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fended bird is deaf to the intfeaty, and makes di- 
rectly for her proper element, the bcean^ where the 
raven is quickly drowned, and the puffin returns in 
triumph to the nest : yet, it sometimes happens, that 
tihe invader isthe^ Victor, and the raven destroys both 
the parent and her young ; this, however, seems no 
more thin retributive justice. The puffin is, in aimi*^ 
Jar instances, an a^gresst}r, arid it is but just that the 
unprovoked invader should, in turn, be a sufferer 
from undeserved invasion ; the puffin, frequently tod 
proud or too idle to make a retreat for itself when it 
finds one already made, withbut the least prefencc 
but superidi" power, dispossesses the poor rabbit of its 
subterraneous habitation^ and; to present further an- 
noyance, destroys the inhabitants ; in these unjustly- 
Acquired seats the young puffins artf found in great 
lumbers: when arrived at fiill growth, they are ge- 
nerally fat, and esteemed a delicious? bonne bouche by 
those* fond of bigh eating : io others their flesh ap-*' 
pears rank and fishy, from tbe nature' of their food: 
the old ones go fishing during the day^ these, half 
digested in the stomach-, are reduced to an oily no'at- 
tef, which is ejelcted from the 6kl one's into the 
mouths of the young: it is during these excursions 
that the ravens arc most successful in pr^yJng upon 
the young puffins. When 'wanted' for the table^ they 
are dug out of th6 burrows, or hunted by ferrets. 

The migration of the old birds takes |$lace early in 
autumn, and about the latter end of August the whole 
tribe is seen assemblingib takef leave of their summer 
residence: it sometimes ha J>pe^s>' that those who 



Digitized by 



Google 



Tpxnt THROUGH NOETH WALES. 26g 

had met with the loss of their first-laid eggs, ow- 
ing to the delay occasioned by laying others, hav.e 
their young in a backward state: but, if. they are not 
fledged at the time of migration, they are left on 
land to shift for themselves.- At this period the har- 
. vest of the falcon commences: he keeps guard at the 
holes of the late-batched puffins, till pressed by hun- 
ger they are under the necessity of going abroad in 
quest of food, and then fall an easy prey to their 
wary eneniy. 

On an eminence called Dinas is an ancient forti- 
fication, consisting of a wall of prodigious thickness 
round the summit of the hill ; within are large circu- 
lar caves, which Mr. Pennant supposes to have been 
the rude habitations of our ancestors ; not improba- 
bly one of the places of security, to which the Welsh, 
during the perilous times that frequently attended 
the invasions of their country, sent their women and 
children. 

Near this is the wonder of the neighbourhood, the 
Maen Sigl, or self -moving stone; a huge, niassy, rude 
stone, that has sometimes been seen to move when no 
one was near it : in this case it is considered by the 
common people as the portentous harbinger of disas- 
trous events, and some are preserved in the traditional 
recollection of the inhabitants as a confirniation of 
the opinion. It is, from its rocking, styled Cryd 
Tudno, St. Tudno's Cradle ; the base of the stone is 
upwards, and its point of contact with the ground so 
narrow as tp render it moveable with a slight degree 
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of pressure; in violent hurricanes this, from its excel- 
lent poise, may be seen to move by the force of the 
wind; the conjecture is well founded, which, sup- 
poses these stones (for there are matiy such, through 
Wales) were anciently instruments of imposition* 
The Druids, by their arts, dehided their votaries into 
an opinion that, as the ministers of the Most High, 
they were endued with miraculous powers, and to 
sanction these unfounded pretensions, they engaged 
as auxiliaries deception and falsehood ; but such, in 
all ages, is the state of the uninformed mind, that to 
obtain unreasonable and implicit credit requires very 
little more than unqualified arrogance and boldness 
of pretension. The people believed their priests pos- 
sessed a supernatural power of moving these stoned, 
and supernatural power^ is supposed to be accompanied 
by supernatural wisdom. The stone is surrounded by 
a foss, with a narrow path leading to it, intended to 
keep the vulgar at a venerable and convenient dis- 
tance, and give additional solemnity to their oracular 
decisions. Similar deceptions are, to the present day, 
practised by the modern Druids, the Brahmins of In- 
dia ;* and similar stories of religious, juggling dis- 
graced the history of Christianity, and defiled the 
sanctuary during the dark ages; but real religion 
looks dowri with the most scornful derision upon 
such deceptions; she wants no foreign aid; she is 
intrinsically adequate either to defence or conquest ; 

• Vid^ Bernier f^oya^c dt Cachtmtru 
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she asks not the emblazoning of falsehood ; ^lie de- 
lights not in meretricious ornaments :— sufficiently 
amiable in her native dignity, to the attentive obser- 
ver she shines in all her untarnished splendour of 
truth ; and sufficiently powerful in her motives, she 
pours into the serious inquiring mind irresistible 
conviction. ^ 

Two miles from Gloddaeth, on the shore, is a 
small singular building, having three windows and a 
door, with a vawlted roof, covered with pebbles in- 
stead of slate, called St. Triljo's Ghapel : inside is a 
well, formerly much esteemed for the sanative virtues 
of its waters ; it was supposed to have been the con- 
stant residence of the saint, the clergy of that time 
chiefly living in an Eremitish manner ; half a mile far- 
ther is the parish church of Llandrillo, and near it 
the ruins of Bryn Eurun^ where anciently, was the 
Llysy or palace of Maelgwyn Gwynedd. Adjoining 
the shore is Rhos Vynach, or the Marsh of the . 
Monks, once belonging to the abbey of Conway ; 
where is a considerable and profitable wear, forty 
pounds worth of fish having sometimes been taken at 
two successive tides. The bishop and the vicar of 
Llandrillo, as the coparceners in the estates of the ab- 
bey, share the fish of every tenth tide between them. 
It would seem by this, and some other instances, that 
fish, though included by some among the animalsykr^j^ 
naiura^ were formerly tythable, and were considered 
not as a personal^ but as apraJial tythe ; and notwith- 
standing the decisions of lawyers to the contrary, the 
nature of tythes and the history of their payment serve 
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to evince to any impartial judge, that formerly iilmost 
all ty thes were pradial^ and those only were ^ersonal^ 
which, froui the spirit of the times and the lenity of the 
clergy, have long ceased to be paid ; the restrictions 
upon the canon law by different statutes have almost 
rendered it useless ; the decisions, in tythe cases, 
have almost uniformly tended to curtail the rights of 
the church, and to impoverish her ministers; and, 
unless some powerful provision be made to counteract 
.the consequences, at ^no very distant period the 
church will be left without sufficient emoluments to 
support a regular and decent ministry^ 
. The peninsula^ though a small tract, furnishes a 
delicious treat to the Botanist, and from the number, 
^s well as the variety of its plants, Gogarth may de-r 
^erve ^e appellation of the Botanical Garden of Cam- 
hrla. In the vicinity of Gloddaeth he will find Cys- 
tus maripolius, c. hirsutus, rubia peregrinaj 
Thahctrum minus, Arenarea verka, Scrophu- 

LARIA VERiJTALIS, POLYPODIUM CAMBRICUM, Ve- 
RONICA MONTANA, V. SPICATA, SciLLA VERJS^A, 
PpTENTlLLA VERNA, SiLENE NUTANS, LySIMACHIA 

THiRSiFLORA, and Geranium sanguineum. 

Near the Ormeshead, Salicornia herbacea, 
Cystus helianthemum, Oryganum majus, An- 
THYLLis vuLNERARiA, and the much admired, though 
rarely seen Chlora perfoliata. 

On the Sands, Eryngium maritimum, Ciuth* 

mum MARITIMUM, ArUNDO ARENARrA, SciLLA VER- 
NA, Elymus ARENARius, the gaudy Caelidoniuj^ 
cornxculatum, expanding its large yellow flowers, 
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while tbe elegant little plant the Rosa spinosissima^ 
with its rich profusion of blossoms^ was actually; 
exhibiting, what poets have feigned for the Cyprian 
Queen^ beds of roses. 

This shore is also ornamented with the most beau- 
tiful indigenous plant of Great Britain^ the Pulmo- 
naria maritima, whose red and blue flowers form 
an elegant contrast to its undulated glaucous leaves. 

Thus, my friend, have I led you through the flower- 
garden of Wales ; but flowers, by many, are regarded 
asobjects too trivial for theconsideration of philosophy; 
I need 'not observe to you, that every thing must be 
great which has God for its author ; that these, in - 
significant as they may appear, display a richness of 
colouring and elegance of design, which art in vain 
attempts to imitate; arid which evidently demon- 
strate the divine wisdom ; nor does the whole crea- 
tion afford more splendid objects for examination, 
than the structure of plants and the economy of ve- 
getation ; they who practise this study experience how 
delightful it is, it leads the mind up to its Creator, and 
seems to restore man, even in his fallen state, to a 
participation of that felicity, which, in a state of in- 
nocence, he enjoyed in Paradise. Yes, the humble 
and neglected weed can raise our thoughts as effec- 
tually to heaven, as the most resplendent planet, and 
till we have learned habitually thus to think of both, 
we have not learned to think properly of either ; the 
contemplation of Nature should always be seasoned 
by a mixture of devotion. A discovery of superior 
excellence in the works of creation should produce 

T 
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admiration d the Author i and the consideration of 
their utility ought to incite the most profound ado« 
ration for the great Farent of ^^fieficence. 

J am^ Sec. * 

J, % 
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LETTER XL 



Drar Sir, Corwen. 

X AKING the turnpike road that lies on the 
right bank of the river, we proceeded towards Llan-^ 
rwst. The Conway winds through a luxuriant vale, 
bounded on one side by moderately rising hills, and 
on the other by the eastern termination of the Snow- 
don chain ; a lofty barrier, sometimes clothed with 
wood, sometimes exhibiting horrid precipices, with 
now and then a gaping chasm, down which an aU 
pine river dashes its impetuous waters to the Con- 
way. .*' 

Here Nature^Tn her rudest form, ^ave a delicious 
softness to the humble vale — 

*< Whei^ geiitte Coviway glides in darkened streamsi 
And peaceful sends her waters to the sea«"^ 

The harvest had been protracted by the late in- 
cessant rains ; and the people were now busy in ga- 
thering heavy crops of hay ; which the swells in the 
river had threatened to deprive them of. . The sun 

'^ When the elegant Gray styled 5t *^ Old Conway's /•^wii*^ 
floods" he must have meant, when a high spring tide has been met 
by a Sotft&wcst ^iad^ 

1 2 



Digitized by 



Google 



0^i6 TOUK THROUGH NORTH WALES. 

smiled upon their labour, an air of cheerful joy ap- 
peared upon every countenance, and the song of 
hilarity gave additional spirit to the animated picture. 
At Forth Lwyd the scenery . b^cqmes highly pic- 
turesque. The irregularities of the mountains con- 
tinually changing their face from barren crag and 
fissured rock, to verdant down and wooded hill ; 
while the opposite ones,* rising in gentle slopes 
from the meads, furnish a cojistant variety to the 
admiring eye. . The bridges of Pont Porthlwyd and 
Pont Dolgarog, are neat stone structures ovpr their 
respective streams, issuing from Llyn Geiripnydd 
and Llyn Cwlid. These, rushing over the barrier, 
form two immense falls ; the former nearly sur- 
. rounded by woods, and its perpendicular descent 
iipwards of a hundred and eighty feet. The lake of 
Geirionydd is fanned as having had the residence of 
Taliesin upon its banks. The' infant story of this 
Prince of British Poets, who fl9ui:ished in the sixth 
century, is so singular, that I must "give it you. It 
is not unlike the discovery of Moses. 

Gwyddno Garanir, a petty king, of Cantre'c 
Gwaelod, the inundation- o£ -which was before 
noticed, had granted to his sonElpbin the profits of 
a salmon wear ; who not finding it successful, or at 
least npt producing sufficient to coynterbalance his 
extravagance, grew melancholy ; and the fishermen 
attributed the misfortune to the Prince's dis- 
sipation and riotQus mode of jiving^ While the 

• These consist of ihate, those of Snbwdon of sktfe. ^ 
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Prince was attending the wear and lamenting the. 
scnallness of his income and the straitness of his 
circumstances, his men espied a coracle with a child 
in it, wrapped in a leathern bag, exposed on the 
water by the cruelty of some unknown mother; the 
lather was supposed to be better known. 

The Prince, when the child was brought before 
him, felt compassion, and ordered every care to be 
taken of him. After this Elphin flourished. Ta- 
liesin received, an excellent education, and became 
the most celebrated bard of that period. When 
grown up, the accomplished foundling was intro- 
duced by Elphin to his Father's Court ; where he 
presented a poem to Gwyddno,. entitled, Hans Ta^ 
liesin, comprehending, in a masterly style of poetry, 
his own history ; and, at the same time, another to 
his patron, to console him for past misfortunes, and 
to exhort him, under all present troubles, to trust in 
Divine Providence. 

, This is a fine moral piece, and artfully addressed 
by the bard in the character of an exposed infant, 
prophesying the future prosperity of his benefactor : 
and, like a true poetical prophet, he is mindful that 
the events should confirm the declarations of pro- 
phecy. Vld. Spec, of Ancient TVehh Poetry. 

This beautiful ode, styled Dyhuddiant Elphin, 
or Elphin's Consolation, is preserved in E. Evans's 
collection ; and a very poetical translation by a 
Welsh lady, was printed 1780, in quarto. 

Near the village of Trefriw, the river makes a 
sudden bend ; the tide seldom reaches farther, and 
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the depth .of water only admits of vessels of burtheti 
to this place. From its vicitoity to the woods^ a 
number erf* small vessels are built here, and sent 
down to Conway at the equinoctfial tides* Small 
boats an4 numerous coracles are seen both above and 
below Llanrwst bridge, occupied cbi(!fly in fishing. 
These the Pliilia navigia of Pliny, took their name 
from having been made of the skins of beasts, called 
coria. At present they are formed of wicker work, 
about five feet long at the broadest end, four feet 
wide, and two feet in the prow, and covered with a 
piece of tarpauling, or tarred canvass. A piece of 
board is placed across the centre, on which the 
fisherman sits with a small paddle in his hand, and 
himself strapped upon the seat. With so slender a 
security do these people commit themselves to the 
perilous wave in quest of fish ; as they generally 
use the drag, two go in company; with the left 
hand they manage the net, and with the right, the 
paddle ; at the same time taking the leading ropes 
in their teeth. It is curious to observe with what 
adroitness they preserve the balance (the loss of it 
would be fatal,) while managing their nets. In the 
season they take quantities of salmon and smelts, 
with other fish ; and when the labour of the day is 
past, taking their vessels out of the water, and 
strapping them on their backs, they carry thenr 
home,- and lay them in front of their cottages to dry 
till the next voyage. These vessels are still more cu- 
rious, as the rude efforts of our ancestors to obtain the 
sovereignty of the ocean ; and whoever feels a con- 
3 
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Ineots^ie made subservient to the arts (^commerce i 
and bplongiog to a country, whose maritime feme ia 
the envy of tlie worlds cannot but with pleasure 
survey this iofiint origin of the British navy. Prior 
to the Roman Invasion, the ancient Britons dis« 
covered their skill and courage in crossing the chan* 
Del in these precarious vessels; and gave auspicious 
omens of their future and invincible prowess on their 
native element, the ciceah. 

Passing Llyn y Craig, the highest point to which 
the spring tides flow, a small distance from Trefriw, 
We entered, over a handsome bridge of three arches, 
the town of 

Llanrwst. 

^his bridge, which divides the cpunties of Caer- 
narvon and Denbigh, is a very handsome structure, 
built A. D. 1636, at the expence of Sir Richard 
Wynne, groom of the bed-chamber to Charles the 
first, while Prince of Wales, from a design of the 
£nglish Palladio, Inigo Jones.* On the centre of 
the parapet are the arms of the Wynne family, and 
the ostrich plume, a compliment to his royal master. 
A proof of the excellence of the building may be 
obtained by a persoii standing at one centre, who 
may perceive the whole fabric shake, by a blow given 

* HI$ real name was Yuir, but after he had traveUed into Italy, 
according to the fashion of the tiipes, he changed it into Ignatius, 
or Inigo. He is said to have been a native of this part of Wales. 
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at the other. The centre, arch is the portion of a 
larger circle than the two outer ones ; and the seg-^ 
ment consists of a chord less than the diameter. 

A plate of this bridge is given by Mr. Pennant,* 
who observes, " That the middle arch is fifty-nine 
feet wide; two are eictremely beautiful, and mark 
the hand of the architect, the third differs greatly, 
having been rebuilt in 1703, by a very inferior 
genius." 

The difference did not strike me, dnd had I seen 
this remark before, it would have led me to have 
been more particular. I have an engraving of it in 
my possession, by an architect, where the exact 
dimensions are professedly given thus : — Centre 
. krch, sixty-one feet in the span, chord twenty-four 
feet at low water : the two outer arches, span thirty 
feet and a half^ chord fifteen feet ; length of the 
bridge one hundred and seventy feet ; diameter of the 
piers, ten feet ; width of the bridge, fifteen feet. 
' Between two such respectable authorities, who 
shall decide ? Till I have again seen the bridge I 
must say, JVb» nostrum inter vos, tantas componere 
Utes. 

. The views, both up and down the river, are pro- 
digiously fine ; and the whole country, from the 
source to the mouth of the Conway, is an animating 
picture, which justly lays claim to being one of the 
most picturesque in Wales. 

Llanrwst, though the principal town of this part 
of Wales, is not remarkable for the elegance of its 
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^uildings^ or the spaciousness of its streets. Thougd 
not a large, it is a populous town^ with a good 
market-hall, and a well endowed fret school, in the 
gift of Jesus College, Oxon ; and carries on a small 
trade in harp making. The market is well supplied^ 
and reasonable^ 

We entered the town on the market day, Tu^- 
day ; and were not a little entertained at the variety 
of articles that might be purchased in it. • The ad* 
jacent towns and villages do not abound with shops 
of every description, as in England ; the market- 
day, therefore, is the time for buying in supplies for 
the week ; and the market is filled with the luxuries 
as well as the necessaries of life. Few men are to be 
seen ; the business being conducted by women ; and 
we could pot refuse admiring the spirit of industry 
manifest on these occasions. No person is idle — ^no 
hand in pockets, or in fold, is seen, but both the 
buyer and the seller are employed in knitting ; and 
hundreds may be seen going and returning, earning 
their subsistence as they walk along. 

How different is this from the manufacturing poor 
in England, where attendance on a fair, or market, 
is a general pretext for squandering and idleness. 
Indeed economy, as well as industry, the two 
grand hinges qn whjch the happiness and comfort 
of the lower classes in society turn, may be learnt 
from all the movements of this people. 

The living is a rectory in the patronage of the 
bishop. The church, situated near the river, is de- 
dicated to St. Rystyd, Archbishop of London, 36 1 ; 
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md lays claim to considerable antiquity. Tibii 
gftmnd was given^ and probably the church erected^ 
by Biiun> son of Nefydd Hardd, one of the XV. 
tribes of North Wales, to expiate the murder of 
Prince Idwal, perpetrated by the father of Rhan« 
The time of its erection may therefore be filed A. D^ 
I1j6o. On the floor are 8e?eml Ibrass platet with 
figures of the Wynne family; so beaotifully en-* 
chased, as to reflect the highest credit on die ob-* 
score artists, Sylranns Crew and William Vaoghan^ 
Vim: would the execution^ visible in several of them^ 
disgrace the present sera of the fine arts« But nei-*' 
thcr Crew nor Vaughan are recorded on the list of 
Fame. 

** Full many a gem of purest ray serene^ 
The daric unfathom*d caves of ocean bear ; 
, Full many a ilower is bom to \sAxA uaseen» 
And waste its sweetness ia the desart air/' 

GRAt, 

]fn the corner of a ehapel is a stone coffin, 5vith an 
inscription, importing, that it was removed from the 
abhf^y of Conway, its ancient place of sepulture ; 
and contains the body of Llewelyn ap Jorwerth- 
An ancient tomb incloses the remains of Howel 
Colymor, grandson of the Knight of Bettws, and 
the: original owner of Guedir. On the tomb lies 
the figure of a Knight in armour; the inscrip- 
tion round is, Hicjacet Howel Cotymor, ap Gruff (yd) 
Vyxhan ap Caruffis am(e)m. An ornamental gal- 
lery brought from the abbey of Maynan, displays 
some curious ^rvcd work of considerable merit. 
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The churchy which is a good gotbic buildings ii 
disfigured by outside shutters to the windows kept 
shut, except during divine service ; a custom pre* 
l^alent through this part of Wales, and understood 
to be a necessary precaution, for preserving the win-*' 
..dows against the depredations of ball players; ball 
playing being an amusement to which the Welsh 
are passionately devoted. The Guedir chapel^ 
founded by Sir Richard Wynne, from a draft of 
Inigo Jones, intended as a burial place of the fa- 
mily, is an ornamental building, and discovers the 
hand of a master. 

Two miles from Llanrwst is a large slate moun^ 
tain, the highest part of which is called Craig f 
Gwalcb, or the Rock of- the Falcon, once covered 
with oaks; which, from many of the stools remaining^ 
appear to have been in no degree inferior to those 
which enjoyed a deeper soil. Here is a subject of 
useful inquiry, how these huge forest trees could ra- 
dicate and flourish on the hare ro€k ? If vegetables 
do not receive all their nourishment by their leaves, 
then these must have derived some nutritive matter 
from the strata beneath, through latent fissures. 

Near the base of this mountain stands Guedir, 
with extensive woods in the back ground. PronH 
the date over the gate-way, it was built in 1 538, by 
John Wynne, Esq. grandfather of the famous Sir 
John, author of the Memoirs. It consists of Uxo 
courts., a greater and a less ; and exhibits a specimea 
of a noble mansion for a country gentleman in the 
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4ays of Elizabeth. It has been observed, that thi3 
house took its name from having been the first 
house in Wales that had glass windows. At this 
Mr. Pennant feels indignant, and derives it- from 
Gwacd"dir, i. e. Bloody Land ; from the battles 
fought here about 6 10, by Llywarch Hen ; or the 
cruel battle fought near, between Jevaf and Jago, 
and the sons of Hoel ; he calls in the testimony of 
a bard to prove, that the use of glass was known in 
Wales fpr centuries before. 

Respecting the use of glass, there can be no doubt 
at a much earlier period. But at that time it 
was not in general use in England; and is not to 
the present day in North Wales. It is probable, 
therefore, that a large mansion with numerous Win- 
dows, which, frpm the situation of the house, would 
exhibit the brilliant rays of a departing sun to a 
great distance, might induce the common people 
to change the name from Gwaed-dir, to Gwydr, 
now Guedir.* A chapel, a neat building in the 
gothic style, and overshadowed by a very large 
Spanish chesnut, stands near the scite of the old 
iiouse ; where service is performed four times a year. 

Guedir lately became the property of Sir P. Burrel, 
(now Lord Guedir, or Gw^ydr) in right of his wife^ Lady 
PTtUoughhy de Eresby, eldest daughter to Robert, late 



♦ There is nothing lo prove that the old house " was not glazed ; 
and that from this circumstance it might have derived its name 
tome centuries before. 
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Duke of Ancaster.* The woods are extensive, and 
consist of a great variety of forest trees ; oak, ash, 
eliri, firs, sycamore, beech, &c. Among its plants 
the RuBUs iDiEus, and Vaccinium uliginosum, 
are abundant. 

Ascending the opposite acclivity, which forms the 
eastern boundary of the vale of Llanrwst, we got 
into the road; winding through an extensive wood 
of sapling oaks, interspersed with beech and ches* 
nut;'f' the elegant spruce, the pensile bircb^ 
and the rich scarlet berries of the mountain ash, 
added a pleasing variety to the sylvan scene. The 
opposite rocks and woods of Guedir, the people 
busy with their hay in the little vale, the meander- 

♦ This lady is posses sed in her own right of the office of Locd 
Great Chamberlain. of England, which is executed by her husband. 
By. her father's side, she is descended from the ancient family oif 
the Berties ; and by the female, from Owen Qivyned^i Prince of 
North Wales. Vii. Hut.itfGued. Ram. 

+ The Fagus c a stake a is frequent in the woods i^ Wale$,' 
imd seems to have been much more general in England formerly 
than it is at presetit. There are many remains of old decayed 
chesnuts in woods and chases. Many of the old buildings of 
the metropolis are formed of [ this timber ; and Fitzstephens, who 
.gave a description of it in the reign of Henry II. speaks of a 
notable forest of these trees, which grew on the North part of it, 
Ducarel recites a grant of the ty the of its fruit in the forest of Dean, 
made by this monarch to the abbey of Flexley. It is an agitated 
question, whether this beautiful and profitable tree be or not a na- 
. tive of this islapd ? After all that has been adduced on the 
negative side, by , the .Hon. D* Harrington, Pennant, and others, 
.1 cannot. l;ut cpodude with Evelyn and CoUinson^ that it U 
indigenous* 
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ing mtr, and the $un darting his resplendent rajt 
through the intervals of shade^ formed a landscape 
peculiarly soft and pleasing. But we were not long 
^fc^e we experienced t^e effects of contrast: ol>« 
taining the summit of the hill^ which is five nailes 
long, nothing hut a desart heath presents itself to 
the disappointed view. It is a barren niorass^ cir- 
cumscribed by naked dark brown mountains^ which 
give it a sombre air of melancholy grandeur. As fir 
9$ the eye can ken, the prospect is relieved by no 
variety ; nor is the view interrupted by a single ob- 
ject that can awaken curiosity. Not an inclosure,*- 
not a hut^ nor the mo^t distant trace of the country 
being inhabited. The very cattle, as though prog* 
nosticating famine if they staid, had forsaken it ; nor 
was one of the feathered trifces beard to chaunt his 
.'aeriail song. Scarcely any marks of vegetation, save 
here and there a few species of carex, peeping 
through the black, earth; with Scirpus palvstris, 
and C. ccESPiTOsus, Ekiophorum polystachion*, 

AiRA CARYOPHYLBA, JvNCVS CONGLOMBRATtJS and 

J. sQUARRosus, all pointing out the incpngeniality 
of the soil.* ^ 

Making the best of our way we at length diseo<- 
\ered a few turbaries, which intimated human beings 
were at no great distance ; and further on we dis- 
covered some poor people with sledges, dragging 

' ♦ A vi«ibfeifeolmtxkappti«ntiAty$e>jiteii3iveiiaf,aAdltimgte 
wsih6uf much expence or dHBcoIcy be dninei, trnd qmokly la^ 
prcyred : but expe&ct and dificttlty ^re rdtlivt ttiMf stud liave a 

very different meaning in 4ififerent places, 
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twajr the peat afid turf that had beea reoeatly. cot ia 
the distant bogs. 

Alas! saidl, even these refiise spots, these Uaids 
in the map of nature, are not unattended to! The 
misery that takes refuge in the neighbourhood is 
glad to ask for some consolatton from the scanty 
productions of this dreary waste !^ 

The noind aiive to the beauties, is sensibly a£Sacted 
vith the seeming defects in Creatbn, and gradually 
beeomes in unison with the objects, and the scenety ^ 
around it. We found oarsdves enveloped . with 
gloom, but were at length reUcved from it, by the 
venerable {Jantations which encircle an old mansioii 
of the Wynne's, eslkd Voelas Hall, occupied hy 
the Hon. Mr. Finch^ who matried the heiress of 
that family. 

An^ artificial ii^nt is to be seen here, on wlikji 
formeriy stood a castelet, destroyed by Llewelyn tte 
Oreat. A remarkable column bears a very obscuiie 
inscription, part in Latin and part in Welsh. AH that 
oan be collected from it is in the last line, import- 
ing, that fhe ixcelkni Prince Llewelyn lies buried here^ 
This must have been Llewelyn ap Sitsylt^ who was 
assassinated loai ; about the place of whose sepul- 
ture history is silent, Llewelyn ap Jorwerth havii^g 
been publickly interred in the abbey of Conway ; 
and the third and last Llewelyn being slain near 
Bualt. Several other small. pillars were standing, 
with ttlegible characters^ ui the time of Camden. . 

Two mtles to the right is Iqjytty Evan, wheoe 
formerly stood an hospital of St. Jc^n of Jerusalem* 
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Tbk was an asylum for travellers in this wild country 
during the inhospitality and perils .of war ; ibrn^ed 
under the protection of the knights of this order^ who 
held the manor, and made the precincts a sanctuary. 
After the abolishing of the order, the privileges pas«- 
sing to other hands, the place became the terror of 
the country ; exempted from regular jurisdictions, it 
jbecame a rendezvous of the abandoned and the des- 
perate from every quarter, and was literally converted 
from a house of penitence and prayer into a den of 
thieves; a set of banditti ravaged the country far and 
wide with impunity, till, by the prudence and per- 
severance of Meredyth ap Evan, in the reign pf 
Henry VII. they were completely extirpated. • 

After a long interval another charity arose in this 
place, but not out of the ruins of the former. Cap- 
tain Richard Vaughan, a poor knight of Windsor, 
erected and endowed, A. D. 1600, an alms-house 
for six poor men, with a weekly allow^mce for bread 
and coals. 

We descended to the small village of Capel V06- 
las, and passing a bridge over a stream tributary to 
the Dee, we came to some low unprofitable boggy 
meadows, where several farmers were mowing their 
ill-conditioned grass : the mode of performing this 
is very different from that we had been used to wit- 
ness: the scythe is much longer and broader than 
ours, which the mower lifting up in nearly a vertical 
direction, strikes at a distance from his body with all 
the strength he possesses, as though he were striking 
at a ihotistcr whose attack he dreaded ?nd wbo^ 
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escape he feared ; it appears awkwatd io a beholder^ 
yet it IS reasohable upon two grounds ; the intertnix- 
*ture of rashes, &c. in this coarse hferbage renders it 
difficult to cut, and frequent failures in the crop will 
Iiot admit of going regularly over the ground. They 
have a peculiar mode also of sharpening the scythe : 
a piece of board, three inches wide and about eigh- 
teeh long, narrowed at one en4 by tvay 6f handle, is 
covered over with a composition of pounded gritstone 
and hog*s lard ; this is used as a common whetstone 
for all the cutting instruments used in husbandry. 
The stone is brought in lumps from the foot of Snow- 
don, and sold in the market at one penny per f^ound. 
Wishing them favourable weather for housing their 
sc^ty and hard-earned crops, we soon reached the 
solitary inn of 

CTRNioasu* 

Hfearin^ that three chaises' and a post-coach were 
kept -at this inn, we promised ourselves that we 
should meet with a few comforts to console us aftef 
our liielahcholy day*s excursion ; but we found, on 
entering, that the external and internal of places, a( 
Well as persons, are too frequently at variance ; we 
could not procure a single article of a quality thai 
ieven hungry appetites could cordially relish ; and I 
^oold advise the future traveller, who intends to call 
dt Mr. Rowland^s, to be provided with a portable 
4x>rffiiil, to cheer him under the cheerless reception 
at the Inn*t)f Cyrniogeu. 

* Three jniles further ^we reached Ccrrig y Druidion, 

U 
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famed^ia Camden's time^ for some remains of Druid- 
ioal worship, whence it originally took its name; the 
Antiquary will now find himself disappointed, for 
these sacred reliques have long since been removed by 
the hands of interest, and made subservient to erect* 
ing a wall round a farm-yard ; they consisted chiefly 
of cromlechs and kist vaens, or stone chests ; and a 
particular account of them is given by the learned 
annotator of Camden, IL 813. 

The road now became less dreary, and a few cul- 
tivated farms gave a gleam of hope, that we were 
once more approaching an inhabited country ; un* 
acquainted that there was any thing peculiarly wor- 
thy of observation before we should reach Corwen, 
we suddenly came upon a scene as grand as it was 
unexpected. 

Pont. Llyn Dyfpws. 

A bridge of one arch, about fifty feet in the span, 
is seen bestriding a deep and dismal chasm, through 
which the hoarse-soundingf torrent, the Glydn^ rush- 
ing down into a deepened bed, roars over the. dis- 
jointed rocks beneath, and, lashing the rocky sides 
that check its impetuosity, rolls its angry waters to 
the Dee. The stupendous fissure, full two hundred 
feet deep, is overhung by large forest trees, whose 
spreading branches, intermingling from the opposite 
sides, throw a darkened shade over the awful scene, 
and the eye dreads to follow the maddened torrent 
through the profundity of its horrible bed.^ • 

A bold cataract, above the bridge^ giv^s you suffi- 
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tient notice that you are. near, and the hoarse rum- 
Wings of the water, heard in distant murmurs down 
the dark and wooded glen, give an additional effect 
to this truly sublime scene« 

The road from fiala to Ruthin here joins that of 
Llanrwst, for which purpose the bridge was built ; 
it winds round the side of the hill on a rocky shel^ 
with a wall towards the ravine, while the rude per- 
pendicular mountain lifts its tremendous head with 
overhanging crags, that serve to heighten the colour- 
ing of the terrific picture; and I may venture to 
affirm, that the coup d*ceil of Ponfyr Dyffuus is not 
inferior to Pont Aber Glasjyn. 

We crossed the Dee over an old stone bridge ot 
six arches, where its dark and deep waters are archly 
contrasted with the wooded banks as it ^ows through 
the narrow verdant vale of Edernion, and soon found 
ourselves again in Merioneth, at the small town of 

CoBWEir. 

The only inm is the Owen Glyndwr, to which we 
were directed by a huge figure painted on a sign^ 
having large eyes and a long beard, much like the 
Saracen^s Head, meant as a likeness of the hero of 
the vale^ who still lives in the remembrance and af- 
fections of the people of Corwen. The decent ac- 
commodations, and the pointed civility of the people, 
made this a comfortable retreat. Wishing for every 
kind of refreshment, after a long and toilsome day, I 
inquired for a Tonsor; after waiting till the supper 
was ready, and my patience nearly exhausted, I dig^ 
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covfefed that ,irty meading/was noi compretiencited jj 
the j^irl, supposing, from ^h'e tiitie of t^d iyenwg, 
and i\\6 custdni of the pl&ce, thai I mWst' tVi^sb fo^' 
the soothing sounds, of /liiiisic to luu hie'tb re- 
pose, \ inVroduced a 'bnrtd' harper* i/^'mllfed as 
jou may suppose; to haw shewn any symptom^ 
6f disapprbDalion would have beeii calling my owA* 
t^sl6 m' guestfon^ 'afid an' unfair reiquital of 'her 
weil-meant Intentions^ I' retained the village rhih- 
strel, and' on' 'further explaming^ fny WahtSj^ was 
informed,/ there vvas ho baroef within many miles ; 
that a woftiir^ shaVed at Corweri, Ibut she siippbstd my 
honour \youId not like to be shaved by a woman /-^ 
So^ilirig at the haughty ideas oui: sex were supposed 
tb enfeftain of theTair, and fhe humble opinion she 
Bad ot her own, r readily acquiesced. The girl, 
who understood me rather from my looks than my 
language, liastened her sleps, arid, in a few rhinutes, a 
tall stout damsel made. her appetarance, about twenty- 
five ,of ,a fair and ruddy complo^ion ; who, with the 
apparatus in,hfer hand, and a smile upon her face, in 
broken English addressed herself to the companjr. 
^n the,on^ hand was^a pewler jug containing hot 
water, in the other a case of razors and ^ shaving-* 
box : wonder not at the latter, the accomndodation 
of. more polished countries; it was a present from a 
^enlleitan, whose beard she had taken off. with so 
illuch digxterity and ease, as to leave an impression of 
gratitude upon his miad, and he had, as a token of it^ 
made thfs useful acknowledgment. She proceeded 
to*^ the work. Entertained with the novelty of the 
thing, and the perfect good' humour of the operator, 

y Google 
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C|pTe$6^0{l \p spptilp^apd t;l^e,^pit^3X §pup<fls^pf .l^?j la^ 

^^y ?. pert^Iy \^<^(V^ I e.xp,ep^e<J. Qr\ ijpquiry, | 

a^ <^ed«al?ie {j^i;$^^^ pg^es^e^^ at bif 

4^f^. o^ A SjCPali ftri^jJ^y, wbich^ wh^le tbe fftPPiljf. 
reig^a^ to^etb^^ wa.?,,suffictent tp. k?^p^|^e;i^ b.uf 
t^ti^njte.w^r^ qjafrigd:?©^ §orne;(;lcad, a.pd abewa^ 
li^ft.withi ap ^ged rp,P,thl?r, :a|i^ had t^J^e^jUp this pdd^ 
tut profitable tr5de,.as a ^neaas pf pr6ourui| ^ubsisty 
cnce for both. I never had my beard more Qasib/ 
?^?>?'§?f?^^ ^^^^ i^^iepeod^lj^t pf tlv^j^^ fcp^ tl^e qg^sk 
^ifijptioq^^of tb^ ^tt^rp^9.um^taoc^*^the man of ^p* 

^;SB?^^^^s?^*^y to, thi^'dptifu! daughter oif affliction^ 
J^nr^ntecj her wit|> a. saiall piece q[ silver on the- fjp- 
gjj^n, 2|r|4^we s^pu l^rnt the happif e§s tl\is unex-^ 
•pcQlei pyent pifp^iAQe^ Mja§ npt cpnfipf:^ .^p l^grg^l,^ 
The generosity of this simpiq.BpicjpI^rappftaredtiH, thig, 
q§ in mapry ofj^tv instances, of top liberal a natwrc, 
):obe.c.o«fine^ wU^in t^^^ . Tihe 

^Qy.QC the una^^l^^erflt^jl Wels^^ character is th? jp;^ 
^ socigl f^articijiat}^^^^^ th^ Ijar^pn,^ ^^fi.^Pr^ ^^^^ P'^Off 
|iag for us durir>^ the hojir g( sapper, w^^ nojy enr 
Ji^stpd^m tl^^^^^ ]yiagd^Ien^.;.her ypun^^if-. 

^^l\^^c^' [p thQpt9jvn,,.,3nd the servants of thjp 
%i5,e ?y^^p; ipyjjf,^^^ tbe miptressoC thj^ 

tep^5n^J^^Pl?l&^?:^^^ ^f^¥'?^ t|je Qpc^si^n,; qPRT 
tributed her mite also; the merry dance an^ cheer- 

ifl^JOWfw>;i«fisnfr:>iiiatiid« iana aiiUanced boar^ Add 'we 

imd-th© f)Iwgui^ ef witnessing ^^latge portion of int 
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offensive mirth, produced by an inconsiderable gra- 
tuity. Early in the morning we were awaked ber 
fore we wished by a numoer of voices singing ; the 
cause of this unwelcome serenade we found, a con- 
gregation of Dissenters assembled in a chapel oppo- 
site the inn, before they went to their respective em- 
ployments, to pray for the prosperity of their coun- 
try, and supplicate the Divine Being for a speedy 
restoration of peace. This njatin service was per- 
formed for this purpose at the same hour once a 
week. 

The town is neat, but vei'y small, situate on tfee ris- 
ing ground on the southern bank of the Dee. The 
church is a neat cruciform structure, in a highly ro- 
mantic situation, immediately under a vast rocky 
clJff, the abrupt finishing of theFerwyn; it is de- 
dicated to St. Julian, archbishop Of St. David's, who 
was esteemed the godliest man and greatest clerk of 
all Wales; he died lOSg:* . 

' On the south side of the church stands a cross, 
which the vulgar call the sword of Glyhdwr ; the 
shaft is let into a flat stone with four supporters ; in 
its present mu£ilated state it measures four feet eight 
inches ;* it might have been originally six; it. would 
then answer, in shape, to a coffin lid, or one of those 
grave stones in that shape, so frequently foUnd in 
church-yards. As the place of Owen's burial is nh^ 
certaift^* " it might be conjectured that hisVemainSi 

!j .mw • 7 • •. .. [y ., 

* A Aiarble slab is shewn in the catSiedhJ^of Batig<^ as Ms ()ii. 
•n4-B^cf >. ^Mt th^ iq highly iinprobj|bIe : th^ goafdiaq^ of iSpfi 
charch wool4 hardly |)ermit the bod^ of its incfudiar^ to obtain s| 
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lie undei^ it;,biit the mark^ representing a sword^ is 
one of those crosses that marks the interment of a 
moniy or a person of some religious order* 

A neat building standi on the same side of the 
charch-3rard^ a monument of the judicibus munifi- 
cence of a private gentleman^ called Corwen Col- 
lege. 

It consists of SIX dwellings, with endowment for the 
support of six widows of poor clergymen, possessed 
of the cure of souls at the time of their decease, in 
the county of Merioneth, by William Eyton, Esqi 
of Flas Warren, Shropshire, who left by will, 1709, 
a sum for this purpose ; .but, from some, cause, the 
building was not finished, according to the inscrip- 
tion over the entrance, till 1750. The endowment 
was originally sixty pounds, .but is now doubled ; thi«s 
sum, by a singular circumstance^ is at present en^ 
joyed by one. A proviso was made in the will that 
the widows should keep the building in repair ; and 
if at any time, there should be less than the number, 
those resident to share the residue of the income ; it 
was now occupied by only one, a Widow Stodart, 
who, with an otherwise friendless sister, l|ved toge- 
ther in a degree of afHuence. 

A small building, adjoining the church, coptain^ 
the parish-hearse: it. is a. light caravan with two 
wheels ; the body, like that pf a hearse, is hung upon 

place of distinction within its walls* It. is said, that he was buried 
at Mannington, in Herefordshire, where he died, at the housf 
of his daughter^ A« D. 1415. Vii. Fennanu 
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springs^ and painted black; a person i$ allowed a 
salary out of the paiasli.rate.to keep a stout kocse : 
wbeninforitiedof the time of burial, be i$ lo pr^x^iced 
to the bouse of therdeceased with bis i^ehM^Ie. and 
xnovewitb the body, a solemn pace to the place of 
interment ;ihis^ must strike every person as much 
more decorous than the common practice of remote 
country parishes in England, where the dead are fre- 
quently farried in a conuqoti; dung^rcart, or the cof* 
fin swung across a horse*s.back, who havens to get 
riJof.bis load. A decent'j3eap£ict for/ thi^ dead has, 
in all ages, been consid^ed' aaa mark of a polished 
people ; in thisi respect* the: Wc^sb shew a gteat d&» 
gree of refinement, no people. being more ^tteativo 
to the solemnity of fungal id tps. 
• A maxiuiactory.of wdoUen. cloth^s^ from tbe wool 
of the ^neighbourhood, .has lately been commenced 
at Corwen,.4and promises' to employ the numerous 
pocxc of tbp'iaeighbourbood; it produces whjte coarse 
goods, booght up by the Liverpool merchants for the 
uise of the colonies. Th&vocks about Corweii, aboiiad 
with the Lichen: proposcidi^ns and Rubus chA4 
MJ£ik<oiiys,; c^led MwyarBerwyn, or the Bjerwtn 
Mulberry: a?iglic^ DEWBBamsSi or Clouxi ber* 
Riss ; they are considered by the natives as power* 
fui antiscorbutics, an^' held in' high- esiimation ht 
tarts, Sec* &ac, 

J'ronting Corwen is a British post called Caer Dre-? 
Wyn: it is a circular .Wallpii the summit of; & steeji 
hil}, aWut a paile gnd ^ ji^f Jh Qircurpference^ yfjt,^ 
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(be refnaifis c^fcircud^r h^Vitalioi^ witlfip^ nqw ia 
loir^s, Mi^.^B^Pinafit supposes this tp tiave beea on^ 
fif ibg^e ^tr^ng \^p\^$ where the Welf h pl'a?^^ tbetf: 
WWJen, phiWr^R, ija^lo, &c. as a safe-gi^ard, ais4 
cpfisi4^rft it 01) d of t.|io$f) Pih^ifia of posts that began at 
Diserth and end^.at Can.>vy4; |put, frpm nhis placf 
h«^ing 1)0^ wp^y <rf. w^^er, I ih^mld rather suppose i^: 
tp. bQ qne i9f tbj? It^rpppf ary ew\vev^hj^i cai^pa^ ^\ifirm 
&^y halted fpr 9 nig^t or twq till they wer^ ab}^.^ 
r^iQ |t^«pgth^; 19 recoinnR§«Ci?, th^v depKf54»«ogr 

:„ QwQp C5wjqs44' is ?uppofi?d,.hy %«eUoft, tp Ij^yf 
j»Q!>pild. ,tW§;|?q^ while jHenry 11. ^jas enqampc^ 
P9 th^oppq8i|ft:sij|e.(?f the x^lq^ l^^ir^^Jiftji ^fr 
fBipblecl all^ l)ip chpicp ^rces on, thp Bprwyn,^^^ 
s^rqpgly en(r9p/che4r.thei;n \iy f^y^S^S the vjoo4s ^T^ 
taking e>yefy.po$^'>ihl»e precaution; ^g^inst ambpsh an4 
surpris^i. , Both afrniesi, /qr a considerable time, igy 
in sight of each pther ; but the W:el,§h, well 3,0^ 
gqfk>HtQ^.\y!itJi, \hp country \fy. t|peip lijjht trppps^ 
cut "<¥#*. the )cipg*s s^ipplios of fo^ag^ ^nd ammu^- 
uitipp, i ^.ftd 9p, . l9ai;^sse4 l^em by s|fLiri!n>phjp& 
tlj^t^t^fi,? king;\y^,.g<ad to with^r^w to Eng^e4 
in jc^iagrib and rC^sgrace, without having stru^ 
S^.^Wlp Wow, f^d. Powel, p: igp.) Th« p}ap« 
0^ fncanppmfftt ipay. ^till -^C; graced by a'fwir 
KfL9( Pf^tk t>e^ffeeft t^ifi.cbiit^.h.pf Cprwen and the 
village of Conwyd. 

-'^This WM after\Vaf'dg theretreiit of the celebrated 
Owen Gl^ndwr, whpije riiemory i^ highly rev^ered ip 
this neighbourhood^ long the scene of his ^%]^]ffit^ 9^ 
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his hdspitality. The family name of this extraordinary 
character was Fyehen; he was styled Gfyndwr, or 
Glyndwrdwy, from his possessions lying principally in 
the vale of the Dee, (Dwrdwy) commonly called the 
vale of Llangollen: some remains of his pri^^ate pa- 
lace are still visible at a place called Sychnant, about 
three miles from Corwen, He was fourth in descent 
from GryAydd Vychan, the surviving son of Gryf- 
fydd ap Madoc, Lord of Bromfield and Yale, whose 
residence was at CasteU Dinas Bran. By his mo* 
ther's side he was allied to the North-Wallian Ptifl- 
fees, from which descent he afterwards derived his 
claim to the throrfe of Wales.* Writers v^ry about 
the precise time of bis birth; it mast have been 
isbme time between the years 1349 ^^^ 135^. li is 
, a common idea that extraordinary characters have 
their births ushered in by extraordinary events or un^ 
common appearances ; his father's horses were said 
to have been found standing in the stable up' to their 
bellies ip blood the night previous to his nativity, 
Holinshed relates this as a presage of this arih-re^ 
heVs future cruelties ; while the Welsh considered it 
«s an omen of the just retaliations be would iritke 
«ipon their cruel oppressors; Owen fencouragfeii'this 
^dea, as a mean of securing the (Enthusiasm of the 
|jeof)I^ in Kis favour: and, it is not unlikely^ iw eh* 
de&vouring to ptersuade others, he had persuaded 

f Le^nd thus ractcons bis genealogy : *< Ltuejln ap Jorworth 
Droyndan, Prince of al Wales, had Grifith; Grifilh had Uuclin} 
puelin had Caterine ; Caterinc had Elcpjr; t^eanortad Hclo^ 
another to O. Glindoorc,*^ f. Ju .^ 

3 
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himself' into a belief of its reality. Shakspeare 
finely delineates this mixture of superstition and 
vanity, when he puts the description of hig birth into 
the hero's own mouth. 



At my birth 



The front of Heaven was full of fiery shapes ; 
The goats ran from the mountains, and the herds 
Were strangely clamorous in the frighted fields; 
These signs have marked me extraordinary ; 
And all the courses of my life do show, 
lam pot in the roll of common mn^^ 

Endued with great military genius, a splirlt impati-i 
ent of controul or provocation, with the late disgracq 
of his country strong upon his mind, he was pre-? 
pared for those arduous scenes of diificulty and danger 
which the circumstances of the times unavoidably 
laid before bim. In the reign of Richard he hadi 
been a favourite at the English Court; and evidently, 
ixqxti principle^ was attached to the person and inte- 
rests of that monarch ; for he followed the fallen for- 
tunes of his royal master ; and, after the king's death 
retired to his patrimony, full of indignation at his 
Sovereign's wrongs, and with gn ardent desire to re- 
venge then). . His resentment against the usurper, 
Henry, Duke of Lancaster, was exasperated by pri- 
vate grievances as well as by public wrongs; as 
might naturally be expected, he incurred the frowns 
of |he new cfourt ; and, it was not probable, that any 
prior or present grievances, belonging to parti^aitai 
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pf the late, kiag, should be r^f^lrespe^ ; h >ya^ mprif 
prob^bl^ th,a,t n^w ones wo.uld he added; and wery 
epgine of deceit aod malice bg pv^t .ii}tO;5ctip^ 19 
entangle, in the mazes of the Uw, §6 pp\y.9rful an an^ 
tagonist to the new government. A portion of Owen's 
lands were seized by Jjovd Gf^ejv^ad, shortly after, 
by designedly, omitting to summon Owen, as a 
baron, to attend the King, insult was added to 
injury, and a pretence of forfeiture, as weak as it was 
wicked, was set up, to alienate the remaiftder pf his , 
patrimony.* «. 

In the very unsettled state of the public, mind, 
especially among the Welsh, and the just plea they 
inight have to throw ofF the English yoke^ fro^ the 
late unjustifiabje .usurpation, the danger might'.t^ave 
been foreseen, by ^he most shallow politician, of urg- 
ing a person of such abilities and interest as Qwen 
int9 desperate measures ; it might have beer^ esr 
pected, that the ampjtion of Owen^ fired by reyenM- 
would induce him to throw off allegiance fronj 
a power he considered unlawful ; and whifh, hi- 
therto, had only been exercised to rob hioi, and "hjs 
friends, and oppress his country. It required little 
penetratioa to discover that this would be a sign^ 
for a general revolt and insurrection through the 
principajity. The prognbsticatiops of Tr^*i;or, who 
advised tempcr^tje pro9eediugs, but in vain, were 

♦On the a'mJnder' "being issued" agaSnir Ojv«n, Henry IVtf 
Ipldthe loi^hi^cif l^lyfulwrdWyJto,kolsect Salisbury, of Rfig, ill 
If )u€h %{i)^lx )t ttiit lemaip^. , .♦ ^ ;. ! , 
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quickly verified 5 thfe Welsh, instigated by their 
hisrds and binkreTs, wiib recited th'err idcumulateil 
wl'ot^gs, the virtue^ of (fifeir pWnces, ^tid theh* pre- 
sfeht^fero/ in -AUerhnte song, rdilfed routld the stan- 
difrd'of their new lead'ei*, land, calling to ihind the 
pf-bphecies of theirancient bards,* lookfed op to hlitt 
V^ith^ll the (!f6nfidienc6 bf ehtfttrsia^nrj, as ''a miracu- 
lous personage Trcfni •Hcaveii, who should revenge 
iht blood of thetr dou^try, tmd restoi-e to it, once 
^gaih, its lost irtdcjiendenct. SintaundAi by a pteo^ 
pie ardently breathing for liberty, and iat the h'cad 
6T k fdrm^dable army, his 'fir^ act was that of just 
Retaliation, fie seized upon the landp and person tif 
his chifef enemy, Ix)rd Gray^-J^ aud, oh the 20th d[ 
September, 1400, he was publicly proclaimed Princ6 
of North Wafes/ The insurrection now became ge- 
neral, and the Welsh, except within the rnfluencc 
6£ the royal garrisorlk '^ntirfely thre\!<f off the Englisli 
^oke. So formidable indeed was' the rebeHion bo# 

y 

* **riiejr awakcncS the people to Ac recbllectlbn-of the fiats "peri 
form^ by tihtir ancient Princes ; represented Glyndirr «9 'k de4 
fpendam from th^m, and nOw their lightfal Prince; "expounded 
the hnherto mysterious prophecies ; and asserted^ that in this ex- 
traordinary man was to be expected the completion of every pre«» 
diction of the oracular Merlin, 

t Reginald was kept a close prisoner> and probably sereretf 
handled by Owen.. The king* wished to obtain the liberty ofhis fa« 
vburite : Owen demanded ten thousand marks £ot his ransomi and 
flte king's son, withr other nobles, as hostages for the paymetit; 
the king, at tength, complied ^ith theex'travagjftit temistf red^ff^- 
^bi% andRieginaWwas^ctastlibcrigc.^ - . 
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considered by the English^ th^t the King tbouglik if 
fieCessary to march against Owen in person ; ba<^ 
after endeavouring to dislodge him from his fast- 
nesses among the niountains, and losing the flower 
of his army in the attempt, he returned fo 
I/)ndon in chagrin and disgrace. Taking advan^ 
tage of this inter val,^ Owen over-ran South-Wale*; 
taking many of the castles, garrisoning some^ 
letting fire to others, and destroying by fire 
and sword every thing that opposed the execution 
of his designs. 

The King, having recruited his army^ and filled 
']ii^; treasury by contributions, again took the field 
against. this arch^rebel ; 'but with no better success. 
Want of victory was, in this case, defeat ; for every 
day Owen acquired new friends and additional 
strength. The year j402 was the meridian of his 
glory. He completely subdued his great enemy 
Grey, who had again appeared in arms, and forced 
bim into a matrimonial alliance with one of hid 
daughters* Having thus secured him, he proceeded 
to an act> which, however politic h might be con-^ 
sidered from the urgency of the times, yet cannot its 
atrocity ever be wiped from the escutcheon of G|yn- 
dwr. Under preitence that many of the clergy bad fa* 
voured the cause of Henry, unheard, and with a total 
disregard to innocence or guilt, he adjudged them 
to the sword, and sacrilegiously sacked and destroyed 
the cathedrals of St. Asaph and Bangor. Owen was 
DOW become the hope of his friends and the terror of 
his enemies. The repeated trump of victory bad 
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roused the dormant- spirit of the most indifferent 
parts of the country. And by his past experience, 
and the influx of ^ditipnal troops, he became stiU 
more iijxrmidable from an invasion of the Norths by 
the Scotch, which created a powerful diversion in 
his favour. He was not only able to over-run great 
part of the principality, but to make predatory ex^ 
cursions, and levy contributions to the banks of the 
Severn. Victory trod close upon the heels of victory j 
and the English,, beaten and discomforted in everj 
quarter, to cover the disgrace of total defeat, attri^ 
buted t^e causes to the incantations of witches and 
V{icked sprites, enlisted under the banners of the 
British Chieftain. Owen judiciously encouraged an 
idea so^culated to inspire his own army with cou« 
rage, and throw dismay and terror among the troops 
of his enemy. The Prince of English Bards, while 
he pourtrays the vanity of Owen^ makes him vauntr^ 
ingly boast of his connection with the spiritUsai 
world: 

" Where is he living, dipt in with the sea . 
That chides the banks of England, WaleSj, or Scotlandt 
Who calls me pupiU^ or has read to me? 
And bring him out, that is but woman*s son. 
Can trace me in the tedious ways of art ^ 
Or hold me pace in deep experiments ? • 

I can call spirits from the vasty deep, 

Owen's affairs began to wear so prosperous an 
aspect, that he assenibled a Parliament of the pEin-; 
cipal gentlemeti who espoused his cause at Mach-. 
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yullcth.* His Ikte tb thfc pHHcipSfhy Wai liefife 
formally ackHd-ated^J, artd the tVd^h pkcfed iipon 
hi^ b^ad, Hii ^Ht^ttkl mtd an i^iafhce with the 
Pfercieft frif Nbrthuthbtfrtittdj afid With Mortfmc^, m 
the name bf hi& brbiHter the Eirl of IVlanSh ; and 
this Iriuintitate, like thfc old one rif Rome, placing 
thfeir geographical instruments before Ihem, divided 
the -empirfe ftmbn^sit them. The ^effects "of thii 
CtfttKtioY), hbw^ver, t<r&b not friendly to the cause oif 
Gtyrrdwr. T*^6 armiei arrived trnder the cbttimand 
of Mortimer ; tttid d third, undir Pferb^, tried to 
form a junctidn with Glyftdwl*, and encamped in 
the vicinity of tfeWfestry. Henry, with true miKtary 
Ckill, S6n6ible, hoW importatit it wad to his cause to 
prevtent, if possible, this jbftctioh, hasteneid by forced 
tnarc^es to engage Pfercy, At the risque of being 
torrooinded by a detachmfent from the allies, whom 
hb Overtook and defeated near Shrewsbury. This 
test a gloom upon Oweh*s atmbsphere for some time; 
but spurning fear and trampling on difficuky, be 
entered into an alliance with Charles, King g( 
France ; by whoSe dsristance, with troops and money, 
he'renewfed the war with redbubled vigour ; and was 

* Here he lunrrowly escaped assassination, from a snare laid for 
him by his brother-m-law, David Gam, a i»x>fessed friend, in the 
pay of Henry. But the plot being opjportuncly discovered, Glyn- 
dwr escaped. .He spared his life ij|oiY»>afibct2o(i for his wifb, but 
kept him in close confinement for ten years, 

Powel says (p. 310,} that he was released upon his solemnly pro- 
mising to be true and loyal to Glyndwr in future ; that David basely 
fled from hh engagements, and Owen retaliated by bitfrnng his man- 
Mcb) bat GttQ Escaped. 
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SO successful this campaign (1404)^ that the English 
were driven from every post ; the Principality was 
alienated from the Crown of England, and Welsh 
independence appeared firmly re-established. The! 
next year the atmosphere was again darkened with 
clouds, and Heaven seemed to frown upon : his 
affairs. The English troops, led by the wise and 
intrepid Henry, Prince of Wales, proved invincible ;» 
and the Welsh, as though suddenly bereft of their 
usual spirit, yielded in several pitched battles to 
superior discipline, and became an easy conquest to 
the enemy. The spirit of Owen bimsdf, who had. 
hitherto borne up against adversity, and shaken off 
difficulties like dew-dropsfrom a lion's mane, seemed^ 
broken ; bis principal friends dispersed ; and he was 
obliged to wander from place to place, accompanied, 
by a few trusty partizans^ amidst the retired and 
secure parts of the woods and mountains. Shortly 
after this, Owen*s fortune again revived. He re-, 
ceived fresh succours from France; and we find him 
at the end of the year 1405, at the bead of a 
powerful and well-appointed army, encamped on 
Wobury Hill, in the parish of Witley, near Wor- 
cester, the suburbs of which he burnt. The King 
was constrained to go u fourth time, in person, against 
this formidable enemy. Here the French, unequal 
in valour to the English, shamefully gave way at tho 
beginning of ihe day ; and the allied army, expe- 
rienced a most terrible defeat. Owen, with the 
remnant of the Welsh^ made good hU. retreat to 

X 
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the mouatains of Wales; and feeling the indigna- 
'tion which the brave always experience at the sight 
of cowardice, sent the. French troops home, and 
begun .to. turn bis i attention to internal defence* 
From thi« period bis affairs began rapidly to decline ; 
his fomcs'wcre not only weakened by tbeiate dis- 
asters, but -also by the dcfectbniof the whole district 
of Ystradt • Tywy. Thoiig|i possessed of sufficient 
strength t6 retain his fortified positions,' be was too 
weak to nleditate ^ny thing beyood defetisivie mea^ 
sures. Though his carccrisrat stopped, anclhis army 
almost. dwif^dled to nothing,- yet;the spirit of Owen 
wtis rnot tittferly .depres3£«l ^ for m. oppom'ian to a 
gmnt of lanxls made byiifertryj. consisting 45f estates 
betenglrig-:*a 4he adhef4Ei«$:.of-Owen, he was not 
behind the-King Jn an ^jsteutatious displi^y of regal 
pow^en He gran ted a paijdou-tD one, John ap Hovvel 
a'p Jevah Qoeb,'^^ Amno priricipatu3 nostri VI, dattrm 
apndKevn tianvair X** die Jan, per ifisum frm-ipem,'' 
On the -seal Was tb^ portrait of Oiven, seated in a 
chair of -statev bearing a sceptre in his right band 
and a 'globef in . bis lcft;>' 'Having lost his principal 
fortresses, Owen, though the had acquired some 
afdditional foUowerSj'was ufiaUe to do little more 
than make pr»datory iait)ads upon the Welsh 
Jilaifches, v Nw^eri of hii friends^ wearied with ti^ 
length of the war and the hopieless prospect of final 
goc<;es6, . at length deserted his^ standard ; and fee 
wa^ cdnsttair>ed to cdnf^no himself to the most diC* 
fkult passes ah(i defensible positions amidst (hemoun^ 
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tains. Stilly thougli' thd power -of our hcra. was 
reduced^ his spirit wasfav from betng subdued. Ho 
yet possessed the Alpsi df Wale^y bi wWch he je< 
mained invificible, because inaccessible; <thougb 3(3 
closely blockaded, as to cease to be formidable to the 
neighbourhood. -: . 

Here, with a determined bravery, he maintained 
his position in spite of the whole force of England, 
till long after the death of Henry. When Henry V, 
wishing to have his mind and his troops disengaged 
to chastise the French ; and finding Owen and his 
adherents still in a respectable state of defence, 
who, in the absence of his troops, might annoy 
the neighbourhood, condescended to enter into a 
treaty with him. The tenor of which was a free 
pardon for him and his followers; and an act of 
oblivion and general amnesty for the whole king- 
dom. Whether the hero deigned to negociate is 
not said ; probably his death, which happened 
about this time (1415), interrupted its completion. 
If this event* took place, as stated, at the house 
of his daughter, there is reason to suppose that he 
did. The treaty was, however, again renewed by 
the same Minister, Sir Gilbert Talbot, with the 
6on Meredydd ap Owen, February 24th, I4l6; 
and by his closing with the terms, peace was re- 
stored to both countries, after an undecisive struggle 
oi fifteen years^ 

* He died September 20, 1415, aged 6l. 
X 2 
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I have given a short sketch of the exploits of this 
extraordinary character,becau8e they are little known; 
and because the events of the time of Henry the 
Fourth, as they stand in the English history, are 
obscure without it. 

Yours, J. £• 
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LETTER XIL 



DfiAR Sir, Chirk. 

YV E ndvv entered the far-famed vale of 
Llangollen or Glyndwrdwy ; and rambled for miles 
upon the banks of its still more celebrated river. 
The lofty Berwyn stretched its high table land to 
the right, while the left was formed by gentle slopes 
and verdant meadows. 

As we proceeded, the mountains put on a bolder 
aspect: and the valley, with its river, assumed a 
more varied shape. No longer the tranquii stream 
we before admired, it swelled and foamed with all 
the turbulence of rage, gr*w impetuous, and forced 
its passage over its uneven bed in the form of an 
unbridled torrent. Consistent, however, with its 
capricious character, \t takes a devious course ; 
one while receding from the view and seeming to 
flow in peaceful silence, at another it appears rol- 
ling over shelving rocks, while its wood-fringed 
margin heightens the eflfect of the hoary wave. 

The road sometimes ascends the acclivity of the 
mountain, and then suddenly drops into the length- 
ened vale ; while the opposite side of the river con* 
sists of moderately wooded hills, that present them« 
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selves in all the luxuriance of forest foliage, inter- 
spersed with numerous villas of the gentry, and 
white-washed cottages of the more humble inha- 
bitants ; which give additional charms of life and 
spirit to the varied landscape. Descending into a 
rich bottom surrounded by woods, where a crystal 
stream issued from a fissured rock into -a natural 
bason below, we saw a number of females assembled 
to wash their linen i Svhich they performed by first 
Jaying it to $oak in the bason, then beating it with 
^rj^iece of fl^t board on a portion of the rock, atid 
riibbirig tJjue. more delicate articles with their hands 
ao the runnifig stream : then spreading them on the 
turf to dry. This brought to our recollection a similflr 
tnbde of wfljhipg in a more polished country ; which 
iinust recur to him, who has ever led hi$ 'devious 
steps to the banks of the Seine. Or should it be 
refused protection under the roof of refinement, it 
.has at least got the sanction of antiquity : it was 
the custom of ancient Greece. 
. Homer describes Ulysses and bis eompBoioos, as 
rseeking in the ooursc of their ro^t^— 



-" TJie cisterns where Phoeecian dames 



Wash their fair garmentsin the limpid streams. 
Where gathering into depths from falling rills, 
The luoid wave a spacious bason fills : 
The mules unharnessed, range beside the main. 
To <trdp <he vw!ant h^bage of the plain. 
. TkexiietTiufeiistibe royal tabes they lave, 
lAndjpliiinge &e yesture3 m tht cleansing Wave : 



Digitized by 



Google 



TOVn THROUOH NORTH WAtB3. 811 

The vestures cleans *d, o'erspr^dthe $helly sand, * 
, Their snowy lustre whitcnii all the strand/* 

To persons who have seldom been beyond the 
precincts of a city, this may appear a very singular 
custom; but it must be admitted an eligible one, 
where fuel is scarce ; and at least conducive to 
cleanliness and salubrity. 

From hence the boundary to the left opens in the 
small, but beautiful vale oiEgwest; through which 
a rapid stream from the mountains of Yale, flows 
into the Dee. The variety of the scenery increased 
every step as we approached Llangollen. The Dee 
widens, and irregularly flows over its shelving bed, 
and exhibits its bottom dry, except at time of flood, 
in various places. It consists of laminated slate 
rock, making an angle of about thirty-two with the 
plane of the horizon ; but frequently rising into 
ridges of a sufficient height to interrupt and divide 
the stream of the river. 1^ at length forsakes nearly 
the whole of its bed, and contracting its waters into 
a narrow channel, throws them with velocity over a 
ledge of rock through a single arch of the beautiful 
bridge of Llangollen. 

This bridge consists of four' pointed, or angular 
arches, the widest not more than twenty-eight feet in 
the span. Built by Johti Trevor, Bishop of St. 
Asaph, in the year 134(3, and is considered by the 
Welsh, as, one. of Trl Tiws Cymru^ or^ The three 
Elcgaot Things of WalA'5.. ... - > 

4 
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The town is small, on the southern bank of the 
river, and has nothing to boast of, save a good parish 
church, dedicated to St^ Collen, an Irish saint of 
eight descents from Mathalwch, Lord of Cwl, in 
Ireland,, who lies buried here: and a well endowed 
free school. The houses are meanly built, and the 
streets narrow and without pavement. But Llan- 
gollen derives its consequence from the celebrity of 
its vale, the beauties of its surrounding scenery, and 
the interesting objects of antiquity in the vicinity. 
And perhaps no place is more justly famed ; where 
the sentimental and refined lover of nature may have 
full scope for the indulgence of imagination. 

At a small distance, overlooking the town^ is a 
very peat building in the cottage style, fitted up with 
great taste by the present occupiers, the Right Hon* 
Lady Eleanor Butler and Miss Ponsonby. The 
former was sister to John, late Earl of Ormond, and 
is aunt of the present Earl.* The latter is of the 
noble family of the name in Ireland, and cousin to 
the present Earl of Besborough. 

An extent of about two acres includes every thing 
graceful, as a confined pleasure ground. It is an 
elegant villa in miniature, and justly entitled to Miss 
Seward's appellation, *^ The Fairy Palace of the 
Vale.". 

The. e ladies, united by sisterly affection, conge- 
nial talents, and endued with virtues and accom- 

" ^ This lady is omitted in Kcarsley's Peerage ; but this is but one 
e^rpr amon^ many* See Titles Drogheda^ J)alhdusie^ ^Ct 
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pltshments, calculated to adorn more public scenes, 
retired early from the gay worlds and chose this re- 
cluse spot for their constant residence. Avoiding 
every appearance of dissipation, they lead *a life as 
retired as the situation. 

While v^re lament that such examples of female virtue 
should be lost to society in an age of levity and vice 
like the present, we cannot help admiring the spirit 
of self-denial and command, which could inspire such 
contempt of the world in the youthful period of life, 
surrounded with the blandishments of pleasure, and 
the allurements of ambition. 

The morning being wet, damped the ardor of our 
company for the proposed excursion to Llan Egwest, 
and Dinas Bran. Setting out alone, a walk of 
about a mile up an ascent, brought me to the 
foot of- a hill of conical shape, rising suddenly on all 
sides from its base ; on the summit of which stands 
the celebrated castle of 

Dinas-Bran. 

The fragments of this ancient building rising in 
the clouds at a distance, -are a sufiicient guide to it. 

The thick misty rain that had fallen, rendered the 
ground very slippery ; which increased the difficulty 
of climbing this otherwise arduous acclivity. But 
seized with the enthusiasm of an antiquary, and 
burning with ardor to survey the spot where Free- 
dom's Chieftain sat in proud security, amidst op- 
pression's storms, I resolved upon the ascent, and 
at length overcoming every difficulty, gained the 
mountain's brgw. 
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The building, which occupies the whole of the 
«unimit, save a narrow esplanade at the top of the 
front escarpement, is not large. Two wells and a 
chapel, beside other apartments, were contained 
within it. The materials are the shistose stone of 
the neighbourhood. The form is oblong; length 
two hundred and ninety feet ; and .breadth one hun- 
dred and forty ; the walls exceeding thick, and 
those at present standing, from ten to eighteen feet 
high. The side least steep was defended by deep 
trenches cut through the solid rock. From the 
breaches made in the walls, this fortress must have 
been exceedingly strong ; and from its inaccessible 
situation, impregnable to every assailant but the in*- 
vincible one of time. To this the mouldering ruins 
give ample proof of its submission : 

'* Beyond the same, and yet on hill full hygh, 
A castle stands, an old and riiynous thing ; 
That haiightie house was buylt in Weather's eye, 
A prettie pyle and pleasure for a King ; 
A fort, a strenght, a strong and stately hold . 
It was, at first ; tho' it now^s full old ; 
On rocke alone, full farre from other mount 
It stands, which showes it was of great account." 

Churchyard. 

Here might the leaders of the brave, but over- 
powered Britons retreat, when Glory bade thera 
quit the field, and wait for more auspicious mor 
ment*: here securely hide while the marauding 
enemy burnt, their towns, and laid waste their coun- 
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tfj% to meditate revenge, and form plans' of just 
retaliation. Prior to the use of cannon, this place 
could only be taken by treachery, or starved into 
surrender. It was generally supplied with a jear*« 
provisions. 

The English forces chi-efly consisted of Baronial 
levies ; these temporary troops were only formidable 
in canfipaigns;. soon quitting the ifieid, by the te-^ 
iniurd of their service, they were ill calculat<jd fot 
iiockade. , Even a regular siege, if obstinate, gene- 
rally sickened and disheartened the soldiers, and 
obliged their comniamlers to quit the field 5 not 
unfrequently in disgrace and infamy. 

This is doubtless a very ancient, and one of the 
•primitive Welsh castles ; but the period of its erection, 
and by whom erected, are both buried in equal obli- 
vion. It is said, but upon no authority, to have 
been built by Brennus, a GaMic general ; and hence 
its name. Camden derives it from hryn^ a British 
word for hill, and dinaSj a fortified place, i. e. the 
Fortress of the Hill. It is more probably derived 
{as Lloyd observes) from the mountain stream that 
flows near it, called Bran ar Crow, from the colour 
of its waters, imitating the feathers of the bird ; and 
it is called Crow Castle by the people. It was the 
seat of the ancient lords of Jdl or Yale, and proba- 
bly built by one of them. 'In 1257, it afforded an 
asylum, from the fury of his justly enraged coun- 
trymen, to GryfFydd ap Madoc, who basely sided 
with Henry II, and betrayed bis country. ^On his 
death, the guardianship of his children vested in the 
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Crown, by feodal custom. The eldest the King com-^ 
mitted to the custody of John, Earl Warren ; and the 
second to Roger Mortimer, The guardians well under- 
stood the natureof their charge,and faithfully executed 
their private instructions. They procured the assas- 
sination of the children, and took possession of the 
estates. But Warren, struck with remorse at the 
foul murder of his innocent ward, spared the third 
son, who must also have been committed to his 
care; and afterwards procured for him, by a grant 
from Edward I, that part of Yale, strictly the Lord- 
ship of Dinas Bran. Whether the grant was only 
for his life, or he had no issue, does not appear. It 
afterwards was possessed by the Warren family, 
whence it passed by marriage to the Fitzalans, Earls 
of Arundel, aad followed the succession of the 
Lordship of Yale. It at present forms part of. the 
extensive possessions of the Miss Middletons of 
Chirk. 

In 1390, a celebrated beauty resided here, a 
decendant from the princely house of Powis, named 
Myfanwy Fechan, she won the heart of a celebrated 
Bard, Howel Lygliw, who addressed her in a beau- 
tiful ode, preserved in Jones's collection ; she is the 
subject of an amiable digression for the poetical 
authoress of Llangollen Vale : 

" *Mid the gay towers on deep Din Branny's cone 
Her Howel's breast the fair Myfanwy fires ; 

O harp of Cambria, never hast thou known. 
Notes more mellifluent, floating o*er the wires ; 
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Than when thy Bard this brighter Laura sung, 

And with his ill-starr'd love Llangollen's echo rung.'* 

SSWARD. 

The time of it$ being dismantled is unkix)wn« 
Leland, describing it as a place of great strength, 
says it was in ruins id his time ; and relates a story 
of an eagle that built annually in the neighbouring 
rocks*; and that a person used to be lowered down 
in a basket to take .the young, who was obliged to 
have another basket over his head to save him from 
the fury of the old bird. — Vol. V. jf>. 53. 

Looking round upon this demolished castle^ once 
the seat of royalty and power; its walls, some itt 
mouldering heaps, and others kept together by the 
fibres of the clinging ivy ; with the doleful plants 
Sambucus ebulus, Sorbus hybrida^ and Circ^a 
iiUTETiANA, the inhabitants of waste places, in great 
luxuriance; my mind was naturally filled with melanin 
choly reflections, and the descriptive lines of Dyar 
came forcibly to my recollection : 



** Ancient towers crown his brow. 

That cast an awful look below ; 
Whose ragged walls the ivy creeps. 
And with her arms from falling keeps ; 
So both a safety from thq wind. 
On mutual dependance find. 
*Tis now the ravens' black abode ; 
*Tis now the apartment of the toad ; 
And there the fox securely feeds, 
Arid there the poisonous adder breeds, 
Conceal'd in ruin, moss, and weeds; 



} 



Digitized by 



Google 



318 TOUB THBDUGH SXATH WALE». 



While cva sod anon* there 1 

Huge heaps of hoary nQoukfter^d walls. 

Yet Time has seen, that lifts the low. 

And level Jays the lofty brow, 

H« seen ih'ts broken pile complete, ^ 
. Big with the vanity .of state ; > 

But tiansimt Is the sniile of F^¥: ! / ^ 

A little rule, s| little s^ay, 

A sun-beacB in a winter's day, 
. Is allrthe proud and mighty have, 
» Betwixt the cradle and the grave,*' 






' Fas^ng the foot of Fron Fawr, another ccf^e^ 
AsipeA.h\\], and crpssing the Br4n in the Vale of 
Egwiatj gtands the Pillar of Eliseg. It is a rouofl 
colutnn, originally twelve feet bigb; an. injfH'ovc^^ 
inent perhaps of tl>e Meini Hirion j and which suc^ 
^eded them &8 a noonumental emblem of the dead« 
T^ inscripcion is now illegible^ but was copied by 
liloyd.; and informs us^ that it was erected about 
the end of the 7th, or beginning of the 8tb century, 
by Cancenn ; sacred to the memory of his great- 
grand-father Eliseg* 

It stands upon a pedestal, five feet diameter and 
eighteen inches thick ; the length of the remATning 
shaft is six feet eight inches ; of the capital eighteen 
inches. Folly and supcfstition in farmer times 
might have paid religious honours to this pillar, as 
a Cross ; and the ignorance and fanaticism of later 
times, for the same reason, laid violent hands upon 
it, and mutilated this precious monument of anti- 
quity. 
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At a» small distance down the stream stands the 
ruins of 

Valle Crucis Abbey. 

This was a house of Cistercians, founded A. D. 
JdOO, by Madoc ap Gryffydd Maelar, Lord of 
Dinas Bran, who was buried here; as -was also his 
son, GryiFydd ap Madoc, 1278.—/^^. Powel^ 27Q.' 

Intended as a burial place for the family, it can* 
be no matter of surprise, that so quiet and recluse a 
situation was chosen, in preference (o one in a more 
exposed part of the country, and on the banks of the 
boisterous Dee. The monks, who had notbirhg t& 
do in the chofee of a scite, might certaifnJy with* 
greater abstraction and less interruption spend their 
time in silent meditation and prayer, for the souf of 
the founder; which these ecclesiastics were espe- 
cially bound to do ; and for which purpose the buildv 
ing was erected. Its endowments were increased 
by numerous benefactors, and at the Dissolution, 
according to Speedy amounted to ^2 J 4 3s. 5d, 
The time of its erection was nearly the commence-r 
ihcnt of monastic institutions in Wales, For after, 
the destruction of that of Bangor Iscoed, the first wo. 
Head of was that of Tygwyn, built A. D. 1140,^ 
♦^ After which (says Powel, 221) they mightily in-* 
(ircascd and spread over all the country. And ndw' 
the fountain-head began to be corru|)ted, for tba 
clergy maintained a doctrine which their ancestors 
abhorred ; as may be easily gathered from that 
worthy divine^ Ambrosia^ Telcamus, who floiu^ished 
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A. D. 540, when the Christian faith, (which we sup- 
pose delivered at the Island of Afalan, by Joseph of 
Arimathea,) flowed in this land in a pure and unr 
corrupted stream, before it was infected and polluted 
by that proud and blood-thirsty monk, Augusiiney 
From hence it appears, that the churches in this part 
of Britain long resisted the innovations of the 
Church of Rome ; and the monastic life was held in 
disrepute for centuries, after it was popular in Eng- 
land. What tends to confirm Powel's. remark is, 
that the greater part of the religious houses through 
Wales were Cistercians ; a division of the extensive 
order of St. Benoit, • or Benedict, which had just 
sprung up, and was the fashionable religious order 
of the day.* 

The ruins of the church and part of the abbey 
still remain. The church was. built cruciform, in 
several styles of architecture ; and furnishes a speci- 
men of the ornamental Gothic of the 13th century. 
A few of the arches are pure Gothic, but those which 
support the tower, and several of the doors are 

* Every thing with which man has to do, degenerates in time, 
t\it order of Benedictines became regardless of the excellent insti- 
tutions of their pious founder. ' Robert, Abbot of Molines, per- 
ceiving this, took with him twenty-one of the most religious of 
his monks to Cisteux, near Langres in Burgundy ; where he erected 
a new abbey, which he called Cistercium, and his companions Cis- 
tercians* The first abbey of this order here, was founded at 
Rival in Yorkshire, about the year 1131, by Walter Espekc, ac- 
cording to this distich : 

Anglia millesimo ccntes. anno quoque et' uno, ' , 
Christi et tric^imo, micuit'Cistercius ordo*" 
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mxed and ornamental. The East end is iti the most 
RDcietit style^ where the windows consist of long 
narrow slips, , sharply pointed at top. The West 
end has a large window with three lancets; and 
under^ an arched door way. Above is a small mari- 
gold window, of an elegant fret-work, with this 
incription — A. D. A DAM. D. M. S. fecit hoc 
opus. Face heata quiescat. Amen: and under, the 
mutilated date, M. D. . . . This unknown person 
probably repaired, or rebuilt this end, the beginning 
of the l6th century. The pilasters that support the 
internal arches end in capitals of elegant foliage ; 
and the mouldings of the arches are highly orna<- 
mental. In the North transept is a chapel, with 
two arches, and near it a double hinHier^ or vessel 
for holy water. ^ 

Adjoining the church is the abbey. The abbot's 
apartment was contiguous to the churchy with a 
small opening' into it, whence he might, if indis- 
posed, hear the service of the church performed 
from his chamber— A similar accommodation be- 
longs to the Principal's lodge, at Jesus College, 
Oxford. 

The front of the abbey was noble in its appearance. 
A large window, highly ornamented with stone 
tracery, and which reached fronv the roof to the 
ground, is still visible, with three long lancets ; 
and bvef them two others, with remarkable pilaster^ 
dropping from them. Within are the mairks where 
stood a small narrow stair-rcase. The cloisfie* is 
vaulted^ and supported by. rows, of low pillars; now 

Y 
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divided into apartments^ whicli are appn)i»iated fbr 
cattle ; a farmer occupying part of it as a dwelling 
house. A number of ash-trees have taken root in 
the area, and spread tl^eir heads high above its 
mouldering walls. This is said to have been the 
first religious house in Wales that was dissolved* It 
remained in the Crown till the time of James the 
First, who granted it to Edward Wotton^ afterwards 
created Lord Wotton 

** Say ivy*d Valle-Crucii, time«decayM# 
Dim on the bank of Deva*s wandVing floods 
- Your riv'd-arch glimm'ring thro* the tangled glade^ 
Your grey hills lowering o'er yon night of shade; 
Deep in the vale's recesses do you stand. 
And, desolately great, tlie rising sigh command.'* 

Seward. 

The situation of Valle-Crucis Abbey^ in this re« 
cluse vale^ surrounded by lofty hills^ and secluded 
from the world's rude gaze by thick woods, pecu* 
liarly fitted it for meditation and prayer; and it 
seems truly one of those seats 

" Whereerst Devotion did delight to dwell.*' 

In the deep repose of this secluded spot, not a 
sound was to be beard that could disturb the solem* 
nity such scenes were calculated to inspire. The 
mouldering walls, loudly bespeaking the frailty of 
all earthly things, and the sun .bursting from behind 
a cloud add peeping through the time«-wom crevices 
of the building, threw a tint of melancholy light; 
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atid the consideration, that it was holy ground, all 
tended to heighten the energy of thought. And who 
is there, endued with a mind to think and a heart 
to f^l, that could thoughtless pass over ruins cruin-» 
bling beneath his feet? Who, that ever knew what 
sympathy meant, could pass by places that have 
figured in the page of history, withput furnishing 
his tribute to fallen greatness ? Who, that ever felt, 
a spark of devotion, could irreverently tread upon 
ground consecrated to religion, and look indiffe* 
renlly upon walls erected for the service of the 
Deity ? If there be such a man, I renounce all con- 
nection, I scorn the mpst distant communication^ 
with him ! He is the yile, the sordid slave of earth ; 
and is. destitute of every ingredient that enters into 
the composition of humanity ! 

But what is it gives rise to these sensatiods I feel ? 
Is it thie builc^ing ? The mossy walls, the pointed 
arch, the ponderous columns, the figured niche, the 
dim recess, the ppospective gloom of the Jppg-drawn 
ailes and fretted vaults ? No 1 These, vmconjiected 
with the lapse of ages,, produce no such powerful 
effects. Is it the recollection of the pomp And 
grandeur of the Catholic worship, once performed 
within the sacred walls ? its music, torches, tapers, 
Hiasscs, processions, vesper and matin rites ? No ! 
These to the rational Christian must excite a smile, 
and pity for the spirit that produced them ; save as 
they we^e connected with the important truths of 
Religion. Yes ! yes 1 it is this lies at the bottom of 
all the (^olciao veaeration I feel ! It is this gives me 

y2 
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the hesitating step. This excites the strong eiTK>« 
tions of awe! This absorbs- my attention, and lifts 
my heart towards Heaven ! ! There is sonietbing 
immortal within us, that, when subjects like these are 
discussed, or presented to our view by memory andl 
reflection, demonstrates our connection with the 
invisible world. For what purpose were these walls 
erected ? For what endowed with such a profusion 
of wealth ? What these sacred altars ? What these 
hallowed shrines ? Where are the original inhabi- 
tants ? Where the series of successive generations ? 
Whither are .they gone ? What is there employ- 
ment ? What their pursuit ? Are they still exercised 
with anxieties and cares ; still the subjects of afflic- 
.tion and pain ; still obnoxious to disease and death ? 
Or, are they exempt from all these ; and> having put 
ofF the body, put off every thing mortal with it ? 
And, as they taught, entered on a land of perfect 
happiness, breathing Getherial air, sunshine without a 
cloud, and* everlasting joy beaming upon their 
heads ? Doubtless some of them are ! ' Then what 
am I ? What is my pursuit ? Whether does it teffd ? 
Alas ! said I, the age of superstition is gone ; but is 
not the age of religion gone with it ? Revert, ye 
halcyon days, when to be religious was to be fashion- 
able ! When to be devout was considered rational ; 
and when a life of religious instruction, and devoted- 
ness tp God, was esteeiped the highest of all sublu- 
nary employments ! Riveted in the most profound 
reflection, I seemed to have strengthened my con- 
nection with the spiritual world, nay almost border- 
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iDg upon it ; every tbiag around me conspired to 
cherish the pleasing idea^ and it was not till the 
importunate demands of hunger reminded me of 

L my mortality, that I could be induced to forego it. 

1^ With reluctance I left the solemn scene, and, re- 
tracing my steps, joined, my company at the Hands, 
or Union Inn. 

We met with excellbnt accommodations, but the 
charges appeared unreasonable, till we learned that 
mutton was 6d. per pound, beef 8d. veal gd. 
.chickens 3s. and 3s. 6d. per .couple, and every other 
article proportionally dear ; and that provisions of 
all kinds could be procured cheaper from Shrews- 

I bury,* a distance of thirty miles, including carriage 

f and commission. The cause is obvious. The Salo- 
pian butchers drain the country of the fat, and 
the graziers buy up all the lean, cattle, to feeds. on 
their rich pastures for the London markets.- The 
large purchases they make produce a partial scarcity; 
this prevents a regular supply, which always en- 
hances the price to the consumer. Persons, there- 
fore; desirous of living in Wales, from the idea of 
its being a cheap country, in which they may re- 
trench, must go where the art and the avarice of 
the English traders have not extended their influ- 
ence ; where the market furnishes a supply equal 
to the demand ; and where the produce and th6 
consumption of the country reciprocally alternate 
together. They must admire the^wilds of Meribn- 
eth more than the beauties of Denbigh ; and rather fix 
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their residence on the batik of* the humble Dyfi than 
of the boisterous Dee. 

A few miles from Llangollen we met with the 
famous boundary between England and Wales, 
called 

CLAWBBOI^A. 

The kingdom of Mercia, one pf the Saxon He^p - 
tarchy, including the Cornavii, Corutanij Dobuni, 
and Catnellani, bordered on .Wales, The Welsh. 
frequently made inroads upon the Saxons. Offa en- 
tered into a league with sfeveral other Saxon princes, 
passed the Severn with a numerous army, dfove 
them to the mountains with great slaughter, and 
took possession of the flat country west of the Severn. 
In consequence of which the. seat of the Princes of 
Powis was. removed from Pengw^rn, (Shrewsbury) 
to Mathraval. Sensible 0/ the great evil of these 
continual inroads, Offa, to mark the confines of each 
country, or to give the greater security to his own. 
caused a deep dyke and rampart of eart^ to be 
made,* which extended a hundred miles over r^ks 
and mountains, and across deep vallies and fivers^ 
from the Clwyddian hills to, the mouth of the Wye^-Jr 
It may be traced at Brachy-hill and' J^anterdwi ia 
Herefordshire, and is continued northward from 
JCnighton in Radnorshire, ,over a part of Shrop-^ 

''» A. D. 776*' 

. ' t Tiiere ate marfci^of small amficial mounts at certain distancei 
idbng $he cour&ei v^ich were probabljr tb^ BQitc^ pf &rt«^ ^bi)9.4 
was congidercd as a boupdajy. 
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sbire ; enters Montgomeryshire between Bishop's 
Castle and Newton ; passes o\*er Mynydd Digoll, 
through Liner-park, to the Severn, at Ruttmgton, 
jnst below the conflux of the fiele and the Severn ; 
it appears again passing by the churches i>( Llandy** 
silio and Llanymynech, over the horse-conrse abovo 
Oswestry ; whence it descends to the Ceiriog, near 
Chirk ; crosses the Dee, ai^d the Rbiabon road, near 
Plas Madoc ; and forms part of the turnpike road from' 
Wicxham to Pentrc Bychan ; leaves Minera on tho' 
left, crosses Cegsdog river ; and at a farm near. 
Treyddm chapel, intbeiMrish of Mold, Flintshire^ 
ceases to be visible. This great work still retains, 
the name of OfFa's Dyke, and is an evidence of the 
ignorance and barbarism of the age; having been 
raised with immense labour ; but directed to no 
important use, at least as a line of defence between 
two hostile nations. As a mark of the boundaries, 
it answered no beneficial purpose ; and Ofia only 
betrayed his ignorance, when he supposed this pro- 
hibitory line would restrain the incursions of the 
Welsh. They smiled at his folly, despised his toils, 
and irresistibly carried their ravages far and wide on 
the English marches. So formidable were they for 
a long season, that a sanguinary law was made by 
the victorious Harold, that any Welshman who was 
found on' the eastern side of OfFa's Dyke should 
have his right hand cut off. — -Fide Speed\s Chron. 401 . 
Ihavebeen thus particular respecting this celebrated 
boundary,, because most authors have mistaken the 
line, and confounded it with another, but^ijpijar dy);ej 
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equal in depth, biit not in extent,* to that of OfFa*$, 
called fFais Dyke. It attends it at unequal distances 
from five hundred yards to three miles or more, till 
the former disappears. Even Camden describes part 
of one and part of the other, for Clawdd OfFa. — 
Fide VoL 11.^. 698. Both are accurately delineated 
on Mr. Evans's map of North Wales. I am at a loss 
to conjecture for what purpose Wat's was made, 
unless, as the foss of the other was on the side of 
Wales, the Welsh might have used Tt as an entrench- 
ment ; and the English or Danes might have formed 
the bther as a counter barrier.. Qld Churcbyard 
notices the distinction ; - . 

J ." Within two miles there is a famous thing, . 

Cal'de Offaes Dyke, that reacheth farre in length ; . 
All kind of ware [people] might thither bring. 
It was free ground and c^I'de the BritaiheS Strength. 
fVat^s Dyhf likewise, ahodt the same tvas set,. 
Between which two, both Danes and Britakies met. 
And trafficke still ; but passing boundes by sleight. 
The one did take the other prisoner stre^ht." 

This IS another inducement to think that Wat*s 
Dyke was nriadeby the Danes ; that in time of peace 
the inhabitants might be permitted ^to barter their 
respective commodities for mutual benefi* ; and the 
space between the twodykesbe considered as neutral 
ground, like the frontier fortified towns on the banks 
of the Rhine. » 

♦ It is only discoverable at Maesbury, near Oswestry, and ends 
Ht th^ Deej near Basingwerk. « 
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. Ad infringement of the lavm of hospitality on the 
part of the Welsh, it is said, led to the sanguinary: 
statute of Harold ; and the Welsh prohihited in 
future the privilege of putting a foot beyond Clawdd 
bffa. On the right of the village of Chirk, on the 
sumiDit of a lofty hill^ projecting from the Berwya 
Chaio^ stands 

' CHIRK CASTLB. 

^ The present edifice stands upon the scite of on© 
Bipre arrcient, belonging to the Lords of Dinas Bran; 
qLlled Casteil Crogen. It was built by Roger Mor- 
timer,* who seized upon Chirk and Nanheadwy, as 
Warren did upon Bramfield and Yale. By purchase 
it went to the Fitz- Alans, by marriage to the Mow^ 
hrays ; and, after seeing a number of owners, it was 
iold by the son of Lord Bletso to Sir Thomas Myd- 
dleton, in whose family it stilLcontinues. The two 
Miss Myddletons inheriting, as coparceners, on the 
den^ise of their late brother. . • 

f The castle is squiarc, having two courts and a mag<# 
iiificent gateway, strengthened at the corners with 
four round bastions, ending in small turrets. The 
Entrance is between two round towers, by a high 

• A commanlcation to the Antiquar^r Society iroportSy f^ tha^ 
it was begun 1011, and finished 10 IJ. The repair of the wing* 
destroyed in Cromwell's tiipc, cost 28,0001. ; the front is 260 feet 
long ; the court l65 by 100 ; and five round towers, 50 feet diame^ 
ter ; Adam's Tower, 80 feet high ; the wall near the dnr\geon 
9 feet deep ; add the dungeon as dee|> as the walls of the castle axe 
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narrow arch, not exaeily in the centre of the front ; 
and a pair of gates of exquisite beauty, wrought in 
so rich a style as to be considered a wonder of Wales* 
The first appearance is grand, but on a nearer view 
the building is heavy* Among the chief rooms ^rei 
a very large saloon, handsome drawing-room, and a 
picture-gallery, abounding with scarce and valuable 
portraits, one hundred, feet by twenty-two, with a 
variety of other handsome aparhnents ; but all are 
4uH, "owing to the windows principally Jookin^ lo- 
Y^ards the areas of the castle. IVt of it wias demo^ 
lished during the civil wars. Sir Thomas was long a 
ttrenuous advdcate of the Parli^imentarian side ol 
the . question, and a very successful oiHcer in that 
caused But, towards the decline of life, like manyi 
more -embarked in the same unconstitutional busi4 
ness, perceived that he had been spilling the blood 
of his countrymen to establish the power of a faction, 
whose tyranny was far worse than that which be rose 
in arms to oppose. He now, but too late, endea^ 
vonred to make restitution, and, in conjunction with 
Sir George Booth, endeavoured to restore the ancient 
constitution and laws. But the forces under Sir 
George were quickly defeated by thd active and 
vigilant Lambert. Sir Thomas took refuge in his 
castle of Chirk, where Lambert pursued him ; and, 
Sfter a few days' shew of defence, he was constrained 
to surrender at discretion. One side, and three 
Ipwers, which Lambert destroyed, Sir Thomas after- 
wand rebuilt in one . year. The damage occasioned 
by the civil wars was estimated at ^80,000. Oil tbo 
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Restoration, Sir Thomas was offered a coronet for his 
services and hfe suiFei^ngs, which he refused. This 
venerable pilt, though its history is not so interest- 
ing as many other castles, yet, when we take into' 
the consideration, that it has withstood the storms of* 
warfare and of time, for five, centuries, has much 
to boast of; and is, perhaps, the most perfect castel- 
lated mansion of its age in the kingdom. 
• The park is very extensive, reaching to the foot of 
the Berwyn mountains; and covered in places with* 
lofty iforeSt* ti^eefe. The pleasure-grounds are well 
laid oilt, and the different plantations disposed with' 
great taste. But what arrests the, attention of the* 
traveller is the incomparable and almost incort-' 
ceivable view from the elevation near the house. Iff 
is impossible to imagine any thing thore extensively' 
grand ; seventeen cauniies, as a natural map, spread' 
their varied beauties before the eye of the spectator;^ 
Towards 'England, th<i plain and town of Shriews-' 
bury, its towers and spires ; the rarige of table land,-' 
called the Clay tlills, extending towards the Malvefn' 
Hills, in Worcestei-shire ; ^the solitary Wrektn ; ther 
high land that bounds the Vale Royal of Chester:' 
towards Wales, Llangollen Vale, Castell Din'as' 
Bran, and the boisterous Dee ; the range of mcJun- 
tains dividing the counties of Merioneth and Mont*' 
gomery, the Clwyddian hills, and the Snowdon 
Chain ; with mountains appearing piled upon moun-' 
tains, till height and distatrce give them the sem^ 
blance of the ncighbouringclouds. Indeed^ nothings 
can exceed the variety and extent of scenery disco-' 
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verablc frpm this enviahh spot. Chirk is also famed 
in history aa. being the residence of a Ljird Marcher; 
and as this is little understood, I tvill furnish you- 
with a few hin^ relative to the subject, and should 
be happy if I could see a good history of 

. Lords Marchers. 

It has long been a questioifofdifficulty wben the^e. 
peculiar Seignories and distinct Jurisdictions took 
their rise. 

During the time of the Saxons we hear nothing of 
them. The Severn was considered the ancient boun- 
dary between Wales and England till the time of 
,OfFa : wJiat was conquered by that monarch, on the 
western side, was annexed to his kingdom of Mer- 
cia ; and, as a portion of the kingdom of England,, 
came into the possession of Alfred the Great. When 
he divided the kingdom, into shires or counties, he 
made part of the country, west of the Severn, a 
county of itself, by the name of Hereford ; aAd the 
residue he added to the eastern side, for those o£ 
Worcester and Salop. Though sonje of the lands 
were granted to the Saxori nobility, who built castles 
fp^r their defence, yet they were not considered aa 
sole gtuzrdians of the Marches. The crown was.pbli- 
ged to guarantee their new possessions, and the towns 
of Chester, Shrewsbury, Worcester, and Qlqucestec, 
\vere fortified, and kept in a state of defence, to repel 
the incursions Of the Welsh. It seems to be a ne- 
cessary distinction, that as much of Wales as was 
obtained prior to tjip Norman Conquest, the Saxoa 
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Princes obtiained at their own charge, and for their 
own use ; their subjects not being suffered to inter* 
meddle in the affair. The word marches signifies 
the limits between the Welsh and English ; and, 
as the country west of the Severn was put under the 
protection of the lords of these places, so fer they 
might be considered lords projectors of the marches. 
But it was not till by grants from the crown they 
obtained a right of conquest, and were invested with 
^certain pabtine jurisdictions and baronial privileges 
from tenure and creation, that they were entitled to 
the appellation of Barones Marchta^* or Lords Mar^^ 
chers. They were considered, from their importance, 
superior to other barons, and, from the red book ia 
the Exchequer, it appears that they were summon- 
ed to attend the coronation of Queen Eleanor, con- 
sort of Henry Hid, by the style and title of Mar^ 
chimes Marchia fValUa^ or Marquises of the Welsh 
Marches. This was the origin of the noble title of 
Marquis {VuL Blackstone, FoL L />. 3QS.) next in 
honour to a duke. 

The Welsh considered themselves as an indepen-ir 
dent nation, and had uniformly refused submission 
to the crown of England. The invasion of England 
by the Normans they looked upon as a contest be- 
tween two foreign nations, in which, as they had no 
interest, they had no right to interfere. 

♦ They were Barons in the true import of the word, according 
to the definition of the Civilians, ** Meruin mistumqoe ioiperium 
in (iliquo castro oppidove^ concessione pincipis," 
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William, and his suocessors^ conceiving that 4 
right of conquest, in one iostance, confecred on them 
, a title to possession in the other, ievied ibrccs and 
waged war upon the borders of Wales ; but, after 
several attempts to crush them, from the nature of 
the country and the military prowess of the inhabi- 
tants, proving unsuccessful, William, in the true 
spirit of Machiavelian policy, iHvide 6? impera^ 
adopted a new mode of warfare; he issued grants 
to certain favourites of all the lands they should bo 
eble to conquer from the Welah ;* invitations were, 
at the same time, sent to the Welsh, possessing 
aeignories on the borders, with ample promises an~' 
nexed, and a reservation of all their rights and privi- 
leges, for the simple acknowledgment that they were 
dependent upon the crown of Eiogland. Little 
however, was done during the reign of William ; his 
attention was taken up too much with the refractory 
spirit of his new subjects and the revolt- in* Nor- 
mandy, to attend to the subjugation of Wales. Wii- 
Ham Rufus, in quiet possession of the throne, ,and 
endued with more ambition than courage, turned his 
attention to his father s plan ; his views were se- 
conded by two traitors, Jeslyn ap Gwrgaint, Lord of 
Glamorgan, and Eineon, a rebellious chieftain of Ca- 
crmarthcn. The wickedness o( these men, coinciding 

* This measure, though originating in a wise policy, was ground-, 
cd on the absurd idea c^ forfeiture^ because the Welsh, in a more 
prosperous state of their affairs, had refused that allegiance which 
had been unjustly extorted from them by force, and to which, 
through existing circumstances, they had .reluctantly submitted* 
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With the Views of- Rufus, infused a deadly poison hi to 
the bosom of their country. Jestyn agreed to re- 
ceive the Normians into his territory if they v^ould 
assist in extirpating his great eneaiy, Rhys ap 
Tewdwr, Prince of South Wales. The Noroians, 
under their leader Fitzhamon, executed the task ; 
but, while Jestyn dnd Eineon were disputing about 
their respective shares in the recovered . territory; 
Fitzhamon seized the opportunity, and possessed 
himself of the prtticipal part of Glamorganshire, leav- 
ing only the rough and barren mountains to the con^ 
tending parties. The lands he parcelled out among 
the twelve knights that accompanied him in the Ex- 
pedition, a feodal tenure, the right of which be 
vested in himself. The king confirmed him in the 
possession of his new conquest, with the single pro- 
viso, that he should hold the same as a fief of the 
empire. A way was now opened for further sei- 
zures. The fortunate issue of this adventure mused 
a spirit of enterprise among the Norman nobility* 
The King did not fail to catch hold of the ambition 
and covetousness of his subjects ; he laid before 
them the strongest allurements, and influenced them 
by the strongest incitements to human actions, tke 
frospecis of interest and power. 

Several barons and others, consulting the wishes 
of the monarch, petitioned the crown for leave to 
do homage and declare their fealty for any conquests 
they might make; divers grants were accordingly 
issued out, conferring upon them all the lands they 
should thus obtain from the Welsh, with the roger*- 
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^yatjion^ that tbey should hold such lands in capife of 
.t)jeking. 

In the commencement, the only qualification for 
a Lord Marcher seems to have been a disposition for 
conquest, and the only restriction the above tenure ; 
but, although conquest was the general principle in 
which this dignity originated, yet, in a few instances^ 
we find a different ground for this distinction. Gryf* 
fydd. Prince of Powis, finding his situation perilous, 
from the meditated conquest of Wales, and actuated 
by motives of fear and discretion, submkted himself, 
with his dependent lords, to Henry . I. agreeing, t^ 
hold his possessions under him, paying the same obe^ 
dience and fealty as the Lords of the Marches. 
' In like manner' the territory of Mowddy became 
a fief of the crown. 

The lordships of Bramfield and Yale, with Chirk 
and Nanthendwy, as appendages of the lordship pa^ 
ramount of Dinas Bran, became the possession of 
English Lords Marchers as follows: 
^ Emma, relict of Gryffydd ap Madoc, being left 
with'several sons, and not agreeing with her hus- 
band's relations respecting their education, being 
the daughter of an English nobleman, and prejudiced 
in favour, of the Engli3b, delivered the two elder to 
the king's custody, under a pretence that they w'ere 
wards of the crown, their ancestors having sworn al- 
legiance to the English monarch. He committed 
Madoc, with his patrimony, to the care of John 
Earl Warren ; and Llewelyn, with his patrimony, to 
Roger Mortimer, third son of Baron Wigmorc ; the 
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former built the t^astle of Holt^ and the latter the 
castle of Chirk, which were made the splendid sepulr 
chres of these unhappy orphans. Thus did these 
lordships differ from some others ; but in one point 
they all agreed : they did, and were obliged to hold 
of the king in capite. This, and renou^nqing alle- 
giance to the Princes of Wales, was all that was re- 
quired of the succeeding Lords Marchers. 

Thus were Lords of the Marchers made and esta- 
blished, possessing, in all cases^ except high treason. 
Jura & privilegia regaJia. 

A number of new. grants were continually issuing 
from the throne, and a line of offensive posts was soon 
established to harass and annoy the Welsh. South 
Wales being defenceless by the death of the brave 
Rhys ap Tqwdwr, favoured the designs of these mili- 
tary robbers ; among the foremost was Bernard de 
Newraarche, who took possession of the three can- 
treves; of Brecknock ; Roger de • Montgomery next 
did homage for Cardigan; and hisryounger son, 
Arpplph,: obtained the extensive lordship of Penx- 
broke.: The Earl of Shrewsbury did homage also for 
Powi%.and separated the town and adjoining estates 
from that lordship. ThcEarl of Chester for Engle- 
, field andRhyvanioc, with the coast from Chester to 
. Conway. • Ralph Mortimer, for Elvel ; Hugh de 
X/apy, for Enos and Rhos ; Eustace Cruor, for Mold 
and Hopedalc ; Fitzalan, for Clun and Oswestry ; 
Montalt, for Harwarden ; Drja de Buladan, for Aber- 
gavenny ; Gilbert, for Mbnmoutb ; Fitzwarner, for 
Whittihgton; Roger le Strange, for Elesmerc;; 
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Martin, for Kemes'i M3rns de LondreSi "for Cyd- 
\vely and CdVnwalfen ; and Roger Mortimer for 
Mochnant, (now Chirk) Gynllctb, and Nantheu- 
dwyn, &:c. 8cc. ' ' 

Tha^ was ' Ihe last asylum of the BHtotis in- 
"vested on eVef^ side, and invaded by their inltaical 
"neighbours ; South Wales was nearly all in posses- 
sion of the English and Normans, and North Wales 
was curt^fled and reduced tb the island of Anglesea, 
the cotlnties oif Caernarvon and Merioneth, and part 
of Cardigan and Denbigh. 

For the better security of themselves, apd the go- 
vernment of the people, the rlew lords erected castle^^ 
garrisoned them with thieir own soldrers, and built 
towns in the most fertile parts of the country for their 
English followers. It was in this manner most of 
the castles and towns on tbe borders of Wales were 
founded ; this is evident, from the number of the 
oncf,* and the ancient charters, expressive of immii- 
nities to the burgesses of the other ; few or none of 
"them having purchased these of the crown till maay 
years after ; and, when that took place, which was 
seldom the case, they were only ton^rmations of privi- 
leges, granted them by the founders. 

Among the castles built about this time, werfe 
Pembroke, Tenby, and Haverfordwest, by Strong- 
bow and his family ; Newport, by Martin, Lord of 
Cemes ; Cydwely, by Londres ; Swansea, Oyster- 
mouth, and Loughor, by the Brewises; Brewis is 

* There were thirty-three in the county of Salop alone j and, ia 
the line of the Marches, one hundred and forty« 
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riso said to have built Radnor, Badc^ aiid Rhuiadr ; 
Biaen Llyffney, by Herbert ; C^rdiiFand Cowbridge, 
by Fitzharoon, and the Earls of. Gloucester ; Neath,* 
by Greenfield;' Abergavenny, by Dru de Baladan ; 
Ruthin, by Lord Grey ; and Denbigh, by the Earl of 
Lincoln. Many of these were fortified places prior 
io the Norman conquest, which, being deva.<^tated 
by war, or injured by' time, were repaired or re*^ 
build by the conquering lords. 
: . The tenure by which these lords held under tho 
king was, in case of war, to serve with a certain 
number of vassals; to furnish their castles with strong 
garrisons, with sufficient military implements and 
stores for defence; and to keep the king's enemies in 
subjections To enable these lords to perform this, they 
were allowed to assume, in their respective territo- 
ri^, an absolute jurisdiction; their power seems to 
have been as arbitrary and despotic, within their scr 
veral seignories, as that by which they were created. 
Various regulations, in divers reigns, were made re- 
jecting the nature and extent of their authority ; 
find, doubtless, when their assistat)ce was no longer 
wanting, their power was daily abridged and thrown 
into the scale of monarchical aggrandizement, la 
the 24th of Henry VIII, a statute passed, c. Q, 
" against killing of young beasts called wainlings,'* 
-(/. e. calves just weaned.) By this Act a penalty of 
6s. 8d. per beast was imposed on each offender : and 
it wa^ especially provided " that every Lord Marcher 
:.8hould have the forfeitures of every offender within 
ih^r mgnoritSy Ubertiis, and franchises roja{''r^ 

%2 . 
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Among the various privileges claimed under title 6f 
these franchises rcyal may be reckoned fines for 
non-appearance at their courts; the forfeiture of 
cdmmon mainprise^ recognizances^ mizes ; a power 
to hold courts baron and leet^ to have waifs and 
'strays, infangtbefe, outfangthefe, treasure trove, deo- 
dands, goods and chattels of felons, persons con-*' 
demned and outlawed; and also wreck de mere, 
wharfage and custom of strangers; and, hy a stretch 
^f privilege J perhaps^ they generally seized upon the 
goods and chattels of those who dfed intestate. 
: There is no record to be found in the tower, or 
elsewhere, of any grant to possess th6 authority an* 
nexed to their dignity ; the king's writs, from the 
Courts of Westminster, did not extend to, rK>r were 
they executed in, any part of Wales, except Pem- 
brokeshire, considered as a part of England by the 
title of Little England, beyond Wales. There were 
tseveral reasons why the high privileges enjoyed by 
these lords could not he held hy charter ; when the 
king granted a baron the lands he might conquer 
from the Welsh, it was not then known what be 
would conquer, or whether he would eventually 
obtain any. The lords themselves would not be very 
solicitous to procure such charters, as it sometimes 
happened that the lands they had thus taken posses- 
sion of were restored by treaty, or the Welsh reco- 
vered them by force of arms, and expelled the Mar*- 
chers. A still more powerful reason alleged is, that 
the immunities and rights were of so high a nature, and 
io wtited hy law with the crown, that it was not in 



Digitized by 



Google 



TOVE THSOUGH KOBTH WAI.B8. 841 

Ae power of the king to delegate or disunite ihenu Ji 
was thought advisable^ from the urgency of the limes^ 
to suffer the lords^ by connivance^ to establish such, 
regulations^ and exercise such authority as they 
might judge necessary, for the quiet and peace&ble 
government of the country. These jurisdictions, not 
being recorded as grants from the crown, if at any 
time questioned, might be adjudged invalid. 

In the marches the English laws were chiefly 
administered, and the tenures for the most part were 
of the same nature. Some Lords, however, from 
prudential motives, endeavoured to soothe the as- 
perity of conquest by permitting the Welsh in^ 
habitants to inherit after their ancient custom, 
agreeably to the laws of Howel Dda; with the 
proviso, that nothing should be done contrary to 
the interest of the Lord. Among other conces- 
Bbns, in favour of the customs of the former inhabi* 
tants, was the use of GaveUkindy or the law which 
made an equal distribution among- all the male chil * 
dren of the property of the deceased ; and the 
transfer of lands by a surrender in court, similar to 
our tenure of copyhold of inheritance. 

As the mode of conveyance, as well as the law of 
succession, was different with the two people in some 
Lordships, two distinct Courts were established, in 
which rights were discussed according to the customs 
of the two nations ; one called WeUherie, and the 
other Englisherie. In a few lordships,- thq double 
custom prevailed ; where the tenants, being English, 
were allowed the privilege of Gavel-kind ; and at 
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the same time tramtrtitted their laftdsby fec^ment*^ 
This was termed, holding by English tehure and fVelsh 
dole. In many places, the English customs entirely 
prevailed. The whoie jurisprudence within their 
limits dqpended upon the will "of the conquerors* 
£ot it sometimes happened, that the jurisdiction. of 
one Lordship infringed upon the rights -of anotberi 
and disputes arose about the extent of thdr ^autbo^ 
rity. As they were all ^equal, these disputes could 
not be settled by the means of ordinary justice* 
Jt Was* necessary, therefore, that superior CourU 
should be erected, for the pilrpose of accommodating 
the differences, The'dbords Marchers regularly held 
their Baronial Courts, where the inferior Lords, who 
•lield of them, were obliged to attend. The Lord^ 
of Glamorgan usually kept their Court iu the castle 
of Caerdiff. This, by an Jntimation from the King^ 
was made also a Court of Chancery fcM" the laciarchcs 
of South Wales, Appeals tnigbt be made, both 
from the Lords themselves against others, and also 
from the people against the wrong judgments Of the 
Lords, 4o this higher Court ; and all mattecs of 
equity were to be decided in the Chancery Court of 
Glamorgan. A similar Court was erected at Ludlow, 
for the marches of North Wales. In each, a Pre^ 
«ident and Council sat for the regulation of these 
^vicegerents ; and to restrain, in some degree, the 
oppressive hand with which these 'Lords too fre- 
•'qiiently tyrannised over their poor vassals.' In the 
etatutes at large, especially those of Henry VIII. 
*Tnuch' information .may be found relative to the 
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nature and pqwer of thcsp Courts of Presidency. 
Aniongst other regulations in that reign, it was re- 
commended by the King tp the Welsh, to adopt thp 
custom of other civilised nations, in taking one 
family name instead of the tedious manner of adding 
the name of several generations, by the cpnjunctive 
particle ap 5 and the Courts were requested to inforc& 
a compliance to the Kings wishes.^ The motive 
assigned was, the facilitating the identification of 
parties in judicial proceedings ; but, in fact ^ this was a 
scheme of policy to bknd the Wclslj with the Eng- 
lish, by obliging them to drop the names of their 
ancestors who had bled in the cause of liberty, and 
assimilating them in names as well as manners with 
the conquerors. 

From the time of the Normans these tenures in- 
cre|sed to the time of the Llewelyn, so that the 
marches, which at first were' no more than a line of 
demarkation between Wales and England, extended 
into the very heart of the country. On the death of 
that prince, in the eleventh year of Edvvard the 
First, the necessity and the grants ceased together; 
and after this period no more Lords Marchers were 

* Though the genteel people imitate the English, yet still the 
prejudices of the lower classes rivet them to the ancient manner of 
2|>pellation. By this involute method, the Chrisllan name of the 
fiither is the surname of the son or daughter, e. g. if a person's 
name is Oiytn Da'vid Luke^ Owen is his appropriate name, David 
his father's, and Luke his grandfather's ; his son would be called 
Da'vid 0<wen ; and David Owen's son, William Da<vidy &c. 

Women, after marriage, retain their maiden names, which occa* 
*tf|As great confusion to those unacquainted with this peeuliarity« 
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Greated. The Welsh submitting to Edward, he 
took the principality, into his own hand, and confer- 
red it on his son Edward, Prince of Wales ; of con- 
sequence, all submissions were afterwards made to 
the Prince. The King assembled a Parliament at 
Rhudlan Castle, where laws were enacted for the 
government of the country, according to the English 
manner. From this time, no Lord Marcher could 
exercise any prerogative, not confirmed to him be- 
fore, without a speical grant from the Crown, Having 
now effected that for which they w6re created, their 
power and consequence gradually diminished and 
became obsolete. Appeals were constantly made 
from the Courts of Presidency to the Courts of West- 
minster. From the statute of Wales, 12 Edward I, 
various statutes had been enacted with regard to the 
internal polity ; every one of which trenched uponj:he 
power of the marchers, till the 35th of Henry VIII; 
when (by stat, 34 and 35,"H. VIII. c. 26,) the various 
jurisdictions were abolished, and Wales incorporated 
and finally annexed by law with England. Baron, 
Hundred, and County Courts, were established there; 
and a session appointed to beholden twice a year in eacb 
county, by the name of the Great Sessions of Wales ; 
in which all pleas of real and personal actions are 
held with th* same form of process as in the Court 
of Common Pleas in Westminster \ and writs of 
error lie from its judgments (it being a Court of 
Record) to the Court of King's Bench. 
. Still, however, these Lordships long retained 
peculiar privileges^ and the Courts of Presidency 
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<eere not finally dissolved till the first year of WiU 
Iiam and Mary; which then were considered, as 
the preamble of the act (l Wm. and Mary, sfat. i, 
r. 27,) sets forth to be an intolerable burthen to 
the subject. The original number of these Lords 
was twenty-one ; of whom one only, Abergavenny 
now remains ; who is, in consequence of this high 
descent, the ^rst Lord Baron of the realm. The 
others are lost, either by falling to the Crown, or 
merging in other offices or titles; and the jurisdic- 
tion and authority, the signs by which they were 
known, being no more, it is difficult to discriminate 
these from other Lordships. They may be known* 
however, by the following inferences: 1st. It must 
have been inherited or subdued prior to the death of 
the last Llewelyn. 2d. It must have been held olf 
the King in chief, and not of the. principality. 
3d. Any suit, that may have arisen about the title, 
must have been pleaded at comnrion law in West- 
minster Hall. 4. All offices of other manors, that 
were held of the King or of the principality, were 
found by virtue of writs out of the King's Exche- 
quer of Caernarvon or Chester, for North-Wales ; 
and Carmarthen or Cardigan for South- Wales ; and 
out of Pembroke for lands in that Earldom. But 
the Escheator of the marches of Wales, in ancient 
time, inquired of the tenure, and found an inquisition 
fost morlem of the Lord by writ out of the Chancery of 
England ; and, as these Lordships were not in any 
^hire of England, the business of the inquiry was 
laid on the escheator of the next English county ; 

and such eschcators had the charge and . survey of 
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tJ^C.IwdsMps iwrchesi; apd such escheator was ta 
jgo into any I^ordsbJp, and s\vear an inqqept, and find 
An office after the. de^th of the Lord, ^nd ipquire of 
the tenwre and y^ilwe.of ^hq Lordship. 

Thus have I given you a very brief out-line of thq 
origin, power, and decline qf Lords Marchers of 
Wales ; necessary to be known fpr understanding 
^n interesting part of English pnd Welsh history. 
Whoever wishes for further elucidation upon thi^ 
obsolete subject will find much curious information 
in a manuscript novv. in possession of P. Llpy4 
Fletcher, Esq.* of Gwernhaeled, Flintshire, whence 
ihiswas principally extracted. 

I^eaving the noble mansion of Chirk, the ^eat of 
genuine hospitality and real elegance, we crossed 
jthe river Ceriog, a tributary to the Dee, and at pre- 
sent the boundary between England and this part of 
Wales ; and, pulling off our hats as a token of re- 
spect, bade a reluctant adieu to the Principality. We 
turned our backs upon a country which had furnished 
JUS with new scenes.at every step; where Nature 
}ias been lavish with whatever- tends to please and 
lelevatje the mind; where Flora sports in sweet variety^ 
^nd spreads her matchless charms over Alpine heightSji 
as well as lowly vales, in rich profusion. A country 
ihat was eminently distinguished as the birth-place 
^nd residence of the children of freedom ; who, 
from their independent spirit and martial prowess, 

♦ This gentleman is among the number of those whose virtuet 
adorn distinction of rank. To the utmost urbanity of manners, 
Mr. Fletcher adds a Hbetal hospitality that lays a contributioa i}pQfl 
the gratitude of every travelling v isitor. 
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for centuries chastised rapacity and injustice, and 
made oppression and tyranny tremble on the Throne. 
The mournful reliques of whose skill and valour 
furnish the Antiquary with curious objects for re- 
search ; and lead tlie feeling mind to admire the 
courage that defended them, to detest the spirit 
that caused their erection, and to wepp over the lost 
independence of a people, after so many struggles 
for its preservation. A country where a plain, honesty 
hospitable people, uncprrupted by wealth, and not 
enervated by luxury, still keep the noiseless tenour of 
their way; where calm content and bliss delight to 
dwell. Thou land of charms farewcl I And ye, iti 
envied tenants, now farewel ! 

I am, yours, &c* J. E. 
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LETTER XIII. 

Dear Sir, 

xN my former letters I have frequently ad- 
verted to the peculiarities of the people of North 
Wales ; and some of their local customs have been 
noticed en passant. The designof the present is, to 
detail a few observations that could not so well fall 
in with connected narrative. 

From a variety of causes, the Welsh have changed 
but little in their persons or manilers for centuries; 
so that the observations of Gyraldus, in the reign of 
Henry IL (A. D. 1)88,) will, in many respects, 
apply to the present inhabitants of North Wales. 
The modern Cambrian has the face rather broad than 
long, the space between the temples wide; the 
cheek-bones prominent ; the hair blacky and the ejes 
dark\* these, frequently accompanied with a fair 
6kin and roseate bloom in many of the females, 
gives them an air of animated vivacity peculiarly* 
pleasing, and may entide them to be considered as 
beautiful, when its proper concomitant, proportion, 

♦ The author of A Walk Through Wales, when he describes 
them as having blue eyes zxAyeUonu hair^ must have had i(i vieHr 
the people of the coast of South Wales |^ where the mixture of 
Flemmings, Normans, and English, has scarcely left a single trait 
behind of the person or character of the ancient Welsh^ 
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may be wanting. The men are in general rather 
below than above the middle stature. They are 
thipkset^ with limbs rather small ; and though in« 
stances have sometimes occurred of prodigious 
strength, yet, like their ancestors, they are light and 
active, more free than strong; and the modern, like 
the ancient Briton, is not very attentive to food or 
clothing. The latter consists of a flannel jacket 
and breeches for the men ; and a lindsey jacket and 
petticoat, with a round felt hat, for the women.}' 
while both sexes are seen to climb the craggy steeps 
find trip over the thorny plain naked to the knei 
But they are not destitute of shoes and stockings $ 
these they carry in their bands to market and to 
church ; and at the next adjacent stream they sit 
down on a stone, wash their feet, and put them on. 
Returning, they perform the same ceremony, and 
lay them up again.* Their food is equally coarse 
and scanty. Oatmeal cake or barley-bread, and 
potatoes; and their drrnk the diodgriafel. This 
x^ourse is sometimes varied by bung-goat, dried fish, 
cheese made of goats* and sheep*s milk, and butter- 
milk, grown acid from keeping. The cakes are 
manufactured by the mistress of the house ;* the 
meal is inade into paste with water, and spread thin 

• When Trevor, Bishop of St. Asaph, gave Henry the sage 
.advice, not to provoke the Welsh to insurrection, the Lords gave 
for answer, " There could be no fear about such a hare-fooud 
rabble.** The king soon found, that it is easier to despise than to 
conquer an enemy ; and what gave rise to the contempt was what 
tendered them always formidable and fiequently .victorious* 
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iipbn flit! tackstooer oter the fire, to bake. The 
colour raises a dtsHke^ otherwiM the taste is not dt»» 
a^etoble. Wheat flour may be found in some 
bouses, but^ as .yeast is rare^ there is conkequently 
little fermented bread. 

Refinement has not yet deadened the natural 
ieelings €^ the Welsh, nor produced that apathy of 
behaviour whicii prevails among a more polished 
iieoplc The fondness they evince for their country, 
pnd tenacious adherence to their native language^ is 
jnot tnore remarkable than their singular attachment 
for esach other. This spirit, which pervades the com* 
nunity^ in individuals is most ebninently displayed. 
(Zeal for the welfhre of every branch of a numerous 
ikmfily, which produces reciprocal protection and 
jpespcct between the higher and lower classes, fre- 
iqtiendy calls forth a spirit into action rarely to be 
ifxret with elsewhere ; and has, on some occasions^ 
Ixren, exhibited in a manner, that, to those narrow^ 
fninds which make self the centre of every ray of 
.exertSon, would appear extravagance aod romance. 
Take one illustration. 

' Jb consequence of the poverty of the soil and state 
fif husbandry, the harvest is very late^ and fre- 
i?peritly, from the uncertain state of the weather, 
a difficulty occurs of procuring the scanty crops upon 
-which their existence depends; It often happens, 
that the strength of hands is not adequate to the 
labour, and a poor farmer is in danger of being 
ruined. But there is a natural sympathy amongst 
the WeUh, tbat provides for this adverse circuod* 
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usance. Sensible of the evil arising from a Scanty 
crop badly housed, they form societies of asiistancei 
trailed Cymmorthean Cy'nhainif; A^ «odh as onis 01- 
'two farmers have finished their own, or what portioA 
Ss ready, ihey immediately repair, with their serv^ltitS 
•and liorses, to assist their backward neighboiir. Thft 
they d^ without any other fee or itiward thatt thdt 
-maintenance, and the consciousness thAt arisen from 
^he performancfe of an act of brotherly kiQdnftsi 
We have seen numbers engaged in this amiable 
•occupation, and the pleasure they fdt might be'de^ 
duced from their clamorous exultation. If the sky 
lowers, and gathering clouds forbode a storm, likely 
to mar their friendly intentionii,* tfce noise mcfeas65*, 
•exertion is redoubled, ^nd thdy se'6m Ynore atixtous 
-to secttre their neighbour's produce than their own. 
The desirable end accomplished, they return with 
^shouting' to ttic house, whetfc, congratulating thie 
farmer's good fortune, th^y express their muttial 
happiness in acts of cheering festivity. 

It was not till I had witneissed these scenes of pbi^ 
^ladelphic laboui-s, that I fully understood the elegatft 
"illusion of the prophet, when speakitig of the plefif- 
8ures of the favoured people of GoD :— " They joy 
before thee, according to ihe joy in harvest ^^ Jbai* 
ix. 3. 

Nor does this strong patriotism and brotherly 

affection, this love of their country and their neigli^ 

bour, exclude the attention to the stranger. That 

'endearing affection, hospitality^ that disinterested 

•principle, which makes the wants *a'nd the comfort^ 

4 
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o£ others our own ; that sparkling gem in the breast- 
plate of humanity, still forms a prominent feature 
in the character of the Welsh. Gyraldus says, " hos- 
pitality was so much the habit of this nation, by a 
mutual return of civilities, that it was neither offered 
to or requested by travellers. As soon as th^ en- 
tered a house, they immediately delivered up theur 
arms into the custody of a person in the family ; and 
}( they suffered their feet to be washed by a person 
that offered them water for that purpose, tjiey were 
considered as sojourners for the night. The refusal 
of this civility intimated the desire of a little refresh- 
nient only.'* Ingenuous and considerate, the preseoft 
gentry contribute to the comfort and accommoda- 
tion of the stranger ; they dispense with a liberal 
band the benefits derived from their exalted situa^ 
tion ; and support the dignity of character descended 
from their princely ancestors, by a pointed attention 
to those who happen to visit in their vicinity. If a 
person travel .without recommendation, or has not 
sufficient copfidence to make one for himself, he 
may consider the Welsh as averse to strangers. But 
.with it, i* is only necessary to he knowtiy that He is 
corrie to sufvey the beauties of the country^ when he 
Js conducted to every thing worthy his observation, 
with the most zealous attention ; and with an impres- 
sive welcome, in vain expected in more refined coun- 
tries. Nor is this temper confined to large mansions, 
supported by extensive domains; it inhabits the 
lowly cottage ; and often in the miserable habitations 
of penury have I witnessed its fascinating influence* 
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Thp North- Wajliap peasajTit will bring out his little 
stCM-es, borrow of Ijis aeigbbours, run with you miJes 
to put you in the way ; and so far from askiqg for 
reroynerptipn, will feel offended if yqu offer any. 
'J'liis blooniing evergreen, that cheers the weary, 
senses of the forlorn, traveller, by the beauty of its- 
blossonris and the fragrance of its scent, blows- 
throughout the year; and flourishes amidst the most, 
barren rocks^ and remotest wilds of Cambria. 

High spirit and military courage are points no less 
legible in their character: the invincible oppositioa 
they shewed towards the victorious [legions of Rome, 
and the centuries t^ey svipported an unequal contest 
with the English,* placed them high on the annals 
of fame; and the same courage displayed when 
circumstances have called it into action^ proves that 
the spirit ot the Welsh is not degenerated ; and that 
on proper occasions they will establish the legitimacy 
of their descent by national intrepidity. Amid these 
striking colours a few shades, too deeply marked, 
deform the national character. 

National importance and family distinction too 
irequcntly descend into a petty pride, that induces 
the Cambrian to think more highly of himself than 
be ought to think. Pride of Ancestry was a prin- 
cipal point amongst the ancient Britons ; of course 
they were more desirous of noble, than of rich mar- 
riages. So deeply rooted was that principle, that even 
the very lowest of the people carefully preserved the 
genealogy of their families; j^nd were able, from me- 
mory, not only to recite their immediate ancestors, 
but to trace them back through numerous generations. 

Aa 
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An instance is quoted by Mr. Pennant of the 
pedigree of the clergyman, Mr. Evan Lloyd, who 
accompanied him ; and as it is a genuine copy of 
the form of a British pedigree, I shall give it you. 
*^ Evan ap Edward, ap Richard, ap Edward, ap 
Humphrey, ap Edward, ap Dafydd, ap Robert, ap 
Howel, ap Dafydd, ap Meirig, Llwyd o Nannan, 
ap Meirig Vychan, ap Ynyr Vychan, ap Ynyr, ap 
Meuric, ap Madog, ap Cadwgan, ap, Bleddyn, ap 
Cynvyn Prince of North TVales.^* 

This, which arises from their mountainous situa- 
tion, and living long in the same district, may be 
placed amongst their hereditary prejudices; and 
might be considered as a venial defect in the national 
character, as only the excess of laudable affection : 
since it may be observed, that he, who Js attached 
to high rank, must feel some respect for the virtues 
of him who procured it ; were it not for the spirit 
of contention which it inspires, and the condescen- 
sion to useful imitation which it prevents. 

A-too quick sensibility renders the Welsh highly 
tenacious, and their spirit is prompt to rise on the 
appearance, or even on the slightest apprehension of 
insult. This frequently proceeds from intemperate 
animation to the most violent paroxysms of passion, 
productive of hasty expressions and undue acts of 
violence. This spirit, when unrestrained by whole- 
some laws, was a constant source of rnassacre and 
slaughter ; as it is now become of assaults and litiga- 
tions. I wish I could thoroughly refute the appellation 
of quarrelsome:, that has been frequently given to the 
temper of the Welsh, 



Digitized by 



Google 



TOUA THSOtJCH NORTH WALES. 353 

* l^ennant acknowledges that his countrymen were 
in very early times as fierce and as savage as the rest 
of £urope; and cannot deny, but that the Welsh 
were to excess 

*^ Jealous in honour ; sudden and quick in quarrel/* 
And much of this irritability still exists. 

This irritable disposition is too frequently called 
into action by the influence of Bacchus. Convi-' 
viality is apt to lead to habitual intemperance ; and 
this is the fruitful parent of a thousand other ills: 
it is a vice that benumbs the energies of industry, 
fosters the seeds of idleness, and add^ disease- and 
want to the other calamities attendant upon povert3^ 
Among the yeomanry it gives rise to a litigious and 
ruinous spirit, too often promoted by low chicanery 
and artful knavery. 

A Welshman, if he can find in his genealogy 
a Chieftain Bard, or wrrrior, considers himself nobly 
bom ; the least reflection therefore on his family, 
especially over a jug of cwrw^ infallibly subjects the 
libeller to a yoUy of abuse, if not to a direct assault : 
the company, as if all were interested, immediately 
become involved in the contest. From the injuries 
given and received on these occasions, arise a va- 
riety of actions: not unfrequently the attorney of 
the village is present, and then action and cross* 
action are combined to fleece the contending parties 
Every assizes is burthened with pleas about petty 
rights and petty quarrels, made the subjects of a 
6uit; for the Profession let no opportunity 3lip of 
exciting a spirit galculated to increase the contenta 
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of their ptirse. AUdrnies are c0nsequen% imtHe* 
reus; dod it would be a low caiculation to'piii^do«m» 
for the same extent of ip^ulation^ ^ihrjse 4n Wtlos 
for ,one in England. 

' Frequently may you «ee the farmers returning 
from the Courts of Justice, abusing t1>eir ill rstar^, 
after having spent the annual profits of t'hciir farm ; 
and sometimes the money that should have been 
iteserveed for the landlord: and this without the 
smallest prdspect of advantage, tinless the riun df 
thei adverse party could be cAnsidered aS such ; fully 
donvmced of the folly of ^hsxtconduci^ hxA not «so of 
the.i^irjV that occasioned itb . 

These ^hades^ however, are not so dari: as they 
havebeen ;.and they iseexn 4p rbe impercopttbly jg:row- 
ing lighter every day. It is to be : h^^^\ -tbat 
Religion, ^ wliifch seems daily Id exteod its bcnrgn jn- 
fiuence, will 'put a stop to these feci^lest.afcJcQa?;^, by 
drying up their source ; and, by eradicatibg :tbe priii* 
ciples'^ df vice, prevent all; the conseqoQntiimisery. 
It is^ biat justioe, however^ to remark^ ihattniUTder, 
V%h^ay ribbery, jDor^avies, arid tjiose .greater 
crimes, so frequent in Engknd, ai!e.\pepfect atrau- 
g«fs to the Principality. ' • 

^ The iiividibtis rcmarJc of Johnson, ;tn ibis Tour 
to the Hebrides, — ^vTbat :mountaineeDa 9fe Hiievish 
because they lare poor; and having neither rfnanufae*- 
tUfeSj ^nor commerce, 'canrgrow ricdi oniy by- iteft 
tfnd robbery;" is confuted iby the honesty -^remapk* 
able in North Wales. Locks land hdts to dooiis.ftre 
for the iBOSt part unknown;; '. add ^ where rt^ ace> 
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^IdotW u^edr and the sdltary traveler passes tho 
moert; disdfial roads and dresry wilds devoid xii fear of 
insult or depredation. Nor are his views rendered 
iins^etniy, or the coDHtry disfigured by gallows and 
gibbet. A positive proof that this people are yet 
iineorrnpted by an intercowrse with their tnore opu-* 
lent neighbours ; and that the greater crimes are tho 
offspring of luxury and infidelity. 

Among a variety of Welsh customs, those in 
courtship, marriage, and at funerals, cannot fail to 
excite attention. Hymeneal negociations are lite- 
rally carried on by the Welsh peasantry in bed. The 
young Strephon frequently goes several Welsh miles 
to visit the object of his choice ; either to her place 
of servitude^ or the residence of her friends. Tho 
young couple retire to a bed-room, and between tho 
blankets converse on those subjects which the na- 
ture of the occasion may suggest. The youth gene- 
rally goes on a Saturday night, and returns to his 
work on the ^Monday morning. This familiar inters 
course continues for the space of two or three 
years, and seldom fails to terminate lo the honour 
and happiness of the parties^ 

This singular custom, which has been eompared^ 
not very happily, to the American Bundling^ is one 
of those that served to mark the original British cha- 
racter ; and among many others^ remains to disstin* 
guish this people to the present day. To tJiose who 
conjecture that every familiarity must be accompa-^ 
nied by improper ideas, this mode of making love 
must appear highly objectionable i and those^ who 
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consider every custom that differs from their QWii 
as founded in barbarism, will be inclined to censure 
it as productive of evil. 

I was almost illiberal enough to suppose^ so near 
a contact of^ the parties, at ^ time of life when pas- 
sion is seldom subservient to reason, must bavd a 
dangerous tendency. An attention to facts, how- 
ever, soon corrected this hasty judgment upon what 
has been for ages the custom of a country. Inquir- 
ing of those, who, by long residence, have had op- 
portunity for observation, I found this mode to be 
as innocent as any other : that it is considered saby 
the parties themselves is evident from the case with 
jvhich it is conducted. No awkwardness* of guilt 
appears in Strephon's step, nor blush of confusion in 
the fair one's check. The parents never refuse to 
acquiesce in it; nor do the most fastidious of the 
sex offer a single objection. 

It has been observed, that a custom otherwise 
perilous, by becorning geheral, loses much of its 
dangerous tendency; arid that, what is considered 
as a matter of course, seldom produces improper 
ideas. The power of habit, sanctioned by popu- 
lar opinion, may rise superior tp passion ; and the 
desire of fame above the charms that inspire it. 

Such, (says an elegant writer,) is the nature of 
human depravity, that what is common is not es- 
teemed a prcciojus opportunity ; what is most difRr 
cult to attain is thought the most desirable; an4 
ihe fruit of stealth more delicious than that mor^ 
Cffsily and more. publicly gained: and priyapy be- 
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Monies dangerous^ not because no eye sees, but be- 
cause to privacy is ever attached the idea of suspicion. 
After all, depravity of conduct is generally the off- 
spring of impurity of ideas ; and though the reverse 
is not uniformly the case, yet, for the most part, he 
that thinks no evil, seldom commits any ; and where 
wmplicity of manners and conduct abound, the 
gartered motto may be more aptly used than on the 
original occasion, — 

*^ Honi soitqui maly fense^ 

By this justification of a custom that appears 
strange because it is singular, I do not mean to in- 
sinuate that virtuous love is confined to the moun- 
tains of North Wales; or that degrading conse- 
quences are not sometimes the result of these ro»- 
gressus cuhicuJares\ but this 1 may assert, that the 
Cambrain fair goes more frequently from the chamber 
of wooing to the altar of Hymen, than the more 
polished females to the East of the Severn. 

Marriages^ among the Welsh, are no less singular 
than their courtships. There are two kinds of mar- 
riage amongst the Welsh, distinguished under th 
titles of the great and little wedding ; the former re- 
sembles the confarreaho, and the latter de usu, amongr 
the Romans. In the little wedding persons cohabit 
together; and if, after trial, they have.reason to be 
satisfied with each other, the friends are invited to 
witness the intentions of the parties ; and they are 
after considered as man and wife. If the parties, 
prior to this, are dissatisfied, the woman is dismissed^ • 
Aod such, repudiation is not considered an hindrance 
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to future marriage : but this is cblcfiy n6w confined 
to the borders of Cardigan, 

The great wedding is thus cooducted:— When 
two young peo[3le have agreed to enter into a state of 
wedlock, a friend undertakes to perform the office of 
Gwahaddor, or bidder to the wedding; who goes 
round the neighbourhbod to all persohi in nearly 
the same station of life. If the wedding is of the 
better sort of people, he carries circular letters ; if 
among the poorer, he does it viva voce. The ib- 
port and forrh of the niessage is nearly as follbvvs:— » 

- ^' Sir, 

♦* My daughter's wfedding-day is appointed 
to be on Saturday, the 14th instant next, at Eglwy^ 
Newydd, at which timfe and place I humbly beg the 
•favour of your good conlpany ; and what further re-r 
jnembrance you sliall be pleased to confer shall ht 
gratefully retaliated by me, who am. 

Sir, &c/' 

In consequence of this, or a similar irivitaliori, the 
friends and neighbours for a great extent, make a 
point of attending the tvedding, laden with pre^ 
isents; consisting of money, butter, cheese, &c. &c, 
these are carefully set down by the clerk of the wed- 
ding, opposite to each respective name, wnich are 
to be p^id in the same public manner, and on the 
isame occasions, whenever demanded. This custom 
is called Pwrs a Gwregys ; .and making the presents 
termed, paying Pwyddion, As an ancient usage, it is 

4 
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cfefisfdered oh reiusftl ftsi recove'MMe by Jaw; but i 
fiinse of the f'eclpfocsl dCify getiera?ly preventg fcaV** 
iftg recourse to such a mode 6f recdvfery. 

It has sometimes happened, ihat d spectfcs of rft*- 
trimonial swindlihg has heeh pr&ctised ; person^ in 
distress have riiide feigned riuj3tials, to recall. tfid 
jiregents they itay hdve made, and obtain tlibsc ot 
dthehs. 

The day fixed, a fe#, assembled for the purpose? 
at the bridegrodfh'i friends, proceed to the house of 
the intetided bride,. and demand her in marriage.* 
And though the bride, attended by her relatives, has 
beien waiting iri dhxibtis expectatiotl of the dear sdm^ 
itidns, yet delicacy or custorti thrbws a tempdrarjf 
obstacle in Ihe way i'6 bliss. 

The friends of the btidegrdom, in rude pbetid 
gtraitis, recite ttie virtliies of their hero, and the 
eligibility of ttie fconnection ; while those bf the 
bride oppose the match, in equally cogent argu- 
inents. Aft^r this sham contest has continued 
the customary length, the father, or somd near re- 
lative, steps forward, the brfdegroom is introduced, 
the friends are treated; and, after a short interview, 
they proceed towards tiic chuteh. But rtiuctance 
on the pdrt 6f thie ifeir is *till sheVen, AVho m^kfeS fre- 
* quent attempts to escape ; exhibiting symptom's of 
strong aversion to her change of state, by unmean- 
ing tears and forced lamentations. This* farce acted, 
she at length quietly submits ; arrd the ceremony at 
church performed, they repair to the house of the 
bride, and proceed to celfebrate the weddin'g in con- 
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tinued mirth and festivity for several days together : 
Sunday only puts a stop to feasting; when the new 
married couple sit down to receive further Pwyddion 
and the congratulations of their friends. 
. The gifts on this occasion, in the case of poor 
people, sometimes an^punt to forty or fifty pounds : 
an essential benefit to young persons just setting out 
in life. Till the business of Pwyddion is over, they 
do not appear out, which is generally by the second . 
Sunday ; when the friends attend them to churchy 
and the marriage is from this period esteemed valid 
and. properly sanctioned. * 

This custom undoubtedly originated in the hospita- 
ble and affectionate disposition for which this people 
were for centuries famed. Nor can it be denied, that 
this national dowry must have acted as a strong in* 
ducement to matrimony ; and been highly conducive 
to the strength and population of the country. It 
provided a permanent and never-failing fund for the 
use of those entering into life ; which encouraged 
them to set out with hope, and called upon their 
resolution to persevere in the same economy and 
industry that produced it. 

We were sorry to be informed that this liberal 
custom is growing into disuse ; and that population, 
in this already thinly inhabited country^ is likely 
materially to suffer in consequence. 

it might be expected^ that those who had such 
singular customs at the entrance on life, would hav^ 
some peculiarities on the departure out of it. Prcr 
vioijs to a funeral it is usual for the fi'ipqds of the 4e» 
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erased to meet in tbe apartment where the corpse is 
placed ; jsome of them^ generally the female part, 
kneel rojand it, and weeping bitterly, lament and 
bewail the loss of their departed friend. When it 
is brought to the door, one of the relations gives 
bread and cheese and beer over the coffin to som^ 
poor persons of the same sex, and nearly of the 
aame age with the dead, for collecting herbs and 
jBowers to put into the coffin with the body ; some«- 
times a loaf, with a piece of money stuck in it, is 
jadded. This done, all present kneel down, and the 
minister, if present, repeats the Lord's Prayer^ At 
every cross-way they stop, and the same ceremony 
is repeated, till they arrive at the church. Fre- 
quently the intervals are filled up by singing of 
psalms and hymns, which amidst tbe stillness of 
rural life, and the echo from the hills, produces a 
melancholy effect ; and adds to the sombre solem- 
nity of the occasion. 

A similar custom prevails in the Highlands, which 
they term Coranich. The bier is always carried by the 
next of kin, and this is considered as the highest mark 
of piety which can be paid to the departed relative. 
This, as we learn from Valerius Max. Z. 7, i:. i,* 

* Metellusi the conqueror of Macedon, was borne to the funeral 
pile by his four sons. As a mark of respect, those who had deserved 
well of tjbe commonwealth were carried by the Magistrates or Se- 
nators ; while persons hated by the people were carried by Vespil- 
^ones or Sapdapiyopes, Jurelings for ihc purpose. To this cu^om 
^orace aUudes-rr 
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Vf3» t ir«ag6 among tfac Roqiaiis. If ie haf^pctf tn Jk 
Ikiorning or evening, the service is read accordingly. 
After the getiersil thanksgiving) the rtiini&ter goes 
to the cotMnunioiHtable^ where he rdads^ t^ twfb 
prayers which are usually^ in other places, read at the 
^rave;. and then concludes with the prayer of Si. 
Chrysostom and the Valcte Grace. This dcme^ be 
remains at the table till the nearest relation of tfae 
deceased comes up and deposits atl Obituary Qffet^ 
ing. If it be a persoil of consequence, the sum ia 
a guinea or more ; if a &rmer or tradesman, a crown^ 
if a poor man, six^pence : the nesit of kin thei> fol- 
low the example, ofiBring sonietimes as much, and 
fiometimes less than the first : the rest of the Con- 
gregation, who intend to offer silver, fellow, when 
a solemn pause ensues ; and ^he rest of the congre^ 
gation t>ffer pence : but penfce are never offered at , 
geoteei funerals* . The offerings on these occasions 
frequently amount to eight or ten pounds** This 
is certainly a relict of Popery, and was no doubt 
formerly intended as an ackfiowledgemenc to the 
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'' Unctum oieo largo> nndis huxneris tuUt hasres/' 

Lib. 2,8. 5i 



-" Atigustis ejecta cad^vera celKis, 



*' Conservus vili portando locubat in area.'* 

Lib. \y S. Si 

• Those of Caernanron amonnt. to little diort oiF one hundred 
pounds per annum* - * 
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priost- far pttiyiag Ipr the ^ojfafi^ of ibe dcpaRtod 
aool ; as b eoitiposltion for gi short jResieteihce in par^^ 
gstory ; or pei^baps for any (fanlare in the {laytnent «f 
lytbes and dblatioos^ and is torraed jirian RUaw. 
TbcHig!h aiilloontinuod^ it iscioflvonly caD3lde;ced M • 
a small tribute <df eateern to the* iposhoi^y ef dbe :d^ 
ceased^ and as .a xtmk 'Of attenti^ to the ^i^ent 
dci^y. 

This esnolunvsnt ^adds.to the. comfort of/ the £fKMrtl| 
Wales* clergy; aod H.*wa8 svathxxH)aGkxiS4)Yide)Md 
filea^ire, that we ibiund them 0K)re . easy 4n their joiift 
camstanoes^ and f espeotablc Jbi tl>etr character, ^ i( 
b©dy of irnxi, than those of the southerQ part iof 
the principality. None ace adisittedinto holy orders 
at. St. Asaph or Bangor^ bat atich as ibave graduated 
at>Oxlbr4 oriOaoYlKadge ; A^t^reaa, iintiLaregdatjon 
adopted by the present w)rthy Bishop of RochoSter, 
then Bishop of St. Davids, men without talents, edu* 
cation, or character, were usually ordained from 
every petty school in the country. He ordered, that 
in future, none should be admitted in holy orders, 
except such as had spent two or three years at one of 
these five schools; Cowbridge, Caermarthen, Pem- 
broke, Ystradmeyrick, or Brecknock ; and this 
to be immediately preceding the time of offering 
themselves candidates. He also at the same time 
enjoined, that no curate should have less than fifteen 
pounds for serving one church ; thirty for two, &c. 
But it cannot be supposed that parents will send 
their children and be at the expense of an University 
education, to have an income, with labour, of fifteen 



Digitized by 



Google 



300 ' TOUR THROUGH KORTH WAtEf. 

or at the most, thirty pounds per annum ! ! ! Thd 
Caracies in North Wales are seldom less than forty 
or fifty. But lest great blame should attach to the 
South Wales beneficed Clergy, it should be remem- 
bered, that there is a great difference in the livings^ 
At the Dissolution^ most of those in South Wales 
^eregoodi Henry VIII. therefore distributed them 
ahiongst his favourites ; and they became lay impro-* 
priations, with unendowed Vicarages ; and had it not 
been for Queen Anne*s bounty, half the churches in 
that country would have gone without ministers ; as 
it is, a number of chapels have been sufiered to fall 
into a dilapidated state. On the contrary, those of 
North Wales being considered as poor at the time, 
escaped the rapacity of Henry; and were suffered 
to remain in the hands of the clergy, where, as thej^ 
ought, they continue to the present day* 

Xour^s, &c. 
. J- E. 
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LETTER XI?. 



Dear Sir» 

± HE state diAgrlcuhure is at a very low ebb; 
k appears to have experienced little improvement for 
centuries; and the Welsh fafmer has thfe very first 
principles of good husbandry to learn. Attached to 
old customs, and deprived, by his insolated situation, 
of the stimulus arising from better examples, and still 
more so by the shackles of penury, cultivation makes 
no progression, and vegetation dwindles under the 
hand of industry. The distinctions of three, four, 
and five-field husbandry, does not obtain. The far- 
mer possesses no systematic knowledge ; he follow^ 
no determinate plan, considering only the cir- 
cumstances of the day ; he plows his land as it ap- 
pears convenient, and throws in his seed as the wea- 
ther furnishes opportunity ; the quantity of acres 
for wheat and barley is more determined by the pre- 
ceding circumstances, than by any other cause. So 
that from the observations of Gyraldus, it appears 
that agriculture, if it has not for centuries made a 
retrograde motion, has observed a stationary point. 

Their usual custom was for oats, to plow the 
land once in Msu-ch or April ; for wheat and rye. 
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they turned it up twice in the summer, and a third 
time in winter, about the season of threshing, Ffora 
which it appears, that they fallowed for wheat and 
rye, and found that fresh turned land, and a stifFer 
soil, suited bettor the mountain oats; 

This ignorance in the most important concern to 
the welfare of a country may oe referred to the 
following causes : — ^Want of fallozvi^^-^-^ritig and 
hurtling — neglect of sheej^-fold'mg — want of enclosures 
'--:-^carci$y of mamires^ and. i^iproppr application of 
those they possessr-'^nd )vant of water mea4ows. 

fallowing may be ju^stly,coi\sid^e^, ^^ough P?^^ 
of ,the mogern syst^ni^ as a p;-oof ^hat husbandry is 
not far advanced .tQ.>^ards .pcriectjop ; and the time 
jyjll pome \vhen this wijl be as niuch despised ?ijd 
rejected as it |;ias been extolled and praQtised. The 
Efisterp farmj?r .wpuld smile at the idea of Japcj 
standing in need of rest ; and ask if it was consi- 
dered ^ endued vyith animation ? Through th^ rPPr 
pulgius apd extensive empire of China no such.tljing 
is.hearc^ of.. 

It .certfiinb .is' a SQrious drawba(}|c .iipon the lirO; 
fits of ,a farm^ that one year's rent , should be .sunk 
every .three or four 4 and may justly be vjeYfed aa 
a stancjing. proof,^ that ,a knowledge of vegptatif^n^ and 
ttjepabula of plants has not yet^.ejigeiided .a, s^^^e of 
mediocrity, ^till hefessitas^ nonjml^t IjegeSy we ipusf " 
apply to praj^tice . wh^t .knowledge „we - h;ive ; t^nd 
none, will be disposed to don}', ths^t three good .f^t^Q^ 
ate preferable iofour hfldones, .Ru.t.iew of the Welsh 
%mprs havCtany idea of ,^ After breakin^^ 
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Up a portion of grass land, they fdllow up the first 
by succee4ing crops^ till the land, deprived of heart, 
(as they term it,) refuses, to give her wonted assist- 
ance, being drained of every principle favourable. 
to a profitable crop. 

In mstny places this ruinous scheme is pursued till 
the weeds become predominant, and the land natu« 
rally lays itself down to grass ; and a crop of couch; 
and other unfriendly weeds turns, the arable inta 
miserable pasture. When they have thus tired out 
all their land, recourse is .then had tp the injurious 
custom of ^/^rw-breaking,.flr |)aring the sward off the 
land, with a broad iron instrument, in thin turves 
or clods, which they bum in piles, and scatter thd 
ashes upon the lands* . 

This is no modem inwsidon.oS agriculture, it was 
the practice -of the Roknans ; .and if antiquity WQuld 
sanction a practice, this would have a hAv claim to 
excellence.' See it accurately described by Virg^ 
Gteorg. L. i. 

But it is. the opinion of practical men^ f^fJ. 
Bath Papers i V^ I.) that this custom is more detri- 
mental than advantageous. It may destroy noisome 
-weedV bm it injures the un4gr surface, and leaves 
a portldn of effete ashes, which, without some cor^ 
rective,.are but very ill calculated for the purpose* 
of vegetatioo. That it may with skill and caution 
i>e useci on tleep clay soils, and on sour nioors, I do 
not deny ; but the idea of obtainingsalilte substitic^ 
of a highly fructifying nature is erroneous; little 
or any salts being discoverable in the ashes of peat 

Ba • 
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and turf; for nibetccn out of twenty parts of the 
vegetable matter, the only substance sefmfable by 
fire, is dissipated in air^ It is <)toly frbm frersh i^get- 
ables that alkaline sfilts are to be obtained ; and the 
quantity in the common mode of procuring theito is 
so sm^l)^ that it would be, more ecotionpical to par-^ 
chase them in the markets If making the ground 
less tenacious be the object>y it would be better to 
burn a porlidft of it in a kiln, and carry it upon the 
land. But after all, this objedt is better obtained by 
WmCj without any of tbe^disagPeeaUe consequences 
that often follow burn^^brraking. 

This custom /has redci^cL\tfae decided disappcbba- 
tion of the &ish LegislatiinssiWbich hasiprohjiiited its 
being practised under a penalty often ipoands|)erdBcrei 
' Ttiie Wdlsh farmer vSboald travel through the 
countries of Glocesteriand Wikd, to see^liat^is there 
done by sheep-folding; and cd)serv& bow krge crops 
of ^ratn iareiiproduced upon bles^k aodi; barren 
downs, far out of the reach of any other manure* 
He ^ould tKcace discover, that, while his- flock 
is growing and thriving^ his 4^dy witboot much 
trouble or expenee,: is eariched. He WQnM be in- 
fomied'^how it en^Ji^s.a gr^atog is^tini9t\ip cul- 
tivate a ipoddon; of bbrrto arable land wi(l\ifinocess^ 
iiy^foirn^hihgtatstron^ itonUxje for a eertaio^u^ptity; 
find Jby'tbe Judicious tnanagemiexlt /yf.iplo.ver^^I^'a 
«md turnips, lan additional produce tp^sababtlhii^catr 
tie dxrongh ihe ttyingmonthsiaif wintcri* . : ; ' 

• . ♦ It has b«en pba^rved by experienced men, tiat «heep-fqldjng 
on grass lands is a profitable plan» That they soon render "c^rse 
3 
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^tf t(ris des^d^atifq^ cannot; l|e accomplUhed 
Witly^Di a; new system pflnclosure,^ by which the 
^arm^r #ould be able to* keep larger ^^ks and 
hcrrip^ ;^'to fpflder thfart in winter* vfhSa wquld 
not only incrtese b^s wealth by tbt stprp of butter^ 
theese^ and beef and mufton, for the market }» 
W would) hf the dun^ of homcrfe^ ^>S9Sts^ 6nrich 

Thfe:3IKant of ijwjiosuras datives ,tl^e fj^raier of 
t^ important x^anut*^ from the farm-yard. The 
ibQi}ft^is^99tially bwlt on the fide of soo^ acclivity^ 
and he has no idea of securing thie ;c^t^nt& of the 
B^)ttPO<i What ^]»wj>f^ 1^9 is used a$ winter ^)od 
(<K.%He.qatA^^f which ar|3 fbddere4 as tjiqy roam oveif 
t)^ iVMVufined :p$^ti|res[k jmd thpir <iftj^g gfid urijM> 
1& .disMpa^ WithdUt ^jf bei^6fit aqpfrq^ng to the 
laod^ .aOOordir^ to..thfi j.i^^observatiop^ tiff slight 
WMffh^ k .^ql/utl to no tnfinurning at aU. It should be 
^^^t object of the Welsh l^dl>«Mer8 to incre^$| 

Itfbage fine, tidt by thei^ bitiiig sd c^ose^ asi is generally supposed^ 
DTit )ay their treadingi rendering the soil closer ; and from the quan- 
tity bfi&if^g and urind they deposit^ they occasion the inert vegei 
laU<jiiMttr^l>encaic}i the tor&cetoil^ de»relopedf and new combica^ 
ticips a]3»,9i9inrd;fiiTpa9|»le to tW^W^^ tt^ftl ocxistitute a sweet 
^ wl\pl^ome herba^i 

"^ Thc^inbbsves'are sofeWi add geneially fiear the' hcjufee^ that 
^boK are '^e«ime. higUyTaloaiile ; aad it is cqstonary .to.frttef 
ftU thetheep ihat gtaze neas t^em> b}r^^f(ifip^ th& %ht. fqre .feql 
t9 the neck> . with; a ^ush or hay-ban4 ?j yet# sometimes these ac-* 
complisfiefl Icapers, irppe) W by hard yecessity^ will, hyzctiufdt 
^aw^ seize upon the pasture, and disappoint the hopes of tht 
fcim#rr. •.'-■■ 

B B 2 



Digitized by 



Google 



3^2 TOCE THAOUOR KO&TR ^A^lUr 

the number of inclbsures ; arid of the Welsh fSr- 
tner to begin, folding his sheep. By tliis tneahs he' 
would soon be possessed of more valuable arable 
land, and have a quantity of grass land bJ^Wy- plt>-^^ 
ductive, th^t would continue to improve the longer 
k remains* 

• In a country ^htnly peopled^ akd^dtftitutfe df kfge 
towns, the richer manure must be scarce ; atfd-the 
auccedaneum sheep-foJdirig ^\s mft^ used. Still 4he 
Country in. various f>arts prbdiifces different sub-* 
ftances, -that, with judicious managtment, rnigh^ 
ftipply thfe^difefiSiehcy.* * - * " ' " ' ' ' 
^ A knowFedge-of a few cortMnon principles of chy^ 
feistry, and-*the application^ of iP(H<3n't6-pra(3tTCe, 
#buld d6 l^iHidei's for Wifesj-lS^t *^<he«e are not 
known, arid^if Ibey wereyl^^odld proba^j^*' lifc^^is- 
liregarded;'* Lime is the gedeftrf*s6bs£itute''4lPlhe. in- 
land parts/ ^nd sea- wreck and gea^sand.in^^fl^parts^ 
bordering on the cioast. - The"great htfki\>f tbostf 
who disclaim the use of lime, has been that of using^ 
it on all kiqds of land, without distinctioh ; vainly; 
expecting equal advantages from the .most opposiie 
efiects. While it has proved a useful 4rfis$ing to 
iome soils, it has rendered mhers less fertfle. 55tf 
clay lands and cold wet bogs, this substance may 
he^ ^eia\ in !a ; mechanical and cltyn^Q^l;.. view. 
It may i>reak and divide the argillaceoos^ particles; 
Bnd render it le8s tenacious by absorbing the super- 
Bilous moisture, 'andthius be beneficial as an altera* 
ijve.. It may^ by combining with the superabundant 
acids with which these soils abound^ decompose tht 
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'V«gC!t4ble aqd ddtma) matter;^ andy;by aBsiating ^U'^ 
trefaeMOifi d^e]ptie other principles ffivpurahle to 
ih^ gtQwth of vegetables. In silicipus soils by in* 
9rea8ing the density ajpd tenacity^ enabling it to bold 
vater longer, the principal food of plants^ limp also 
may be highly beneficial. But, the Welsh farmer^ 
from halving hear^ of the great crops obtained by 
ifming, or rather from the strength pf fiBTailing cu8« 
tom^. and the facility* wit^h, which he can obtain this, 
iubstance^ is fatally bountiful in its application ; and 
from «upersaturation it produces an action on the 
soil more violent than js compatible with a state of 
feftili^. Sometiipes it is put upon thp gronnd ia 
its full caq^^ic state, and immediately plojugh^ in, 
yhip, from the quajrtity of vegetable matter lime 
vvill thu^ dissipate by its disepgagal beat in a state 
of gas^ that, otherwise would have helped to fer«» 
tili^e the s^il^ must be higl}ly injurious. In other 
cases, from the distance it is fetched^ and the time^ 
U is Slivered to.Jiempon the ground, it. is slaked by 
the dewf and rains ;^ and being long subject to tbe[ 
action e£ xke .atmosphere^ becomes in a great mea«^ 
|)})^e inert, returns to a state qf carbonate of lime or, 
chalk, and, without other assistance^ only serves to 
increase the barrenness of the spil. Yet still with- 
out reason, the Welsh farmer goes on, subjecting 
))iixwlf to increasing loss by increasing experitpqnts ; 
ftnd ^ppdering i^nd complaining at the sterility of 
tb^ soil. fi(e loada his grass lands, with the same inw 
f|;t^ntion to causes and ponseqii^nces. A lirst or 
ff«^^ . drqssipgt by it3 meeting with other sub- 
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Aances/ ihtt eiiter Into tttW dtfittbltaatiolis wtth it^' 
teill afford matters fnendfy to the giowtfk ef th4 
several useful grasses; but wheh dvertoiuratc^ bjr ite 
^ecific gravity, it falls beloW ttrc toots of t!>e firMfdi^ 
dnd forms a new soif, conlsfeting bf 6ilc»€6tifc 'fii*©^ 
ter, several inicbes thick; and ttiose ^h> hs^ Wit* 
nessed the state 0f herbage iljion'urtasasted -chi4fc 
fends, nped not be toH hov^ hfe is soon dlsij^pditttei 
of his tisual crops of grafe'a^dhay/ 

iSed'iveeJy wrec^i, or ivare^ is by soine feu6«^8dful)y 
applied; and \^hen taken fre§h from the sea, Ahi 
immediately ploughed "^in; the effects ^6 dtstihcdy 
ihark'Sd by eavly arid* luxuriint crops. In barley^ 
grounds the produce has been* beyond all reasonable 
expectation t and "therfe haw 'been ihstarices where 
flie value of 'IBfe land Has mcrcased in a Sk-fitld prq-t 
portion- ih cbhsequenc^ of the judicious ap^licatioa 
of this fnanure. Btit'tlie geftferillty of tticu^ie*S of 
fend on the coast take z cohyehient opppftuAifey fbif 
Collecting it; ^ lay it up in heapfe to fehhint; Where- 
by they lose the gtteat advahtages that itiighl be de^ 
rived from it In this respect, sea^M^re irhd most 
other marine plants differ f?6m Other Vegetable iatkl 
inimal manures. 

To render the latter completely usfefhii ferment 
tation is indispensably necessary; the former, on 
the contrary, exhibiting the most bcneficadl -efftftfcS 
iti a recent Stdt6. It may be ilrged in defence e^ 
this conduct, that the greatest quantity is throWri 
lip from November to February. But ivery tnottth 
prpcjvicps 50me j and reservoirs niight easily bb-tio^* 
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Strutted on the sea-sboce^ or it might be 'mixed iit 
the season of plenty witb^a proportion of earth and 
lime into a compost ; by Which means its valuables 
properties might be preserved. A pbirit of :thb 
bighesi ittiportance to the maritime farmer* 

Sea Sand and Sea SluJ^s I shall class together^ 
tl^ougb essentially difibrent ; because they are botlr 
used in aq improper manner in North Wales. These 
should be used as top dressings, and in a fresh state. 
But the reverse is the case. Immense quantities are 
thrown up daily by the tide : the unskilful husband- 
men of these parts collect it at their leisure ; and, 
drawing it out of the tide's way, lay it in heaps for 
fnonths together, till successive rains have deprived 
it of the whole of the salts, the very ppineipl© 
for which it must be considered valuable as a man 
nure. • 

All the reasoning in the world will not induce 
these obstinate farmers to change their course* In*^ 
deed it would be absurd to neason with peojde un^^ 
accustomed to rqason. In this case, and oh such 
subjects, 4Xample is the osAy powerful and propec 
stimulus. An introdiiition of rational English £sir*^ 
mers, po^essed of capital, - would be the best and 
most obvious mode fix* the landed* gentlemen to 
adopt, for the improvement of their estates and the 
melioration of the country. 

I have witnessed tfffo or three instances in the 
course of my peregrinations, where sen»ble meni 
perceiving the errors of their brother farmers^ wait 
tilt their land is ready for the marine manure# Al 
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ebl) tide tfaey engage all the bands and strength they 
can, and draw the mud or sand immediately upon 
their arable land, plough it in, and throw in the seed. 
By this simple and judicious plan, the rest have the 
mortification of seeing these men procure decent 
crops from land they have given up in despair ; 
without ever inquiring into the cause, or adverting 
to the method which produced it. 

What Mr* Kent justly styles the greatest and most 
valuable of all agricultural improvements, wafer, 
mead, is not known in this country though pecu- 
liarly adapted for its use. The only water meadows 
the Welsh farmer is acquainted with, are those which 
nature makes, either by the river overflowing the 
vales, or the mountain rivulets intercepted by stones, 
forming catch-meadows on the sides of the hills. 
And though he frequently sees the advantages his 
pastures derive from this deritention of the waters, 
and that winter floods which quickly subside con^ 
tribute greatly to fertility, yet inattentive to the 
operations of Nature, he does.not prc^t by her in- 
structions. Though possessed of the most convex 
nient situation, he has not the most distant idea of 
Ihe utility or possibility of bringing water upon the 
land and taking it off again at pleasure. To do this 
requires acute observation, ingenuity, and a know«« 
ledge of the proper time for its introduction and 
diknissai. linacquaiiUed with this hot bed fqr eqrly 
'^grass, and destitute of the odly substitute, turnips, 
he feels the force of an ungenial spring, and the 
months of March and April in this backwftr^ 4i^ 
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trict are cruelly destructive to his flock, and fatal 
to his hopes. Obliged to subsist his ewes upon 
coarse, and often ill-ended hay, they soon shrink 
their milk, the lambs get stunted, and be not unfre^ 
quently loses a third, nay a half of his flock, for 
want of nourishing food at this critical season* This, 
HI a country where the most profitable, and almost 
the only system is sheep breeding, must be consi- 
dered as a radical defect. To remedy it, the young 
Weli^h farmers should be encouraged to travel 
dirough the breeding counties of England, and ac« 
curately mark the difference at this season of thot 
year between those possessed of water meadows, and 
those who are not ; the contrast would not fail tP bq 
striking. 

The landlords should stimulate their tenants by 
long leases, lending small sums of money to defray 
the expences of the work, and granting bounties to 
those who should lead the way in this enrichiug and 
almost necessary improvement. 

Frpm this statement, drawn up from actual ob- 
servation, it must obviously appear, that the valua 
of land must be low, and the occupiers of land far 
from opulent. 

In Montgomeryshire, land in farms was from eight 
shillings to two, and that considered too dear. In 
Denbighshire the average price about seven shillings, 
in Merioneth four-— in Caernarvonshire from five tp 
ten shillings ^^r acre; lands near towns, as in Eng- 
land, fetch high prices, according to the luxury. or 
spirit.of the place* In the viciqity of Polgelly the 
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pr\t6 h fifty sbilliogs ^ and near tbe towa of Ctei«T 
liarvon, meadow land b as hi^b as three, pounds. An 
other documents the following advertisenienta o£ 
Sstates for sa|e may scrr^ as a clue to the vakie of 
hnd :--* 
t * ••• 

- *f To be Bold by an^nion at the Eaglets Inn, at Fes- 
titik^^ on Thursday the' 2»th day of June, 1797, 
lite ' following freehold tenenoents, situate in the 
parish of Llandecwyn, in the !county of Merioneth : 

Lot I. Taly lyn farm^ two hundred and forty 
seven acres, ^57 per annum. 

XiOt. ir. Onnen, one hundred and eighteen acres^ 
ijgsi !0f. per annum.'* 

« On Wednesday the 27th of June, at the Eagle-« 
Inn, in Llanrwst, the fblbwing freehold estates, si- 
tuate in the parish of Penmachno, Caernarvonshire x 

Lot. I. Penybryn^ two hundred dnd siKty acres^ 
^73 lOs. per annum. 

Lot. II. Bryn Idael^ one hundred and fifty-five 
acre&, ^^1 per annum. 

N. B. Extepsive sheep walks bc^nging to ail 
these estates.** 

It mey be pi<oper to remark, that by the measure 
able (arm is considered that betweeti walled bounds i 
the depasturing ground is undifinaik^ It is a coni^ 
inon practice among the tenants c^ a district to 
meet annually, to d^rmine what number of sheep 
and cattle each ought to be allowed tq sen^ fo tlif 
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i^b ^stures^ regulated according td the ^fc^e of dm 
^rnl; but the riober $brt ahvays-byerstook^' and tM 
^kKMier sdl ):b6 privilege for foor- fence ^ head; tfaeif 
i&^ there/dkn^ ample foom for impr^vetaient, an4> ^ 
the ipiritdd adventurer^ tl)is coantry betds out a iqiau 
t^6 and encouf agii^g Held for agricuburai specola*- 
tion. Mountainous Countries are generaUy enHichdl 
With k vari^tj^ of ifiitteral strdta^ and time ^ Norll^ 
Wales todai to possess their full share ; almost eiftty 
tonttderabte mountain presents tra<ies of lead or cop- 
per^ Md the ebunti^' abounds with qAinjes.at worl^ 
or the restigcas pf others neglected. 

The pritidpat lead ^in«s are Confined to Flint and 
Sinbigh^ ^hite Ijiose of copper sibound in Gaemai^ 
Uron and Ailglbseai quatatities of calaihine Are dug 
$0 90{tie parts of Denbighshirt ; and there is every 
f easdn to suppose that Snowdon abounds in tin^ I 
liaYtt several fin^ specitideni of the odmtnon tih stonfe 
bnd lilt pyrites, 2d and 8d species of Kirwaui ftMi 
the neighbourhood of Llanberis, Little iron has h?« 
^herto been discovered^ atid'itd cohcomit&nt cOal but 
in very few places in Flint and Anglesey. The in- 
habitants^ who do not barn peat, have their coals im^ 
ported fro« liVerpobl, it the average price of agl 4fir. 
p6r ton, . To ttiinitigj amongst other causes, may be 
attributed the present uncultivated ^tate of tht 
country, and tbe immense propoi^tion of waste lands; 
fot il is an observatibn that kpplidtf to every countty, 
^here a spirit of teifling is discttVerable, there^ ill 
proportion, the spirit of patient industry^ so liecei^ 
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sixy to ^riculture, ^^ and the labours of bus^ 
))andry dwiadle* The inhabitants generally become 
|X)or, and the face <^ the country weard evident 
jfnarks of neglect and wretchedness ; a system of ad^ 
venture is generally accompanied by a spirit of gamb^ 
Jiog ; and a mine discovered is considered as a forr 
tune made. The minds of the inhabitants are qklled 
off from concerns more immediately pertinent^ an4 
•engaged in delusive dreams of imaginary gains ; prc^ 
perty is called in to aid the imaginaticHi^ and thb ag* 
^reg^te capital and labour of a district that would 
have ameliorated, the.soil^ ,and made thelai^d a per 
rennial source of wealthy is sunk, by diving ioitct the 
jearth some hundred fathoms, only to convince the 
adventurers that much has been spent, adds barring 
the failure, muph might have been gained ; because 
one mine has answered, and a few individuals have 
been enriched, all expect th^t similar pursuits 9>ust 
^be crowned with equal success ; not reflecting that 
jvhere much is acquired much must have been risqued ; 
and if but few have proved fortunate many must 
have failed ; like the golden dreaniers that support 
.the lottery, who count the larger prizes without once 
^considering that the very nature of a prize bespeaks 
^hJanky and th? larger the 9ne th? mprp ni^fR^rous 
mpst be the other. 

The peasantry, necessary to tiU the groun4j| ^t^ 
Collected to one or two barren spots, whereby the 
/spil is deprived oC the means essential to its im^ 
4jtrpv^|Dent, The poQr are easily enticed to. ^n eWf* 
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pBjroent, bowevier dangerous in the pursuit, or ha* 
ttrdous in the issue, from the higher wages held up 
by the adventurers ; high wages tend to corrupt the 
inbrais of the lower dasses, and invariably weaken 
the sinews of industiy ; the views'of the peasant are 
generally confined to the present hour: if he ob- 
tain more than he can properly spend to-day, he has 
lost tte motive for labour to-morrow ; idleness na- 
turally superinduces vice ; and vice is the infallible 
road to want and misery. It is not to be expected 
that these people should calculate, or that they should 
reflect what produces great and sudden gain to the 
proprietors cannot ensure certain employment for 
the labourers, much less do they foresee that, in 
case of failure, the whole will be suddenly turned 
adrift to seek a livelihood where it may be found; 
and that their families must be left in a starving 
ftate, while the land, on which the burthen must 
fall, is not in a condition to support it. Those who 
have acquired riches from the bowels of the earth 
and their united labouis, and from whom Jbhey might 
expect the boon of charity, have left their residence 
and repaired to the seats of luxury and dissipation. 
Observations like these will obtrude themselves on 
the observing traveller, and whoever has been at- 
tentive to facts, cannot but have remarked, that 
wherever mines have abounded agriculture has beea 
in a despicable state, and the lower classes generally 
in the most abject poverty. By these remarks it is 
not meant to decry the pursuits of mineralogy, so 
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tBTTER X>. 

i 

t)EAR Sib, . 

1. MUST not ^get the language cf tfag 
fsonptry^ nor the etithusmic irag^ fbr poetry aoi 
music; nor mast I pass^ wifli'<^ft|inon and r^gacd^* 
less eye^ their bard&^dtid ftiiMttals; 

'The Wel^ lattigaage lays' adaim to ingh atitH- 
^ity, asibeing a brand) ^of^;ilie Jaspian^ or tbatdia^ 
4ebtof the Hebrew spoken by. the posterity ctf Japlnet? 
It is eviatnriylike'theoldGaUic, of Celtic origitt;^ 
Both 41) its formation as nrtH m giamiiBia^xl cd^ 
fNyiictidn; it bears^a near resemblance to the He^ 
4)r6w ; and its aiSinity i^'ftndher traceA by tlie teameil 
illowlands in ^ his comparative tabie of three fbdndreil 
^0Fds> sin>i}arr^ in soundr and meaning, to sd teairy 
Hebrew ones ; whence it ^appieetrs to be the mc0t 
primitive and uncorrupt living language in the wes- 
tern world. 

It is rich and copious, abounding with original 
words, more especi^ly tephqiR^l. tprnis^ jwhich other 
languages borrow from the Greek, or express by cir- 
cumlocutions I and, fronpi itij' aptitude to form'^^rli 
sesjiutpedaUa 'hy composition, wtiicfa arenot, owiiig 
to the change of consonants, hansh in /sound, and 
are highly significant, it is peculiarly fitted for poetry 
and oratory ; its a^ccent, like the Heljrew, being 
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chiefly confined to the Pentritjma^ produces somC'* 
times a sameness^ but^ at the same time^ a dignity of 
sound ; the multiplicity of consonants gives it an ap- 
pearance of uncouthness to the eye, but, as these are 
not all pronounced as such, and many of them dif- 
ferent in sound to what the English scholar would 
etpett, it is more in ai^iearance than reality; its co- 
piousness gives it a variety and harmony to be equitl* 
led by few, perhapa exceeded t>y none:; it: unites the 
expressive majesty of the Greek, with the harmonious 
ebftQess of the Italian; it is, thecefom,' ^particularly 
adapted for poetical tibtpressioa. From- f be nudne* 
rous gutturals and the firequent fecurreri<fepf the ca- 
nine letter £, it has been termed ruggfcd^nd'iocapable 
«f ex{iressing soft and raeladious sounds; Init thjsae 
irequent gutturals, this repetitipo of R, and thQrask 
•embiage of the most l)rcmd-soundiog vowela. 9a4 
'diphthongs render it capable of displaying one of ibe 
chief beauties of poetry, the sound eorrespondiog 
with the sense ; thus, on thunder^ 

•' Tan a dwr yn ymw riaw 
Yw'r taranau dreigiau draw,** 

The roarij]g thunder dreadful in hs irc. 
Is water warring with aerial fiie. 

•Tet^ as a proof that it>is<apable of expressmg a great 
degree, of softness, tak^ the following oa the^harp: 

'* Mae mil o lefsian meluson 
Mai mcl o hyd ym tnola fhon/* ' . - 
Within the concave of the Womb^is foimdy 
The inagic scale cf &oul-^cl)aoting *tind. 
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imong the Welsh (for the Caimbriatt Muse gloried 
kx iwmiy^mt ;a«^etit ,nieiisurea) ;that it must have 
erppipeihtbe ^niua of their Baifds^ had it not b$<i) for 
4be M^ent of the iftngti|ig^.ft<id lU ftptitade for aHi- 
tecatioi;; it figure they wwidered^w a spedal hewty 
lo poeticid coiopositioiv thus^ 

" Gwyr a wnagwr'y|i wral 5 
Gwr a wna gwjr yn el 9I." 

Br^ve men with brav'ry will their }ea49rs fijre# 
BiaVc chiefs their men with brat'ry' will inspire. 

- 7<> this they ^6td the figure of adapting the 
sound so as to hiei &a'>echo of tiie'wsense) and M 
foets^ ^erbap8/-wc^ emr «ndre distinguished cfor a 
«iastefiy bseiof this beauty^ nor ^ language better 
Isak^ii^tbd fer its elthibitioni A third was what Mr; 
Wai tiars -c^lls • ^* ^ pmiUar in^etmifji ■ in the seUctim 
'^nd ^ar^iingenieni G^^wi^rds^ s0 as i<>ftodU€e drhyAmi^ 
cal concatenation of sounds in every verse*^ Vtd. Di»i» 
The most favouhfcd nieaiures seemi to have been the 
triplet and tetrasiicb i^ Llewarch H^n has an Engljn 
rhiming every three fines, and each stanza com- 
mencing with the' ^ipe phrase^ The^hanes of Ta- 
lie^in consists of eight tetrastichs, and Eyry Mynydd 
4rf Wjr\«iincb H^ ^.twelve pctoftary stanzas ; so 
^e&t.9^s this.s)^nalMC|Of jingling ragei tbU>Af wat 
<Q<»mdic0Qd. the best .pml who.xooid . reach the 
^ntfteat ;nH9liQt#Q0Us t^itiinftc Tbejt^^ogor^i^fraf 
}i4iia iuss jtxi^nJInfitien^inglitt on^^^uxA mQ^mf^A 
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6f Dafydd ap Gwilim has ^ fftiy-t^rcj/ terMlfifatte'g in 

^f' '• ' ^ 

Most of the prt lifed' bOOkfe Iff -tW Weflsh linguage 
ar^ eftber tfaiisiatfons Or the WorkH'of n)orf€i4i« ; the 
prH>c1pal-MS!5.;dre pi^eserved'in tile libraries of Wyn- 
ilesfay, 'Gto^d^tb,^ BodscaH^n, Cofrsygdddol, Gwe- 
dir, the Duke of AnoasteFs, and the Archives; of 
Jesus College, Oxford; but many of them have 
been' lost and destroyed ;^ for Edward not only 
cruelly tried .to . exjterming^te' learned ; men from 
amongst the Welsh, but aJso, to destroy the, means 
of information. Upon the conquest, many of the great 
aiid learned.irien \wre.caiyfied t6 theT^wer todplsr- 
otitted. to takcvfkh. them »tlidrrjbp(^s< and nianus* 
irrifts : to! amuse. .thorn. umko eon^Aemeht at but ^ 
pmtehce ..was..*)^ faufid7tQ::aeli?d::^ them ;• the 
iltifirrectioo; .<)? .^yqd wr,rg4>*::rta:. ^ddiMonnlpJretfext 
fe'r.dS«trQj?ipg^t^5i»^,ai<rf-^H...thatv<^^ po8sibl|^. he 
wJfeQfeA.wei:%^:l»^Wt'i)y o^'e.^^ as recorded^ia 

.^IS^JS^gtyri^V- • • . . li ^V\\. -• •: '\> - * . ^^v- . / ^« 
•..!';:. ' LlyfranCymrffa^Llofrudd - . '-u 
. i:;i I'i :::; ?:If ^r'gO!ivy« aetljahtaf guid • ! . 

. ^ . Fwrw'r twrr iifrai\ j;: tan. .1 

Gutto*rGlyn. A. D. 1450. 

03 Tlie'laflguiige is getting Into disuse; the gentle^ 
tnen^^eddiiatec^ in*£ngland;'>pt^tend not to speak ct^ 
9^ s6»ie^ hive not s^upled to wiih fot its exteram^ 
na&db; ithei example ofitiib iiigher^laSkes is bdlHM^ 
fabiitRgabixsj^rimdi: ere long, tbit^langirfglge atld th« 
manners of the Welsh Will merge and bo lost in the 
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English. Their music is. as varfed ami 'expressive asr 
the language; much has beenijustly sai4 in com*- 
mendation/of its peculiar b)eauties, and those who! 
affirm that there is a sameness in- all ^e Welsh airs^ 
must have heard but «ery few specimens, or paidbjuti 
little attention to the subject; a great simplicity? 
marks the Welsh melodies,.. yet they are distinguish- 
ed by . features as varied as the country ; invented 
by an enthusiastic and impassioned pepole, they par- 
take of all the wildness of unrestraine4 originality ; 
sprightly and vivacious, plaintive and energetic, they 
are characterized hothhy Allegro and Pmserosoj^ndi 
equally aciapted for Lydian as for Doric measures ; 
most of the tunes are very ancient/'ahd'preserved in 
the . traditional recollection of the* country;* ^i^ey 
show their composer^ to have, possies^ed ^ genuine 
skill in music, and that they knew liow to warm the 
imagination, and interest the heart,; ^Y^^^^er the 
Miisp delights in gay or mournfyil mimbers, she may 
have ^ler choice, and the expressive vibrgtjp^ii^ of., th© 
nob|e instrviment the .b^rp increases the pathos and 
sol^mni^y. ;,Xhe vivacity- of Joe;P^^§in^'6 l^rrvan^ 
Sir Watkjn's Delight, forms a fine,C(?jnjra?t wjth tb<j 
plaintive Dafydd ar Craig gwyo, .^pd-j^hfi- s'olenoB 
dirge of MorfarRhuddlan, " Ex uno dff^fie^ omnes.^^ 
Of the Religious Order in the time^pf Druidisrn, 
there was- a three-fold division into Vaccrri^ Beirdd, 
and Eubages; of these the second order was al} 

"•^IVlr. Jones has performed a work deserving the praise of all 
anidteurs In itiusic; by collecting and publishing a number of these 
in his ' Miisk^i and Poetical Remains of the Bards.' 

C C 2 
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I^at remained after the destruction' of their altars and 
seminaries, and fbeir final dispersion in Mooa by 
Suetonius. (Fid. TactL A. L. XIV.) These con« 
tinned to be had in reverence and enjoyed peculiar 
privileges for ages after tHe abdlitioo of Dnkidical 
worship. 

^' While other orders fell "by turns disgraced, 

Their names dishonourM, and their forms defaced^ 

The Batds, In slaughter's desolating hour. 

Still heW theic office, a«d retained their power. 

On heights dispcrs'd, or wandx-iftg o'er the plain. 

They brought from hill and ^ale a listening tfam, ; 

Lur'd by soft numbers and. the power of sounds 

Thy sons, infcrming Nature, jpour'd around.'* 

Such was the high estimation in which this order 
Was held, that it was enacted by a law of Howel I>ha, 
that whoever should strike a Bard must compound 
for the offence to the party aggrieved, one-fourteenth 
more than was necessary to be paid to apy other 
person of the same degree. (Vid. Leges WnlL) Bede 
says, in his time they enjoyeei great privileges, were 
respected by contending parties at war, obtained 
leave to pass free, and were received with honour 
Und dismissed with donations, Lih. II. 

The term is derived from Bar a Fury, and bears 
an analogy to the poetic fury and enthusiasm they 
fancied themselves inspired with. Diodorus Siculu^ 
and Marcelh'nus mention the Bards as composers of 
verse which, they sung to the harp and other inHru- 
roents of music, pelebrating the praises of the brave 
and good ; and lashing the vices of the qnfnardly and 
3 .. ) 
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the bad with the severest satire. They were highly 
venerated by all the Northern najtions^ accompanied 
the armies into the field, animated them to th^ 
confli6t by repeating the valourous deeds of their 
ancestors ; and celebrated in plaintive strains tho 
heroes that had fallen in battle. 

** Vos quoque qm fortes animus belloque peremtas 
Xrau(}ibus in longum vates demittis is xvum 
Plurimi securi fudistis cannina Bardi." — ^Lucan. 

In the ages of Druidism, they were doubtless 
under mystic regulations ; but for a series of years 
there are no authentic documents to elucidate the 
exact nature <of their situation. 'Nennius, who 
wrote about the year QGO, is the first who mentions 
them. He says that Talhaiarn was famous for 
poetry, and that Aneurin, Taliesin, and Llywarch 
Hen, flourished in the sixth century. Of these, 
only some fragments of th^ three latter are extant. 
If we judge of those that are lost by those that 
remain, they must be considered as men possessed 
of superior genius ; and lament that works so calcu- 
lated to instruct and please should have been so 
early consigned to oblivion. Those still remaining 
throw great light upon the manners and customs 
of the age in which they lived. (Ktde Evans Diss, de 
Bardis). But many of these are with great difficulty 
understood, owing, in part, ito the carelessness of 
transcribers, and more from the language becoming 
bbsolete. Aneurin obtained the honourable distinc- 
tion of Mychdeirn Beirdd, Monarch of the Bards ; 
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TaIi€&it^;*'''tC'h<^ resided at the "courts of Maelgwyh 
fewyrtedd'«tt<MJrien Reged, wasentitled Pen Beirdd, 
1^ Prin(3e 'df the Bards 5 and Llywarch H6n bad 
pai^^ed his youthful days lA the court 'of Arthur^ 
end 'had Veigtted, hinnself a Prince, over part of 
Cambria. There were other Bards that Sourished 
about this period ; the most eminent of which was 
Merddin Wyllfe, who left a beautiful poem, called 
Afalhriy or the Orchard, From the sixth to the 
tenth century, we meet with scarcely any of their 
writings-; owing, probably, to the devastations of 
\var^ and the ravages occasioned by the civil dissen- 
sions among ,the Welsh themselves. The reform of 
this, order pf men was undertaken by Bleddyn, Prince 
pf Povyis and North Wales ; and a statute was en- 
acted to ascertain their privileges, and restrain their 
licecktious manners. It prescribed the emolunients 
tbey- were, to receive, and the persons or> whom they 
were imposed. This statute, which contains much 
curious matter, may be seen in the Welsh Chroni- 
cles. From this period, under the auspices of thq 
Welsh Princes, many ingenious bards arose, distin- 
guished for iheir. taler^ts, till ;the death of the last 
lilewelyn..; when Edward^ sensible that the bards had 
been tl^e- cause of the Welsh so long maiot:|ining 
their independence, and fearing lest they might 
revive ancient ideas,. and rekfndle in the Welsh their 
patiye fire of freedom, prpclqimed martial law ;.-«nd 
commanded all the bards to be tried and hanged by 
it. ^ Likp the cruel. Monarch of Macedonia, who, 
when treating with the Athenian States, demanded, 
as a condition of peace, that all the orators who had 
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hmvdy excited their Bhsther citizens 'todefenH their 
Jrirth-right sfeduld be delivered ^ds^i:ri?«/w^/r./«/(? ihif 
hmd. This>edict, more cruel than* the: proscriptiotJB 
of iBe, Bomaa .Tma»tir«t«, cohtmucd? in fbfbe^ for 
jteveral.Teigds ; duting'^which period' this celebrated 
order was nearly exterminated ; the genias'-of poetry 
mm- talinost .'extinguished^ and only emjploj^ed* i«i 
isoothing^be* misery of the times, by obscure pre^* 
cdictions of [future prosperity ; tbe ancient seat of 
music and poetry was deserted by the Muses^ and 
^asjdeprived of those' fascinating ants^ which softened 
ttbe' maoners3W5biletbey invigorated the genids of the 
•peqple.' Tliere^weri&ithree distinctions in the orders 
JBarcte; ^properly s6 lealled, were supposed inspired^ 
^md composed versfein^a variety of measures \ and 
iike; the Scalds of the North, regained the memory of 
mmiit^erless transactions that i otherwise would have 
.been Ipst. . But wbat gav^then:^ the high i^ank, atid 
•brbughtthem into estimation with the British 'nobii- 
firy^ \<r«s>. their -skill:. in genealogy. They were the 
ipeidorder& of urms, and the comptrollers of honqursi 
fi^.'fla^ttered the vanity of the great by recounting 
ibe deeds* of -fctheir remote ancestry. This was the 
•highest and mbst< honourable division, The neict 
was -Clerwrca or Minstrels, who performed ' upoA 
musical instruments, chiefly the hpiip and the crwth.^ 

J ; •.^he ^musicaj intruments in use among the . ancient Welsh 
Vjere the telyn or harp ; the crwth or croud ; the tabwrdd or tabretj 
and the corn buelm, cornet, or bugle-horn ; with the pibgorn, or 
pipe. The harp, crwth, and pibgorn were the ' instruments delii 
vered ta the chief musicians, when they were invested ; j^nd,on their 
death reverted to the Lord. 
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Thirdly^ the Dateeihiaid, or Singers ; tbesQ acfxm^ 
panied tbe mueip with the i^oiee^ Biid \bciie' noqiiirdi 
to possess a cotepetint knowledge of botli sbieiiGCB;^ 
. The eleotibn of bards wasaosiml in an asifemblyof 
the priilces and chieftains of ihte (>opntiy^ iii wbicli 
they were assigned precedenoe andemolmmmts'suitv 
abl^ to their respeqtive itieiits ; bat the bard most 
eminently distinguished fdr bjs taieiite was ftolisbmiy 
chaired, and had the badge c^ merit, or silver faaxp^ 
cooferred^upon him. 

Tlvs congress, called Eisteddfod, wai» dsually 

held at one of the three royal ^esiddnces, Caerwys^ 

Aberfraw, orMathraval; tbe Sovereign bltoself pre« 

j^ditig in the assembly. Its b^ing held in rotation, h«i5 

Sndaoed soi^e to assert that it was a tritmml meeting;, 

This was coteWerfed not only aS an: dpipoftiiiiity of 

displaying skill and talents, but also asaQ6Uege of 

harmony, where genius was registered ^^d degrees, of 

honour conferred on musical merit, Thi& astembl^ 

was held by special commission aAd authority {wA 

the prinpes of Wales during their ind^ieiulencbi; and 

subsequent thereto from the Kings of Eiigland ;.witbt 

out this e^taminatibn and diploma granted ndne could 

^xercise the profession of bard of mifistrd, In thesi 

British Olympics were collected, as ia a fodUs, the 

rays of mtisio and poetry ; here the varied gfcniUs oi 

the principality, concentrated, displayed its captivat-r 

5ng charms J here British bards Jiouretl ^th Iheir 

knimating strains, ^nd miqstr^ls tuned their fascinat? 

}ng harps to melody, 

ff And gave to song yetistle^ powers to charm.*' 



Digitized by 



Google 



The last Eisteddfod, hdd by royal authority, wsn 
fafi* the reign of Elizabeth, the commission bearrn^ 
iiate aoth 6f October, 1SS7> tiras granted to S«r 
Richard Buiktey and others* Ii^ consequence of 
-Ihid gran<, an Eisteddfod was^hetd *t Corwya the 
alSth of May following; proper notice having beett 
^Iv^^ and the sons of gjenius invited from their rcv- 
i^red situations in eviery part of the principality^; at 
ihiff meeting fifty-five degrees were conferred, sevens* 
fcen in vocal, and thirty-eight in instrumental 
tntisic^ ^rom this period the Eisteddfod was neg- 
keted, and the ancient Bard and Minstrel ceased to 
be considered as characters of importance ; a spirited 
€et of men, however, associated under the name of 
thfe Ch>yneddigwifp^ in London, determined to revive 
^ ceremony calculated to encourage a spirit of ma* 
^cal excellence, and preserve a knowledge of har- 
inony's choibest instrument amongst their country- , 
Tiien J and to deliver down a science in which thctr 
ancestors had shone so eminent, with increasing rcr- 
putation, to posterity. 

The ancient notice required of a year and a day 
was given prior to the meeting ; the old town hall 
was fitted up for the reception of the company, which 

• The original deed is in possession of the Mostyn family, togCr 
Ihet with the silver harp, which had from time immemorial beea 
the gift of the ancestors of that family, to befton^ on the chief of 
the Faculty^ 

- f We learn that Mr, Chven Jonei, of London, was the devisflv 
and princi^ promoter of this niee.tiiig« and . contributed laigdf 
towards the prizes bestowed on the occasion ; agentknup as hig^y 
distinguished for his Jiberalitjr as his many other virtues. 
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was hlghjy respectable ; and the numerous litiend* 
ance of the children of melody proved, :that howev^]r 
•the spirit had been neglected and depressed, it w(is 
not extinguished among the inhabitants. (rf. North 
Wales. Some vein, says Jones, in his musical re- 
mains of the ancient minstreUy, survives apipng our 
jnountains. Numbers of persons of both sexes as- 
-fiemble and sit round the harp, sieging alternately^ 
pennyliion, or stanzas of ancient and modern compo- 
sitbns ; the young people usually begin the night 
Ivith dancing, and when tired assuqiQ this mod^s.of 
^relaxation ; often, like the modern improvvisatpri of 
Italy, they sing extempore verses, and those conver- 
sant in it readily produce a penny]] opposite to the 
.last; the subjects are productive of mirth: somfc- 
,times they are jocular, sometimes satirical, butofte;i 
of an amorous nature^ and will bring to the recqlletc- 
jtion of the classic the dialogue between Hgracc ancl 
Xydia : for, on these occasions, the fair are gene- 
rally the last to speak, and terminate the contention 
not unlilte Lydia : : , 

^* Tecum ^'ivere amem^ tecum oheani Uhens.^^ 

They continue singing, without intcrhiission, never 
repeating the same stanza (for th^t wpul4 forfeit the 
honour of being esteemed first of song) and, like 
nightingales, support the contest through the night. 
The audience usually call for the tune ; sometimes a 
few. only sing and sometimes the whoie. company ; 
but, when a party of capital singers assemble, they 
raeely call for the tune, for it is indifferent to them 
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what tunc the harper plays; parishes are often op- 
posed to parishes, and the mountains re-echo the 
melody of song. The following are specimens of 
this kind of extemporaneous composition, or pen- 
nyllion; 

Mi a i Llan Beris Ddydd full nesa, 
Oni ddaw Llan Beris yma ; 
Llawer haws i mi fyrid yno, 
Nac i Llan Beris fawr symmiido. 
If cavernM Llan beris can't eiasily move, 
Nej^t Sunday Til go there and find my kind love, 
. Twice easier for me o'er the hills for to go. 
Than for Peris to move from the valley below. 



Pe baer wyddva i gyd yn gaws 
E fyddai 'n haws caell cnllyn, 
A moel Eilian fera gwyn, 
A'r Llynn yr gwrw melyn. . 

If Snowdon's high and airy head 
Were tnrn'd to cheese, Moel Eilia bread. 
And all the lakes to nut-brown ale, 
T'would needless be to till the vale. 

Dr. Thoma5. 

The number of Bards was twenty, of Minstrels 
twelve, and of Datceiniaid eighteen ; the first day 
was occupied in determining the merit for the cadeir 
or chair; the theses were ^^ the love of our country, 
and the comtttemdration of the Eisteddfod ; many 
animated pieces were produced, but the decision was 
in favour of Robert ap Dafydd of Nantglyn ; in 
the evening numerous extemporaneous effusions were 
poured forth, and, though there was a degree of ex- 
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eellence^ yet they must remind the cUElsicti scholaf 
of the poetaster in Horace, who could compose two 
kaodred verses ; stans pede in urn. 
^ On the second day the instrumental and vocal 
performers exhibited their respective powers^ when 
Robert Foulks was declared-Pencerdd Ddfod) or chief 
vocal performer, and WiHiam Jones Gwydd the 
Pencerdd Dant, or chief player on the harp. This 
meeting must have been highly gratifying to the 
lovers of poetry and music ; for in the opinion of 
connoisseurs rfo contest for skill was better supported 
than this at Caerwys. In various places we found 
that it had excited a spirit of\ emulation, and we had 
the pleasure of hearing instrumental performers that 
would not disgrace the diplomas of universities ; and 
we sincerely wish, that an instrument so capable of 
expressing the powers of harmony as the harp may 
never be disused, nor such genuic^e votaries of 
music and poetry as the Wehh, ever languish for 
want of protection. It has been observed that moun* 
tainous scenery is peculiarly friendly to those aerial 
and imaginary existences that constitute the objects 
of superstition.'^ The constant variation in their 
appearance, added to the gloom attendant upon lofty 
crags, hollow cwms, deep ravines, lakes^^ dingles, 
caves, and torrents, must, have a strong tendency to 
affect the imaginatioji ; fe^r is the offspring of ig- 
norance, and unbounded credulity the ooncoroitwt 
pf fear; similar notions will produce similar manners^ 

^ *^ Hence superstition sprung in elder time. 
Wild 9s tbe soil, and gloomy a# the clime.** 

Richards^ 
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and equal dognees of intelUgence are generally 
narked by a. coincidence ^ belief \ Hence the^piril 
of conjuraticm, so pteii^ot in Lapland^ the second 
sight of ibo Higblaxids^ and the vagaries of the 
Aivenyddion, m Wales^ (a word asgaificant of poeti- 
oal raptures,) were derived fecon the same origin ; 
these persons, when consulted, became inflamed with 
a high degree of enthusiasm, ^ers, to aH appearance, 
carried out of Jthemselvcs, andjeemed possessed of 
an invisible . spirit, yet they did not immediately 
give a solurion of .the difficulty ; but, by an iaoon* 
sistent ctrcomlocution with which they abounded^ 
any ^person who observiad the answer would, at length; 
by some turo or digression ii^ the speech, receivei 
er fancy that he did, the required explanation.^ Froni 
thia stale of ecstaisy they were at last roused as from 
a deep sleep, and w«ne compelled, by the violence 
ef theor friends, to return to their natural state ; and 
it lis said, that they did iiot recollect any thing that 
passed, or which they had uttered ; if it happeneiii 
that they were, again consuhed upon the same, o^ 
9ny other subject, they would deliver themselves in 
very different terms. This property of divining they 
fancied was bestowed upon theip in their sleep, at 
which time, according to Gyraidus, it appeared to 
some as though new milk or honey w^s poured into 

^ * The folly of dirination and .fortiine.teIling to the tkinkifig 
Bind must be'obvioos, and is nrooe siippMted by the belief of tke 
credidoiis than the arts of knaveuy ; for,- to the whole tsibe of di^ 
viOBis may b&applied theremark of JSariptdei, 
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their mouth ; to otfaiera^ as thougfr-'a «croll of wri^ 
ting ; and, on thei;r waking, they pablicly professed 
to be endued with these extraordinary gifts; but 
this kind of devotion is d^ily less in repute and 
ehiefiy confined to the mountainous tracks. The 
belief of witchcraft is still strong, and ?nany are the 
fatal and dire effects produced by the supposed hybrid 
beingsJ* We dcnowcso Jittle of the Spiritual WorMj 
and the possibility of a connection with it, that it 
would border on presumption to assert j. that no connec* 
tion ever did or can: exist ; but it is certainly ridtcu«t 
|6us to suppose, that a ^oordecrepid old woman, by en* 
tering into a supposed contract with the devil,isbould 
^e able; to change the course of niature ;*blight crops^ 
inflict disease, raise storms, 8cc» phd perform 'actions 
that bespeak Omnipotent Power; and if it were 
not that the positive evidences were extremely strongs 
the many impostures and delusions (hat have been 
disQovered, as well a& the idle tales told, would be 
(DOugh to demolish all faith in such a dubious crime ; 
but the testimony of ages, the revealed will of Gob, 
is in favour of the existence' of Witchcraft. It seems^ 
therefore, the safest way, with the ingenious Addi- 
son, to allow there has been such a thing, but to 
refuse credit to the many modern instances of it4 

• At every house you will perceive a horseshoe, cross, or some 
charm' of defence against these venomous spirits ; and it is usual to 
place on th^ Vigil of S|^ John sprigs of die Hypericum^ tlieiM» 
cijled $t. John's wort, at the entrance in the same manner the 
Druids were used to iiO Veronica. Its supposed-virtueis coached in 
the title : Cos gan Gythral, /, e^ Daemon's Aversion* 
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Sown to the reign of James t. various^ statutes were 
pass€idy making witchcraft, conjuration^ or 8orcer3r, 
felony without benefit of 'clergy. During tljis pe^ 
riod^ while laws were enacted to perpetuate error; 
it is probable that many innocent persons^ distressed 
with poverty and age^ and disliked by the ndghbour- 
hood, fell the unfortunate victimS' ; and this - tertor 
o( ancient femaks wias not removed till 9 Geo. II. c, 5.^ 
Since that a pretend^e ^o divinattoti is considened as a 
misdemeanor, ptmishabie by q^illory^ and imprisan'i- 
ment.* The belief of those el vine beings called £118 
or 'Fairies^ appears to .hiave been ancieni and geneml 
^t only from/ the Britons baviog reduced the no« 
tioxis respecting them, to a:rkind of sy^teifn^ .but be^^ 
xa(use:various allpsions are made .to them by. the 
British Bardsy undbr tHe coqimbn .appellation f^ TM 
Sprits of the Mountains*^ It is supposed they asefond 
of the southern side^of tbeihills and the deep recesses 
of the woods;. of<^GanHncss, neatnes^Hsf appanel, re^' 
•gul^r iliving, stract^rintegfity, and : .devotqdness: t^ 
God ; and that those who wish for their protccUooi 
or would avoid their ire, must pay attention to these 
things. To such ; characters they are esteemed 
friendly, and, to the opposite, exceedingly spiteful, 
troubling' them with dreams/' alarming them with 

■ : „. '■ b- ; )' • '-. . . 

' ■ .' 1 ■ '« • ^', 

* The learned Montegquieu, . in his Spjrit of .Laws, ranks thfs 

crime with that, of heresy, and judiciously obser ves^ that we ought 
to be very circumspect m the prosecution of both, 'because the most 
unexceptionable conduct, the purest morals, and the constant prac- 
tice of every*duty of social life are not a sufficient security gainst 
tht suspicion of such crime?«- ♦ 
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noises, pinching: them !bi{ick and blue, carryiDg seUfff 
ibeir unhaptisecl cblMren, aod. confining tbem for at 
given period ; and M j$ a custom wiib the ignorimf 
to watch their chiWreo iill ,rfter b^ptkm, lest .they 
should be stolen or obanged. They are said also to 
maim cattle by throwing ugly w^aipons at^hem; 
the dones called arrow-beads, found m thete parts^ 
are .fancied to be elf^sbots; and a species of fun<* 
gus, growing on ibe. lower parks of the trunks of 
irsfis^ .when reduced to a koft cotaastcnipy by rains, is 
caioUed Fairy's Butter. The description by those : that 
pnetend to faavieiseenLtbemis, thatalbey ^e in .'the 
human shape, exceodingly dirhtnuli»e,ialwBysclad in 
agreed, and when they are emplayedan^often. heardi, 
as'tfacy are very: noby; their occtipatians^bTOr, tbey 
iive a merry life, ^dancing band in band iuKisibly 
b^^moon-light, footing to lyric measures ov&r the 
at^ant t^r^ leaving their maihs^ in daricened circles^ 
alias iaiiy rings^' over the green j^aes. Their liiaga^ 
oriesare.pleaaantl^rdluded .to iby;JBrawn sa his pa^ 
locals^ ■'\::i -A x;.. . ../; .• /. .: 

I ' — M ' M v'M ' > > I MO i ' i ^ A pkasBHt nuBaS, 

Where fsmos ofien did tl^i^ir nie^i^iye^ tresft), ; . - 
' Which in the mfiadpwnwde such circles jpcen. 
As if with garlands it had crownded been. 
. ^ Within one of these tpunds w?is to be ^n, 

* A hillock rise, where oft the fairy queen 

At twilight sate, and did comniand those elves, 

11^0 pinch those niaids th^t had not swept the shelves jj 

y -And furthor if, by maiden's overeat, 

Within doors Wiiter were not bipuj^ 9t night|> 
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Qx if tibcy fi|)i5ea4 np tabic, s«4 nobfcftd, 

They should have nips ffom toe unto the head. , • .;; . ; • 

And for the maid that had petform'd each thing, . , , . .^ 
She in the water-pail bade leave a ring." .•.-., 

The rr-appearance of departed spirits or Ghosts 
is generally believed. . They are supposed to inhabit 
the. Jeep cwms and glens amid the mountains, and 
to frequent ofd jn^nsions,, ruined, castles, and espe- 
cially' the repositories, of tBe dead ; and the termor of 
them is so great, xbat no tribe will induce the coni- 
rtion people to visit these 'places in tlie <iepth of the 
night ; they are considered as the souls of persons 
departed, and permitted . to return fpr some benefi- 
cial purposes, as to point out some hjd treascire, ,help^ 
some to property of which they had been unjustly 
deprived, or lead to the discovery of some foul mur- 
der, that the perpetrators might be brought tq jus- 
tice^ and those innocently accused cleared of the 
aspersion. . Others again, are adjudged to walk in 
darkness for some venial fault ; to this the inimitable 
Bard alludes in Hamlet : 



' ' '■** I am thy father*s spirit, 

Doom*d for a certalit time, to walk the rtight. 
And for the day c6rifin*d to fast in fires, • 
Till the foul crimes^done in my ijays of natuic* "^ 
Arejjurnt and'puig'd ^waqr/'^i I I i 

• Persons who have been guilty of great oppressions, or acted 
Contrary to tfle wfelfaVeirftic coimtry, are expatriated after they ^i 
dead ; - ^tjefk l{>irks &tii ^c^ptiiti, fRiablef to rest^ and are sent to re* 
side on the borders of soO!6la^e\or water-lkS), «mid9t the wilds of 
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You will be told by those who pretend to have con- 
versed with these ghosts, that some have lamented 
the hardness of their eonditioft in being obliged to 
walk through cold and uncomfortable places, and 
requested the person's friendly aid to lead them to 
some other place, &c. &c. 

That none, in the exercise of their rational powers^ 
can, for a moment, credit the thousand ridiculous 
stories that are told and believed, is obvious : yet, 
to deny that such appearances have, on some parti-* 
cular occasions, been seen, would be to throw away 
the wisdom of antiquity with an unbecoming licence, 
and to oppose authorities that would undermine £he 
m^st important truths, and invatidatfe evidence on 
which the principal part of our knowledge is built 
and our best hopes foanded.. Themisfourtune.of Su^ 
perstition is, that it bejieves every thing it. fears; and 
it is the curse of Infidelity to believe nothing it hates; 
the votary of the one has the testimony of antiqurty 
CD his side, and the votary of the other the counte- 
nance of fashion. To the humble inquirers after 
truth the declarations of the Scriptures will recur, 
" That there are tninistering spirits sent forth to 
minister to those that shall be the heirs of salvation, 
and others of an opposite cast wandering about in dry 
places, sedting rest,, but finding none, and, intent on 
mischief to the human race, go to and fro on the 
earth, seeking whom they may devour/* To such the 

the mounuins. . Thus the iearned Sir John Wynne was esteeaied 
by the peopU an oppressor, and they hare «e9t his |»erturbjed spirit 
to tIie,a4HK»a| qskx^t of Rhfuadf^- W^noU 

3 
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atlirmative will appear the safest side of the question ; 
the unreasonable creduHty of the dafk ages was un-' 
doubtedly a iSnare, and the eMreme is equally so;'- 
, thte latf^t staggters the grand doctririe of the Sours 
icnmortalhy, fof thoSe who deny there are spirits sub-' 
sisting w-hhout bodies will, after that with more dif- 
ficulty believe the separate existerlcc of their own. -^ 

Among superstitious or iSingular customs we re- 
marked the following t^^^-*. 

On Christmas Eve, abobt three o'clock in the* 
niorning, mo^t) of the parishioners assemble in the^ 
church, and after prayers and a sermon, continue 
singing' pSalmd and hymns tiir day-light, and if^ 
through infirmit)^ or age, any tire disabled from at-: 
tendirig, they havfe prayers at home, and carols on the 
Nativity ; thid act of devotion is called flygany or the 
cock'Crowittg. - 

Another very singular custom, I never could learn 
the ratiofiale ©f, is that of a man on new year's day, 
dressing himself in blankets and other trappings, with- 
a factitious head like, a horse, and a party attending. 
him, knocking for admittance, this obtained, he runs 
about the room with ap uncommon frightful noise,i 
which the company quit in real or pretended fright ;' 
they soon reliever, and by reciting a verse of some 
ancient cowydd^ or, in default, paying a small gra- 
tuity, they gain^admission. A similar custom is pre- 
valent in the Highlands ; (Vid. Johnson^) and, from 
Du Csinge, we find it was ia practice orHeatheniStn.** 

* Ludi'ptofaftl apod Ethnicos & Pa[{liil82Aolebant in R^Ienffli^j^' 
nuarii; belluarami pecudum^ & 'vetularum, assamptis formi8,'hao 
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; Aliptber i^H^t^nfi, pe<mIiar.to this ccwwtry* is, the 
kindling of .fir^5:<}n A)l Saints' ev^ on some eminence, 
apiupO«;8:^tQn^,.«^r icviery babitatioo, when cbil- 
^*q, Berv^nta, mft^tew, and mistre«^, dance rqund 
and run throtigb. them witb sbouis a^d bollowings, 
thrnwieg iii,.m the fanoe .time, ftuies, nut^, stones, 
&c. by which they pretend to prognosi-ioatQ a^ to their 
fiUure.guQeea».thrQugh the year; these are -supposed 
by Rowland to be fires of rejoicing for the in-gather^ 
iog of harye&t, and that the Druids and ancient Bri- 
tons sacrificed. victims at this time, and about the 
vernal EquinoK. . 

. The virgula ^vimtomh »n high repute amongst 
the Welsh miners ; what sympathy there is between 
a vasi of coal or lead ore «nd a piece of ha^Ie, it 
would be diiHcult to say; but constant recourse is 
had to this mode of detecting mineral strata. Though 
made of hazle.it isi no commpn instrument ; it must 
be a fork cut in a planetary bogr ; for lead, on Saturn's 
day and hour, because Satwn i$ i\\t sigtiijlcant of 
had; Jupiter must be in conjnnction,, sextile or 
trine^ and the beilei' if any i^ceptioji^ happen ; but 
if it happen at square, or opposition the whole is 
iparred ; thw^ cut, it is laid by for use in e houp of 
vheat ojf barley : thii is to be held by the forks with 
both hands and carried over the, land svipposed to 
oontaki the ore : ov^f all tbe barren spots it appears 

li|piU))(^ d]s(:\issare,^&petal^ntius^se quod si Chri^ianis. 

non moclo proscrlptumi sed ab lis postmodum Iiiductum ; ut ea die' 
ad|ffj|f«)pduB|r GenxiUnqi ^pojsueHtdiaem pri¥at^ fiercnt X<i^nis k 
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nAafFected^ but no ;«iQhcr idoes it impeiiidr 6vcr ^ 
VM) Ithan. it presses ^rong down, and jl kimilar itii 
trac^n is discovered as between xrbnr^mithe mxg^ 
net; you will recc^rmein this ttie iMpiDtis tvktidf 
ef tbe heathen^ and smite at the cominnanbe oif! thb 
impostare; bot bow macb are med the !i}ate& 0^ 
nomnal discriminaMft? bow^ often; ^rhilb titejf^' iu»!ii^ 
detnn oneabsardiey are they the dnpei of 0):h^|id sliltf 
niore absurd ^ A 'fevf yea^;^ ^mx a s&tliiai^rfidd ^ w^ 
0sed» Sance, and^tsined CTiedfti^for id^ccrveHty^ 
j^^j^^ (f waters and is it not. in* the. -memory oil 
oirery JMe^ when riumbers experkncdd iii^ifcmtmcntf,' 
both in France* and' Englabd, kvithmP ^mp 'dinning, 
red at' all? and bellcicd t;be«is«6WcJ&' ^;fe*{>a|F8^t€cP 
by an invisible age{|f whicb. the i(i6h«iftes?, caflled) 
minimal Magnetism ? Bilt it required too muob'^^ep^ 
tion of the ioiaginaeion Ipn^ tJo'ex^^^Bfms^mithgut 
atf^ visikit causes. . Ti^ose^wbo msh wAvi^&f^o^fc^fix 
lic/ibave b€!en> under^tHeinadtsskyof^cking&rgl^bt^ 
im)kiii$i jriaH ;^ and* we areMoow- fimnsbed^vi^h^^ dU> 
Vining' rods agarn, undttr.tiaJd.poTrtpcifli^.plflip^O 
nami^'bf/ Metallic Tfactors^i^Thisfni* a»fp«rsdnS'irhOt 
pretend tO'<ciire certaita disofddrSy /et(kc:^]y3^rj^i^^r 
hs^ by breathing dnth^/ parts, laflbntcd^gatedlavh:^ 
it wkb,^ fasting spitide; bUt thtit iq^ialifidsdmsj^ 
6p€c£abbnld rare ; thdir 'anipesxxi)r9i!nn]i^ hisii eattfxT.ofe 
tbeiiesh of an eagie^ and they haycr^eritiuiiiincafttad^; 
tbns^ddftQ-ed ^omn tothem .by traditiono. : vr ; n . : j 
. The crater for to^xtMrnmedforn^ 
frdm •«riBief^'Ffj!nil9Qn Vain/ or Vfdl'iXr tM'Biessddl 
Vi^JEi r ^f^d^ from tb^utpirebmstanoc;. it rid istill used 
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from the font as a specific iusoreieyes, &c. 2ce/^ As 
a relict of Druidism, it i$ beKeTed that about Mid<^ 
summer ere snakes -congregate and /joining heads 
and bussing together a kind of bubble i» formed on 
the head of one of them, which the other, by hiss- 
ing, blows on till it comes off at the tail, when it 
harden^ and resembles ft glass ring, which whoever 
has thefgood luck to find, will prosper in all their> 
future undertakings; they call them gleiniau nadroedd; 
they are evidently glazed rings, once inrjuae among 
the Romans. Hydromancy, or divinatioa by water^ 
i^ still practised; Exorcism also Js considered as a 
privilege qpncomitant with hi^ learning ; and every 
Oxford clergy nuin is supposed to possess the power 
of laying spirits, and preserving liouses from being, 
haunted. • 

' These shadows of Religion, and indirect argu^ 
meats for a future state, were, in principle, nearly 
opeval with man ; they flourished as iniquity inereasr 
ed, they took root ^downward and bore fruit upward, 
iri the grosser ages of Judaism ; they vf^ere notorious- 
in the Grecian apd Roman states, and volumes 
blight be filled from their writfcrs of ridiculous in- 
stances of ;general credulity, that cpntroverted their 
right, whib they, preferred the daim for mligJ^ened 
f^iims. The Druids interpreted omens and debit in 
sorcery^ and if they did not invent, banded marly of 
them down to posterity. Several of the customs of 
thciir idolatry were long retained by our ancestors, 
intermingled with Christian rites ; and notwithstand- 
ing the fulminations of the papal chair, superstition 
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mamtained its ground, and was making rapid ad-' 
vancesih.thedays of Glldas. 

During the dismal night of error, that covered the 
people again with thick darkness, after the promul- 
gation of Christianity, the weeds of "error sprang up, 
grew -rank, and the nations of Europe were covered 
with the poisonous effluvia: the Romish priests did not 
fail to make use of these powerful engines to serve 
their avaricious purposes; they well knew that re-- 
putation was power, and they invented a thousand' 
talcs to instil into the minds of the people an idea 
of sanctity they never possessed ; till, by shackling 
the mind with an influence at their own disposal, 
their unfortunate votaries became the cC^nsGant dupes 
K^ hypocritical extortion. That t)iey were the fra- 
mers of some, and the modellers of many, no doubt 
can be entertained, ; for, as Brown facetiously ob- 
serves, " They seem-to have the most right to in- 
ventions of this nature,' whose bbains are so fruitful of 
folly as to invent that Dunstan took the Devil by* 
the nose with a pair of hot tongs till he roared agiain/' 
Antiq. Vulg. Thanks to the great Author of Light 
and Truth, this night is past ; the light of the Re- 
formation has dispelled the darkness ; yet, still here 
and there a few clouds disfigure the*atmosphere of 
truth. Though no one can be a stronger advocate 
for Religion in its most perfect purity, or wish niore 
strongly for the emancipation of the human mind^ 
fr^Wi the Work of all slaveity, SupersUtioni* ^tt^ 
nrtist I question, whether good has been obtained 
)iv divestiAg the miQ^ of all religious fear, under the 
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iiame of Supprstkioo ? .EapcoiaHy :whcn k is con- 
sidered, that it had a tenctency to recomniend virtue 
and discount^natece viQe; . • ' . 

.The phil9S9pfeic religiati that has nearly had its 
gbort-lived reign, is like ibe logic: of the Pyrrhcman 
l^chool^ that pulls down ever'y thing and erects 'no- 
thing. Man must have sqdie decisive principle on 
^hicb to apt^ and some powerful inriotives to induce 
h«n tp actipp. He must be persuaded that .rice\ has 
t|i8 ^rqad of punishment, and virtue the sanction: 
tjH reward, before he will uniformly perfoirm therrbi^ 
lative duties lifg, > . . r. :. 

. fteligiDf^Tis^tbe grand cement;of society,: the.only- 
sufficient guarantee of onkr and s&kiy. If the pco» 
pie are so grossvand Wind as.ffls)ft-.i:Q be :able;,. without 
^sist^nQe^.tP.lqQk'tbrcjughiNstui'e.up to Nature's 
God; if irtheir mmA^ U^ n^t; sufficiently spii'itual 
tp form ji^t'iapd adetjuate jdf^Sipf their r^al mature* 
4jnd intJi^pensay^ pbligatioti^ ; «ball wd refuse them 
t^e nece$s^y:hsftpsi .because they are not toon^jatible 
with fhilos^pMo f iff action P If they oannot yet: act 
ff0m. h\g|hftr':ftn4^8ter motive^ shall we therdfore 
deprive jthj$m,^jf;/2^'.? ; Klptout fevery trace of hope 
.i^nd fc^r, and break; ^yeAtbfc^jfot?</(?r^i/> #rV.that con- 
iject* them mxi^-ih^ jpirmul 'tv\^id ? • . - : - ' 
jr-RecplleGjting the ap^wpr of the learned atithpf of 
The .Evl4efice3 of X^Jbrlptianity, T(AddisQn) to tbe 
i}pbdie.ver, *^ ..Thpt,i. if Christianity /^^ .tftie/ then: 
Qiy^stia«s AyilJ^ have//i«60U^ wA 

if it sbdul4i.«fi^4 they will then he/cqual with, tbe in- 
ftdd;" I cannot help coocludiug it sfifcr tp l»&¥e. 
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too mu^ thaa two little; and tbat. truth Uadedi 
with error is far niore eligible khan error ;al6iici; 
Every lover of iris country and. his neighbour Gainst 
fed bis indsgnatton excited when he. sees a. setinf: 
men under ihe usurped title o£ Philosophers, . cxi-i. 
deavouring to undermine religion^ loosen, the^bandft 
of society, and. destroy all adequate riiotires for nifl«r 
ral actions, udder the plausible pretence of deliver** 
ing mankind ftom the yoke of superstition ! 

Amidst all tbe^e superstitions, thoweyer, it appeam> 
tb& principle of religion are notJost; ^ considdrahlfr 
potti^ of devbtipnal ^spirit occupies the bosoms ■ %£ 
the lower classes of. the Wdsb... A dispoaitioni^^ 
which, while it contributes to their own* comfcrt, 
admtnSsidrs no less to tbci faappinei^. :of sopietyd 
And to this as q cau^e, rabst'bcireferEed the piTevat: 
lence of moral excellence; thd general spirit of sub^^ 
ordinsition, resppctito!theii!supc«'tor«$, j^otd^uhns^ici^iom 
to the laws^/discover^Ie througibi.this). happy /CQiwt^ 
try. V Indeed it «must 'be ackoiiHvl^ged^ . that tbo; 
onlj;f:-f<amdatit>ii :fi)f.solid morality^iii fieHgimlvi^Ai 
k;1lo^^ledge of tbegpeat duties it: enjoin^\ a^>the.bbHi 
ligatiotiSito perform them, imposeddbbeibg^ .wboiaxistf 
give a final account of the talerits they have i^deivodb 
The philbsopher !may imake h\^. calculationis ori the 
fotre of ^habit^ audi I expatiate on' tile isuperior m6rii: 
of suffering virtue ;\while the moralist bodsts of .tho) 
principles of truth and justice, lescercised for theii?' 
own. rewards Bujb the. high moraUty; contained ia* 
that Golden sentence, ^* Damxto oShtns as You ti^mld: 
iksy siouid do untoyauy' is odly toibe>snpf)|orted by 

4 .' .'. /.':.;/. 
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the' motifes of the gospel^ and only can be prac* 
tised by the disciples of the Saviour. 

Religion appears among this people to be what it . 
really is^ the rmst imphrtant concern of mm* In tho 
churcbes the service was performed with a degree, of 
solemnity not generally observable in Enghind i aini 
the 'decorous behaviour of the congregations was 
aconvincing proof in what high veneration they held 
the temples of the Deity. The energy of the preach- 
«?, aad the looks of the audience/ plainly indicated 
tiiat both were in earnest; and no one could help 
feeltnga desire to join in the woiship/ though a.ttranr 
ger to^ the language in which it "was performed. . . 
. How lamentable, said I, that divine truths should. 
ever be delivered in an irreverent manner 1 ! ! And 
that the offices of religion sfaquld he performed with? 
out that dtVQutness such saqred and. important cere- 
monies so justly demanfl I ! ! .Ferh^s more of this 
aphrit was ^ispc^fatab^t^^ont of the ohiirch than in it ; 
and without '5»y-diparagement to tho clergy of 
North Wales, tnatiy^^f whom are Jiighly retpectahle . 
]» their (Retail Vi'^^dl as social capacities,, may it not 
be asked whether the reason is not obvious ia;tbe coqr 

diict of some of the clergy ? > 

' It has been asserted, and it is to be feared not en-^ 
tirely without foundation, that ) the late increase of 
dissenters hasbeenoccationed hjthe dergy themselves. 
The dissolute lives of sdme, the carelessness and irre- 
verence of many, added perhaps to some errors in 
preaching by more ; thefe have all in their turns and 
unitedly proved stumbling blQck^ to the weak, and 
afforded pleas to the schisoiatic^ 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



TOUR THROUGH KORTH WAl-ESt' 41 i 

. It is an aweful consideration; m^ well bqcoihpt 
tbe ostensible messengers of graoe, and-morces-; 
pecially the Epis^i^al Guardians of; the Establi^hi: 
jrient, to pause*— and seriously inquire into t^i^ 
causes of such defalcations; and, by a tiin^ly re-; 
^oval of the offence where it exists, to prjevent the 
mischiefs of separation. If Religion be made a 
stalking-horse for interest and ambition, even by % 
few, the Established Church will lose much of itt 
respect and dignity. If the bees that have bew rc-r 
gularly hived, are transformed into dronesy and indo*. 
lently neglect to sip the mellifljuous flowers grQun4 
them, is it sjurprising if the .wilder insects of the 
^vQods take their stations and begraway the nectareous 
treasure ? If the appointed shepherds nflglect their 
important charge, suffer the ravenous wolf to disperse 
tbe flock, and renrjiin careless wbpther the wanderers^ 
are restored t!a t^be fold; then, will that August 
Bding, whose purposes cannot bed«f(?ated, h^ve rcr 
course to otfapr means for their Accomplishment^ 
He will call up mob from the d^ngbiU to^ the digAi^ 
£ed office of priesthood ; give tbfem .popi|larity from 
usefulness, and thus put to open ^ham^ . the more 
learned and regular of the function ; " Callfhem ^ 
feopU which were no fe^o^h^ and ofthes^ xe'^ut^d sfoms^^ 
raise up children to Ahrahamr .' 

In the towns and large villages, some building is 
generally appropriated for the accommodation of 
those who wish information op the interesting theme. 
But it is common to see i;|K:iusa.nds assembling to 
l)par a plaiq man expoui^J the spriptiires on the ^illii 
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withoat any other shelter than the azure canopy of 
heaven ; and that in weather not the most favour^ 
able for such exposure. And after the service, is 
over^ as though ^he dew of heaven was a medium, 
as it . is an emblem^ of ^iritual blessings, they are 
seen returning over the mountains many a long 
ftiile wi-th the smile of • satisfaction on their brow, 
dnd chanting byhins^of praise, to their scanty board 
and lowly habitations ; better satisfied with the dis- 
pfen^ations of JProvktence, and far better prepared to 
c^coG^ter the diiRcoItics^ and perform the duties o( 
their arduous situations. 

The idle and the luMrious, who pnefer their .ewe 
to attendance upon a place^of worship, may smile j 
but let it be remembered, :that i\it^ -frofiss a be-^ 
Ttef in Cbristkinky^ as well as the poor Gambriah 
peasant; and then let it beasked^ which gives the 
riiost genuine proof of his rincerity— ^he who prefers 
hh ifidulgence, or be who trudgef barefoot fo^ miles 
in spite of weather, to celebrate the praises of thcrr 
c&f^mm Creator I , "Tbe-formet does not' reflect that 
Ifbeiapbf eias6 is seldom t^e;habitation of virtue ; nor 
(beoonduct of indifference, the eapression of praise : 
while the Jaf f er considers CMery attention' to rcligioi! 
a- privilege conferred •on bimsdi^ . and a tribute to 
his Maker, ^ ■ . ^ 

• 4^Wong tha i>umber of dissenters in. North Wales, 
there are various distinctions, which perhaps exist 
. more \t mtke th^ti-reality : Rowlaudists, or Cal vinistic 
Met)*6dbts ; We$tleiai», or the foHowersof the late 
♦fehn-Westlcy; Indepen4e»t Dissenters, inclttding. 
Presbyterians, Independents Particular, and General 
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Baptists ; and, according to some writers in the Gen^ 
tlenoan's Magazine, a sect called Jumpers. Fid. 
July and SepUmher^ 1799* signed D. and M. B. 

The ridiculous tales related by naany, shew their 
knowledge could be nd more than report ; and their 
descriptions are evidently the language of traduction* 
Frijeodly as I may be to the modest, chast^e, and dig<> 
nified mode of worship precribed by the wisdom 
of the Established Church, and practised by all her 
serious and devout members \ yet I cannot but ob-> 
serve, that indiscriminate censure^ as well as indis* 
criminate praise, cannot be just; and, that brand* 
ing any body of Cjiristians with infamous conduct 
in general terms of abuse, savours strongly of illibC'* 
rality, not to say malignity. 

• Had these persoqs made a proper inquiry, ivithout 
observation, they would have learned that the 
Jumpers^ vulgarly so called, are not a sect ; that they 
belong to all: persuasions, arvd are so denominated 
from their ctrrjring their zeal to a height, that, whea 
the preacher touches pathetically upon any subject 
alluding to the Saviour, more especially his unex^ 
ampled love to men, and his vicarious sufferings for 
the guilty, the whole congregation begin exulting, 
and dicover their deep obligation and their grate- 
fill sense of deliverance, by gesture^, that may ap- 
pear extravagant to those in t)^ habit of thinking 
less warm upon the subject, or habituated to more 
temperate and ibodest expressions of joy. I have 
known a preacher think it ||rqide0t to suspend his 
Itarangues till the-, fermont'of zeal has abated ; but 
sever witnessed any of those iptemperate an^ inde« 
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cent ebullitions of passion so frequenlly detailed hj 
the enemies of religiori. 

A remark that struck rare, ias j^fhaps been mad6 
hj many of ihe thinking part of mankind before, 
that at the awful hour when he ^vho is our Judgi 
shall appear, it will be found superior wisdom ta 
have exulted rather inbrt than appeared absolutely ne^ 
tessarf at the name of the Saviour^ than to be found 
amongst the number of those that denied him. 
^ It cannot but be regretted by the* friends 6f order^ 
that laxity of discipline is frequently the consequence 
©f this spirit of independeflcy in refligton ; and many 
from a lote of novelty, dissent frota the Established 
Church, and, from the love of distinction, take upon 
them the sacred office. Evils, doubtless, arise fromf 
self-created priests, and self-instituted churches ; 
and it must be desirable to place some barrier to these 
irregular proceedings. But to da so at onrce mode-* 
rately and eftectually may probably baffle the wisest 
skill, and surpass all human power. Perhaps 
it will be the wisest plan to let the evil and the good- 
remain together ; the tares and the wheat, till the^ 
divine harvest shall arrive, when unerring judgment 
will separate the chaff frpm the wheat, and make a 
just distinction. 

The high spirited bigot will feel perhaps offended 
at what he may dqern an eulogium upon pieiy with^ 
out the pale of the Established Church ; but to this I 
must put in a plea of toleration. I must ask for a 
folerant spirit in the inSltidual as well as in the State, 
A spiKt that has placed another brilliant in the 
diadem of our unrivalled constitutign, and gtveir 
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an unanswerable proof of the wisdom and moderation 
of the Establishment. 

Let us console ourselves that whatever difFerencc 
of opinion may exist on subjects so sacred and im- 
portant, the power of truth will eventually triumph 
over the stratagems and exertions of error; and that 
the wisdom and goodness of God will be finally ma- 
nifested, even by the Divisions that arc permitted 
among the professors of Christianity. 

With respect to the inhabitants of North Wales, 
I have seen so much positive virtue and holiness, 
so much resignation in distress, and patient suffer- 
ing under the most trying afflictions, so amply con- 
victive of the sincerity of their christian profession, 
and so irresistibly conclusive that the spirit which 
possessed them must be divine, that I have no hesi- 
tation in declaring, I am still more convinced than 
ever, there are many good characters in every per- 
suasion of christians ; and that the denomination is 
of very small importance, where the motives are 
pure, the demeanour holy, atad the result happiness. 

^* If these are christian virtues, I am Christian^ 
The faith that can inspire this generous change. 
Must be divine, and glow witli all its God. 
Friendship, and Constancy, and Right, and Pity, 
All these were lessons I had leam'd before; 
But this unnatural grandeur of the soul, 
^ Is more than mortal, and outreaches virtue: 

It draws, it charms, it hinds me to he Christian.^' 

Hill's Alzira, 
I am ever your's, J. E. 

p I N I s. 



C. and R. BalduPln, Printer*, 
>kw Iriclge>8tTcct, Lgndon. 
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